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historic name Atwood-Higgins Historic District
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street & number Bound Brook Island Road * not for publication
city or town  Wellfleet vicinity
state  Massachusetts code MA county Barnstable code 001 zip code 02667

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended, | hereby certify that this ~2jfnomination

« request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth In 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property
K meets « does not meetthe National Register criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant

« nationally « statewide H locally. (¢ See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

Signature of certifying official/Title Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property™HTmeets ¢« does not meet the National Register criteria. (DSee continuation sheet for additional comments.)

Signature of certifying official/Title ' 1) yiDaler n '

state or Federal agency and bureau

4. Natonal Park Service Certification
I hgrepy certify that the property Is: jSlinature of the Keeper Date of Action
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e See continuation sheet
« determined eligible for the National Register
e See continuation sheet.
« detennined not eligible for the National Register
e See continuation sheet.
« removed from the National Register.
* See continuation sheet.
« other (explain)



Atwood-Higgins Historic District
Name of Property

5. Classification

Ownership of Property
(Check as many boxes as apply.)

Category of Property
(Check only one box.)

* private ¢ buildings

¢ public-local K district

¢ public-State « site

S public-Federal ¢ structure
* object

Name of related multiple property listings
(Enter "N/A" if property Is not part of a multiple property listing.)

N/A

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions
(Enter categories from Instructions.)

DOMESTIC: Single Dwelling. Secondary Structures. Camp

7. Description
Architectural Classification

(Enter categaries from ingrudtions)

COHONA BEFeRBIBY 20" CENTURY REVIVALS:Colonia
Revivd

Narrative Description

Barngable County, MA
Couty ad Sate

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include any previously listed resources In the count.)

Contributing Noncontributing
10 0 buildings
sites
structures
obiects
© 0 total

Number of contributing resources previously
listed in the National Register

Current Functions
(Enter categories from Instructions.)

RECREATION AND CULTURE: Musaum.
QOutdoor Recreation

Materials

(Enter categories from instructions.)

Yoditel aig@OBRWWKetherboard, Shingle

roof WOOD: Shingle; ASPHALT

othfir WOOD

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)
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DESCRIPTION

Summary

The Atwood-Higgins House was listed in the Nationd Regider as an individua propety in 1976 under
Criterion C & one of the earliest known examples of a Cgpe Cod Cottage on Lower Cgpe Cod. Thisamendment
to the Nationa Regiger nomination is intended to update and clarify the sgnificance of the property,
paticularly as it pertansto the changes meade to the property by George Higgins in the early twentieth century.
To accommodate the inclusion of additional resources, the individua listing is expanded into a district that
contains 13 contributing resources.

The Atwood-Higgins Historic District is an gpproximeately 24-acre property established es a homesteed around
1730 ad improved a a private recregtiond resdence during the first half of the twentieth century. The
property is located a the eest end of Bound Brook Idand in Wellfleet, Massachusetts, and is currently within
the Cgpe Cod Nationa Seashore (Cgpe Cod NS) on the Lower Cape The district encompesses the southeest
portion of George K. Higginss former estate and is bounded by Bound Brook Idand Roed to the north, the
banks of the Herring River to the south, and historical fence lines to the eest and west. These boundaries ae
limited to the developed section of the property and do not include the adjacent densdly forested Cgpe Cod NS
lands acquired from George Higgins. The district includes two contributing dtes and deven contributing
buildings, es well & severd man-made and naturd festures. There are no non-contributing properties within the
district. The primary resource on the property is a Cgpe Cod Cottage condructed by the Higgins family in
goproximatdy 1730. Severd utilitarian and recreational outbuildings ae located north of the housa The
Atwood-Higgins House was listed in the National Regigter of Historic Flaces on July 30, 1976 &s an individual
property with 24 acres The house was listed under Criterion C for its architectural significance & a
Fventeenth-cantury resdence. The purpose of this amendmeant to the original Nationa Regiser documentation
Is to correct the congtruction date of the house, evduate the property as a district of resources destribe its
current gppearance and condition, establish a more detalled significance satement that includes assodated
historical themesfor the whole period of significance; and amend the resource count, period of significance, and
National Register boundary.

Setting

The Atwood-Higgins property is Stuated on a peninsulathat extends south fromthe arm of Cgpe Cod nesr the
Truro-Wédllfleet political boundary. The peninsulais comprised of four former idands crested by the network of
tidal rivers flowing between the Cape Cod Bay to the west and Wellfleet Harbor to the south and eest. Bound
Brook Idand is a the north end of the peninsula The portions of Bound Brook, Duck Harbor, and the Herring
River that formerly separated the idand from the rest of Wellfleet are now primarily salt marshes Bound Brook
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Idand remains isolated from Wellfleet center to the southeest and Route 6, the primary regiond road that
extends through the eet Sde of Wellfleet toward the tip of the Cgpe The idand is only accessble from Pamet
Point/Old County and Bound Brook Idand roads, which connect to Route 6. Bound Brook Idand Roed
continues onto the idand as a narrow, dirt road. This remote section of Wellfleet is comprised of undeveoped,
naturd forest. The Atwood-Higgins property is one of the few clearings on theidand.

Resources

The Atwood-Higgins Historic District encompasses 13 contributing and no non-contributing resources. The 13
contributing resources in the district include the early-aeghteenth-century  Atwood-Higgins House, which was
previoudy listed in the National Regider as an individua property. Resources that have not been previoudy
listed, but are included as contributing to the district include 10 contributing outbuildings and two Stes. The
outbuildings include a woodshed, an early-twentieth-century garage, a bam, a guest housg, three privies, a
aumme house, a replica of a country sore, and a wellhouse. The dtes ae the Atwood-Higgins Grounds
landscgpe and the Atwood-Higgins Archaeologica Site.

The buildings of the district are small in scale, meade of inexpensve materids, and have minima ornamentation.
The magjority have wood shingle or board siding, gable roofs covered in wood shingles, and plank trim painted

red. The summer house, garage, wellhouse and two of the privies are located inthe forested aressof the district,

but the remainder of the resources are Sited in the open, centra sections of the property. The sore, bam, guest

house, and guest house privy are located in the meadow, dightly uphill from the woodshed and house to the
south. The Atwood Higgins Grounds landscgpe is comprised of a variety of historic assodated feetures,

including remnants of a gate and split-rail fence network, a sundia, pump, dry well, sand drives and former

roads, an arbor, and garden plantings. In addition to the secondary features within the landscgpe, the property

formerly contained antiques and manuscripts collected by George K. Higgins, the owner of the property during
the first half of the twentieth century. The mgjority of these collections hes been removed from the property and

remans in NPS sorage.

Resour ce Descriptions
Atwood-Higgins Grounds

The Atwood-Higgins Grounds (contributing Site) conss of the 24-acre parcel of property encompeassad by
the didtrict boundaries The area contains all of the contributing resources within the digtrict, as well as a
number of assodated historic landscgpe features that are not counted individually, but together add to the
landscepe's significance. The Atwood-Higgins Grounds is an irregularly shgped arealocated on the south Sde
of Bound Brook Idand Road. The property dopes southeast from the road toward a narrow section of the
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Herring River, which formsits southeest boundary. Views of the river are obstructed by a gesp hill to the west
and forest growth dong the edges of the property. The property is acocessad from Bound Brook 1dand Road via
agrave and dirt driveway (associated feature) that leads to a wooden swing gate (associated feature). The

gate hes aweight box a one end to facilitate opening and closing. From the gate, the driveway descadsto a

gently rolling meaedow (associated feature) inthe center of the property (Photograph 1). A duder of inward-

facing, mgtic outbuildings, including the Bam, Country Store, and Guest House, are located in the center of the

meedow, which is gpotted with trees and low plantings (Photograph 2). The drive loops through the mesdow

and continues downhill where it terminates a the rear of the origina house on the property. The house faces
south, away from the outbuildings and looks out & an open front lawn (associated feature) with an arched

wood arbor (associated feature) a its southem end (Photograph 5). Additional outbuildings, deteriorating
fence sections, and overgrown paths are located in the woods eest and west of the house A path located eet of
the meedow is an aandoned ssgment of Old Town Road (associated feature), which formerly crossed

through the property. Another remaining section of the road extends west from the driveway loop toward

assodaed land outside the district. A granite sundial base (associated feature) islocated afew feet eadt of the

Gues Housa

The property and severd of the utilitarian and naturd features within it, comprises the setting and contributesto

the rugtic fedling of the district. The natura landscape and topography of the property, improved with twentieth-

century plantings, provide a scenic backdrop for the resources within it. With the exception of the minor

leveling of building gtes, the property retains its origina rolling coastd landscape doped toward the riverfront,
and maure forest that surrounds the centrd living soaces Informal planting beds and trees (associated

features) were aranged to provide visua interest to the property. The extant plantings comprise lessthan half

of those on the property during the first half of the twentieth century. Climbing roses, iris, yarrow, barberry,

lilac, day lilies, and Englishivy plants remain agang some of the buildings. The majority of the forest retains a
native mixture of pine, oak, and locust trees. The open fields have a variety of native and non-native plants,

including chives, phlox, danddions, garlic mustard, Japaenese honeysuckle, prickly peer cactus, and yucca; and

pin cherry, cedar, maple, locust, and oek trees (Donddson 2007:117-125).

The driveway provides circulation through the property, and hes the aesthetic of a historic country road. The
majority of the driveway is sand with grass growing inthe middle. The north section near Bound Brook Idand
Road hes alayer of gravd that is covered with pine needles. Since the drive is comprised of naturd materids, it
blends in with the surrounding landscape and follows its natural contours. The driveway retains its historic
configuration dating to a leest the early twentieth century.

The property's sysem of split-rail fences(associated feature) addsan agricultura aesthetic to the district. The
fence network includes sections with two and three railsthat span approximately 8 feet between pods. The two-
rail fence dong the driveway was recondructed in 2007. The fence sysem was reconfigured severd times after
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its initial congruction in the 1920s and higtoricaly included an anima endosure west of the bam. Short,
deteriorated sections of fence remain in the woods in the south half the property. Notable fence featuresinclude
a whaebone pos immediately north of the house and the weight for a swing gate neer the entrance to the
property. The fence continues a ong Bound Brook Idand Road and Bound Brook Way outsde the district.

While the driveway and fence system add scenic value to the district, the remnants of the utility sysem enabled

the u=e of the property during the twentieth century. Evidence of the water sysdem ingdled in the 1920s and

1930s is visble immediatey north of the house where a hand pump (associated feature) and hose hookup

remain. The base of a seoond hose hookup is located a the et Sde of the Woodshed. The original reservoir

tank and more than 600 feet of pipe ae underground. Additionally, a concrete manhole cover st into the
ground northeest of the Woodshed marks the location of a 1938 septic tank that served the house A higtoric
period dry well (associated feature) islocated eedt of the house

Atwood-Higgins House

The Atwood-Higgins House (LCS No. 007498, MHC No. WLF.276, contributing building) is located
downhill from the majority of the outbuildings & the terminus of the driveway through the property
(Photograph 3). 1t faces south toward aflat lawn and the woods that obstmct views of the Herring River to the
outhees. The house is a one-and-one-hdf-gory, post-and-beam. Cgoe Cod Cottage congmcted in
gpproximately 1730 as a half-cape. Architectural evidence suggeststhat that house was expanded into athree-
quarter-cgpe in the late eighteenth-century and enlarged again into a full cgpe by 1805. The masing of the
house istypical of a full cgpe erected during the period. It messures five bays wide by two bays degp and hes a
one-and-one-haf-gory addition on the west (Sde) devation that was constructed by 1820 (Photograph 4).

The house hes a moderatdy pitched sde gable roof that is clad with wood shingles. A large brick chimney
extends ebove the center of the roof ridge. The exterior walls have wood clapboard siding on the facade and
wood shingle siding on the secondary devations. The comers are trimmed with smple wood boards and the
house gts on a continuous brick foundation. Interior structura pattems, the uneven spacing of the windows, and
the off-center location of the main door indicate thet the esst half of the house is the oldest section. The main
entrance islocated in the middlebay of the facade (south elevation). It condsts of a panded wood door st with
a dmple Fedard syle surround with engaged pilasters and a five-light rectangular transom. Half of a granite
millwhed is st into the ground and functions as the front siep. Two secondary entrances with panded doors,
wide plank surrounds, and the same transom ae located a ether end of the north (rear) devation. The
ssoondary entrance a the eest end of the building opens into the origina haf-cape house and the other half of
the millwhed is placed infront of it for use as a 9ep. The west entrance opensinto the ell. Fenedtration on the
house consgs of symmetrically soaced, sngle rectangular openings. The two west windows on the facade are
goeocad farther from the entrance than the two a the eest end. The window openings contain original, nine-over-
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Sx double-hung wood seeh and have exterior plank frames. A single louvered window opening is located in
each gabdle end. A one-gtory, one-by-one-bay, shed roof addition is atached to the west eevation and the west
el endoses exterior cdlar gtairs. The addition was erected by 1850 and hes a door comprised of two wide
boards on the south e evation.

The house is condructed of a pos-and-beam sysdem with a principa rafter roof, plank-framewalls, and brick
foundation. The roof is comprised of sx rafter bays supported by common purlins and covered with wood
sheathing thet runs pardld to the rafters (Fader 1980:53). The wall construction sysem istypicad of Plymouth
Colony methods, and includes the use of vertical board sheathing between the comer postsrather than suds and
horizontal boards. The comer pogts support the horizontal beams and Sit on a floor sysem comprised of sills
ad joists supported by the brick foundation. The foundation messuresfrom three to saven courses high and was
replaced between 1928 and 1929 (Feder 1980:49; Higgins 1919-1961:74). An 8-foot diameter circular brick
cdlar with asand floor islocated under the ell and likely datesto the early nineteenth century (Fader 1980:55).
The cdlar is accessble from the exterior endosure a the south eevation of the ell. The smcture of the house
becomeslighter and lessvisible between the earlier eest half of the building and the westward additions.

