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Organization Rehoboth H i s t o r i c a l Cominission 

Date 

Area Foim no. 

- 213 

Town REHOBOTH 

Address 158 P e r r y v i l l e Road 

Historic Nane Goff Farm 

U s e : O r i g i n a l residence 

Present residence 

OwnershipPrivate individual 
Private organization 

Public 

CJri^inal owner cromweii Goff 

DESCRIPTION: 

D a t e c. 1800: remodelled 1897 

S o u r c e ^'^^ 1979, np. 28-32 

S t y l e V i c t o r i a n 

Architect unknown 

Exterior wall fabric c lapboard 

O u t b u i l d i n g s • b a m / i c e house 

Major alterations (with dates) 

1897 - see t e x t 

Moved no Date 
2.5 

Approx. acreage__ 

S e t t i n g f r o m road across -Prom 

as soc ia t edda i ry nas turape, now 

g o l f course 



ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Cdescribe important architectural features and 
evaluate in terms of other buildings within connnunity) 

The Goff Farm captures an important aspect of the conservative s p i r i t of architectural 
expression in Rehoboth. While replacement or modifications of existing structures rather 
than wholly new construction has been a prevailing historical pattern, seldom were alter­
ations guided by an interest in creating a modern architectural statement. The Goff Farm 
reflects an attempt of a prominent farming family to express their sense of pride and 
accomplishment within the means available to them. 

The original structure of the house dates from the 18th or early 19th century. In 1897, 
the house was raised and a new f i r s t floor constructed as well as a 2%-story side e l l . 
The result is a handsome though simple'Italianate style residence which retains echoes 

(Continued) 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (explain the role owners played in local or state history 
and how the building relates to the development of the community) 

In the early 1800s,.Cromwell Goff bought land here. The property remained in the Goff 
family u n t i l recently. A large dairy business was operated here u n t i l the barn across 
from the house (b u i l t in 1897) was severely damaged by a hurricane in 1954. The barn 
was then demolished (portion of foundation s t i l l remains). Most of the farm land became 
property of the Rehoboth Country Club, which has kept the old grazing lands open, 
retaining the landscape of a large dairy farm. At the turn of the century after the 
house was enlarged, eight members of the Goff family (three generations) plus three or 
four hired men a l l lived there at one time. Harold Goff (1887-1974) , the last family 
member to live there, was very.active in the community. He was Selectman for twenty 
years. Registrar of Deeds for North Bristol County for eighteen years, and on the Board 
of Welfare for 47 years. He also belonged to several civic and fraternal organizations: 
Rising Sun Masonic Lodge (Edst Providence, Rhode Island), Senior Warden of Rehoboth 
Eastern Star Masonic Lodge, 55 years member of Taunton Lodge of Elks, and a trustee of 
the Bristol County Agricultural School. He and his wife donated 54 acres on the Palmer 
River to the Pawtucket Boys Club. 
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ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE (Continued) 

of i t s earlier origins on the exterior, but is particularly notable for the fine 
craftsmanship of i t s interior. 

Interior details from this remodelling include varnished woodwork, brass door plates 
and handles, and wainscoting in the e l l (both floors). A walk-in refrigerator in the 
pantry behind the kitchen has i t s original brass handle and heavy varnished door, 
reflecting the success of this dairying family. At the time the house was remodelled, 
a large barn, an ice house, and a windmill were also b u i l t ; only the ice house remains, 
south of the house. As a significant reflection of the evolution of architectural 
type in response to social changes over time, the Goff Farm meets criterion C of the 
National Register of Historic Places individually. 

Staple to Inventory form at bottom 



NPS Fonn 10-MO-a 
CM2) 

OMB Ho. 1024-0018 
Exp. 10-31-84 

United S t a t e s Depar tment of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic P laces 
Inventory—Nomination Form 

For HPS us« only 

received 

date entered 

Continuation sheet Item numt}er Page ^ •/ 

Multiple Resource Area 
Thematic Group 

Name Rehoboth Mul t i p l e Resource Area 
State Massachusetts 

Nomination/Type of Review 

21. Goff Farm* 

22. Goff Homestead 

•puSstan'tfve Review 

Entered In the 
Natioxial Register 

23. Hornbine Baptist Church Entered in t f e 

National Begleter 

24. Hornbine School 

25. Horton, Welcome, Farm 

Entered In the 
national Begleter 

Entered In ths 
Mtioa&X E6glBtt>r 

26 House at 197 Hornbine Road ̂ *ered In tho 
^rational Eeglster 

27. House at 30 Kelton Street Sntered in the 
ilational Eeglster 

jin^ered in the 
28. Ingalls-Wheeler-Horton jSatiflnal Hegister 

Homestead Site 

29. Kingsley House 

JiiiwdrfQ In tha 

30. Knapp, Seth, Jr., House 

Keeper 

Attest 

feeeper 

Attest 

^TCeeper 

Attest 

i(l?eeper 

Attest 

/tteeper 

Attest 

5 Keeper 

Attest 

tee 

Entered in tha 
National Begister 

Attest 

/ifeeper 

Attest 

^T^eeper 

Attest 

(^Keeper 

Attest 

Date/Signature 

f X A ^ ^ - - ^ X r > ^ ^ cAo'A'f 5 

eeper ,0(AA^y'<'<^^'/S'<:yi.<-^ /G/^-? 



ATIONAL R E G I S T E R OF H ISTORIC P L A C E S fiVAUJATION / RETURN SHEET 

t4 t t — P M W O W I " * • * * 

Goff Farm (Rehoboth MRA) 
Bristol County 
MASSACHUSETTS 

Working N4. ^^A& 
F«d. R«fl. D « f r ^ , 

Action: - ± r A C C E P T _ i Z ± Z O . 
1 r«tubmittion RETURN 

nomination by person or/local govornmont REJECT . 
ownar objaction / Fadarai Agancy: 
appaal / 

Substantiva Raviaw: . IL. sampia raquast appaal NR decision 

Raviawar'a commanta: 

R a c o m . / C r i t a ^ 
RavUwr /kA^ 

Data AA7'> 

aaa continuation shaat 

•Nomination raturnad for: tachnical corractions citad balow 
_ s u b s t a n t i v a raasons discussad balow 

1. Name 

2. Location 

3. Classif ication 

4. Owner of Property 

5. Location of Legal Pescription 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

7» Pescription 

3 
A 

summary paragraph 
compietanass 
clarity 
aitarations/intagrity 
datas boundary salaction 



8 . S i g n i f i c a n c e 

I ml t l f W c 

• |M«mc *m\ma M M a r J 

_ summary paragraph 
completeness 
clarity 
applicable cr i ter ia 
justi f icat ion of areas 

checked 
relating significance to 

the resource 
context 
relationship of integrity 

to significance 
. just i f icat ion of exception 

other 

9. Major Bibliographical References 

10. Oeographical Pata 

Ha^arences 

11. Form Prepared By 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
Th* avatuatM stgnmcanc* al VM* prapafly wHMn Itw ttata l«: 

national atata leeal 

SMa HIatortc Praaarvatlon Otfiear aignatura 

13. Other 

Maps 
Photographs 
Other 

Quest ions concerning this nomination may be directed to 

Signed Date Phone: 2 0 2 272 - 3 5 0 4 

Comments for any item may be cont inued on an at tached sheet 







^ Hi i t "im. s 

0 

'A. 

a 

« i • 

158 Perryville Road 
Goff Farm (form 213) 
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