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OwnershipPrivate individual
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| ndi cate north. Source A 1979, np. 28-32
Style Victorian
Ar chitect unknown
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0 . Major alterations (with dates)
1897 - see text
Moved no Date
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ARH TECTURAL. S GNFHCANCE  (describe inportant architectural features and
evaluate in terns of other buildings wthin connnunity)

The Coff Farmcaptures an inportant aspect of the conservativespirit of architectural
expression i n Rehoboth. Wile replacement or modifications of existing structures rather
than whol 'y new construction has been a prevailing historical pattern, seldomwere alter-
ations guided by an interest increating a nodern architectural statement. The CGoff Farm
reflects an attenpt of a promnent farmng famly to express their sense of pride and
acconpl i shment within the neans available to them

The original structure of the house dates fromthe 18th or early 19th century. In 1897,

the house was raised and a new first floor constructedas well as a 2%story side ell.

The result is a handsone though sinple'ltalianate style residence which retains echoes
(Conti nued)

HSTARCAL SGNHCANCE (explainthe role owers played in local or state history
and how the building relates to the devel opnent of the conmunity)

In the early 1800s,. O omel | CGoff bought land here. The propertyremained inthe Coff
famly until recently. A large dairy business was operated here until the barn across
from the house (built in 1897) was severely damaged by a hurricanein 1954. The barn
was then demolished (portion of foundationstill remains). Mst of the farmland becane
property of the Rehoboth Country C ub, which has kept the ol d grazing |ands open,
retaining the landscape of a large dairy farm At the turn of the century after the
house was enl arged, eight nenbers of the Goff famly (three generations) plus three or
four hired men all lived there at one time. Harold CGoff (1887-1974) , the last famly
nenber to live there, was very.active inthe conmunity. H was Selectman for twenty
years. Registrar of Deeds for North Bristol County for eighteen years, and on the Board
of Welfare for 47 years. H also belonged to several civic and fraternal organizations:
Rising Sun Masonic Lodge (Edst Providence, Rhode I|sland), Senior Vérden of Rehoboth
Eastern Star Masonic Lodge, 55 years nenfer of Taunton Lodge of El ks, and a trustee of
the Bristol County Agricultural School. H and his wife donated 54 acres on the Pal ner
River to the Pawtucket Boys C ub.

Bl BLI Q3RAPHY and/ or REFHEHRENES

Snape, S E, ed. Indd Rehoboth, 1979, pp.28-32,
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ARCH TECTLRAL ST AN F CANCE  ( Cont i nued)

of itsearlier origins ontheexterior, but isparticularly notable for the fine
craftsmanship of itsinterior.

Interior details fromthis remodelling include varni shed woodwork, brass door plates
and handles, andwainscoting i ntheell (both floors). Awalk-inrefrigerator in the
pantry behind thekitchenhasitsoriginal brass handle and heavy varnished door,
reflecting the success of this dairying famly. At thetine the house was renodelled,
a large barn, anicehouse, andawi ndm || were also built; only theice house remains,
south of thehouse. As asignificant reflection of theevolutionof architectural
type i nresponse t osocial changes over time, the Goff Farmneets criterion Cof the
National Register of Historic Places individually.

Staple tolnventory form at bottom
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