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1 i 
Assessor's Map #309 
UTM Reference: 18/699040/4663880 
Springfield South Qaudrangle 

Recorded by Fred Clarke 

Present apartments 

Ownership:! I Private individual 
Private o r g a n i z a t i o n x 

Public 

Original owner Frank Worthy 

DESCRIPTION: 

Date 1895-1905 " 

Source Springfield Republican 

Style Renaissance Revival 

Architect Gardner, Pyne s Gardner 

Exterior wall fabric brick 

Outbuildings — none 

Major alterations (with dates)  

1905 - 2 stories added 

1909 - joined to Mayo Block to east 
1981-82 - apartment renovation 
Moved Date 

Approx. acreage less than one acre 

Se t t ing Urban context; f ron t s on Main and 

Organizat ion SprinafieLd H i s to r i ca l Commission^Q^thington Street w i t h i n a se t t ing of s i -

Date January, 1981 mi lar ly-sca led bu i ld ings . 

(Staple a d d i t i o n a l sheets here) 



ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE (describe important architectural features and 
evaluate in terms of other buildings within community) 

The Worthy Hotel i s a Renaissance Revival structure of eight stories. I t was 
b u i l t as a six-story,eighty-room hotel i n 1895 on the s i t e of an e a r l i e r hotel 
which had been destroyed by f i r e . The hotel was enlarged twice. In 1905, i t 
was raised t o eight s t o r i e s , and the main entrance was moved to the present 
Worthington Street location. In 1909, the six-story Mayo o f f i c e building, (1896) 
Gardner> Pyne, and Gardner) d i r e c t l y east on Worthington Street was incorporated 
i n t o t h ^ hotel, r a i s i n g the Capacity of the hotel to 200 rooms. To accomplish 
t h i s , .an alley.ijetweeji the Mayo Building and the Worthy was f i l l e d i n and the 

. e n t i r e structure raised to a uniform eight stories. (Continued on next sheet.) 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICLANCE (explain the role ouTiers played in local ox state history 
and'how'th^^building relates to the development of the community) 

The Worthy Hotel achieved significance as the pre-eminent hotel i n Springfield 
during the f i r s t half of the 20th century. The Worthy Hotel i s also s i g n i f i c a n t 
as the f i r s t steel frame f i r e p r o o f building constructed i n Springfield. I t meets 
c r i t e r i a A & C of the NationaL Register of Historic PLaces. 
The Worthy Hotel was b u i l t i n 1895 i n the heart of Springfield's commercial 
d i s t r i c t . The hotel was b u i l t to the highest standards and achieved an admira­
ble reputation for i t s f i r s t class service and excellent dining room. Much of 
the s t a f f for the new hotel was recruited from the famous Tremont House i n 
Boston. Throughout the f i r s t several decades of the 20th century, Springfield 
thrived as a major railway interchange and manufacturing center. Much of the 
hotel's business was catered to business t r a v e l l e r s . The dining rooms of the 
Worthy Hotel were acclaimed as among the best i n Springfield and were patronized 
by Springfield area residents and hotel guests a l i k e . The two expansions of 
1905 and 1909 are evidence of the hotel's success. 

The Worthy Hotel was b u i l t by Justin Worthy, who had operated the fire-destroyed 
Glendower Hotel on the same s i t e . Justin Worthy was a selfmade business success. 
Worthy had made his fortune i n a l o c a l f l o u r m i l l and l a t e r began a paper manu­
factory. In 1888 he r e f i t t e d a commercial building f o r use as a hotel, a business 
he successfully operated u n t i l i t was destroyed by f i r e i n 1893. Frank Worthy 
took over the management of the hotel upon his father's death soon a f t e r the 
Worthy opened. Frank Worthy was responsible for building the hotel's reputation. 

.; Upon his death i n 1915, management of the hotel passed to a corporation with 
Daniel Burbank, a l o c a l real estate baron, at i t s head. 

(Continued on next sheet.) 
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Architectural Significance (continued) 

