RECEIVED 2280

NPS Form 10-900 OMB No. 1024-0018 E) O 7 m (Expires 5/31/2012)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service NAYEGSTER OF HSTORC. PUCES

National Register of Historic Places AL ARG SRS
Registration Form

This form Is for use in nominating or requesting determinations for individual properties and districts. See instmctions in National Register Bulletin, How
to Complete the National Register of Historic Places Registration Form. If any item does not apply to the property being documented, enter "N/A" for
"not applicable." For functions, architectural classification, materials, and areas of significance, enter only categories and subcategories from the
instructions. Place additional certification comments, entries, and narrative items on continuation sheets if needed (NPS Form 10-900a).

1+ Name of Property

historic name Lagoon Flying Scooter

other names/site number Flying Aces, Flying Jets

2. Location

drest & numbe 375 N. Lagoon Drive nat for publication
dty or tomn Farmington vidnity

state Utah code UT ocounty Davis code Oil zipcode 84025

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended,

| hereby certify that this J(_ nomination request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for
registering properties in the National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements
set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.

In my opinion, the property X meets does not meet the National Register Criteria. 1 recommend that this property
be considered significant at the following level(s) of significance:

national , X. statewide iocs

Signature official/Title Date

Utah Divison of State Higtory / Historic Presarvation Office

state or Federal agency/bureau or Tribal Govemment

In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register criteria.

Signature of commenting official

Title State or Federal agency/bureau or Tribal Govemment

4. National Park Service Certification
| hereby certify that this property Is:

entered in the National Register determined eligible for the National Register
determined not eligible for the National Register removed from the National Register

other (explain:)

Signature of the Kee” Date of Action
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5. Classification

Ownership of Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Property
(Check as many boxes as apply.) (Check only one box.) (Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing Noncontributing

private bullding(s) buildings
public - Local district district
public - State site site
public - Federal structure structure
object object
Total
Name of related multiple property listing Number of contributing resources previously
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing) listed in the National Register

Historic Resourcesof the
Lagoon Amusement Park, 1836 — 1976 N/A

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions.) (Enter categories from Instructions.)
RECREATION AND CULTURE: fair RECREATION AND CULTURE: fair

7. Description

Architectural Ciassification Materials
(Enter categories from instructions.) (Enter categories from instructions.)
OTHER: Fying Scooter Ride foundation: OONCRETE
NO STYLE walls: N/A

roof: N/A

other: STEEL, IRON, WOOD, ABERGLASS
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Narrative Description
(Describe the historic and current physical appearance of the property. Explain contributing and noncontributing resources if necessary. Begin with a
summary paragraph that briefly describes the general characteristics of the property, such as Its location, setting, size, and significant features.)

Summary Paragraph

The Lagoon Flying Sooater, currently known as the Flying Aces, isan anusamant park ride built by the Bisch-Rooco
Amusament Compary and ingtdled & the Lagoon Amusement Park in Farmington, Davis County, Utah in 1941. Itisone
of only twelve examples of the higtoric ride still operaing today. The ride consgs of ten scooter cars atached by cables
to agted support tower and boom sysem. The Lagoon Flying Scooter is one of only two examples that rotate clockwise.
The ride hes bean infivedifferent locations within the park, but because it was desgned for dissssambly, minor location
shifts within the park do not affect its historic integrity. The period of significance extendsfrom the origind ingtalation
in 1941 to 1962, which goarsitsfirst and ssoond locations within the park. The historic period indudes the in-kind
replacement of the original scooter cars with the current assembly, dso built by the Bisch-Rocco compary, which hes
bean the only mgjor modificationto the ride snceitsorigind congtruction. The Lagoon Flying Scooter medts the
regigtration reguirements of the Multiple Property Listing, Historic Resources of the Lagoon Amusamant Park, 1836-
1976, and is acontributing historic resource a the Lagoon Amusemeant Park in Utah.

Narrative Description
Ste

The Lagoon Flying Scoater lieswithin an area of 017 aores out of goproximatdy 60 acresfor the park.' The footprint of
the dationary gructure isrdatively amdl a 50 feet in diameter, which means that the ride wes easily rdocated to meke
room for more subgtantid attractions as the park expanded. The Flying Scooter was origindly ingtdled in 1941 & the
south end of the midway gpproximatdy 100 feet esdt of the presant location of the carousd N 1n 1956, the park opened a
five-acre kiddie-ride area eedt of the carousd and north of the lagoon, 0 the Flying Scooter was moved approximatdy
200 feet southwes to alocation south of the Roller Coadter loading dation. The ride remained south of the roller

coadter until an outdoor amphitheetre was built a that locationin 1982. Between 1982 and 1985, the ride was inddled
approximately 250 feet further south of the Roller Coader. 1t was moved to the north end of the midway in 1986. In
1999, the ridewas moved 100 feet southeedt to its current location when the Rocket wees built. At its current location,
the ride gts in the canter of an ova-sheped sectioned concrete ped indtdled in 1999 on aformer areaof lawn near the
picnic pavilions. The ovd ped is goproximatdy 100 feet (north to south) by 85 feet (eedt to west). The ped is surrounded
by a square-pogt wrought-iron fence (circa 1999). The entry and exit getes are located at the north end of the ovd. There
isagmdl awning to shede the gate kegpar/ride operator (circa 2005).

Structure i’

In the center of the ovd, the four corners of the pyramidd tower sructure sit on double baseplates bolted to the concrete
footings. The tapered section of the ged tower is gpproximatdy fourteen feet high with horizonta and diagond bracing
on the lower two-thirds. The main drive shaft extends from the motor box on the ground b ow the centter of the dructure
to approximatdy five feet beyond the top of the tower. The current motor was manufactured by the Falk Corporation of
Milwaukee, Wisconsin, and isa 1976 replacameant for the origind motor and geer box. The dhangein rotation from

' This edinete is for the gparating portion only and exdudes the parking lot, campground, auppart arees and undevdopad land ovned
by the park.

A This location is doan an the Sanbom Frre Insurance Mgp of Lagoon produoad in 1980, thefirgt mgp to indude the Rying Soodter.