The plan of the Atwood-Higgins House is typical of a ftill cape with rectangular rooms aranged in a circular
pattem around the centra chimney. The house contains Sx rooms on the main floor, two rooms in the west ell,
and an atic loft with an endosad bedroom & the eest end. The main entrance opensto a shalow foyer and an
atic darway located in front of the chimney. Four brick fireboxes connect to the chimney and historically
heeted the primary goeces in the house. Two, proportionate, gpproximately 13-foot by 13-foot, square rooms
flank the gair hall and chimney in the south half of the house. The Eagt Front Room (101)', located in the older
portion of the house, functioned as the living room (Photograph 16) and the West Front Room (108), functioned
& a bedroom (Photogragph 18). The back of the house contains the kitchen and its early-nineteenth-century
extendons The original Kitchen (104) extends across the eest Sde and includes a 7-foot-wide Bedroom (102)
and Buttery (103) a its esst end. The nineteenth-century Kitchen (105) in the northwest comer of the house hes
the same proportions as the front rooms, but the firebox is angled as a result of connecting it to the origina
chimney (Photogrgph 17). Three doors inthe west wall of the nineteenth-century Kitchen (105) provide aooess
into the ell. The north 4 feet of the ell isasscond pantry goece, called the West Buttery (106). The south 10 feet
of the el contains the West Bedroom (107). The two €l rooms ae sgparated by a second attic Sairway
condructed circa 1850. The Attic Bedroom is an approximately 17-foot-long, 10-foot-wide, finished room.

The interior of the house is generdly finished with plaster walls and ceilings, pine wainscoting and panding,
sample wood window and door casngs, and wood floors of wide or various-szed boards. Panded doors with

' The room names and carresponding numba's are aossreferenced to the Atwood-Higgins House Higoric Sruciure Report prepered
by Madal. Feda in 1980.
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Norfolk thumb-latches and built-in cupboards are dso located throughout the house The interiorfini shesrange
in dete from the early eighteenth century to the mid-twentieth century and reflect the progresson of dterations
to the origina house over time. The majority of the surfaces have been stripped down to the original wood.

The Ead¢ Front Room (101) retains its origina wide board floor, and framing members, which have been casd
in. The casad summe beam extends ees-west across the middle of the plaster ceiling. The mgjority of the
plagter walls are covered with wood. Wide boards installed horizontally dong the bottom of the south, eedt, and
north walls form wainscoting; and the west wall includes late-nineteenth-century, horizontal, raised panding
over the firebox. Panded doors south of the firebox leed to adosat and the main entrance.

Two doors in the north wall provide aocess into the Kitchen (104) and Bedroom (102). The interior of the

Kitchen, which isinthe older eest half of the house, is smilar to the Eagt Front Room (101). It hes wide plank
floors, plager walls and cellings, and smple wide board panding. The Kitchen (104) retains itsorigina panded
esd partition with the origina casing and door leading to the Buttery (103) (Fader 1980:60). The Buttery (103)
and Bedroom (102) off the kitchen are finished with plaster and vertical board walls and various-9zed board

floors. The south wall of the Kitchen (104) contains the firebox, which wes dtered during the nineteenth

century, and apine cupboard to the eest. The west partition wall is congtructed of vertical, wide pine boards and
datesto the early nineteenth century when the house was extended into afull cgpe A sngle door in the partition

opans to the west Kitchen (105). This room hes the same type of floor boards as the rest of the kitchen and

retains itsoriginal panded firebox surround. The surround is comprised of two recessed horizonta pands above

the firebox, with narrow, vertical pands and smal cabinets to the eest. The firebox is located in the southesst

comer of the room, between the door to the rest of the kitchen and door leading to the West Front Room (108).

The West Front Room (108) reflects an early-nineteenth-century style. It hes an origind Federd syle firebox
surround with engaged pilasters and a molded mantel. A recessad pand above the mantd extends into crown
molding that continues throughout the room. Other features include more daborate window and door casings,
besshoards and wainscoting, and a cased corner post. The wood floorsand trim ae painted. Floral wallpaper
that dates to gpproximately 1960 covers the walls. A six-panel wood door inthe eest wall leads badk to the front
entry, which retains unpainted wide boardf| oorsand wall paper.

The Buittery (106) and Bedroom (107) in the west ell have smilar trestiments as the other kitchen goeces Both
rooms have three plagter walls with beeded horizontal board wainscoting, and one wall comprised of besded,
vertical boards The corner post in the northwest comer of the Buttery is casad. The mgority of the wall
surfaces in the west el are painted.

The el and main darcasss have draight dignments, tall risers, and vertical board walls. All of the surfaces
within them ae painted. The ell daircase is accessble from a painted, four-pane wood door and the main
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darcase retains an original, circa 1730 three-pand door similar to the door between the eest Kitchen (104) and
buttery (103) (Feder 1980:72). Both darcases are located within the unfinished portion of the attic. The attic
hes exposad rafters and vertical sheathing, and shiplgpped floorboards running east-west. The endossd
bedroom a the esst end waas converted into a sngle room from two in 1920. The bedroom hes plagter cellings
and walls, wallpaper, and wood trim that date to this converson (Fader 1980:72). The bedroom floor is smilar
to the rest of the attic.

Asdde from the historic reconfigurations of the house rdated to expansons, dterations are generdly limited to
repairs and surface trestments. Exterior dterations include the remova of dhutters in 1919, replacement of the
roof and eedt wall shingles, and repainting. Stimctura dterations sem from replacement of structura members
as nesded, including the foundation and eest sills. The el roof wes dso dightly raised in 1938 to creste more
interior goace On the interior, the original secondary aircase, formerly located in the northeast comer of the
Weg Front Room, was removed when the ell was congructed in the early nineteenth century. The magjority of
the historic wallpaper and paint was removed in the twentieth century. Effortsto preserve the house in 194
involved the recongtruction of a portion of the masonry foundation, chimney and firebox repairs, exterior
painting, installation of monitoring equipment, installation of a new ged column in the gair dost, ad
carpentry including epoxy repairs to rafters, shimming sills, and replacement of the deteriorated south door
threshold (Chilcoat 1994). Overall, the house retains a high degree of stmctural, architectura, and materia
integrity thet reflect its usee over time.

Woodshed

The Woodshed (LCS No. 040423, contributing building) is located immediately northesst of the Atwood-
Higgins House and faces west toward the house and driveway (Photograph 6). The building is a one-gory,
wood-frame building with awood-shingled, gable roof, wood shingle siding, plank trim and two additions. The
original section is an enclosed, rectangular shed with no foundation that was congtructed before 1919 when the
property sarved as the pamanent resdence of the Atwood-Higginsfamily. A plank hanging bam door is
located on the facade and the south (Sde) eevation hes a pededtrian door made of pine plywood. Thewood
shingle cladding was removed from the house and ingdled over origina vertical board sheathing on the
Wooddhed in 1920. An approximately 10-foot high, wood-frame shed with two open bays on the facade was
added to the north (3de) eevation of the original shed in 1923. This additionis clad in wood shingles and hes
no foundation. The sscond addition is a one-dory, two-bay by onebay stmcture condmcted in 1938 that
extends across the eedt (rear) elevation. It hes a shed roof that continues the dope of the gable on the original
shed, which was reconfigured when the addition was erected. Other feaiures include six-over-six, double-hung
wood saeh, abrick foundation and apine plywood pedestrian door located on the south (Side) elevation.
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The interior of the woodshed is primarily open, but remains separated into three sections. The dirt floor inthe
origina shed was covered with a plank floor in 1920, and the walls are covered with unfinished, horizontally
laid wood board. The room currently functionsas a workshop. The endosed rear addition contains alaundry
and bathroom. The Woodshed is in good condition and retains its historic twentieth-century desgn and
materids.

Garage

The Garage (LCSNo. 040421, contributing building) is Sted within the forested west edge of the district and

Is acoessble from a drive that extends southwest from the main driveway loop (Photogrgph 7). A remaining
section of the Old Town Road converges with the driveway immediatedly northeest of the garage. The garage

wes condructed by handymen David Curran and Frank Williams in 1929. The garage is aone-gtory, two-bay by
onebay wood frame building with an original one-bay €ll atached to the northwest (3de) devation. It hes a

shdlow, wood-shingled gable roof, wood-shingle wall cladding, unpainted plank trim, and no foundation. Three
garage doors located on the facade (northeest elevation) conss of vertical plank double doors with drap hinges

and curved comers & the top, sawn to resemble a ssgmentl arch. The interior of the Garage is an open Soece

and contains Hemlock boards installed in 1933. The Garage isingood condition, with the exception of moisture
damage dong the bottoms of the doors and the shingles a grade on the west (rear) elevation.

Wdlhouse

The Wdlhouse (LCS No. 040425, contributing building) is a small, concrete-block, utilitarian building set
into the hillside a the southeest edge of the property neer asharp bend inthe Herring River (Photograph 8). The
Welhouse faces southeedt toward the river and is not visible from the other resources in the district. It hes an
agphdt-dad, front gable roof with overhanging eaves and exposaed rafter tails painted green. A single, wood
plank, pededrian door centered on the facade provides access to the pump insde. The Welhouse was
congmcted in 1932 during the ingtalation of a water sysem upgrade that provided weater to the house and
lawns. The Welhouse isin good condition.

Barn

The Barn (LCS No. 007490, MHC No. WLF.46, contributing building) occupies the center of the mesdow
between the Country Store and Guest House, and is oriented facing south (Photograph 9). The driveway loop
wrgps aound the eest dde of the building. The Barn is a rectangular, one-and-one-hdf-story, wood-frame,
building erected in 1925 with sdvaged historic materids. It hes a wood-shingled, sSde-gable roof that
overhangs on the wes (Sde) eevation. The walls are condructed of a single layer of vertical pine planks nailed
to horizonta planks that run between the wood posts on the interior. The wallsare sheethed in wood shingles on
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the eet (3de) and north (rear) devations, but the rest of the building is exposad to weethering. The main floor
of the building is devated by wood piers, but the plank wallsextend to grade. The exterior of the barn isplain,
with no orament and few windows and doors to divide the eevations. The primary entrance to the barn
condgts of deteriorated plank double door located a the eest end of the facade (south eevation). Two plank
pedestrian doors located a the southwest corner of the building provide additional aoccess to the interior.
Windows are limited to a few square openings on the west and south elevations and one opening in the eest
gable that lacks the original six-over-sx wood sseh. Anoriginal, shed-roofed ell with an open carriege bay a
the eest end extends acrass the majority of the north (rear) elevation. In 1927, a rectangular, one-story ausex
was congmcted on the eedt (Side) elevation to add aesthetic interest to the otherwise blank wall. The anex hes
plank wals, and an asgphdt-clad sde geble roof that overhangs on the facade to provide a shdlow shdter for
wood or other dorage. A lean-to condructed on the west devationin 1928 is no longer extant.

The bam is of platform frame construction with unfinished pine plank floors and walls on the interior. The
interior isprimarily open and includes amain floor, crawl goece beow, and sorage loft. A room iswalled off in
the northwest comer of the barn, and may have sarved as the tool room, that was converted into adesping room
in 1931. The double doors open to the primary utility goace, which extends to the carriage shed a the north
(rear) eevation. The anex is accessble from the bam through a four-panel wood door. The barn retains the
majority of itsoriginal materias, but isin poor condition due to the deterioration of the wood plank walls.

Guest House

The Guest House (LCSNo. 007492, MHC No. WLF.484, contributing building) is adjacent to the Bam on
the north half of the property and faces west toward the Country Store. The Guest House is aamdll-scae, wood-
framebuilding that was congructed in 1929 and weas desgned to replicate an older house (Photograph 10). The
Guest House is comprised of five rectangular one-tory sections, congtructed in three pheses Each section of
the building hes a gable roof and walls dad in wood shingles, plank trim painted red, and a brick foundation.
Theoriginal portion of the house includes athree-bay-long, one-bay-wide centra section with asde gabdleroof,
and a two-bay-long by two-bay-wide sde gabled ell located on the south half of the eest (rear) devation. In
1951, a three-bay-long, one-bay-wide addition condructed dong the eedt (rear) devation adjacent to the
origina ell. The 1951 addition extends pedt the end of the origind house and is therefore visble from the
facade. It ds0 included a one-bay wide, front gable bathroom ell thet extends from its eedt (rear) elevation. A
ssoond onebay by onebay addition was congtructed on the south sSde of the origina house in 1952 to provide
Soecefor a kitchen.

Access inddethe houseis provided by four entrances. The main entrance is a solid wood door recessed within a
porch & the south end of the facade. The porch is finished with a brick floor, horizontal board siding, and a
decorative historic light fixture. Ancillary entrances include plank doors on the south eevation of the original
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ell and et dlevation of the bathroom ell, and a panded Dutch door with anine-light top section on the south
dde of the kitchen addition. All of the windowsare currently covered with plank wood shutters painted red to
metch the trim. Typical windows include square, four-light and rectangular, six-over-six double-hung wood
saxeh. Paired diamond-pane casament windows ornament the facade of the kitchen addition. A messve, partialy
inset exterior brick chimney on the north end of the original house further contributes to its aesthetic. A smdler
exterior brick chimney is atached to the eedt (rear) devation of the origina ell.

The Guest House hes a platform frame structural system thet is designed to look like an older, post-and-beam
cottage. The mgority of the interior finishesand architectura dements are constmcted of sdvaged materids.
The floor plan is generdly open within eech of the five sections of the house. The main section of the house
contains aliving room desgned with an interpreted Colonia aesthetic. Hewn beams reused from a locd bam
ormament the plagter celling and the north wall of the room is defined by a brick firebox with flanking built-in
shdves Thefloorsand walls are finished with wide, salveged wood boards. Bedrooms with similar floor and
wall finishesare located inthe 1951 addition and original ell, which are accessble from the living room. The
kitchen, located in the 1952 addition, is the most modern room in the house It hes aplain dry waled ceiling,
wallsfinishedwith painted drywall and bluetile, and alinoleum floor. The stove, sink, and laminate countertop
ae aranged onthe west wall. The Guest House isin good condition and has not been substantialy dtered snce
1952.

Guest House Privy

The Guest House Privy (LCS No. 040422, contributing building) faces south and is located more than 100
feet eedt of the Guest House a the edge of the woods (Photogragph 11). The privy isaone-gtory, one-bay-wide,
wood-frame building that was moved to its current locationin 1930, but likely datesto the nineteenth century.
The exterior of the privy is clad with wood shingles and rests on concrete blocks st into the ground. A single,
green-painted plank door with a'Yadeand Twine Company lock is centered on the facade (south elevation). The
north (rear) eevation includes a two-light window below the gable and an approximately 2-foot high access
door a the bottom. The 9de devations are blank. The interior isfinishedwith plankfloorsand plank walls with
remnants of wallpaper. The bench ingde the privy isasample plank box with three seetsand plank covers The
privy isin fair condition. Some of thefl oorboardsand exterior shingles are deteriorating.

