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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL {IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The landmark boundaries envelope a thin belt of unspoiled landscape punctuated
by small grassy knolls within Pioneer Monument State Park. Upon the tallest
knoll, Mormons erected 'Pioneer Monument" in 1947 to commemorate the early
Mormon emigrants. The native stone monument features a 60' pylon surrounded
by bronze figures of Brigham Young, Heber C. Kimball and Wilford Woodruff.
Bas-relief scenes in bronze around the 86' base illustrate numerous

historical events associated with the Mormon exodus from the Missouri

Valley. .From the small promontory, one.can obtain an unimpeded panorama

of the magnificent Salt Lake Valley. .The. stone. monument was de51gned by
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Emigration Canyon National Historic Landmark derives ‘its historical
significance primarily from asso¢iation with the original Mormon
emigration of 1847, Brigham Yolung led the trek westward from the
Missouri Valley through the rugged Wasatch Mountains. Threading his
way down Emigration Canyon, tradition holds that Brigham Young first
obtained an unobstructed view of the valley from the grassy knoll
where the native stone monument now stands. Upon ascending this
small hill, he is purported to have declared,”'rhis is the place."
The route pioneered by Young and his followers later became known

as the Mormon Trail, and was the path followed during future migrations

to the Great Salt Lake Valley until 1850 when Parley Pratt pioneered
the Golden Pass Trail south of Fmigration Canyon.
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The boundaries have been delineated to include a thin strip of unspoiled
landscape stretching westward from the commemorative monument. The

boundaries have also been drawn to exclude recent modérn development associated

with Pioneer Village within the State Park and to provide an unobstructed view
of the Great ‘Salt Lake Valley.
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