" A drca 19%7 night-ime photogrgph of the roller aoedier gation $ons the Rodk-O-Hare ridejudt to the south neer the oat whare the
flying soooter gopears on a 1930 ypdete of the Sabom mgp. The Rodk-O-Hare hed been moved to its currarnt location by 1969,
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counterd ockwise to dockwise was mede around the time the motor was replaced.*  There isa sgparate dectrica box
under the south Sde of the tower.

The particular tower sructure & Lagoon was destribed by Bisch-Rooco as aPark (or Stationary) Modd. Four of the six
operating park modds have the tower partialy or completdy encasad in mogtly non-historic materias. Lagoon is one of
only two with the tower sructure completdy exposed.’ The Lagoon modd hes ashidd-shaped sign mounted on the
tower with the words"Flying Aces' facing the gate area(circa 1985). The ded truss booms are mounted on a circular
flange atached to the drive shaft in the canter of the tower structure. The verticaly-mounted booms are modified half-
aissor trusses with doubled lower chords evenly digtributed around the shaft. The booms angle outward and upward &
approximatdy thirty degrees At the point where the upper and lower chords mest, the ride Sructure is goproximeately
twenty-five feet tall. The structure, including tower, booms, and motor, is currently painted grey (circa1985).

Scooter Cars

Each scooter car is sugpended batween the gpexes of two booms by aredundant cable sysem. The car isdivided into
three separate parts (tub, rudder, and stabilizer) mounted on averticaly hanging frame of meta (currently painted black).
The two-person cab, commonly caled atub, rests on arail a the bottom of the rectangular frame* There isa U-dhgped
opening facing the centrd tower and amolded plagtic bench seat with arestraint belt. Thefloor of the tub is covered
with anon-skid metd shest. Thetop of the tub is open exoegat a the front where aportion is covered to provide a
protected knegfleg well. The scooter car assambly a0 indudes adaionary stabilizer mounted vertically to the frame a
the rear of the tub and amovesble rudder mounted to the front of the frame.~ The rudder moves back and forth on a
pivot. The rear half of the rudder overhangs the tub with ahande & the bottom, which alowsthe rider to dter the
trgjectory of the scooter car during the ride's operation.

Each scooter car is abox-gtyle tub replacement for the origina rounded tubs™  The replacaments were designed and
manufectured by the Bisch-Rocoo compeany of materids that were more durable thet the origind cars (metd and
fiberglass). The highmantenance canvasfi nsand rudders were replaced with metd replicas by Lagoon (circa1972).
When the scooter carswere mogt recently refurbished (circa 1985), Lagoon built new frames. At the same time, each was
chrigened for an early twentieth-century military biplane. The mogt recent repainting occurred in 2001-2002. Each
soooter car hes anindividua color scheme that isthe same on both the outward and inward faces of the car assambly.
The Lagoon logo is printed on the tub on the outside oppodte of the entry on the interior. The current names and colors
ae ligedin acounter-clockwise order (no hierarchy intended) asfollows:

1 Gloger Gladiator (orange & green vertica dripe with scaloped edges)

" The dagein raaion wes mece becauge many of the young patrans liked to jump from the out-facing car gpanings while the ride
was in operdion. With the goanings fading the interior, there have ben fever prareture exits

" The ahe eqoosd tower oparding modd s the 104ub park modd & Knoebd's in Elyburg, Fansyivania, which is coinddentaly the
only ather flying sooater to ratate dockwise Shee araw motar wes inddled in 1973 The entry to the tubs for dodiwise soodEars is
on theinterior. The Fun Soat in Angdla, Indiang, hes a 104ub park modd with an eqoosad tower, but the park is dosed ad theridels
curently ganding but not operaing (SBNO). Anather park modd is in sarege in the United Kingdom. The gx ather operating flying
oatE's ae 8iub parteble modds with a different tover dedgn. All detlaon oparding and defundt flying sooatears dited in this
nomination were geened from theflyingaddi cts.comwesite and various anusarat pak webdtes

* Alvin Bisth used the tam "cdd” in the peatat for device Thetam "ca’ wes usad in promationd materid. Thetem "tub” is used in
the flying sooaler caas ad is the phydcdly mog gt desription. The currat tub hdds two dhildren o two avdl adubhs
comfortebly. It would be a bit sug for two aduts of larger proportions: The origind 1941 rounded tulos ware mede of duramold.

' The g&hilizer and rudder are known by vaious tams indudingfins,sails wings gc. They were arigindly mecke of dretched
cavas They would ned to be repeinted each year ad were often repaired with dudt tape

* The curent sooaer cars gapear to be higoric drca 1940sto 196805 cars in the bax-tub Syle Lagoon ey have purdiesed ad
refurbished the usad cars from decommissoned Bisch-Roooo Hying Sooote.
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2. Armstrong Whitworth Siskin (silver with black & white checks red, white& blue vertical stabilizer Stripes)

3 Curtiss Falcon (blue with white |ettering; yellow & blue vertical stabilizer dtripes, white &. red horizontal dripes)
4, Curtiss Helldiver (orange & black withflame-pai ntedstabilizer)

5. Arvo [d9¢] Avro 504 Series (red with white lettering; white & blue bull's-eye; red, white& blue abilizer stripes)
6. Fokker C. V. (camouflage green & tan with red & white dar on stabilizer)

7. Vickers Vildebeadt (black on bottom; silver on top; with red dividing sripe & lettering)

8. Nieuport Type 16 (yellow with blue & red bull's-eye; blue, yelow & red vertica gabilizer gtripes)

9. Curtiss Racer R-6 (black with stylized eegle; black, red, white & blue vertica sabilizer dripes)

S

iSwvori™sj MAT/(green, purple & white horizontd stripeswith black |ettering)