Summer House

The Summer House (LCSNo. 040409, MHC No. WLF.485, contributing building) is sted aop ahill in the
wooded southwest comer of the property, and overlooks the main house and lawvn below (Photogreph 12). The
building is a one-gory, two-bay by two-bay, wood-framed seesond deeping cabin condructed in Dorchester
and ingalled on its current gte in 1936. It hes an overhanging, shalow hip roof cad in wood shingles, ad
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plank sding and trim. Concrete blocks devate the building gpproximately 1 foot off the ground. Desgned for
warm weether use, two large rectangular openings goen across the top half of eech eevation to provide cross
ventilation. The openings are protected by top-hinged plywood covers with latches near the bottom. Access to
the interior is provided by a single plank door centered on the facade (eest elevation). Alterations to the summer
house include the reshingling of the roof in 1950 and a subgtantia recongtruction in 1960. The building
origindly st on a wood platform and had vertical log siding, screens and an awning sysem operated by

pulleys.
Country Store

The Country Store (LCS No. 007491, MHC No. WLF.483, contributing building) is indde the driveway
loop adjacent to the Barn and faces eadt toward the Guest House The store was congructed between 1947 ad
1949 with three sections, and was designed to resemble an older, rural village building that hed evolved over
time (Photograph 13). The building wes congructed with awood platform frame aop a brick foundation and
hes wood shingled gable roofs. The centra section of the dore is a one-and-one-hdf-story, two-bay wide block
with afront gable roof It hes afull-width porch acrass the facede (eest elevation) and a hoist bay on the west
(rear) eevation. A lower, one-and-one-hdf-story, three-bay by one-bay ell projects from its south elevation.
The ell hes a 9de gable roof and an interior chimney on the eest dope. The third section of the building isa
small, one-gory, one-bay-wide stmcture constmcted to look like an addition. Itswes half is covered by a front
gable roof and the eedt half is covered by a shed roof that extends from the roof of the centra section of the
building. The exterior of the Country Store hes the same smplistic, mstic aesthetic as the other outbuildings in
the digtrict. The facade hes dapboard siding, but the sscondary eevations ae clad with wood shingles.
Omament is limited to plank trim and plank window shutters that are painted red. The primary entrance to the
Country Store condsts of a smple plank door accessble from the front porch. An overszed souare window
opening adjacent to the main entrance represents a storefront. Secondary entrances include aplank door on the
facade of the ell, and two plank doors a the north end of the west (rear) éevationof the building. Thewindows
conds primarily of rectangular openings with origind double-hung wood saeh. All of the windows are
currently covered by the shutters.

Each section of the Country Store contains a single, open room on the interior. The main entrance opensinto the
primary interior goece, which was desgned to resamble a historic village convenience sore and pod office
(Photogrgph 19). Similar to the Guest House, salvaged hand-hewn beams from historic bams were ingtaled in
the ceiling to give the gopearance of post and beam construction. The floors and mgority of the wallsin the
dore room and adjacent north room are covered with unfinished, widewood boards. The gpeoe contains various
wood shdves and apanded counter related to the historic use of the building as antiques Sorage and desgn asa
replica sdore/pos office. Wood doors with six recessad pands provide aoocess from the primary goece into the
rooms on ether end of the building. A study occupies the south ell. The sudy isfinishedwith a polished oak
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floor, and plagtered walls accented by wood crown molding. The northwall of the sudy contains abrick firebox
with afull-height, panded pine mantel. A built-in bed with drawers benegth extends acrossthe west wall. The
Country Store isin good condition and hes not been substantialy atered. Most of the antiques originally stored
ingde have bean removed from the property.

Atwood-Higgins House Privy

The Atwood-Higgins House Privy (contributing building) is located approximately 10 feet west of the house
near the edge of the woods (Photograph 14). The privy wes carefully reconstructed in 2007 utilizing someof the
fabric from the origina and congtructed to its original dimensons. During the reconstmction it was re-oriented
to face south, indead of esdt toward the house. The wood-frame building hes a front geble roof, painted plank
trim, and ress on pressure-trested wood. All exterior surfeces are clad in wood shingles. Smilar to the Guest
House Privy, it hes a centered plank door on the facade (south eevation), and a smal window and aoccess hatch
on the rear (north) elevation. Rectangular vents are located a the roofline on the 9de devations. An uncut gone
functions as a gep to the door. The interior of the privy contains a angle-ssat bench, plank floorsand plank
walls.

Northwes Privy

The Northwest Privy (contributing building) is located in the wooded areawest of the driveway and Country
Store (Photogrgph 16). It is a one-story, one-bay-wide, wood-frame building smilar in design to the Guet
House Privy. The front gable roof hes rotted through and only the rafters remain. Wood shingles cover the rest
of the exterior. An unfinished, plank door is centered on the facade (southeest eevation).

Atwood-Higgins Archaeological Ste

The Atwood-Higgins Archaeological Site (contributing Site) contains a variety of historic period features
identified both ingde and immediately outsde of the Atwood-Higgins House and contained within a roughly
432 snuare meler area The congtituent features include: aheavily disturbed builder's trench and brick wakway
dong the north foundation of the house a cobble platform or floor indgde the existing chimney; a relict
eghteenth- through the early-nineteenth-century yard surface undemesath the westem half of the house and
extending into the south and west lawns; a late-eighteenth- through early-nineteenth-century midden depostin
the eedt lawn; apossble clay-lined drainage conduit; and an early-eighteenth- through early-nineteenth-century
midden feature a the cellar entrance adong the west foundation wall and extending benesth the west addition.
The dte maintains good integrity and hes the potentia to provide important information regarding the
congtmction chronology of the house, as well as landscape organization and housshold successon among the
Atwood and Higgins familiesduring the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries. On a broader levd, the Ste
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exhibits a degree of landscgpe integrity unusud for properties dating to that period. As such, the property may
contain a broader range of intact archeological features and cultural materid depodts with the potentid to
address quedions of locad and regiona importance including the early settlement of the idand, early agriculture,
and the establishment and modification of transportation networks.

Cdllections Satement

A vaiety of collections associated with the Atwood-Higgins House District are vauable sources of information
about the historical use of the property, but ae not contributing resources within the district. Most of the items
that meke up the collection have been removed from the property and are dored & various locations within the
Cape Cod NS, where they are maintained in good condition. Sdect items were retained on Ste for the purpose
of public interpretation. The collections condst of three primary types. furnishings origina to the house, George
K. Higginss persond collection of antiques and periodicds that he displayed on the property during the
twentieth-century, and George K. Higgins's persond papars The NPS aso recorded a datement from Higgins
in 1960 in which he described the history of his family and the Atwood-Higgins edtate, ad the origins and
locations of someof his persond property.

Higgins inherited severd furnishings when he took ownership of the family edate. Items that ae origina to the
house or originated from within the family included severa rope beds, senciled chairs, firebox, andirons and
flint, dlverware and cookware, a wood bench, a braided rug, original Currier and lves prints, ad a lae
eghteenth-century gun and powder horn. Some of the artifacts that Higgins kept in the outbuildings ae dso
original to the property or family, including a carriage, deigh, some of the farm equipment, agrain cradle, ad
cattle pokes. The complete inventory of the collections acquired from the property includes along list of other
utilitarian objects, such a clothing, needlework supplies, lamps, mirrors, blankets or quilts, hygiene items,
books, hardware, and household tools. The origin of many of these small items is not known, but given their
prectical usss it is likely that they are assodaed with the resdential use of the house by the Atwood-Higgins
family during their long period of ownership.

The antiques amassad by George K. Higginsand digplayed in the Country Store and Bam rdate to his interest
in higtorical cultural patterns and genedogy. These items are vauable in taems of understanding Higginss
persond philosophies and gods for the Atwood-Higgins edate, but are not related to the use of this specific
property. These objects ae primarily smal items. They include additional farming equipment uch & an
oxbow, blacksmith's tools, whaling implements and ship's logs, "Americana’ objects such as a aeam skimmer
and sogp-making utendlls, historic sgns, nineteenth- and early-twentieth-century periodicals, trade posersad
catdogs, prints and paintings, and non-family letters dating from 1790 to 1891. The mgjority of these items
were catdogued and removed from the property from 1988 to 1989. They are currently located a the Cgpe Cod
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NS dorage facility and the Sdt Pond Visitor Center Museum. A few miscdlaneous items remain in the Garage
and Country Store on the property.

George K. Higginss persond pgpers provide more specific information regarding his genedogy ad form a
record of his mantenance and dterations to the Atwood-Higgins estate. His pgpars conas of persond notes,
family correspondence, legal and genedlogicd records from 1821 to 1972, desds recelpts and accounting books
for the property, mantenance records and corregpondence with hired workmen, gopliance information,
photograph abums, persona memorabilia, drawings for constmction projects on the property, guest books, and
ajoumal conceming the Atwood-Higginsestate The joumal contains annua entries from 1919 to 1961, in
which Higgins describes how he acquired the estate, maintenance projects, landscaping, the constmction of new
buildings and infrastructure, friends and family who visited the property, periods of Higginss occupancy, ad
his thoughts about the estate Out of al of Higgins's collections, thejoumal provides the mog detailed account
of his activitieson the property. Higgins's papers have been archived and are gored a the Cgoe Cod NS,
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BUILDINGS-11

Atwood-Higgins House 007489
Woodshed 040423
Country Store 007491
Bara 007490
Gues House 007492
Guet House Privy 040422
Summe House 040409
Garege 040421
Wdlhouse 040425
Atwood-Higgins House Privy  none
Northwest Privy none
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City/Town
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Building
Building
Building

Building
Building

Building
Building
Building

Building
Building

Ste
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Historic Associated Features of the Atwood-Higgins Grounds

« Gae none

o Split rail fence 040445
network

» Driveway none

none

none

none

Feaure

Feature
Feature
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Bandable MA

County and State

DATE

ca 1730
1938-addition
Pre-1919, 1923
1947-1949

1924-25, 1927 annex
1928 leen-to

1929

1930-moved to dte

1936-built
1960-rebuilt
1923-built
1929-moved to dte

1932
Recondructed 2007
ca 1900

ca 1730-ca 1850
ca 1730- 1961

1945,
replaced lae 20" c.

191
1944
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34, 16-



NPS Form 10-900-a OMB Approval No 1024-0018
(8-86)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
CONTINUATION SHEET

Atwood-Higgins Historic District Wdllfleet Barngeble, MA
Name of Property City/Town County and State
Section Number Page
LCS NR PHOTO
RESOURCE NAME MHC# PROPERTY DATE
ID# #
TYPE
e Old Town Road 18"c. (officialy dosd
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and House Lawvn
* Planting Beds and none none Feature 1920sto 1950s 2,4
Trees
* Dry Wdll 040396 nore Feature 1925 none
e Hand Pump 040432 nore Fegture 192 3
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8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property
for National Register listing.)

K A Property is associated with events that have made
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of
our history.

O B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

K C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and
distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

K D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations

(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:

* A owned by a religious institution or used for
religious purposes.

O B removed from its original location.

Q C a birthplace or grave.

* Da cemetery.

» E areconstructed building, object, or structure.

* Fa commemorative property.

» G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance

within the past 50 years
Narrative Statement of Significance

(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.;

9. Major Bibliographical References
Bibliography

Barngable County, MA
County ad Sae

Areas of Significance
(BEte categories from indrudions)
AREHEBESBYR i storic-Non-Abori ginal

SETTLEMENT
OTHER: Tourism

Period of Significance

1730-1961

Significant Dates

1730: Approximate congtruction dete of first building
1919: George K. Higgins acquiresthe property

1961: NPS acquiresthe property

Significant Person
N/A

Cultural Affiliation
Euro-American

Architect/Builder
House Thomas and Solomon Higgins (based on desds)
Outbuildings: Overseen by George K. Higgins

Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

* preliminary determination of individual listing (36

CFR 36) has been requested
IEI previously listed in the National Register
» previously determined eligible by the National
Register
» designated a National Historic Landmark
A recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey
#MA-1087

» recorded by Historic American Engineering Record

#

Primary location of additional data:

» State Historic Preservation Office
» Other State Agency
ISI Federal agency
* Local government
* University
IEl Other

Namre o repogtory

Nationd Park Service archives, Bogon Public Library
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Summary

The Atwood-Higgins Historic District possesses sgnificance under National Regiger CriteriaA, C, ad D a
the locd leve. The period of significance begins in 1730, the gpproximate construction date of the first building
on the property, and endsin 1961, when ownership of the property was transferred to the National Park Service.

The origina homesteed portion of the Atwood-Higgins Historic District possesses Sgnificance a the locd leve

under Criteria A and C in the aress of Exploration/Settlement and Architecture. Under Criterion A, the Atwood-

Higgins House hes important assodiations with the Colonial Period deveopment of the Town of Wellfleet.

Initially part of Eagtham, Wellfleet's first European sttlement occurred in the mid- to late saventeanth century
and wes focused around the hamlet of Billingsgate. The town of Wellfleet wes st off from Eagtham in 1763.

Condructed about 1730, the Atwood-Higgins House is one of the oldest and best preserved Colonid Period
dwelingsin the town. For more than 150 years, the ooccupants of the house were ancestors of the Nausat settlers
who were assodated with the maritimeindustry and used the property ina manner congstent with typical local

cultura pattems of the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries.

The Atwood-HigginsHistoric District possesses additiona significance under Criterion A in the area of
Tourism. The early-twentieth-century trangition in use of the Atwood-Higgins property from a year-round
resdence to a seesond recreationa retreast exemplifiesregiond trends in tourism and the historic restructuring
of the locd economy. The Atwood-Higgins Historic District, including the house, outbuildings, landscape, and
ancillary features comprise George K. Higginss persond version of an ided, historic Cgpe Cod homestead,
which was acquired and improved in an effort to cregte a specific experience of place for lesure purposes. By
the onsat of the twentieth century, the negative effects of urbanization and massproduction resulted in a
decreasad quadlity of life for many Americans, in which interpersond relationships, naturd human connections
to the land, and the formation of persond identity through historical associaions with people or places were
drasticaly diminished. Paired with the increesed mobility enadled by the automobile, these factors fueled a new
scenic and heritage tourism market. Tourists, typicaly from middle and upper dass families, sought naturdly
soenic, rurd dedtinations that fulfilled a nostdgic dedre to experience smpler times, unique places, and to
reconnect with their historic origins. Cgpe Cod was quickly identified as adestination that possessad dl of these
asts ad the region was popularized by the subgtantid amount of travel writing and advertisements published
during the 1920s and 1930s These documents placed additional emphasis on the loca history through detailed
nostagic descriptions of quaint historic landscapes or objects, historica contexts, folklore, and ingructionson
how to experience the feeling of local places.

