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Springfield South Qaudrangle

Recorded by Fred C arke

Area Forni no.

3000 38

Town ggringfield
Address 1571 Main Streot-
Historic Mae worthy Hotel (o™it flIN]
Use: Original Hotel
Present apartnents

Omnership:! | Private individual
Private organizationx

Public

Original owner Frank Wrthy

DESCR PTI QN

Date 1895-1905 "
Source Springfield Republican

Style Renai ssance Revival

Architect Gardner, Pyne s Gardner

Exterior wall fabric brick

Qut bui I dings — none

Maj or alterations (with dates)
1905 - 2 stories added
1909 - joined t o Mwyo Block to east

1981-82 - apartnent renovation
Moved Dat e

Approx. acreage less than one acre

Setting Urban context; fronts on Main and

Organization SprinafieLd Historical Commission"Q"thington Street within a setting of si-

Date January, 1981

milarly-scaled buildings.

(Staple additional sheets here)



ARCH TECTURAL SIGNH CANCE  (describe important architectural features and
evaluate in terns of other buildings within comunity)

The Worthy Hotel is a Renaissance Revival structure of eight stories. |t was
built as a six-story,eighty-roomhotel in 1895 on the site of an earlier hotel
whi ch had been destroyed by fire. The hotel was enlarged twice. In 1905 it

was raised to eight stories, and the main entrance was noved to the present
Worthington Street location. In 1909, the six-story Mayo office building, (1896)
Gardner> Pyne, and Gardner) directly east on Worthington Street was incorporated
into th” hotel, raising the Capacity of the hotel to 200 rooms. To acconplish
this, .an alley.ijetweeji the Mayo Building and the Worthy was filled in and the
entire structure raised to a uniformeight stories. (Continued on next sheet.)

HSTCRCAL SANHAOANE (explain the role ouTiers played in local ox state history
and' how th*building relates to the devel opnent of the conmunity)

The Worthy Hotel achieved significance as the pre-em nent hotel in Springfield
during the first half of the 20th century. The Worthy Hotel is also significant
as the first steel frame fireproof building constructed in Springfield. It neets
criteria A & C of the NationalL Register of Historic PLaces.

The Worthy Hotel was built in 1895 in the heart of Springfield s conmercial
district. The hotel was built to the highest standards and achieved an admira-
ble reputation for itsfirst class service and excellent dining room Mich of
the staff for the new hotel was recruited fromthe famous Trenont House in
Boston. Throughout the first several decades of the 20th century, Springfield
thrived as a major railway interchange and manufacturing center. Mich of the
hotel's business was catered to business travellers. The dining roonms of the
Worthy Hotel were acclaimed as anong the best in Springfield and were patronized
by Springfield area residents and hotel guests alike. The two expansions of
1905 and 1909 are evidence of the hotel's success.

The Worthy Hotel was built by Justin Worthy, who had operated the fire-destroyed
G endower Hotel on the sane site. Justin Worthy was a selfmade business success.

Worthy had nade his fortune in a local flour mill and |ater began a paper manu-
factory. In 1888 he refitted a commercial building for use as a hotel, a business
he successfully operated until i tws destroyed by fire in 1893. Frank Wort hy

took over the managernent of the hotel wupon his father's death soon after the
Worthy opened. Frank Worthy was responsible for building the hotel's reputation.

. Uoon his death in 1915, nanagenent of the hotel passed to a corporation with
Dani el Burbank, a local real estate baron, at its head.

(Continued on next sheet.)

B BLIGRi.PHY and/ or REFERENCES

Springfield Daily Republican, 12/29/1894, p. 10, Annual biiilding report.
bid, 1/1/1905, p. 6 1/1/1909, p. 6.

Springfield Honmestead, 1/13/1894, p. 4 8/17/1895, p. 2

Springfield Morning Union, 1/10/1894, p. 4

Springfield Siinday Union, 12/2/1894, p. 3
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Indicate each itemon inventory foi mv*iich i s being continued bel ow
Architectural Significance (continued)