Ride Experience

The ride experience beginswith the riders waiting a the entry gete while the previous ten to twenty riders dismount and
exit through asgparate gate. Riders are dlowed to enter the gate and sdect their scooter cars on afirst-comebess
Riders under the height of 46 inches mugt be accompanied by arespongble supervisng companion.  The ride operator
checks that the redtraint bdts are engeged for eech one to two-passenger tub.  As the ride begins, the scooter cars swing
from the cablesin adockwise direction. As the goesd of rotation increeses, the carslift as the centrifugad force pushes
them outward. Riders move adong the trgiectory of the 300-foot perimeter circle for gpproximatdy two minutes & up to
30 miles per hour. Without controlling the rudder, the car will swing from Sdeto Sdegently dong itstrgjectory asit
mekes acircuit. Experiencad riders prefer to control the rudder to meke the scooter car svoop and dive within the
condraintsof the cable system. Flying scooter enthudagtsare known for "sngpping” the cables, which refers to giving
the cables some dack then sngpping it back with aquick motion.” The ability to control a leest of portion of the ride
experience hes kept the Flying Scooter ride popular Snceitsinception in the 1930s

The Hyer Addids Anonymous webite retes Hying Sooatas for "sngp-ahility.”  The Lagoon ride hes nat been rated. Sgoing is
dsoouaged (by dgece ad daff) o prevated (by design danges during rfurbidmant) in some arnussmat parks due to
menenence and ety conoarns
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8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark "X" In one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property
for National Register listing.)

A Property is associated with events that have made a
significant contribution to the broad patterns of our
history.

e B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant In our past.

x C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses high
artistic values, or represents a significant
and distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

e D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, information
important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mari< "x" in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:

A Owned by a religious institution or used for religious
purposes.

B removed from its original location.

0 a hirthplace or grave.

D a cemetery.

E areconstructed building, object, or structure.
F acommemorative property.

G less than 50 years old or achieving significance
within the past 50 years.

Period of Significance (justification)

The period of significance indudesthe origina ingtalation of the Flying Scooter & Lagoon in 1941 and the subsequent

reocation and refurbishment up to 1962

Criteria Considerations (explanation, if necessary) N/A

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from Instructions.)

ENGINEERING
ENTERTAINMENT/RECREATION
INVENTION

Period of Significance
1941-1962

Significant Dates

1941, 1956, 1962

Significant Person
(Complete only if Criterion B Is marked above.)

N/A

Cultural Affiliation
N/A

Architect/Builder
Alvin Bisch, Desgner & Engineer

Bisch-Rococo Amusament Compary, Manufacturer
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Statement of Significance Summary Paragraph
(Provide a summary paragraph that includes level of significance and applicable criteria.)

The Lagoon Flying Scooter, ingtaled a the Lagoon Amusament Park in 1941, is significant Satewide under Criteria A
and C for itsassodiaion with the inventor, Alvin Bisch, and the manufacturer, the Bisch-Rocco Amusameant

The Flying Scooter was an anusamat park ride invented by Alvin Bisch in 1934 and produced by him and his patner
Raph Rooco, betwean 1935 and the early 19605 and sold to parks throughout the United States The Flying Scooter was
unigue among amusament park rides of the period inthet it provided the rider ameans to change the trgjectory of the ride
with apivoting rudder. Thisinteractivity and control over the ride experience cortinues to be rarefor the amusamant ride
industry even today and contributes to the ride's ongoing popularity. Therideis significant in the aress of Invention,
Engineering, and Entertainment/Recredtion.  Currently there are only twelve extant Flying Soooters manufactured by the
Bisch-Rocco Amusamat Comparly in operation. The Lagoon Flying Sooater is the oldest example of theride in
continuous operation & the same park asitsfirst ingtdlation. It retains its historic integrity in terms of location, design,
asodiaion, and the historic ride experience. The Lagoon Flying Scooter is dso sgnificant under Criterion A for its
asdaion with the transdformation of the Lagoon Amusamant Park from a summer resort plessure garden to a modem
amusamat pak inthefirst haf of the twentieth century. The ride medts the dligibility requirements of the Multiple
Propaty Submisson, Historic Resources of the Lagoon Amusamat Park, 1886 — 1976. The period of historic
dgnificance from 1941 tothe 1962 recongtruction goens three contextud periods: Mechanicd Amusament Park Period,
1919 - 1945; Pot-War Modemization Period, 1946 - 1955; and Thame Park Period, 1956 - 1976.

Narrative Statement of Significance (Provide at least one paragraph for each area of significance.)

Early History of the Lagoon Amusement Park

Lagoon's first incarnation wias as abeech resort called Lake Park on the edge of the Great Sdt Lake three mileswedt of
the city of Farmington in Davis County, Utah, hake Park was built by the Denver & Rio Grande Westem Railroad
midway between Ogden and Sdt Leke City. Lake Pak was partialy owned by Smon Bamberger, atrangportation
megnete and govemnor of Utah from 1917 to 1920. Lake Park opened on July 15, 1886. The roundtrip train fare provided
admisson to dancing, roller skating, target shooting, abowling aley, and apleesure garden. Ore of the few mechanicd
amusamats a Lake Pak was a"Flying Jennie” amule-powered circular ride with swinging seets

Only afew years after the opening of Lake Park, the waters of the fickle Grest Sdt Lake began to recede, leaving the
resort beeches with a"gticky brand of blue mud" that spdled misary for bathers by the early 1890s" In 1896, the
owners moved the pavilions and attractions inland to aproperty a the westem edge of Farmington. The new resort
featured two artificial lagoons and was chrigened the Lagoon Summer Resort and Ficnic Grounds.  Lagoon opened on
July 12, 1896. The 1898 Sanbom migp of Lagoon shows the intemrban Sdt Lake & Ogden Railway line dong the eedt
dde of theresort. At the beginning of the 1903 seeson, park owner Smon Bambarger raised itstrain and admisson fare
from 25 cants to 50 cantsin order to atract "only the best dass of patronage’ and actively promoted the Lagoon's
"beautiful grounds' with its shede trees,flowers,grass gardens, and cool tempearauresin an effort to distinguish the
resort from itslakeside rivals.