This enhanced fascination with both nationd and persond heritage ingpired many vacationers to vist their
ancedrd communities, often renting or purchasng historic houses there to use for summer recreetion. George
Higgins annudly left his home in Brookline, outsde Boston, to vacation on his Colonia family homeseed in a
rurd area of Cgoe Cod every summer. His development of the property into a highly individualized, ided
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Colonid complex, persondized with physical expressons of childhood memories that contributed to his
persona identity, represents the twentieth-century recrestiond trend of experiencing an intact or re-crested
historic place. While the assamblage of re-crested buildings and aesthetic improvement of the landscgpe around
a period Cgpe Cod Cottage is not consstent with trends in the growing professond preservation movement of
the time, his uee of the edate as a summer resort and an indulgence of historical interests provides indgght into
the popular culture of the early twentieth century. Advocates and scholars involved in the preservation
movement during this period supported a more scientific methodology for restoration and mantenance of
historic buildings, bessd on research, documentation, and physica evidence of historic characterisics. The
acoeptance of this methodology by supporters of the emerging preservation movement followed debetes
regarding the retention of material and design integrity during restoration projects. Higginsvaued the historic
characteridics of the Atwood-Higgins house and property, but bassd his improvements on nogtdgic family
memories, and persondized interpretations of history and aesthetics.

Under Criterion C, the Atwood-Higgins House is significant s one of the earliest and best-presarved loca

examples of an early-eighteenth-century Cgpe Cod Cottage, congtructed with typica Plymouth Colony building
techniques. The houseis aremnant of the gradud expangon of the origina Nauset Grant settlement in Eastham,

which did not extend north into Wellfleet until the late seventeenth century. Historic additions to the house are
characteridic of the building type and rdate to the continuous use of the property s a year-round resdence.

Higginss subssquant effortsto restore and preserve the house ensured its survival, making it one of the few

Colonid Period Cgpe Cod Cottages remaining in the region, where the nationa building type evolved. The
houseretains a high degree of architectural and structurd integrity.

Under Criterion D, the Atwood-Higgins Historic District possessesloca level significancein the areaof pod-
contect period archeology. Archeological excavatiions conducted on the property to date have yielded vauable
corroborative information about the specific congtruction chronology of the house, ca 1730, and dso have
yidlded information about previoudy undocumented building and repair campaigns both insde and outsde of
the housa. Furthermore, the identification of an intact topsoil stratum containing e ghteenth-century domestic
debris and cultura festures suggests the potentia for additiona intact soils on the property containing smilar
depogts  These depodts, in turn, have the potentid to address questions of local and regiond importance
including the early settlement of the idand, early agriculture on the Outer Cgpe and the establishment and
modification of transportation networks.

The Atwood-Higgins Historic District retains a high degree of historical integrity. All of the buildings ad
features remain in their original locations and the natura, secluded, rural setting of the property hes been
presarved. The buildingsretain their historic desgns, and the majority of the structure and materids remain in
the contributing buildings. Material or structurd aterations to the contributing buildings were generdly
assodated with necessary maintenance or repairs. The main house dso includes historical dterations assodated
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with its period of us= The Atwood-Higgins Historic District embodies the feeling of arural Cgpe Cod retrest
that indudes an early-eighteenth-century homesteed as expressad by the main house.

Settlement and Devdopment of Welfleet to 1763

The Colonid Period history of Wellfleet dams from its identity as an intimate, coastd New England harbor
with thriving maritime industries. Permanent settlement  of the areabegan in 1644 when the Plymouth Colony
(founded 1620) purchesad a tract of land from Nauset Indians that encompassed the presant boundaries of
Eagham, Wélfleat®, and Orleans. The Plymouth Colony had previoudy sought subsstence goods from this
region of the Cgpe and identified it es the possble gte for a relocation of the colony, which was outgrowing
Flimouth Rantation. Seven Plymouth Colony members conducted a survey of the Nausat lands in 1643 and
determined that it could only support a portion of the population. The same group, comprised of Thomas
Prence, John Doane, Josas Cook, John Smdley, Edward Bangs, Nicholas Show, and Richard Higgins moved to
the south portion of Nausat (now Eagtham) in 1644 (Freeman 1869:347-348). The latter two settlers are George
K. Higginss ancesors, who arrived & Plimoth Plantation in 1623 on the English ship Ann (Fader 1980:15).
Richard Higgins (1603-ca. 1675) served &s representative of Eagham to the Generd Court in 1649, 1661, and
1667, and Nicholas Show wes dected town clerk in 1646 (Fader 1980:15; Freeman 1869:356).

Although Nausat became the fourth European settlement on Cgpe Cod, the community initially remaned
dependent on supplies from the parent settlement & Plymouth (Holmes & al. n.d.:56). Oak and pine forest and
Native American territories physically sgparated Nauset from settlements in present-day Sandwich, Bamdtable,
and Yamouth (Freeman 1869:351). Despite their dependency, these early Lower Cagpe resdents utilized the
sndy coadd landscgpe for subsgence nesds Homesteeds typicaly included gpple orchards, peer trees
imported from England, smdll vegetable gardens hardy crops such as corn, beans, turnips, tobacco, wheet, and
rye, and pagures for grazing livestock (Connaly 1960:49; Holmes & al. n.d.:56). The ssndy soil provided
minimal produce, but did support an exportable crop of grain, sold annualy in foreign markets (Freamen
1869:354). The Nausst stlers resarved the north secdon (now Wellfleet) as common land, which yidded a
vauable source of wood, st hay, and shellfish. Fish saved dud purposes as food and fertilizer (Freaman
1869:537; Holmes €. a. n.d.:57). The Nausat settlement incorporated as the town of Eagham in 1651 and by
1655, the number of adult men (or legd voters) in the community reeched 29 (Freaman 1869:359). The 1655
population included ancther of George K. Higginss ancesdors Stephen Atwood, who emigrated from
Sandardeed, England to Plymouth by 1643 and moved to Eagham (Nauset) in 1644 or 1645 after marrying
Abigaill Dunham (Feder 1980:21). Stephen Atwood died in Eagham in 1694 (Freeman 1869:373). The
population of Eagham grew steadily to 900 people including 101 adult men in 1684 (Freaman 1869:369). The

' The Nausats referred to present-day Wellfleet as Pononakanit (Freaman 1869:101).
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114 adult men in Eagham in 1695 included four members of the Atwood family, six of the Higgins family and
nine of the Show family (Freeman 1869:374-375)

As the initial Nausat settlement grew and agricultura production in overworked sandy soils proved difficult,

devdopment extended north into present-day Wellfleet and the local economy expanded to include maritime
indudtries (MHC  1984:5). After 1660, the network of accessble waterways and abundant fishing opportunities
in Welfleet (north Nauset) attracted residentiad devdopment to the primarily forested area Two Native
American trails provided the only land aoocess to the coast of Wellfleet, including one to the eest dong the
Atlantic Ooceen shordine, and one to the west following the shore of Wellfleet Harbor and the idands (MHC

1984:3). The Herring River, Bound Brook, and Duck Harbor connected Duck Creek, Blackfish Cresk and

Wellfleet Harbor to the Cgpe Cod Bay. These waterways formed the Bound Brook, Griffin, Great, ad

Billingsgate idands adong the west 9de of Wellfleet. Wellfleet emerged as a significant fishing community
during the Colonid Period, second to Provincetown in the Lower Cape, for cod, perch, herring, whae, oysger,
and mackerd fishing establishments (MHC 1984:7). Before degp-ssa whaling became more popular, loca

whaling originated & Great 1dand, where men gathered a the Wellfleet Tavern and watched for whales to enter

the bay (Homes& d. n.n.:37-38). Eagham and Wellfleet resdents o employed the help of the Nauset tribe,

who were expart whaers (Freeman 1869:655). At 12 feet desp, Wellfleet Harbor was large enough to alow
pessage of 80-ton whaling and fishing vessals, and the rivers and ponds to the north supplied ample opportunity

for smdl-scale, local fishing (Freeman 1869:653). Wellfleet resdents began regulating locd fishing practicesin

1772 to enaure the future abundance of codfish and oygers (Freaman 1869:663). Minor economic sathacksto
maritime industries occurred in 1775 when the British blockade of Wellfleet Harbor temporarily impaired
whaling concamns and the native 'Billingsgate’ oyster crop succumbed to diseese The oyder beds were
ubssquently  replanted with Virginia oysters and the industry continued to thrive in the following years
(Homes & d. n.d.:38; MHC 1984:10).

The northern expanson of the growing Nauset settlement resulted in the cregtion of the North Precinct, or

Billingsgate, on July 29, 1723. Billingsgate became the third parish of Eagham and formed after saverd

atempits to incorporate as a sgparae town failed (Freeman 1869:386). The new parish benefited from increased
connectivity with the res of Eastham that was established with the 1720 construction of the Kings Highway, the
first primary land route through the Lower Cgpoe (MHC 1984:9). Resdents of Billingsgate (Wellfleet) erected a
mediinghouse a Cheguesstt Neck in 1723, Resdents throughout the Nausst communities continued house
condruction and shipbuilding activities, which rapidly depleted the limited supply of oek and pine trees

expoang the sandy landscgpe to the dements They quickly recognized the risk of eroson on shordine
dructures and the Massschuseits Generd Court took action in 1739 by passng a law prohibiting cattle grazing
and requiring the planting of beach grassin affected arees
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The North Precinct finally incorporated as the district of Wellfleet on May 25, 1763, with the stipulation that
water rights throughout the region would remain shared (Freeman 1869:395). Ebenezer Atwood wes among the
new town officersdected on August 4, 1763 and saved & an as=s3or (Freeman  1869:660). James Atwood,
another family member, aded his new town by hosting Wellfleet schoolchildren & his house Before school
buildings were condructed, the town held dassss in various resdents homes rotating locatlions every five
wesks (Freaman 1869:662). Other actions taken by the town of Wellfleet in 1763 included the construction of a
bridge over Duck Cresk and aroad from the Kings Highway to the village center a Wellfleet Harbor (Freeman
1869:661-662; MHC 1984:6). Wellfleet continued to grow rapidly in the late eighteenth century, as the Native
population declined and the Eagham population remaned gable In 1763, only 11 Nausets remaned in
Weéllfleet, and an additiond four lived in Eagham (Freeman 1869:396). Five years after the town incorporation,
193 families occupied Wellfleet, including 49 familieswho resded in the north—on the Idands, Holbrook's
Neck, and Pameat Point (Freeman 1869:662). A tota of 1,236 people lived inthe town by 1776 (Holmes & al.
n.d.:38;MHC 1984:2).

The Cape Cod Building Type

The Atwood-Higgins house is a vestige of the typica resdentid building form congructed in the Cgpe Cod
region during the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries. The Cgpe Cod house is an American building type
resultant from the modification of the half-timbered medieva English house into an economic dwelling suited
to the harsh climate of New England. Colonia settlers trangported wood framing techniques from England, but
dtered the massing and cladding of buildings congructed in new settlements. In New England, the cold climate,
harsh winds, and show necesstated the construction of walls and roofs with multiple layers of overlapping
sheathing. Building heights were typically lowered from traditional English houses with the roof comprising
two-thirds of the facade; and house plans were truncated & either end, creating a square shgpe (Morgan
2006:11-12). The roof pitch and absence of protrusons help shed snow and block wind. Shesthing techniques
and foundations varied dightly between the Massachusetts Bay and Plymouth Colony communities, due to the
sendier soil in the Cape Cod region and the Dutch influence on the separatists who | eft southeest England on the
Mayflower and formed Plimoth Plantation.

The Cgpe Cod house wes created to meet the chdlenges of the loca environment, 0 the placement of the house
within the landscape became a significant agpect of its desgn. Until the nineteenth century, houses faced south
to maximize sunlight and heat. Houses were a0 Sted adjacent to hills and trees (such as locusts), which sarved
& naturad wind barriers and were built on Cgpe Cod without foundations 0 they could be moved in case of
eroson or adecline in maritime opportunities & that location. Wood split-rail fencestypicaly endosed animd
yards and property boundaries of houses on Cgpe Cod due to the absance of rocks in the naturd landscepe
(Condly 1960:49; French 1973).
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The Colonid Cgpe Cod cottage was a one-and-one-hdf-gory, three- tofive-bay-wide,wood-framed resdence
with a sde geble roof, wood shingle cladding, and a massve centrd chimney. The Sze of the cottege was
desgned to grow as the occupants required more goace, resulting in three manifestations of the form, known as
the haf cgpe three-quater cgpe, ad full cgoe or double house Although some housss were originally
condructed as three-quarter or full cgpes the expangons commonly symbolized a growing number of children
in the family. Additional neaed for goace beyond the full cgpewas accommodated by Sde or reer dls. Half cgpe
cottages meeaured three-bays wide with two windows to one Sde of the entrance and a chimney located a the
gable end of the building. Three-quarter cgpes incorporated one additional window bay on the opposite Sde of
the entrance; and full cgpeswere more symmetrical, with a central chimney and two window bays on either Sde
of a centrd entrance. Other Colonial design characterigtics included one to four windows thet lit the gable ends
of the building and protruding window frameswith lintels placed dose to theroofline.

The pogt-and-beam gructure of the Cgpe Cod House condged of sills, and exposed summer beams, comer
posts girts, and plates anchored by the heavy centra chimney and covered by a principal rafter roof system.

Pymouth Colony buildings typically employed plank wall framing, in which wide, verticaly laid boards
formed the core of the wall sheathing. The exterior surface of this core was clad with overlgpping shingles and
in many ingances clgpboard on the facade. The interior surface was finished with pine paneling or plagter (more
typica of laer periods) (Candee 1969:39). Stud framing, the adternative sheathing method, more commonly
asodated with Massachusetts Bay Colony houses, involved the use of horizontal boards installed over vertica

dudsinlieu of the verticd boards. This plank framing method of the Plymouth Colony is attributed to Dutch
influences. Hoors were comprised of wide planks fastened to the joists between sills.

Each gze variation of the cottage contained the same program of goaces in generdly the same sections of the
house. The chimney and southem orientation of the Cgpe Cod cottage inspired the interior plan. Themain
entrance opened to a stairway ascending to the attic level, located to the south of the chimney core. The rooms
were aranged in acircular pattem around the chimney to accommodate fireboxesthat hested esch room. The
primary family living goece, commonly referred to as the Eag Room or Grest Room, wes located to the eest
dde of the entrance inthe front of the house because of the morning sun. The kitchen extended across the rear
(north gde) of the house, regardless of its Sze, and included a pantry, buttery, and smal bedroom (or Boming
Room). Circular brick cdlarstypically located under the kitchen near the pantry or buttery provided winter food
dorage goece The cdlars were accessble from atrgp door, compect interior stairs, or exterior gars (Condly
1960:50-52; French 1973). The pressure of the sand on the cellar walls necessitated the circular shgpe and use
of brick (French 1973). Three-quarter and full cgpes contained a sscond front room to the west of the chimney,
ussd as a Gret Room for family or guests or as a bedroom. Some full cgpes ds0 incorporated a sscond
bedroom into the kitchen. The attic level of each cottage variation contained bedrooms The first floor of
Coloniad era Cgoes messured 7 feet high between the floor and celling. Resdents of the early Cgoe Cod
versons cottage dso employed unique insulation methods using available loca items. Mortar from oyster and
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clam shdls, duck between gpaces in the frame prevented draft through the walls. Cold drafts from the floor
were remedied through the packing of seawead between the sills and the nailing of old sals over the floor
boards (French 1973).