The Worthy Hotel i s b u i l t of buff b r i c k w i t h t e r r a cotta t r i m to the s i x t h f l o o r . The 
seventh and eighth f l o o r s are constructed of yellow brick and te r r a cotta t r i m accented 
by dark brick arranged geometrically at the eighth f l o o r . F i r s t f l o o r storefronts have 
been substantially altered and consist of conteitporary shop windows and signage. Two 
arched windows with t e r r a cotta window hoods flanked by three p i l a s t e r s project s l i g h t l y 
from the Main Street facade at the second f l o o r , o r i g i n a l l y to hi g h l i g h t the main 
entrance. This pattern i s repeated v e r t i c a l l y at the t h i r d and fourth floors with t e r r a 
cotta spandrels topping each grouping. Between the t h i r d and fourth f l o o r s , the word 
WORTHY appears i n the t e r r a cotta. Doiable arched windows topped by t e r r a cotta and 
enclosed withi n a f l a t arch flank the central projecting windows at the second f l o o r . 
Mullioned rectangular windows at the t h i r d and fourth levels are enclosed withi n a de­
corated te r r a cotta surround. A b e l t cornice tops the fourth f l o o r . Above are two-story 
Corinthianti)iiasters». The f i - f t h . and s i x t h story window^ are rectangular i n .form and have 
key stones of terr a cotta. Windows at the seventh f l o o r are arched with a terra cotta 
window hood. Two decorated t e r r a cotta arches at the seventh f l o o r r i s e from the p i l a s ­
ters of the s i x t h f l o o r . Three t e r r a cotta rosettes are placed between the windows at 
th i s l e v e l . A t e r r a cotta b e l t course separates the seventh and eighth floors. Win­
dows at thee^ghty-rfloor are square, enclosed w i t h i n a terr a cotta surround. The building 
i s topped by an entablature consisting of a dentilated architrave and a projecting 
bracketted cornice. I t meets c r i t e r i a A S C of the NationaL Register of Historic PLaces. 

The Worthington Street facade repeats the d e t a i l , proportion, and rhythm of the Main 
Street facade for the f i r s t ten bays east of Main Street. The major exception i s that 
the seventh f l o o r arches are replaced by te r r a cotta fl'eurs above the s i x t h f l o o r 
p i l a s t e r s i The Worthington Street facade east of the replicated main facade was annexed 
to the hotel and hence has a d i f f e r e n t pattem and rhythm to the window openings. 

The Mayo bu i l d i n g , annexed t b the Worthy Hotel i n 1909 retains i t s o r i g i n a l facade. The 
four easternmost bays along Worthington Street have mullioned windows. A frieze and cor­
nice band top the second story. The t h i r d story windows have arched window hoods with a 
terra cotta key. A cornice tops the t h i r d story. Five p i l a s t e r s with Corinthian terra 
cotta bases and capitals extend from the t h i r d f l o o r cornice to the s i x t h f l o o r . Windows 
on the fourth, f i f t h and s i x t h f l o o r s are rectangular with a v e r t i c a l mullion. The 
seventh f l o o r , added i n 1909, repeats the fenestration of the lower floors with rec­
tangular windows enclosed by a te r r a cotta surround. The eighth f l o o r repeats the geo­
metric patterning and fenestration of the main hotel. 

The former alleyway f i l l e d i n as part of the annexation of the Mayo building i s marked by 
a recessed facade at the f i f t h bay from the east along Worthington Street. A f i r s t 
f l o o r entry i s contained w i t h i n a limestone arch set on doiabled Ionic half-columns. At 
the second f l o o r a mullioned rectangular window i s flanked by Corinthian p i l a s t e r s 
topped by a decorated spandrel. The t h i r d f l o o r miillioned window i s enclosed by an 
arched ter r a cotta surround. Windows on the fou r t h , f i f t h , and six t h levels are un­
accented rectangular mullioned l i g h t s . The seventh f l o o r rectangiilar mullioned window i s 
highlighted by a projecting l i n t e l . The eighth f l o o r repeats the pattern of the rest of 
the building. The cornice over t h i s section i s s l i g h t l y recessed to r e f l e c t the s l i g h t 
setback of the facade. 

Staple to Inventory form at bottom 
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H i s t o r i c a l Significance (continued) 

The p r i n c i p a l a r c h i t e c t u r a l significance of the Worthy Hotel i s the use of a steel ske­
leton covered with t i l e to insure f i r e p r o o f i n g . This f i r s t use i n Springfield of a 
t o t a l steel frame was motivated by the most devastating f i r e i n Springfield's history 
which had destroyed the previous b u i l d i n g on the s i t e . The use of steel framing within 
a masonry envelope i s an ar c h i t e c t u r a l l y s i g n i f i c a n t bridge to the more open designs 
allowed by steel and embraced by Spr i n g f i e l d architects a few years l a t e r . 

The plan f o r the hotel was drawn by the Springfield f i r m of Gardner, Pyne, and Gardner. 
This f i r m was the busiest and most prestigious f i r m i n the c i t y . The Renaissance 
Revival s t y l i n g of the hotel was becoming increasingly popular at the time of the Worthy 
Hotel's construction and i s p a r t i c u l a r l y appropriate f o r an urban hotel. The two story 
addition of 1905 by the Springfield f i r m of Kirkham and P a r l e t t enhanced the hotel's 
Renaissance character. The p r i n c i p a l features of patterned brickwork and overhanging 
comice r e f l e c t Renaissance Revival s t y l i n g i n vogue at the beginning of the twentieth 
century. 

Bibliography and/or References (continued) 

The American Architect and Building News, 2/1/1896 plate 1049 "Business Premises for 
A.N. Mayo & Co., Springfield, Mass." 

I b i d , plate 1050 "The Phoenix Building, Springfield, Mass." 
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