By 1910, Bambarger completed the converdon of hisinterurban railroad from seam to dectricity with the Lagoon

dation the mogt popular destination during the summea between Memorid Day and Labor Day. Inthefirst decade of the
19005 the manegamant inddled acollection of mechenicd amusamant park rides near the north end of the lagoon arear a
miniature railroad, amerry-go-round, ajoy whed, bump-thebumps shoot-the-chutes and a scenic railway. By the

A St Leke Tribung ne 19, 1887: 6. ) _ _ o
" Jn S McComnick and Nanoy D. McComick, Sdtair, (St Lake City, Uteh: Universty of Uteh Press 1985); 14-15.
Sdtar. 73, Sdt Lake Herdd April 21, 1903 5, Seh Leke Herdd Augugt 17, 1903 56,
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ssoond decade, the amusamant park indluded afull midway, afunhouse, bumper cars, and aWaikiki Besch-themed
camatt svimming pool.”*

By the early 19105 Americawes fascinated by the flying machines that emerged from the expariments of the Wright
brothers and others. On October 11, 1914, Lagoon ponsored an exhibition race betwean an automobile and an aeroplane
thet thrilled over 2,000 spectators™ But the red money wes in providing park petrons with the more viscerd thrill of a
flying ride. For the 1919 ssason. Lagoon built itstalest amusamant device, the Captive Aeroplanes, which wes
pronounced the "sensation of the season.™" Lagoon's ride was a successor to the Smple Flying Janny of the previous
genaaion. Around the tum-of-the-twentieth-century, there were dozens of patantsfiled for asmilar "circular swings'
amusamat devices conggting of tall towers with gondalas atached to cebles for theriders.  Within afew years many
of the gondolas hed bean replaced by mocdk arplanes, including afamous example a the 1915 Sen Francisco World's
Fair. Lagoon's verson of the Captive Aeroplanes, built circa 1918-1919, condded of an gpproximeatdy 60-foot iron
tower and four arplanes that smung out over the lagoon.™”

Higory of the Lagoon Flying Scooter

Anthon C. Chrigensen sarvead as the assistant maneger of Lagoon between 1908 and 1916, and the generd meneger
between 1917 and 1927. Chrigensen traveled frequently to other amnusamant parks on the east and west coadts, ad
became are of thefirst anusamat park professonds in the state. It was during histenure in the 1920s that the Lagoon
Resort wesfirst referred to as the Lagoon Amusament Park.” Chrisensen purchessd park attractions from nationaly-
known designers and manufacturers, such as aHerschell-Spillman carousd in 1918 and aJohn A. Miller-designed roller
coadter in 1921. His sucoessor, Smon Bambergar's son, Julian M. Bamberger, wias respongible for, not only kegping the
park open through the depresson years, but transforming the resort into amodem amusamant park by the late 1930s
Julian Bamberger kept up the tradition of adding & leest one new atraction each year. For the May 30th opening of the
1941 sses0n, Bamberger found ane of the mogt imique amusamant park rides of thefirst half of the twentieth century, the
Flying Scooter.

The Flying Soooter wasfirst desgned by Alvin Bischin 1934. By 1939, Bisch and his partner, Raph Rocco, hed
incorporated under the name Bisch-Rocco Amusameant Compary, and weere salling theri dethroughout the United
Sates™' Lagoon purchesad an early version of theride, known as the "stationary” modd with "streamlined” cars s
destribed in acirca 1939 compeny brochure”™ The manegameant of Lagoon wes likely impressed by the sdlling points:
"Alwaysin Top Money!" and "100% Safety Record!" But it was the assartion that "Every Car hes Individud Flying
Control," which st the device gpart from numerous other amusamant park rides on the market, aclam thet the mekers of

Degiption ad indalation cetes for sae of these rides can be found in the Multiple Propaty Doocumentaion form for Lagoon
Thirty-five sgparate exhibitions by avigtor, Lincoln Besdhey, ad driver, Barey Oldfidd, wae hdd dl ove the country in 1914,
Seh Leke Tdegam, e 25, 1919 5.

These rides mey have ben influenced by the work of the Smithsonian's Samud Feport Langley, who teted the lift power of eally
ar mediines by a.g0anding them from caldes "something an the arder of a mary go round with awhirling pod in the center.” St
Lake Hadd, Sgarbe 26, 1909; 4.

The dedgne ad menufediurer of the Lagoon ride are unknown. The ride wes pattidly dameged by wind in January 1920, In a
letter to aloca nengogpa, Mr. A. B. ce Villentroy, a photogrgoher and Frendh immigra: living in St Leke City, damed to be the
o of theride ad asured the pubicit wes bang safdy repaired. 5all Leke Tdegram, Jnuaty 10, 1920: 3.
 Davis Courty Clipper, October21, 1921: 1. Chridansen saved ss adiredtor of the Naiond Assoddion of Amusamat Paks
" Bath nares weare ussd intlerchengedly and intermittertly dgoanding on the source during the pariod betwean 19205 and the 19605
~° Moareinformation on Alvin Bisch, Rdph Roooo, ad the BisdHRoooo Amusamat Conpary éan e found in the devdopmentd
higtory/additiond context section bdow.

N "Hying Sooatars' trade brodhure produced by BisdhHRoooo Anusamat Canpary, [Chicego, Hllinois: drca 1939]. Digitd aopy
ooutesy of the Hyer Addids Reseerch Blog (wwww.flyeraddicts.com). The Sationary Modd wes do knoan as the Pak Modd. The
dreamiined tubs ware mare rounded then the box-like tubs produced for the pratatype ad a few eally modds

8
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the ever popular roller coagter could not meke A skilled rider inthe Flying Scooter could meke the scooter car dive
downward or svoop upward a will.