The Cgpe Cad building type dominated resdentia congtruction on Cgpe Cod through the nineteenth century.
The smple building methods, economic construction cogts, efficient use of goece, ability to enlarge the original
gmcture, and specidized climate-gppropriate design proved well-suited to the population of Cgpe Cod. While
late-eighteenth- and nineteenth-century development of other New England segports included an influx of more
ornate, European Classica architectural styles, smple Cgpe Cod cottages continued to prevail as the preferred
building type in Cgpe Cod. The Cgpe Cod region was geographicaly isolated and therefore not influenced by
the same fashionable trends as mainland communities. The shalow harbors of the Cgpe prevented intemationa
trade, which limited some opportunity for the exchange of idess and for large, multi-regiona or nationd
commercid concams (Morgan 2006:11-12). The Cape Cod Cottage became recognized as a distinct building
type by the end of the eighteenth century and was named by Yade Presdent Timothy Dwight in 1800, after he
returned from atrip to the region (Feder 1980:26; Morgan 2006:9).

The Cgpe Cod Cottage building type goreed to other mral New England regions through the nineteenth century
and functioned well as aconnected farmhouse. Alterationsto the building type during this period were typically
limited to the addition of minor Georgian, Federa, Gresk Reviva, or occasondly Gothic Reviva architecturd
dements, but the form of the building remained similar. Late-nineteenth-century  cottages incorporated modem
changes, such as two chimneys, stoves, the lowering of lintels avay from the roofline, the raising of the floor
height to 8 feet, and occasiondly the re-orientation of the building placing the facade on the gable end (Morgan
2006:17). Nationd interest in the Cgpe Cod Cottage wes initiated in the twentieth century through the Colonial
Revivd movement and the post-World War |1 suburbanization of the United States. While dterations to the
initial form and interior plan of the building type were more liberal in the 1900s the smple, functional, and
economic qudities of the cottage mede it apermanent part of the developed American landscape.

Although the Cgpe Cod Cottage achieved significant popularity inthe United States, the number of extant, well-
presarved. Colonid examples of the building is not subgtantid, especidly in former Plymouth Colony
communities. About 120 First Period (1630-1730) buildings assodated with the Massachusetts Bay Colony
have been documented in New England and incorporated into a National Regiser of Historic Flaces listed
Thematic Resource Area (Candee @ al. 1990). A dudy of Plymouth Colony buildings completed in 1969
indicated thet possbly no buildings dating earlier than 1700 remain on the Lower Cgpe (Candee 1969:50-52).
Some data conceming extant Cgpe Cod Cottages on the Lower Cape is available through the Massachusatts
Historicd Commisson's (MHC) Cultural Resource Information Sygem (MACRIS), ad the Nationd Pak
Sarvice's Historic American Building Survey (HABYS).
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The MHC Inventory includes more than 500 buildings eech in the towns of Wellfleet, Eastham, and Truro. Only
five of these 500-plus buildings recorded in Wellfleet were Cape Cod Cottages condructed by 1730, and an
additional saven condged of cottages congructed between gpproximately 1730 and 1750. HABS records for
Wéllfleet incdlude 13 Cgpe Cod Cottages, of which three date between 1700 and 1750—the Atwood-Higgins
House (ca 1730), the Rowell House (ca 1731 to mid-eighteenth century), and the Jod Atwood House (ca
1700-1730). The Jod Atwood House is located on Bound Brook Idand, dong with the Ebenezer L. Atwood
House (mid- to late eighteenth century), the David Baker House (1792), and the Samud Rich House (n.d.).
Comparatively, the MHC Inventory included four Colonia Cgpes in Eagham (constmcted in 1672, 1700, and
1720) and three in Tmro (congructed in 1719, 1725, and 1730). HABS documentations exist for saven Cgpe
Cod housesin Eagham and 42 in Truro, but the mgjority of these buildings date from the |late-eghteenth or
nineteenth century (HABS 2008; MHC 2008).

The Atwood-Higgins House is represmtative of the Plymouth Colony variant of a Cape Cod Cadttage and
demondrates the charadteridic practice of modular expangon. The magjority of the twentieth-century alterations
to the house did nat alter its hisoric architectural characterigics Changesto the form and plan of the building
weare limited to the combination of two attic rooms into ane larger gpace, the autting of two new attic window
openings in the west wall, and the raigng of the attic floor a few inches. The ahe aterations generally
involved repairs removal of some layersof interior finishes, and the indallation of madem utility connedtions
Majar grucurd repairsinduded the congruction of abrick foundation and replacement of deeriorated Sllis.

Atwood-Higgins House, 1730-1918

The Atwood-Higgins House (LCSNo. 007498, MHC No. WLF.276, contributing building) was consgmcted
on Bound Brook Idand shortly after the establishment of the Billingsgate Parish section of Eagtham, when
devdopment was concentrated aong the network of waterways. The first cottage on the Atwood-Higgins Ste
was reportedly condructed by Thomas Higgins (1704-1789), the greet grandson of Richard Higgins, who
contributed to the founding of Naust” Richard's role in the establishment of Eagham and as a represantative
to the Gened Court likely aided him in the acquistion of his significant land acreege in Wdllfleet and

Thomas Higgins (4)' married Abigail Pane of Eagham in 1727. Abigail was a descendant of Mayflower
pessengers and of Nicholas Snow. Her mother wes d<0 related to the Higginsfamily. Architectural evidence

 Property records of this date were damaged and no longer exist. However, reseerch conducted for the Historic Structures Report of
the building included an edimeted construction date of ca 1730 and evidence that Thomas Higgins was the first owner of the
property.

* Probate records indicated that the property inherited by Richard Higginss sonsdid not includeany land on Bound Brook Idand.
' Denates fourth generation of the Higgins family on Cgpe Cod
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uggests that the Atwood-Higgins house was condructed circa 1730 and it is probable that Thomeas built it
shortly after his marriage. The house is representative of Plymouth Colony Cgpe Cod Cottage desgn and
demondrates the characterigtic practice of modular expansion. It was originally constructed as athree-bay-wide
half house, which was a typical house dze for newly married couples before they hed children. The plan
consged of ane front (south) room to the eedt of the entrance and chimney, arear kitchen with a buttery and
bedroom on the eest Sde, and an attic gpace The pos-and-beam frame was left exposaed and included plank
framed wallsand splayed posts. Clgpboard and wood shingles covered the exterior wall surface and the interior
walls were coated with plagter. The cellings and wallswere whitewashed and thefloors painted. The presence
of a cdlar under the kitchen is unknown.

Thomas weas the first Higginsto move to Billingsgate Parish (Wellfleet) and became active in numerous civil

affairsinvolving the development of the district. Thomas and Abigail hed eight children and are recorded in

town records as living in Wellfleet, dthough it is undear how long they remained in the Atwood-Higgins

house. Thomas and Abigail Higgins son, Solomon Higgins (5) (b. 1743) recaved the Atwood-Higgins House

and property on Bound Brook Idand from his parents. Solomon (5) married his sscond wife, Abigail Fierce in

1773 and sarved on an "armed vessd™ in "defense of the ssecoest” from 1775 to 1776, during the Revolutionary
War. Hehed sx children including his oldest son, Solomon J. (6) (b. 1774). Between gpproximately 1775 ad

1790, the house was expanded into a three-quarter cgpe by adding a front (south) room wes of the main

entrance, extending the kitchen west, and enlarging the kitchen fireplace. A sscond attic Stairway inserted

between the kitchen and west front room fireplacesprovided dtemate access Interior finish dterations included

the casematt of the framing members and possibly the application of plagter to the cellings. Solomon Higgins
(5) likely condructed this expanson after his seoond marriage to accommodate his children, dthoughit isaso

possible that Thomas Higgins (4) expanded it during his occupancy.

Solomon (5) desded the property to his son Solomon Higgins . (6) on Febmary 27, 1796. Solomon X. (6) is
the first documented owner of the Atwood-Higgins House He married Elizabeth Dyer of Wellfleet in 1794 and
is recorded on adesd as living in Provincetown in 1800. Either Solomon (5) or his son converted the houseinto
a full cgoe by 1805. The new full cgpe plan incorporated an enlargement of the west front room and an
additional kitchen located eest of the origina ca 1730 kitchen. These program changes necesstated
reconfiguration of the chimney and stair core. The fireplace in the west front room was replaced and anew
fireplace was ingaled in the west kitchen. The latter fireplace required the remova of the sscondary Sairway
addad in the late eghteenth century. Framing of the full cgpe extenson conssted of post-and-beam congtimction
with smdler structura members and no summer beam.

Ceaptain Thomas Atwood purchased the Atwood-Higgins property, with the full cgpe (or double) house on
February 9, 1806 for $396.96 (Higgins 1919-1961:19). An excerpt from a rerecorded desd of the 1806
transaction indicates that Atwood did not obtain complete ownership of the house at that time:
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Thomas Holbrook and Solomon Higgins, both yeomen, conveyed to Thomas Atwood, mariner,
‘All the Land that we now ownin . . . Wellfleet on Bound Brook Idand with all the wood on sad
land, and half the Dwellinghouse now standing on said Idand where said Higgins now livesand
dwels .. ." (Conndly 1960:53).

Capt. Thomas Atwood (1762-1832) wes the sixth generation descendant of Nauset settler, Stephen Atwood.
Capt. Thomas Atwood (6) may have congructed the west él that was added to the house by 1820, dthough itis
not dear whether he ever received ownership of both helves of the building. The ell provided an additional
buttery and bedroom, but could have been condructed smultaneoudy with the converson of the house into a
full cgpe Exterior gairs on the south Sde of the ell descended to acircular cdllar under the new buttery, west
kitchen, and ell bedroom. Minor updating of the west front room, including replacement window and door
casangs, interior diding shutters, and the installation of exterior shutters, occurred & gpproximatdy the same
time &s the €l addition.

Capt. Thomas (6) and his wife, Abigail Haich Atwood, sold the "eesterly half of the House and all other
buildings' to their son, Thomas Atwood J. (7) in 1825 (Fader 1980:21). Thomas Atwood X. (7) (1797-1873)
was employed as a mariner like his father, and lived in the Atwood-Higgins House until his degth in 1873.
Thomas Atwood J. (7) gppears to have had full ownership of the house and likely condructed the shed-roofed
addition that endosed the exterior cdlar dars by 1850. Other mid-nineteenth-century aterations included the
insertion of a dairway paradld to the west buttery wall, anew doset near the south stairway, a besgboard inthe
eedt buttery, and interior updatesto the eedt front room, eest bedroom, and both kitchens.

Thomes Atwood Jr.'s (7) daughter, Jerusha Atwood (8) inherited the house after his death but did not live there.
Jemdha married Robeart Higgins, an eighth generation descendant of Richard Higgins (1) of Plimoth Plantation
and Nausst. Jamdha Atwood (later known as Jerusha Y oung) sold the Atwood-Higgins property out of the
family, to Mary A. Ackerman on March 19, 1891 for 100 dollars. The town of Wellfleet ssized the property in
1893 for unpaid taxes.

The property retumed to the Atwood and Higgins families on December 20, 1897, when Thomas Atwood Jr.'s
grandchildren, Abbie Cole, Anthony A., and Cgptain Edward Baker Atwood purchased the property from the
town. Edward Atwood was bom in the house (Higgins 1919-1961:15). Toward the end of his life, Capt.
Edward Atwood mede arrangements to kesp the Bound Brook Idand homesteed in the family. At afamily
gathering in Glouceter in the summe of 1919, Cept. Edward Atwood's second cousin, George Kimball
Higgins (1887-1964), expressad an interest in the property. George Higgins was Thomas Atwood J.'s great
grandson. Capt. Edward Atwood and George Higgins discussad plans for Higginsto teke responsbility for and
maintain the property. After acquiring sole ownership of the property from his siblings, Capt. Edward Atwood
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deded a one-hdf dhare of the edate to Higgins on Sgptember 17, 1919 for 100 dollars (Higgins 1919-
1961:34). Cegpt. Edward Atwood died in December of that year and his wife, Deborah, subsequently gave
Higgins ownership of the remainder of the property. Higgins immediately began a 45-year restoration of the
house and transformation of the property into his persond vision of a Colonial era homestead.

The Roots and Devdopment of Cape Cod Tourism

When George K. Higgins acquired the Atwood-Higgins family edate, the economy of Cgpe Cod hed
trangtioned from one basad on maritime industries to an economy driven by summer tourism. This economic
shift resulted in subgantid land use changes throughout the Cape, and Higgins's perception of the family edate
weas congdent with the nostalgic trends of seesond, rather than year-round resdents. During the tenancy of
Higgins rdatives in the house, Wellfleet emerged as a progperous segport and the maority of its mde
resdents, including the Atwoods, were engaged in maritime concarns. By 1802, 25 ships operated out of the
town's harbors (MHC 1984:10). The fleet was usad to catch and trangport whae products, cod, meckerd and
other fish to local and regiona markets. The number of fishing and shipping vessds originating from Wellfleet
increasad to 60 by 1845, ranking the town as the sscond largest provider of these indudtries inthe gate (Holmes
a a. n.d.:39;13). Additionally, sdt production and shipbuilding concems goreed out dong Duck Creek, the
Herring River, and Blackfish Creek. Fishing and shipbuilding activities occurred on the Herring River & the
edge of the Atwood-Higgins property during the nineteenth century, but the constmction of a dike diminated
the adjacent tidal mesdows in 1908 (Higgins 1919-1961:11, 17).

During the sacond half of the ninegteenth century, a myriad of factors contributed to the rapid demise of Cape
Cod's maritime economy including: competition, eroson, the depletion of natural resources, overharvesting of
oysers ad limited aocess of lager sandardized vessds into loca waers (Holmes & al. n.d.:39; MHC
1984:16; O'Connell 2003:8). Population changes reflected the economic downturn, as mariners left Wellfleet in
search of employment outside of Cgpe Cod. The number of year-round residents decressed from 2,135 in 1870
to 958 in 1905 (Holmes & d. n.d.:39; MHC 1984:15).