The Worthy Hotel i sbuilt of buff brick with terra cotta trimtothesixth floor. The
seventh andeighth floors are constructed of yellowbrick andterra cotta trim accented
by dark brick arranged geometricallyat theeighth floor. First floor storefronts have
been substantially altered andconsist of conteitporary shop wi ndows and signage. Two
arched windows with terra cotta window hoods flanked by three pilasters project slightly
fromthe Main Street facade at the second floor, originally tohighlight the main
entrance. This pattern i srepeated vertically atthethird andfourth floors with terra
cotta spandrels topping each grouping. Between thethird andfourth floors, the word
V@RTHY appears i nthe terra cotta. Doiable arched wi ndows topped byterra cottaand
enclosed within aflat arch flank the central projecting windows at the second floor.
Mul | ioned rectangul ar windows at thethird andfourth levels are enclosed within a de-
corated terra cotta surround. Awbelt cornice tops the fourth floor. Above aretwo-story
Gorinthianti)iiasters» The fi-fth. and sixth story w ndow* are rectangular i n.form and have
key stones of terra cotta. Wndows at the seventh floor are arched with aterra cotta
wi ndow hood. Two decorated terra cotta arches at the seventh floor rise fromthe pilas-
ters of the sixth floor. Three terra cotta rosettes are placed between the wi ndows at
this level. Aterra cotta belt course separates the seventh andeighth floors. Wn-
dows at theerghty-rfloor are square, enclosed within aterra cotta surround. The building
is topped by anentablatureconsisting of a dentilated architrave anda projecting
bracketted cornice. It meets criteria AS Cof the NationaL Register of Historic PLaces.

The Worthington Street facade repeats the detail, proportion, and rhythm of the Main
Street facade forthefirst tenbays east of Main Street. Themajor exception i s that
the seventh floor arches are replaced byterra cotta fl'eurs above the sixth floor
pilastersi  TheWbrthington Street facade east of thereplicated main facade was annexed
to the hotel andhence has a different pattem andrhythm to t he wi ndow openings.

The Mayo building, annexed t bthe Wrthy Hotel i n1909retains its original facade. The
four easternmost bays al ong Worthington Street have mullioned windows. A frieze andcor-
nice band top the second story. Thethird story wi ndows have arched w ndow hoods with a
terra cotta key. A cornice tops thethird story. Five pilasters with Corinthianterra
cotta bases andcapitals extend fromthethird floor cornice t othesixth floor. Wndows
on the fourth, fifth andsixth floors arerectangularwith avertical mullion. The
seventh floor, added i n 1909, repeats the fenestration of the lower floors with rec-
tangul ar wi ndows enclosed by a terra cotta surround. Theeighth floor repeats the geo-
metric patterning andfenestration of the main hotel.

The former alleyway filled i naspart of the annexation of the Mayo building i s nmarked by
a recessed facade atthefifth bayfromthe east along Worthington Street. A first

floor entry i scontainedwithin alimestone arch set on doiabled lonic half-colums. At
the second floor a mullioned rectangul ar window i s flanked by Corinthianpilasters

topped by a decorated spandrel. Thethird floor millioned window i s enclosed by an
arched terra cotta surround. Wndows onthe fourth, fifth, andsixth |evels are un-
accented rectangul ar mul lioned lights. Theseventh floor rectangiilar mullioned windowi s
highlighted by a projecting lintel. Theeighth floor repeats the pattern of the rest of
the building. The cornice over this section i sslightly recessed toreflect the slight
setback of t he facade.

Staple to Inventory form at bottom
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Indicate each item on inventory formv”idi is being continued below.
Historical Significance (continued)

The principal architectural significance of the Worthy Hotel i sthe useof a steel ske-
leton coveredwith tile toinsure fireproofing. This first useinSpringfield of a
total steel frame was motivated by the nmost devastating fire i nSpringfield' s history
whi ch had destroyed the previous building onthe site. The use of steel framng within
a masonry envelope i sanarchitecturally significant bridge tothe nore open designs

al l owed by steel andenbraced by Springfield architects a fewyears later.

The plan for the hotel was drawn by the Springfield firmof Gardner, Pyne, and Gardner.
This firmwas the busiest and most prestigious firminthe city. The Renaissance
Revival styling of the hotel was becoming increasingly popular atthe time of the Worthy
Hotel's construction andi sparticularly appropriate for an urban hotel. The two story
addition of 1905 by the Springfield firmof Kirkham andParlett enhanced the hotel's
Renai ssance character. Theprincipal features of patterned brickwork and overhanging

comce reflect Renaissance Revival styling i nvogue at the beginning of t he twentieth
century.

Bi bl i ography and/or References (continued)
The American Architect andBuilding News, 2/1/1896 plate 1049 "Business Prem ses for

AN Mwyo &Co., Springfield, Mass."
Ibid, plate 1050 "The Phoenix Building, Springfield, Mss."

Staple to Inventory form at bottom
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