Lagoon's Flying Soooter was first ingtalled gpproximetdy 100 feet eedt of the current location of the carousd. It wes the
first and remains the only Flying Scooter parmanently ingtalled in Uteh/™ Lagoon advertised its new ride as "the nearest
goproech to flying aplanewithout leaving the confines of the earth” and "the amusament thrill of the year"™ A tri-fold
Lagoon brochure produced for the 1941 sseson induded a photograph of ddighted riders and the words: "Ride, Dive,
Slide, Sip, the New Flying Scooters Like aRed Flaneg Y ou Control the Rudde.™*  The ride weas extremdy popular
through the 1941 and 1942 seesons By 1942 theri dewas more than smply thrilling, it wes dso "a goine tingling ride." '
A black &. white photograph of a scooter car teken on July 4, 1942, indicates that the first cars were painted alight color
with agar-circle desgn onthe rudder. Lagoon's initia invesment in the Flying Scooter gopeared to be short-lived.
When the soooter cars were removed for winter goragein the fall of 1942, they remained therefor 22 years. The
Lagoon resort, dong with nearly all of Utah's recredtiond venues, experienced adark (non-operaing) period between
193 and 1945, due to ascarcity of gasoling, materids, and labor during World Wer |1,

By early 1946, the Lagoon Amusament Park wes filled with wesds and the rides were falling gpart. The Bamberger
family hed logt interested in running the park and congidered razing it, but agreed to leeseit to entrepreneurs Ranch
Kimball and the Fread brothers, Robert, David, Danid, and Peter, who came hame from the war looking for a project.™*
Under the name Utah Amusamant Corporation, the partners gorucaed up the park intime for a 1946 sseson opening and
added nine new attractions intime to cdebrate the 50th anniversary of the park in 1947. One of the modifications for
1947 wes the replacament of the "old circle swing" captive aaroplanes with degk, dainless sted rocket ships that could
hold eight adults or twelve children”* On May 16, 1952, gde force winds a Lagoon "did about $500 damege to lighting
dgnsand destroyed two flying scooter cars” but did not interfere with the park's opening”™  Replacaments were likely
shipped from the Bisch-Rocco Amusemant Company within afew weeks At the end of that sseson, on Sgotamber 6,
1952, the dectric passanger railroad mede itsfinal gop a the Lagoon gtation. When the rail compeny shut down
operdions completey, the Sdt Lake Tribune published this eulogy: "The Bamberger Railroad died yesterday, the victim
of a'collision' with the family automohbile""

On the night of November 14, 1953, as an orange glow gppeared on the mountains to the eest, Farmington resdentsgoat in
their cars and parked dong the highway to watch as half of the Lagoon Amusemeant Park bumed to the ground. Thefire
degtroyed the west dde of the midway, the dance pavilion, the fun house, and the front portion of the roller coegter. The
carousd was charred, but eventudly saved by fireman continuoudy dousing it with water throughout the night. With

only partid insurance, the park began an ambitious program of rebuilding with a$500,000 invesment for the 1954
ses0n. Lagoon's phoenix-like opening took placeon May 1, 1954. The scooter cars were in Sorage, and the tower was
not dameged during the fire. A May 13, 1954 news aticle featured aphatograph of an operating scooter car painted a
dark color with white stripes.”  For the 1956 seeson, five aores were devoted to thefirst themed section of the park, a

The compary introduced a portable modd inthe ealy 1940sad it is posshle thet some of these ey have aparaed briefly a
aounty fairs or travding camivasiin the date
" ShLeke Tdegam May 29, 1941 8

Advatisament, 1941, digitd copy courtesy of the Lagoon Corporation.
" SHt Leke Tdegram, May 29, 1942 6.
A After savad years of saving as the Rreddat of Lagoon, Radh Kimbdl gave yp his maneggid inteet in the park in 1970,
Desae Nens Jauary 26, 1980,

Davis County Clipper, April 25, 1947.

SHt Leke Tdegran, May 16, 19652 1

It isnat knoan whether the ride gparated with missng cars for ay amourt of time, o if the rgdaoamants were identicd in design.
7° St Leke Tribune January 1, 1980, The railroed continued with limited pessanger sarvice form Ogoin to Hill Air Force Base in the
1980s ad sare freight savice through Decamber 1958

Deszd Nenvs May 13,1954: 8. Itisnat knoan predsdy whan the cars were painted, but praboebly bawean 1946 and 1964,
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kiddie-ride area known as Mother Goose Land. The Flying Scooter was moved from itsoriginal location, now the center
of Mother Goose Land, to anew location south of the roller coedter loading station.”

The Lagoon Flying Scooter dayed in the same location & the south end of the midway from 1956 until 1982. During that
time, theri deremained essentidly the samg, but underweant severd enhancaments Around 1962, the scooter cars were
replaced with refurbished Bisch-Rocoo box-gyle tubs, likely from adecommissoned ride. The origina canves rudder
and stabilizer, which had seveard layers of paint by the 19505 were dso replaced. The refurbished scooter cars weare
painted white, with red and blue accents and renamed the Flying Jats. Inthe spring of 1972, the ride was repainted to
"resamble the World War 1 Flying Aces. The Red Baron, The Sopwith Camd and others are represented and the ride hes
bean renamed The Flying Aces.™"

In 1982, Lagoon decided to build an outdoor amphithester for muscd shows The chosan location wis just south of the
roller coagter, where Flying Scooter riders had soent nearly thirty years skimming the tops of the trees on the ride's
perimeter. The Flying Aces was moved further south where the midway hed been extended when ane of the lagoons wes
filled in. 1n 1983, the Freed family, under the neme Lagoon Corporation, purchessd the amusament park fromthe
Bambeage family."* The Flying Aces was moved to the north end of the midway in time for the 1986 sseson opening.
The scooter cars ware painted in primary colors and provided with gurdier frames. 1n 1998, the ride was moved
gpproximatdy 100 feet southeedt to aformer picnic lawvn o that 207-foot Rocket tower ride could be built. The Flying
Aces hes oparated at its current location Snce 1999. In 2001, the scooter carswere sanded and painted with their current
individual colors;, however, the names of the biplanes were left of f.'* Lagoon received numerous comments bout the
missing names and within ayeer, the names had bean repainted on the rudders”™ The Flying Aces corntinues to be one of
the most popular lower-volume rides at Lagoon today.