The void left by the demise of the local maritime indudtries was uhimately filled by Lower Cgpe Cod's
anergance & a ummer tourist destination, but the change was dow in coming. The towns of the Upper Cgpe
began to experiencing development from tourism during the pre-Civil War period after the Cgpe Cod Branch
Railroad was congructed from Middleboro to Sandwich in 1848, but the Lower Cape's reative isolation and
perssing reputation & a maritime backwater prevented it from participating. Most contemporary literature
portrayed the area as a desolate, unattractive wastdand of tredess sand dunes and beaches Those pioneer
tourists who mede the trip to the Lower Cgpe during the period often found it difficult to ssoure decant
accommodations. That perception began to change after the Cgpe Cod Railroad reeched Wellfleet Center in
1870 and wes extended through to Provincetown in 1873. The railroad facilitated travel for a growing number
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of urban dwelers who sought respite from increasingly complex daily life brought on by rapid industridization
and urbanization (Bdasco 1979:3; O'Connell 2003:9, 63). Tourists from primarily middle or upper dass
families, who could afford vacations rather than loca day trips, began to ssek dedinations with mral scenic
qualities, unique places, and historic character (O'Connell 2003:98)." The Lower Cgpeweas prized by those who
sought the natura beauty of its unique maritime landscape. |n generd, the accommodations that were devel oped
to house visitorswere rustic in comparison to the grand railroad-era resorts of the Upper and Mid-Cape. Most
were smdl, family run operatiions in converted houses or inns. Lorenzo Dow Baker's Chequesstt Innin
Wellfleet wes a notable exception. Baker, a Wellfleet who mede his fortune by establishing the United Emit
Company, purchased the Mercantile Wharf off Mayo Beech on the baysde and gpent $ 100,000 converting the
old wharf buildings into the degant 62-room Cheguesstt Inn. Other hotds established in Wellfleet during the
late ningteenth and early twentieth centuries included the Holbrook House, Indian Neck Manson Hotel, and the
Wellfleet Hotel (Bradley & a. 1986:117; Holmes et al. n.d.:l 17-118; Whaen 2002:269-272).

Cape Cod became increasingly accessble with the emnergence of auto travel in the early twentieth century. This
accessbility encouraged individualized recregtion plans focused on experiencing a sanse of place (O'Connell
2003:64). Specific road improvements on Cgpe Cod included the opening of State Route 6 between Orleans and
Provincetown in gpproximatdly 1910 (paved in 1913) and the construction of State Route 6A in the mid-1920s.
The Segamore and Bourne bridges were congmcted over the Cgpe Cod Cand in 1935 and by 1950 the high
amount of summer automobile traffic required the opening of the Mid Cgoe Highway (MHC 1984:18;
O'Connel 2003:47-49, 97). The Cgoe Cod Chambear of Commerce was edablished in 1921 to ensure the
congtmction of such necessaxy infrastructure improvements, regulate development, and promote the Cape to
tourists (O'Connell 2003:51).

Promoation of the Cgpe was dso achieved through a plethora of travel guides, post cards, advertisements and
books conceming various agpects of Cgpe Caod life, lore, and history that emerged in the early twentieth century
(O'Connell 2003:64-65). These items fueled tourists fascination with the historic and established instmctions
for how to find and experience specific places with character. This influence on tourigts is evident in a 1922
editorial, in which one Cgpe Cod loca commented on "westemers (tourists) interest in old things. He sated
that "age and picturesqueness may have a unique vaue which he [the city tourist] would be loth to admit; and
that the family history written in old homesteeds and old public buildingsand old towns and old cities may have
a dignity and worth which is ritualistically denied them in [city] regions' (Dudley 1922). Besdes visiting
historic places, tourists a0 grew interested in historical objects, and local resdents profited from the sde of
unwanted items, purchased as antiques by tourists seeking "authentic souvenirs” (O'Connell 2003:72). An

* Tourism trends changed following World Wer |l to include abroader demogrgphic group, partially due to advancesin workplace
benefits such as paid vacaions, the continuous development of auto-rdlated travel, and the mid-twentieth century boom of economic
roaddde egablishments (O'Connell 2003:98-99).
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interest in Colonid history dso emearged as pat of federd political encouragement of the American pedt. In
1935, Presdent Franklin D. Roosevelt commented that "The preservation of historic Stesfor the public benefit,
together with their proper interpretation . . . tends to enhance the respect and love of the citizen for the
Ingtitutions [and traditions] of his country” (Kammen 1993:460).

An emphads on higtory fulfilled a nostalgic dedre for ampler times and heped tourists reestablish persond

Identity through assodaions with historic places, artifacts, folklore, and genedlogica ties. The natura scenic
beauty of the coadt, outdoor recregtiona opportunities. Colonial and maritime history, and abundance of extant
historic architecture mede Cgpe Cod an especidly gppeding tourist destination during the 1920s and 1930s
(O'Conndl 2003:63). An advertissment that gopeared in the Boston Globe in the summe of 1922 described

Cape Cod as a dedtination with, "seventy miles of gently doping sandy beaches and picturesque dunes quaint

old-fashioned towns and villages, water free from seaswesd and just warm enough for bathing. Every breeze an
oceen breeze The ided summer place for children” (NY, NH, & H RR 1922).

Tourists located historic places with the help of books such a Henry C. Kittredge's Cegpe Cod: It's People and
Their History, published in 1930, and the Cgpe Cod Pilot published by the Works Progress Administration in
1937. The Cgpe Cod Pilot mixed an automobile-basad itinerary of dtes in multiple Cgpe Cod towns with
enticing dories explaining the curious loca people or persond fedings experienced in eech place (Berger 1937;
O'Conndl 2003:48). Detailed descriptions of the scenic and cultural landscepe infused with persond
interpretations of local historical events ssam to have been the mogt popular topic of Cgoe Cod travel writing. In
her 1920 book entitled. Old Cgpe Cod: The Land, TheMen, The Sea, Mary Rogears Bangs provided anogtdgic
description of the Cgpe Cod country:

There was not ajarring note in the scene and the old houses, st in neighborly fashion on the
village greet or gpproached by awinding cart-track ‘across the fields," with garden and orchard
merging into padure, suit to perfectionthe gentle undulating configuration of the land, which is
never level, but swels into uplands . . . and sSnks awvay into meadow, or marsh, or hollows
overflowing with the warm perfumes of blossomy growth (Bangs 1920:2-3).

The identification of the Cape Cod Cdttage asa valuable American Colonial building foom emergad in the early
twentigh century and quickly gained popularity (Kammen 1993:461). Information about thet higoric building
type and how Colonial houses were condruded weas often induded in local travd writing and drew interes
from tourigs One guide explained that " [Cape Cod] houses have about them a demoaratic quality which is part
of thar early American charm, and the virtues of thrift, neatness and indegpendence are built up visbly in the
solid frames of hewvn ocek, hand-split shingles careful condrudion and detail (Smith and Shay 1936:79)." The
lack of a 9rong Cape Cod economy after 1850 reaulted in the retention of mare modest Colonial architecture
than aha New England sseports where progperity encouraged the replacement of dder houses with newer,
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high-gtyle buildings. As more people moved awvay from Cgpe Cod for improved employment opportunities,
families typicaly shared use of old homesteads in these suddenly desrable locations (Murphy 1995:11;
O'Connell 2003:10). A 1922 editorial placed vaue on these buildings: "We who live in the old homeseed ae
respongble for kegping it in repair, not only for our own sskes but aso for the sskes of other hers as well.
However infrequently they may come home on visits, when they do come home on visits, when they do come
the place should be swept and ganished for their welcome (Dudley 1922)." By 1960, the majority of the
historic houses on the Lower Cape were occupied by ssesond resdents, many of whom clamed ancestrd ties
to the area (Condly 1960:48).

George K. Higgins and the Devdopment of the Atwood-Higgins Estate as a Summer Retreat, 1919-1964

George Kimball Higgins wes the first owner of the Bound Brook Idand property to use it a a Seesond retred,
raher than a year-round resdence. In keeping with early-twentieth-century regiona tourism trends, he
pos=ssd adrong interest in history, love of the preserved mral landscape, and pride in his genedlogicd tiesto
Cape Cod. Higginsstreatment of the Atwood-Higgins edate as a valued vestige of ample Colonid life, and
persondized recregtiond indulgence characterizes the cultural sentiments that re-crested Cgpe Cod inthe early
twentieth century.

George Kimball Higginswas bom in Cambridge in 1887 to Julia King and Richard Freamean Higgins (1859-
1935) (Ceansus 1930). As achild, family trips to the country greetly influenced his interest in history and his
emoationd ties to the mral New England landscgpe His mother's family tended a faamstead in North Pomfret,
Vermont, which George Higgins visited in the summea. The property contained multiple sndl-scae
agricultura buildings organized around a smple house (Higgins 1919-1961:20). His grandfather, Issec King,
owned horses, cattle, shegp, and oxen and additionally ussd the land to grow com and wheat crops. In his
persona joumal, Higgins lovingly described thejourney to the farm inamanner similar to trave writing of the

period:

Each year as asmdl boy it had dways been a great adventure to ride in an old sage coach from

Weg Hartford, Vermont to North Pomfret, Vermont. . . Seven (7) milesfrom the river it reeched

North Pomfret, but not until my eyesand heart were full of wonders. The road was an old country
road of the times, unfolding scenes | still remember . . . swift-flowing trout brooks, farmsand

cattle, and the ddesin many places green with maiden hair and sword leaf fern and a the end, the
Old Generd Sore and one or two characters to medt the sage and sse "who's coming” (Higgins
1919-1961:108).

George Higginss writing indicates that he clearly assodaed with the rura landscgpe In addition to his
expaiences in Vermont, Higginstook annua vacations as an adult to Shelboume, New Hampshire in the fall.
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and vigted his paternd family homesteed on Bound Brook Idand in Cgpe Cod throughout his life. Higgins
remarked that his family visited Bound Brook Idand "in the summer only . . . using it a aplayground, the hills
for golf and the house for shdter” (Higgins 1919-1961:36). The scenic, recreadond enjoyment Higgins felt
about these places was paired with an gppreciation for the historical lifeways and artifactsthat surrounded him
when he visited Vermont and Cgpe Cod. In explaining his interest in the Atwood-HigginsHouss, George
Higgins wrote:

How could astrippling of my generation know and care o much about past ways and add to all this
an dmog fanatical devotion to their re-creetion? The answer to this was of course that it had been
my good fortuneto live with and among old things and to gppreciate this opportunity while yet the
lagt remnants of family were still dive and usng both the implements and many times the language
of long ago (Higgins 1919-1961:21).

Higginss childhood experiences evolved into afacet of his persond identity in adulthood.

Higgins acquired the Atwood-Higgins property & age 32, shortly after he was discharged from Army service
during World War |. He resided in a boardinghouse in Cambridge & the time and married Frances Katherine
Chrigtian from Willard, Ohio on May 20, 1922. Three years later, Higgins moved to Brookline, Massachusetts
where he lived until his desth on Febmary 19, 1964. He found employment as an indegpendent red edtate broker
and agat, occupying an office a 1318 Bescon Sirest in Brookline, and worked in Brookline through his
retirement on June 1, 1954 (Higgins 1919-1961:148, 160, 168). It is unknown whether Higgins wes involved
in any other activitiesin the Brookline area during his lifetime, athough he does mention a friend employed as
aprofessor & Harvard College (Higgins 1919-1961:123). Higgins seemingly gpent the majority of his energy
and free time a the Atwood-Higgins homesteed on Bound Brook Idand. Hisjoumal references many close
relationships with loca people that lived there and briefly mentions that he was in contact with the Wellfleet
Historical Society (Higgins 1919-1961:140).

Higgins began traveling to Bound Brook Idand from Brookline, Massachuseits in 1919. In the early yearsof his
possesson of the property, he visted the edae for gpproximately one wesk a a time. After loca road
improvements alowed him vehicular accessto the property in 1931, he began spending entire summeas there.
As he added accommodations and modern comforts such as indoor plumbing and ges lines, Higgins hosted
more guests a the edae In 1936, he began atradition of preparing the family's Thanksgiving dinner & the
house (Higgins 1919-1961:45, 84, 91, 98). Hisannud summer excursons from the fringes of Boston to Cgpe
Cod are consgent with the travel patterns of other urbanites.

During eech summer trip to the estate, Higgins orchedrated the transformation of the property into an idedized
Colonid homesteed complex. He carefully restored the houseto his interpretation of its historic gopesrance and
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enhanced the natura setting of the dte with landscape improvements (described a the end of this section). To
the rear (north) of the original house, Higgins erected a group of outbuildings organized around a centrd
bamyard. The outbuildings were desgned to complement the Colonia house, while providing Higgins with
goece for guests and recreationa activities. The buildings represented  Higgins's notion of an aestheticaly
pleesng Colonid farmstead and incorporated desgn dements of specific memories of his past. Higginss
sentimentality for the property is dear in his comment about his work there: "To the best of my ability | have
restored and presarved it [the estate]. May the futurebe kind to it, for here on these sunny dopes the cod was
flaked, for winter, the ssawesd banked the house, the gorms and vicisstudes of life ebbed and flowed &s did the
g3 that lgps its shore line (Higgins 1919-1961:21)."

Higginss fascination with historic artifacts demmed from the placement of vaue on history that attracted
tourism to Cgpe Cod. In addition to the urban societd factors mentioned above, the emerging historic
preservation movement as it continued to evolve throughout the twentieth century may have contributed to the
maindream gppreciation of historic properties. Specific regiona events, contemporary to George Higginss
activities a the Atwood-Higginsedtate, include the founding of the Society for the Preservation of New
England Antiquities (SPNEA) in 1910. SPNEA, which hes now changed its name to Historic New England,
deveoped one of the first networks of historic house museums in the country. The concept of living outdoor
musaums that allowed people to experience Colonid life developed rapidly during the 1920s to 1940s and
pardleed the popularity of exhibits of interiors. Deerfield Village was crested in Massachusetts in 1945 and
wes followed by the opening of Old Sturbridge Village in 1946 and Plimouth Plantation in 1947, dso in
Massachusetts (Lindgren 1995:42, 69; Murtagh 1997:26, 80, 100). The creafion of outdoor history musaums in
the early to mid-twentieth century semmed from an effort to protect loca architecture, as shown by the
Fruittands Museum in Harvard, Massachusetts, which opened in 1914. The Fruitlands Museum included the
original farmhouse and property used for an experimental Utopian settlement in the mid-nineteenth century.

When George Higgins acquired the Atwood-Higginsedtate, the previous periods of economic dress and
infrequent use had causad damege to the house and grounds. Higgins's gpproach to the repair and mantenance
of the property was influenced by the early-twentieth-century philosophies that valued history and its tangible
expressons. Higgins commented that he was "detennined to restore the house exactly as suited its period in
history changing it in no particular [way] and atering it nowhere except where forced to do so, in matters of the
utmost convenience or because of decay” (Higgins 1919-1961:39, 41). Hisflrst project involved theingtalafion
of shutters in 1919 to protect the house from vandads Higginss "uncle” Captan Edward B. Atwood
communicated his gpprova of Higginss first effortsin the sewardship of the edate before he died, likely
encouraging Higgins to continue hiswork plans. The following year Higgins hired amaintenance crew to repair
chimney, replace broken sagh, reshingle the exterior walls and roof, and oil the roof When the shel of the
building was stable, Higgins painted the exterior to meaich the color of the house that his father remembered
from his childhood vidts there. Higgins continued a regular schedule of maintenance to the house which
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included replacement of rotted sills and repair of cdlar brick in 1928. He employed a full crew of local
capenters, friendsfrom Wellfleet, and college-age boys every summer to help him complete his plans (Higgins
1919-1961:36"3, 51, 74).

George Higginsremained true to his vision of Colonia preservation and made a point in hisjournal regarding
his intentions to avoid dtering the form or structure of the house during improvements to the property: "It came
tomeasitisand | intend to leave it to future generations absolutely, both insde and out, exectly as | found i f
(Higgins 1919-1961:14). The only structura changes he mede were not eedly visble. In 1920, Higgins
demoalished an attic partition that divided two bedrooms and he raised that section of the attic floor three inches.
He raised the roof height of the shed addition outsde the main house block one-and-one-hdf feet in 1938 to
accommodate anew bathroom and laundry. On the interior of the house, Higgins gradually removed paint and
wadllpaper to reved the origina pine woodwork. He refinished the kitchen in 1928, living room and one
bedroom in 1938, and the dining room, halls, sairs, and two bedrooms (including maid's room) in 1939. He
a0 often painted the interior floors, typically with splatered yellow paint inspired by his father's descriptions
of the housa In 1958, he removed the yellow floor finish to reved the natura aesthetic of the pine. Higgins
conddered the effect of each dteration on the Colonia character of the house and chose to use materids and
desgns gppropriate to the period to his knowledge. Higginss method of protecting the historic characteristics of
the house wes to meke improvement plans besed on information gathered from family memories of the
property. He aso occasiondly sought out experts in historic artifacts, as he demondrated when he hed thefront
door lock repaired by the Boston locksmith who completed restoration work on Faneuil Hall (Higgins 1919-
1961:41,45,74, 93-98).

George Higginslikely found inspiration for the improvement of his property through persond observations of
Cape Cod and the detailed descriptions of buildings intravel guides of the period, written by fellow admirersof
the Cgpe Cad heritage. For example, a description of atypical Cgpe Cod house door that gopeared in atrave
guide included the gatement, "if the house is lucky, it may have a millstone for a doorsep (Smith and Shey
1936:80)." In 1922, Higginsrecorded in hisjourna that he had "secured an old millstone from someone inthe
village [possibly from an antiques shop] and placed it a the front door” (Higgins 1919-1961:53).

While George Higgins endeavored to maintain the Atwood-Higgins homesead & an experience in Colonia
living, his long-term summer occupancy of the edate necesstated moden conveniences. This provides
evidence that his recreationa use of the property outweighed ‘authentic' restoration of it.  Higgins commented
that his ". . . origina intention was too drictly 'in period' to lend itself to modern demands Marriage,
occupancy, guests ad help all sympathized but did not gopreciae such goatan living (Higgins 1919-
1961:93)." He compromised by installing modern infrastructure a the estate, but attempting to disguise it or
place it in sscondary goeoes 0 thet the historic feeling of the edate was not disturbed. The earliest improvement
congged of the ingtallation of anew, 61 foot degp water pump outsde the kitchenin 1922.
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After spending his first whole summer at the estate in 1932, Higgins congructed a piped water sysem with a
1500 gdlon brick reservoir northeest of the garage, a Wellhouse (L CS No. 040425, contributing building),
and hose connections near the shed and guest house lawn. Water sysem connections were extended to the bam
and country gore in 1947 and to a hose connection serving the front (main house) lawn the following year. The
mogt subgtantial modemization efforts occurred in 1938, when Higginsadded a new septic tank with manhole
acoess northeedt of the shed and ges line to the house These improvements allowed for the addition of a kitchen
dove and refrigerator in the house, and aradiator and laundry room boiler in the Woodshed. The second mgor
modemization effort was initiated in 1946, when the other resdents of Bound Brook Idand expressed adesre
to acquire telephone and eectric service. The transmisson linesfor these utilities cut through George Higginss
lands. Concarned with the aesthetic impact of the utilities, Higgins consented to these plans with stipulations
that protected the character of the landscgpe He commented that: " | agreed to alow the poles to enter as they
now <and and run on the south dde of my land on the Idand shdtered by the trees but only with the
understanding thet al connecting parties would now and dways, wherever they |eft the shdter of the woods, lay
underground cable’ (Higgins 1919-1961:109). Higgins extended eectric sarvice to the house in 1947, but
required the eectricians to desgn a wiring plan 0 that the wires would not be visible in the house By the
following year, the house was lit by eectricity and dectric service was d0 extended to the sore. Higgins
ingtaled tdephone sarvice in the house in 1953, which completed its modemization (Higgins 1919-1961:51,
85-87, 93, 109-115, 119, 144).

George Higginss recregtiond use of the Atwood-Higgins estate focused on his passon for historica Colonid
life. He sought to create a romantic landscgpe in which to experience a persondized, historical sanse of place;
and entertain himsalf with the design of replica period buildings and the collection of historic artifacts. The
addition of multiple Colonia-ingpired outbuildingsto the property and his cultivation of a mstic, historically
gopropriate setting mirrored the sentiment that gppeared in period entertainment magazines and travel guide
books that highlighted New England leisure degtinations. George Higgins employed his locd friends, David
Curran, Frank Williams, and Jeke Dolby to complete many of his congtruction projects. Outbuildings on the
property in 1919 included the Woodshed (LCS No. 040423, contributing building) and likely the Atwood-
Higgins House Privy (contributing building) located adjacent to the main house™ Higgins restored the wood
shed, but wes more concemed that it aestheticdly fit into the context with the house than he was with dterations
to itsorigina features. In 1920, he covered the vertical board shesthing on the wood shed with the old shingles

A The Atwood-Higgins House Privy isacareful recongtruction that contains some of the materids and is of the same dimendonsand
form of the original. It istherefore included as a contributing resource within the district. Since it isasmdl sceledement within the
digtrict and the other contributing resources date from the historic period, the district doesnot nesd to meet Criterion Condderation E
for recondructed properties according to the Nationa Regigter guiddines.
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he removed from the housa To make the wood shed more useful, he installed plank flooring in 1920 and built
the open woodshed addition on the north devation in 1923 (Higgins 1919-1961:23-25, 42, 57).

Two other projects that Higginsinitiated in 1923 involved the construction of new buildings on or neer the
property. The frequently flooded condition of the road to Bound Brook Idand inspired Higgins to build a
Garage (LCS No. 040421, contributing building) on his friend's (Frank Williams) resdence a the end of
Pamet Point Road. 1n 1929, he rebuilt the garage with the same materids on his own property, but redesgned it
to incorporate an "example of both the curved top as well as the cut-comered [historic] doors' (Higgins 1919-
1961:78). Higgins improved the historic aesthetic of the garage by adding baiten pine doors in 1930 and
Hemlock boardsin the interior in 1933 (Higgins 1919-1961:56, 76-80, 88).

The soond project desgned in 1923 involved the congtruction planning for a Barn (LCS No. 007490, MHC
No. WLF.46, contributing building) that would look "as near possble smilar" to Higginss great
grandfather's bam (Thomas Atwood Jr.), which wes originaly located on the property. The new bam wes
aected batween 1924 and 1925 on a Ste sHected for its proximity to the former Ste of the original bam.

Higgins typicaly acquired materias from demolished historic New England houses and bams for use in his
replicas. Theinterior of the barn was finished with boardsfrom a barrd factory formerly located on the nearby
Baker esate on Bound Brook Idand. Historical wood boards were o usad to condgmct an annex addition on
the eest wall of the barn in 1927. Higgins congructed the annex in an effort to make the originally blank eest

wall of the bam more aesthetically pleasing from the town road that pessed through the property & thet time.

Other dterations to the bam included the modification of atool and workroominto aboys desping room in
1931 and the replacement of the bam doors with lumber from Shelbourne, New Hampshire in 1955 (Higgins
1919-1961:57, 64-65, 70, 82-84, 150).

George Higgins added a Guest House (LCS No. 007492, MHC No. WL F.484, contributing building) to the
complex in 1929, which faced west toward the bam. The guest house smply resulted in Higginss nesd for
Foece to accommodate company and employess & the estate Higgins remarked that the desgn of the guest
housswas "in every detall as authentic areproduction as could . .. be made' (Higgins 1919-1961:76). Higgins
incorporated hand hewn beams reused from a former barn on Bound Brook Idand into the ceiling smcture,
ussd slveged wood for the interior trim, and installed historic hardware. The Colonial fedl of the guest house
weas completed when a friend salveged the historic Guest House Privy (LCS No. 040422, contributing
building) on Bound Brook Idand and moved it to the dte in 1930. In hisjournal bout the edate Higgins
emphagzed that the guest house proved that "if one did not possess an old house, they could . . . cregte a very
acceptable reproduction” (Higgins 1919-1961:78). The idea of constructing a new building to look smilar to
the extant historic architecture on Cape Cod was captured ina 1936 travel guide:
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It isdegpressing to sse how many good old dwelling have bean ruined [atered or demolished]
. . . Fortunately, now people have taken an interest in the old houses, there is an increesing
amount of good new building on the Cgpein harmony with the old. And when itiswell done,
a new Cgpe Cod house will sttle down indistinguishably from its neighbors, and grace the
landscgpe indeed of defacing it (Smith and Shey 1936:84).

Despite his satisfaction that the guest house fit within the historic landscape of the Atwood-Higgins edate,
Higgins noted that the guest house would "never have ‘the feel' of the main housg' to him because it had not
been lived infor multiple generations of his family (Higgins 1919-1961:78). Higgins mede minor dterationsto
the gues house in the 1950s, including the addition of a bathroom and ancther room in 1951 and a kitchen in
1952 (Higgins 1919-1961:64, 76-80, 123, 130-131, 139, 149).

The lag building added to the complex for degping goace was the Summer House (LCS No. 040409, MHC
No. WLF.485, contributing building) completed in 1936 The summer house was a small, seesond cabin
built offsiteby a Mr. Lovey from Dorchester and shipped to Bound Brook Idand. Higgins referred to the
building as a'memorial’ to his father, who had thought of the idea to build it (Higgins 1919-1961:90). Higgins
installed the summer house on the hill to the southwest of the main house It festured awnings operated by
pulleys and ropes that opened the upper half of the wall to the air. The pulley system proved difficult to operate
and reaulted in the reconstruction of the building in 1960. The origina roof, which had been reshingled in 1950,
was reusd in the recondructed building (Higgins 1919-1961:91, 123, 157, 162).

Ore of the primary manifestations of George Higgins's idedlized historic homestead was the constmction of the
Country Store (LCS No. 007491, MHC No. WLF.483, contributingbuilding) from 1947 to 1949. Higgins
initiated planning of the building in 1945 to replicate "as near as possble, an early backwoods, crossoeds
genead dore in a arsdy settled district” that he remembered from his childhood travels to North Pomfret,
Vermont (Higgins 1919-1961:1960:16). Higgins reflected in his joumal that his memory of that landscape
"compedlled" him to recregte the store on his recregtiona property. He dated, "Perhgps here [Atwood-Higgins
edate] | sl find again some trace of what | lost . . . Perhgps others will share with me some fragment, some
faint san=e of bygone days' (Higgins 1919-1961:108). The dore weas fabricated with historic materids,
including a hend hewn pine ceiling beam from a bam in New Hampshire. Higgins enhanced the historical
ambiance of the building with artifacts such as a sgn from a pog office in south Truro, a grocery dore Sgn
from Wédllfleet, a sdles counter from a dore in Eagham, and section of a post office from Mason, New
Hampshire. The cregtion of this building brought Higgins's idedlisfic nofion of Colonia living to anew leve.
Higgins recrested both the exterior aesthetic and interior of the store he remembered from childhood, complete
with period goods, which he aranged in a historic manner and displayed to visitors. He noted in a 1960

" Additiona degping goece wes d<0 located in the Country Store in the 1940s
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interview that he experienced difficulty in ‘properly’ displaying merchandise of such an 'early period' (Higgins
1960:17). In 1958 Higgins reorganized the interior of the building, moving the 'dry goods department’ doser to
the door and making it more ‘authentic' by building shdves on the eest and south walls. He ds0 added a
‘hardware department’ and 'shoe counter’ in the 'grocery department.” This addition to the Atwood-Higgins
complex pardlded the collection of buildings and demondration of Colonid life popular a living history
musums (Higgins 1919-1961:107-114, 119-120, 150; Higgins 1960:15-16). In 1941, a few yeas before
Higgins planned his sore, the Sturbridge Village Musaum acquired the Miner Grant Sore inther effort to re-
aregte a complete modd Colonial village where guests could experience interpretations of historic community
life. A third privy, referred to in this document as the Northwest Privy (contributing building) is located in
the woods northwest of the store, on the west Sde of the acocessdriveway that 1oops through the property. This
privy may have been associated with the store.

George Higginsconsgdered the setting of his re-crested Colonia homestead integral to the picturesquefeeling
of the estate. He conducted as many carefully planned improvements to the landscape of the Atwood Higgins
Grounds (contributing site) as he did in the devdopment of the buildingswithin the complex. Higginsdso
enlaged the acreege of the edae, therefore presarving undeveloped land, and redirected road and river

improvements to have the least possble impact on his property. From 1919 to 1935, Higgins amesssd atotal of
15443 continuous acres, including land from the neighboring Baker edate. He added another 38 aores " of
meedow and waterfront” purchesed from the Baker edate on October 21, 1942. Besdes securing the naturd

land that now surrounds each Sde of the estate, Higgins begen clearing overgrown lavns around the main house
shortly after acquiring it (Higgins 1919-1961:10, 19, 34,61, 102).