The Lagoon Flying Scooter isdigible for the Nationd Regider of Historic Flaces and is sgnificant in the area of
Entertainment/Recregtion as the third oldest ride & the Lagoon Amusament Pak. In Gary Kyriazi's history of American
amusament parks published in 1976, Lagoon was destribed as''one of those dlder amusamant parks which through
condant renovation somewhet resembles amodem thame park, dthough itisbasicaly traditiona." The history of
Lagoon's anusamat park rides pardlds the culturd interegts of its patrons through the yeers: For example, in 1919, the
Captive Aaroplanes ride captured the imagination of a public fascinated by the concgpt of flight. By 1947, when air
travel was commonplace, the mock aeroplanes were replaced with dainlessged rockets For Lagoon's 100th

anniversary in 1987, in the age of routine goece travel, the Rocketsride was replaced by the Tum of the Century, a 48-
st verson of amusica Flying Jenny. Maost recently for the 2012 sseson. Lagoon hed added yet another flight-themed
ride, the Air Race The dgnificance of the Flying Sooater isahbridge from one erato the other.  Whether they remamber
it asthe Flying Scoater, J&ts or Aces modt of Lagoon's patrons have no ideathe ride is over ssvaty-years old. The ride
with the biplane theme still looks very modem. What is more important is that having control over theri deexperience is
aconoept that mod people, including the inventor, would agresistimeess.

The Rodk-O-Hare wes indelled nesr the aoeder as amewvridein 1954, but wes later moved to its currant location on the west Sde
of the lagoon.
* Provo Dally Herdd, March 19, 1972 5-A.
The company wes later reorganized &s the Lagoon Investmant Campery.
* Deset Nens Faouary 23, 2001: C-1.
"Hying Ao=s" a wwww.lagoonisfijn.com.
" Gay Kyriaz, The Grest Amaican Amusarat Parks A Fictorid Higory, (Sscauous NWJ.: Gitadd Ress 1976); 253,

10
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Devdopmental higory/additional historic context information (f goorqoriete

The Bisch-Rocco Amusament Company and the Flying Scooter

The Lagoon Flying Scooter isdigible for the National Regiger of Historic Flaces and is significant in the aress of
Invention, Enginearing, and Entertainment/Recreation for its assodation with the work of the Bisch-Rocco Amusament
Company. It isthefirst amusamat pak ride of itskind to be nominated to the National Regider, and thefirst to
represant the important contributions of Alvin Bisch and Radph Rooco to the amusamant park industry.

Alvin Bisch was bom on January 28, 1833, in Bridgeport, Ontario, Caneda. He goent time (and regigered for the draft)
in both the United States and Caneda, where his occupation wes mechanic and chauffer. Alvin Bisch eventudly settled
in the Chicago areaafter hismarriage to AdaM. Dargert in 1920. Alvin and Ada Bisch hed three children. Onthe 1930
oaaus enumeration, Alvin Bisch listed his occupation as a garage mechanic.  Like many mechanics of histime, his
tinkering led him to the patent office. 1n 1929, he filed two patents one for an "air-pilot-training-device' that the
operator could in theory "guide, dip, dive, or bank" an "airplane’ atached to arotating structure; and assoond patent for
adevice smilar to acircle swing with four planes that Bisch posited could be ussd "to train aviators or for amusamat
purposes™* Although never built full-scale, Alvin Bisch was phatographed in 1930 with ascale modd for a four-plane
device in Modern Mechanics ameagazine for inventors: All through his experimentation, Bisch Strived for the perfect
rider-controlled device. With apaent filed on July 21, 1934, and gpproved five yearslater on January 3, 1939, Bisch
finally found aworking design that could ddiver on the promise of a"revolving cab [that] mey deviate from its normal
path by the control within the hands of the operator.” Patent #2142169 for atub with reer sabilizer and pivoting front
rudder did not resemble an actud arplane in asanse of the word, but Bisch probably didn't care. With this patent, he hed
a0 narrowed his focus to aparticular market. The design wess labded Smply "amusamant device"

It was around thistimethat Alvin Bisch garted apartnership with Raph Rocoo, anather Chicago area auto mechanic.
Raph Roocoo wes bom in Italy on Decamber 19, 1891, His family immigrated to the United Stiatesin 1902. He worked
in the gock yards before becoming amechanic in the 1920s Heislisted living with hiswife Anna, his children, and a
brother on the 1930 canauss of Chicago. The partners organized the Bisch-Rocoo Amusement Company around the time
thefirst prototype scooter ride was ingddled a Chicago's Riverview Park in 1935, On February 6, 1939, Alvin Bisch
filed apatent for an improved design for his "amusamat device"" Patent #2163360 was gpproved on June 20, 1939, ad
wes the essentid  design for what became the company's Park (Stationary) Modd: apyramidd tower, ten-boom
asmbly, and three-piece scooter car. A shop drawing produced by smcturd enginesr, W. Bermann, for the Bisch-
Rocco Amusamant Compary in Decambar 1937 shows afew enhancements on the tower design of the patent.” By the
timethe ridewas ingtaled in the amusament area of the Golden Gate Intemational Exposition in San Francdisoo in 1939,
the name on the ticket was the Flying Scooter. The publicity surrounding the ride's gopesrance a vaious fairs and
exposgtions mey have brought the ride to the attention of Lagoon's managamant.™' The Bisch-Rocco Company dso
advertised the Flying Scooter and other rides in Billboard, the trede megazine for the amusament industry. ™

Around 1939, the Bisch-Rooco Amusamant Compeany hed produced atwo-color, four-page brochure for theride. Alvin
Bisch's daughter, June was photogrgphed for the front cover riding in ascooter car with afriend. The brochure

* Thefirstdevice (#1791655) wes patated on Feauary 10,1931, the ssood (#1912174) on May 30 1933, The third (#1906443) for
agmilar device wes petented on May 2,1933.
N The sp drawing (#3) wes part of aset given to the Lagoon meregamat when theflyingsoodter wes inddled. The draning is
labded Job #3700 (prabedly the ninth job of the year). The 1937 job dete ey men that Lagoon hed aoquired a patidly used ride in
1941 Itis not knoanwhat hgoped to the ramaining dranings The draftaman wes praedly William Bamam, aSveddh immigrant
ad civil egnes, living in Chicago in 1930,

The ride wes d0 fedured a the Canedian Nationd Expadition of 1939 ad the Great Lekes Expodtion in Clevdand 1936-1937.
" Billboard megezine wes edablished in 184 and rgoresantad the ausamant indudry until 1961 when it trandtioned to represanting
maodly jukebaxes and the music indudtry.
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contained saverd photographs of crowdslining up near the ride that was destribed as "Entertaining to Ride and Amusing
to Watch." According to the brochure, the scooter was bregking records, taking in $927.90 in asingleday." |f norma
tekeswere even dose to "$12,647.90 in 10 consecutive days' the compeny boasted, the ride would more than pay for
itself after only one sseson of weekend operation. The brochure dso daimed of "the millions thet have ridden Flying
Scoaters there hes never been on Single accident,” including a ninety-one year-old man and mothers with bebiesin their
ams

On the 1940 census Alvin Bisch, the inventor, listed his occupeation as "Mechanical Engineer, Manufacturer of
Amusamant Pak Rides." His daughter June wes a clerk for the compeny.*” Raph Roocco, who became the spokesparson
for the company, was perhgas not reedy to give up hisday job in 1940. He gave hisoccupation as proprietor of an auto
repair shop." Raph Roooo later embracad his enginesring skills and wees featured in the 1954 edition of Who'sWho in
Enginearing? By the time the company wasin full manufacturing mode, the scooter tubs hed been "sreamlined” to a
more rounded shgpe that the prototype box-styletubs. The tubs were mede of duramold, acompodte materid mede from
birch and resin. Thefirst sabilizers and rudders were canvas While the company boaded thet the entire ride could be
loaded onto one truck, they aso devdoped a portable modd in the early 1940s with alow-profile tower structure bessd
on Bisch's 1934 patent. Production was probably nonexigent during World Wer |1, but after the war Bisch-Rooco
recycded surplus aviation fuel tanksthat resulted in longer rounded tubs** \When fuel tanks were no longer available, the
compary reverted to the origina 1ook of the box-gyletubs, but Surdier with better production qudities. The post-war
box-style tubs are found on the majority of currently operating Flying Scooters

In the late 1940s the Bisch-Rocco compeany a0 produced other rides, such as the Flying Disk and aKiddie Jt ride, one
of which was purchasad by the Lagoon Amusameant Park in 1949." By the late 1950s the company wias producing fewer
full rides, but still doing a good busnessin upgrades and replacament parts. Alvin Bisch died in November 1966 and
Raph Rooco died ten yearslater in June 1975. With the degth of the principds, the compeny faded into obscurity. In
2003, the ride expearienced a renaissance when Larson Intemationd, Inc. bought theri ghtsand aworking modd of the
Bisch-Rooco Flying Scooter. After afew structura and sefety revisgons, Larson began producing new Flying Scooters
that havebemn ingdled al over the country.™** Of the twenty-four currently operating flying scooters, ten are the newer
Larson modds. 1n 2004, a group of Flying Scooter enthusiads organized Hyer Addicts Anonymous with amisson to
documant the hitory of and promote the continuing operation of Flying Scooter rides.

The Hyers Addicts have documented twelve historic rides currently operating, threein sorage, two standing-but-not-
operating, and ninety-three defunct (demolished) flying scooters Six of the currently operating historic rides are portable
8tub moddss, two of which have retained the name Flying Sooater™*" The Lagoon Flying Scooter isone of Six operating
10tub Pak Modds. The Lagoon example does not have the mog original componants (three have older tub designs and
a least two have older gabilizer-rudders), but Lagoon's Flying Scodter is the oldest exigting ride to be in continuous
operation in the same amusamat pak**

Jdunesfiiturehugoand, Dordd H. Pakeson ., dso warked for the aompany in the 19405 as did her younge brather, Alvin G.
Bisch.
" Chris Clark, Hying Sooater Higtorian, Carespondance ad Nates
Abid.

Tre Billboard Outdoor Equipmat Reviaw, April 9, 1949 14. Itisudear widhe thisri dewes aduely inddled & Lagoon 1t
does nat gopear labded on the 1950 Sarboom mgp ad is nat liged with the rides damegad by thefirein 1963,

The Premie Rides Compary hes produoad & leegt ae newflyingsooater. The Mattin & Viemindx Rides LLC, an arusamat
pak ride condrudion compary, is dso aredited with one

Thetotd does nat indude possble exarfdes of portale modds thet ae anly in operation afew daysout of ayear. The only
curently dooumeanted exarde is ovned by the Wichita County Fair in Kanses
*' The ssood ddest Pak Modd is the Hurricane in Danver, Cdorado (early 19409). The Buiterfly in North Little Rodk, Arkansss is
the ddet pamenat inddlaion of a portale modd.

12,
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The Lagoon Flying Scooter is perhgps the best representative of the Bisch-Rooco Amusament Compeany es an example of
the continuity of design from the company's early prewar production modd to ameticuloudy maintained upgrade using
the begt of Bisch-Rocco's pog-war replacement components. The Bisch-Rocoo product wss promoted in the 1939
compary brochure as "condructed with the best known materias” "low maintenancg' and "few wearing parts” The
Lagoon example isproof of durability for aride that is over seventy yeaers-old. But the Flying Scooter hes endured and
even increasd in popularity because of the inventiveness of its enginesring. In the words of the Bisch-Rocco
Amusamant Company: "The Colorful Ride With Lotsof Sngp" continues to give the rider saf-control and the ability to
"sdl and climb and divethrough the air," proving thethrill of theridethat "never grows old."™*'

"Flying Scooters' trade brochure, circa 1939: [4]. r;
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Previous documentation on file (NPS): Primary location of additional data:

preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67 has been X State Historic Preservation Office

requested) Other State agency

previously listed in the National Register Federal agency

previously determined eligible by the National Register . « Local government

designated a National Historic Landmart® University

recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey # Other

recorded by Historic American Engineering Record # Name of repository:

recorded by Historic American Landscape Survey # _

Historic Resources Survey Number (if assigned):

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of Property 0.17 acres
(Do notinclude previously listed resource acreage.)

Latitude/Longitude References
(Place additional references on a continuation sheet.)

Latitude: 40.987110° Longitude -111.893319°

Verbal Boundary Description (Describe the boundaries of the property.)

The boundaries of the Lagoon Flying Scooter mdudeeverythlng within the fenced areaaround the perimeter of theride,
including the waiting area

Boundary Justification (Explain why the boundaries were selected.)

The boundaries are those currently assodated with the property snce 1999.

11. Form Prepared By
nameftitle Korra Broschinsky, Presrvation Documentation Resource

organization  prepared for the Lagoon Amusamant Park date Augud 2, 2012
dregt & number 4874 Taylors Park Drive tdephone  801-913-5645
city or town Taylorsville dae Utah Zipcode 84123

emal k.broschinsky @ett.net
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Additional Documentation
Submit the following items with the completed form:

* Maps: AUSGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.

A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources. Key all
photographs to this map.

* Continuation Sheets

* Additional items: (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items.)

Photographs:
Submit clear and descriptive photographs. The size of each Image must be 1600x1200 pixels at 300 ppi (pixels per inch)
or larger. Key all photographs to the sketch map.

Name of Property: Lagoon Flying Scooter

City or Vicinity: Farmington
County: Davis Sae Utah
Photographer: Korra Broschinsky

Date Photographed: 2011-2012

Description of Photograph(s) and number:

Photograph 1 of 7.

View of Lagoon Flying Scooter. Camerafacing southesdt.

Photogreph 2 of 7.

View of Lagoon Flying Scooter with landscape Camera facing northwest.
Phatogrgph 3of 7.

View of Lagoon Flying Scooter. Camera facing south. «
Photogreph 4 of 7.

View of Lagoon Flying Scooter, detail of three scoater cars. Camerafacing south. '
Phatogrgph 5of 7.

View of Lagoon Flying Scooter, detail of scooter car. Camera facing southeedt.
Phatogrgph 6 of 7.

View of Lagoon Flying Scooter, detail of scooter car. Camaa facing northwest.

Photogrgph 7 of 7.
View of Lagoon Flying Scoater, detal of support structure and motor box. Camera facing southwest.
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Property Owner:
(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.)

Lagoon Corporation (Contact: David W. Fred)

name
sreat & numbe 375 N. Lagoon Drive tdephone 801-451-8000
aity or town Farmington dae Uteh  zZipcode 84025

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain a
benefit In accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C.460 et seq.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18 hours per response including time for reviewing
Instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of
this form to the Office of Planning and Performance Management. U.S. Dept. of the Interior, 1849 C. Street, NW, Washington, DC.
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STATE & GOUNTY: UTAH Davis
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ABSTRACT/ SUMVARY COMMENTS:

The Lagoon Flying Scooter is sl'_:gnificant a the gatenide leve under Nationd Regiger Criteria A and O in the areas
o Entertainment/Rexregtion, Enginesring and Invention.  Amang the ddest operating rides at the Lagoon
Amusameant Park, the Flying Scooter is an excdlent and_rare example of the wark of American amusament ride
desgner Alvin Bisch and the Bisch-Rocco Amusament Caompany. Firs ingalled in the park in 1941, the interactive
ride reflects the trangtion of Lagoon Park fran a modedt, summer bethll_’l? resort into a popular mechanical
amusament park during the early twentieth century, and is a wdl-presrved illudration of the gaden age of American
amusament park desgn and enginering. The rdocation o the ride within the park isin kegping with the normal
devdopment d such rides, purpasdy built for ease of trangortation, erection, and movemant The new location, as
wdl as the indusion of replacement features, does nat subgantialy affect the overall |nte1g|ty o the unique resource
and its ability to convey its Sgnificance and contributions to the identified themes The property meds the
Regidration Reguirements set out in the MPS cover documant.

RECOM./CRITERIAANCN'-17] ArTEHLA A-'C
REVIEWER'Ar”o\ R Lo:*"xJAA DISCIPLINE I"TogiAAJ
TELEPHONE DATE /Ol ~W/[A

DOCUMENTATI ON see attached comments Y/ N see attached SLR(fI”

If a nom nationisreturned t othe nom natingauthority, the
nom nation i s no longer under consideration by the NPS













































| KAOOW mMwcU\M PARK, ?m.mmMxoK PAVI$ (



50 100 200 Feet
LAGOON FLYING SCOOTER w |
Lagoon Amusement Park

Farmmgton’ Davis County’ Utah Latitude: 40.987045 Longitude: -111.893307



Department of Heritage and Arts

Julie Fisher
Executive Director

State of Utah Sate Higtory 3
GARY R HERBERT Wilson G. Martin e
Governor Director .. NArHiN>;uiio:":i. yyyy J
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Lieutenant Governor
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CAROL SHULL

KEEPER

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
1201'1" (EYE) STREET, NW, 8" FLOOR (MS 2280)
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005

Dear Ms. Shull:
Endosed please find the regigtration formsand documentation for the following National Register

nominations that have been gpproved by the State Historic Presarvation Review Board and the Utah State
Higtoric Preservation Officer for nomination to the National Regigter of Historic Haces

Lagoon Carousd Farmington, Davis Co. A
Lagoon Flying Scooter Farmington, Davis Co.
Lagoon Roller Coeder Farmington, Davis Co.

Higtoric Resources of Lagoon Amusament Park MPS Farmington, Davis Co.

Thank you for your assstance with these nominations. Flesse contact me & 801/533-3559, or a
coryjensen@utah.gov if you have any questions.

J. Cory

Architectura Historian

National Regiger Coordinator

Office of Historic Presarvation
Endoaures
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Executive Director
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Governor Director
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TO: Carol Shull, Keeper,

National Register of Historic Places

FROM: Cory Jensen, National Register Coordinator
Utah State Historic Preservation Office

SUBJECT: National Register Nomination

The following materials are submitted on this ~1  day "f vy, 2012
for the nomination of the Lagoon Flying Scooters
to the National Regiger of Historic Places:

1 Original National Register of Historic Places nomination form

Multiple Property Documentation form
7 Photographic Prints
Supplemental Photographs (prints, photocopies, or imagefileson CD
L Gold Archival CD-R w/Image Files & Nomination PDF
J Original USGS Map(s) or Google/Bing Maps L at/L ong printout
J Sketch Map(s)/Figure(s)
Feces of Correspondence

Other

COMMENTS: PHess=review

For quedtions please contact Cory Jensen a 801/533-3559, or coryjensen(”utah.gov
30 S Rio Grake Sret « St Leke City, Uteh 84101 « (801) 5333500 «fecsimile(801) 5333567 « wwwhistary utshgov