The mogt significant permanent dhanges to the landscgpe of the Atwood-Higgins esate involved the
redlignment of locd road access and Herring Creek. Although the majority of Cgpe Cod was eeslly accessble
by train or locd road networks in the early twentieth century, the town road that originally pessad through the
Atwood-Higgins property was often un-navigable by automobile. In 1926, George Higginsreguested that the
town reconfigure the original Bound Brook Idand Road to go around the north sde of his barn. The town
complied and additionally erected "an old-fashioned bridge' over Bound Brook neer the edae in 1927, a
George Higginsrequest. Higgins funded the congtruction of the bridge. 1n 1944, the town reconfigured Bound
Brook Idand Road a sscond time, to a route outsde the boundary of George Higgins's property. Thischange
afforded Higginsmore privacy on the edate and endbled him to develop a network of aooess paths around the
property, such as the dirt road encircling the bam. The old road wes officially dosed in 1945. The town mede
plans to dredge and reroute the Herring Cresk aong the eest and west Sdes of the property in 1923. Higgins
contested plans that would have eiminated the naturd curve of the river dong his land, and the town dtered the
proposed river redignment plans to retain the curve. Other notable permanent changes to the property include
the leveling of the hilly ground to provide flat dtes for the garage in 1929 and the country gore in 1943
(Higgins 1919-1961:9, 17, 56, 70, 78, 105-107).
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Higgins goent the mgjority of his energy on the landscgpe erecting and rearranging fencesand planting various
vines flowers,and trees. Cegpe Cod travel writing included potentially inspiring accounts of the loca landscape,
including descriptions of "'screens of shrub and hedge' againgt modest houses, "tangles of wild raose and cherry,
and soented racames of the locust-treg” and a "rail fence that hes wom to a beautiful slvery hue' (Bangs
1920:5). Higginsbegan building a network of historically inspired split rail fence around the property in 1921
and continued until 1945. At the peek of his fence building around 1927, he acquired fence rails in bulk,
purchasng & leest 100 a atime. By 1927, the fence followed the east property line, and extended south to a
gate across the old town road near the bam. When the town reconfigured the road in 1944, Higgins rearranged
the fencing to endose the north and wes boundaries of the property and create a bamyard. He erected a
balanced done gate a the entrance to the property in 1945. The box from this gateisthe only original portion of
it that remains today (Higgins 1919-1961:49, 69, 105-107). Photogrgphs of Higginss improved landscgpe
ressmble thosein trave guides (sse photographs a end of document).

Higgins began planting new trees on the property in 1921, but wes congtantly faced with damege causad by
dorms and dissese He added four gpple trees on the front lawn of the main house and protected them from
roaming cows with wire endosures around the trunks. The gpple trees were located neer a maure gople tree
planted by Higginss great grandfather that he resurrected after the 1938 hurricane. The presance of the gople
orchard is conggent with historical settlement homesteeds on Cgpe Cod. The old gpple tree died after the 1954
hurricane. Higgins significantly changed the landscape in 1923 with the planting of 1,000 Austrian pine trees
that he purchasad from the Commonwedth of Massachusatts Forestry Division. He placed the trees dong the
southeest boundary of the property and & the heed of the road. Native pine trees undoubtedly covered the land
in the seventeenth century, but became less prevdent as settlement of Cgpe Cod progressed and the land was
deforested. The Audtrian pine trees succumbed to diseese in 1949, dong with some poplar trees on the property .
The period of dens=st tree cover on the property was likely the early 1930s before these new trees failed.
George Higgins diversified the spedes on the estate by planting a peer treein 1930 and 25 mountain agh trees in
the front (south) lawn in 1946. Many of the treesthat survived disease were damaged inthe 1954 hurricane that
sruck New England. Higginsaranged theflowersthat he planted on the property aong the devations of the
buildings, likely to achieve a charming aesthetic. He ingtaled trellises with rases and tmmpet vines & thefront
door of the main house, and a the wet (main house) outhouse inthe early 1920s Shortly after the completion
of the guest houss, he framed the building with lilacs, lilies, vines, and forsythiaplants In the 1950s he
replanted the flower beds againg the eedt, and west ddes of the main house, expanded the flower bed dong the
south gde of the house, and replaced the grgpe abor located in the south lawn that was dameged in the
hurricane (Higgins 1919-1961:49-51,57,61,80-82, 110, 122, 140-143, 147).

In additionto his carefully planned improvements to the Atwood-Higgins house and property, George Higgins
ussd the edate as a facility for storing, displaying, ard enjoying his collection of antiques and historic
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ephemara The Higgins pgpas and collections, particularly those he displayed in the replica Colonid
outbuildings, are contributing features of the edate that add to the undersanding of the complex. Higginss
papears contain substantid information regarding twentieth-century changesto the property and insght into the
Atwood and Higginsfamilies. The pgpears include George Higginssjoumal, which provides apersond  account
of hiswork a the property. His collections encompass awider variety of items displayed in or historically used
in the buildings on the property. A few notable items in Higginss collections include an 1844 "Joumd of a
Tour of Cgoe Cod," and ship logs, which he was likely intereted in because of the Atwood family's
assodations with whaling. Early-twentieth-century Cgpe Cod guide books described the vaue of these log
books to descendants within accounts of local history. A 1936 source included the following description: "[In
the pre-Revolution years] nearly every man in Wellfleet was awhdeman . . . There is scarcdy an old family in
Wellfleet but cherishes the whaling log or logs of some forbear” (Smith and Shaey 1936:24). A smilar account
gopeared ina 1937 source

It isinther log-books thet life on the whders is mogt accurately mirrored. The reading of these
old volumes that record the happenings & s=a day by day is often a prime way to oend anidle
hour. In countless Cepe homes, especidly in Wellfleet, these musty and yellow but well-posted
tomes are treasured by the descendants of the men who wrote them (Tarbell 1937:188).

George Higginss collections demondrate his interest in artifacts, gphemera, and genedogy assodated with
local history. These interests are congstent with tourist trends encouraged by local travel writing of the period.

National Park Service Acquisition of the Atwood-Higgins Complex

George Higgins continued to enjoy his summer resort estate until his deeth in 1964. Toward the end of his life,
the Nationa Pak Savice (NPS) had begun making arrangaments to acquire lands and aregte a nationd park
that would preserve the undeveloped sections of the Cgpe Cod shordine for future generations. NPS publicly
rdeesed plans for the cregtion of the Cgoe Cod NS in 1959 and contacted George Higgins regarding the
potentia acquisition of the Atwood-Higgins estate Haitered by the possibility that his bdoved family edtate
was "conddered worthy of Nafional preservation,” Higgins agread to will the property to the NPS (Higgins
1919-1961:159).

NPS employees and consultants fully documented the properties to be included in the Cgpe Cod NS before
ataining ownership. The Atwood-Higgins edate was photogrgphed and meesured in August 1959 and averbd
account of George Higginss work on the property weas recorded during an interview in the summe of 1960.
This information, ong with George Higginssjournal, sarved es a bads for the interpretation of the Ste. NPS
representatives met with George and Frances Higgins a their Brookline house in March 1960 to discuss
Higginss wishes for the future treetment of the edtate and the transfer of the property to the Department of the
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Interior "as a nationd historic shring’ (Higgins 1919-1961:160). In the 1980 interview with NPS
representatives, Higgins provided further direction for the trestment of the property. He suggested that "the
main house should be restored a once to the samblance of the life of that early period.” He recommended
removing the Sgns of twentieth-century modemization and commented on how the ettate could be used a5 a
public musaum by staging it with Colonid artifacts, such as period table settings (Higgins 1960:19-20). The
interview included smilar guidance for mantenance of the property itself Higgins requested that the
landscaping remain Smple, the fences be retained or replaced in-kind, and the natura-growth pine trees be kept
away from the buildings to minimize fire risk. Higgins followed these recommendations with the suggestion to
ue the guest house or build new accommodations with smilar desgn characteristics neer the guest house, to
accommodeate an NPS caretaker (Higgins 1960:19-23). The NPS did use the guest house for summer housing in
the 1970s and 1980s

George Higgins egreed to donate the estate with al buildings and dightly lessthan 50 acres including 35 acres
on the north sde of Bound Brook Idand Roed to be ussd for parking. Higgins Sgned conveyance of the
property to NPS on July 2, 1961, with the stipulation thaet he and his wife retain life tenancy. Higginswas
ssemingly pleesad that other people would be able to experience his historic family homesteed (Higgins 1919-
1961:156-167; O'Connell 2003:114). In his joumal, he commented,

How little we three redlized [Higgins, Charles Silva, and David Curran] . . . that our labors to
resore to its proper period the old house and place, would amount to any more than pasing
interest on the part of our generation, or in the times in which we lived. That the result should
have recaived nationa recognition would certainly have been far beyond our fondest dreams
(Higgins 1919-1961:166).

The Nationd Pak Service officially established the Cgpe Cod National Seeshore on August 7, 1961. The Cgpe
Cod NS currently goans from Chatham to Provincetown and contains 43,604 acres. On August 30, the United
Saes Sacreay of the Interior, Stewart L. Udall, sgned a cooperative agreement acoepting the donation of the
Atwood-Higgins edate and establishing plans to use it as a publicly interpreted Ste within the Cgoe Cod NS
after gaining full use of the property.™ The cooperative agreament, as quoted in the Atwood-Higgins Complex
Interpretive Progpectus dates

That when the historic Ste is established and exhibited for public use visitation, and enjoyment, it
shdl be adminigered 0 as to faithfully depict to the public, as far as practical, the way of life
exiging inthe vicinity of the historic Ste and to reflect as far as possble the pagt history of the

"In 1982, the coopardive agreamat was modified to redlace the lifetime cooupancy dause in the property dondion with a*'revocale
permit”’ dlowing Gaorge ad Mrs. Higginsto continue using the propaty (NPS  1974).
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housg, its adjoining buildings, and surrounding area as representative of Cgpe Cod (1961 quotein
NPS 1977:1).

Knowing that his esate would be used as a publicly interpreted site, George Higgins aso donated the pepars
and collections he sored in the house and guest houseto the NPS on Sgptember 20, 1962.

It gppears that the NPS originally intended to desgnate the Atwood-Higgins complex as aNationa Historic Site
after gaining full control of the property, as shown by the labeling of the edate as a Nationa Historic Ste ona
map included inthe 1970 magter plan for the Cgpe Cod NS. Mrs. Higgins usad the property until 1975, 0 it wes
not avalable for full NPS use until that time. The NPS continued to draft planning documents for the Cgpe Cod
NS and al of the dteswithin it to establish the overarching vision, interpretation, and devedlopment godsfor the
new park. During this time, the NPS consdered all of the buildings located with the Atwood-Higgins edateto
be higtoric. The Atwood-Higgins Complex is mentioned in the historic smctures section of the 1970 magter
plan for the Cgpe Cod NS, which includes a purpose datement "to assure the preservation of sructures of merit
& architecturd goecdmensand as part of the Cgpe Cod sceneg' (NPS 1970).

However, when the Atwood-Higgins house was listed in the National Regider of Historic places on July 30,
1976, it was because of its sgnificance as an early example of the Cgpe Cod building type. The nomination
form did not include the outbuildings on the property. The draft historic structure report aso completed in 1976
esablished that the date of congtruction for the building as ca 1730 rather than the late seventeenth century, as
uggested in the form; and the report aso led the NPS to reconsder its view of the interpretive value of the
outbuildings as historic resources.

After 1976 the NPS focusad interpretation of the Atwood-Higgins property around the architecture of the
historic housa. When the NPS opened the complex to the public inthe summer of 1976, the NPS explained the
progresson of additions to the house and familiarized visitors with the generd history of the Lower Cgoe
region. The Atwood-Higgins edate is still open to the public, but its isolated location aitracts a limited number
of vigtors.

Archeology within the Atwood-Higgins Historic Didtrict

The first archaeologicd investigations of the Atwood-Higgins Archaeological Site (contributing Site) began
with a mention in the transcript of George Higgins 1960 interview, that he hed identified a depresson
containing whet he called a"buttery cistern™ inasmal mesdow near the main house In 1973, NPS Landscgpe
Architect Edward F. Hoppe and Historian Ed Lohr visited the property and noted the cistem location as one
typically favored as a house Ste, suggeding that the possble cistern feature might provide a marker for a
previoudy undocumented resdence (Anon. n.d.). A trench excavaled across the depresson resulted in the
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recovery of savard oyser and shdl fragments, severd pieces of what was described as "fairly modern dish
ware," asavn bone fragment, and amodern paint can or bucket lid. No structura remans were identified and
it was conduded that the depresson might be the remains of an unused clam bake pit or aloam "borrow pif' for
recent gardening activities (Lohr 1973).

Following this early investigation of the buttery cistem, more concarted archeologica review of the property
wes initiated. These projects, ranging from 1979 to 2005, were completed under the auspices of the NPS and,
when viewed as a whole, provide a detailed picture of the history, archeologica senstivity, and cultura
resources comprised by the Atwood-Higgins Ste.

The first recognition of the Atwood-Higgins dte as adistinct "cultural™ resource was provided in Clemensen's
Historic Resource Study: Cgpe Cod National Seeshore (1979). The sudy was desgned to provide a generd
history and historical besemgp for the park to ad with future planning and interpretation activities. The project
identified the locations of more than 53 significant historic period stes, including the Atwood-Higgins House,
ad devdoped seveard themes for the organization and interpretation of those dtes M ajor themes included
ealy exploration of the Cgpe the transformation of the landscgpe subsequent to Europeen settlement; the
expandon of the maritime economy; shipbuilding, shipwrecks, and lighthouses, and tourism.

In his review, Clemensen identified Bound Brook Idand as an early settlement locus in Wellfleet that, because
of deforestation and overgrazing, rapidly became barren and eroded.  The loss of productive agricultural lands
causad the population of the idand to tum to the saa for its livelihood, but thet too collgpsed after the American
Revolution. By the late eighteenth century, only 10 dwellings remained on the idand, including the Atwood-
Higgins House, an example of atypica "Cape-syle' building (Johnson 1997: Figure 15, No. 24). Clemensen
notesthat the Atwood-Higgins family was engaged in fishing and farming during that period and that they dso
may have owned daves (Clemensen 1979:62). While this survey was important in singling out the property as
a vauable historical resource, it mede no recommendations regarding its archeologica sengtivity nor didit
provide any manegament suggestionstoward that end (Johnson 1997).

Marlene Rockmores Documentary Review of the Historic-Period Archeology of the Cgpe Cod National
Seadhore (1979) was an atempt to addressthis oversght with the development of a senditivity assessmat for
historic period stes within the towns of Eagtham, Wellfleet, Truro, and Provincetown. While no fieldwork was
conducted &s part of the project, it did provide a comprenensve catdog of ste types and locations bassd on the
historical settlement patterns of the surveyed towns. It did not provide, however, aty guidance ebout the
devdopment of interpretive or research themesfor the identified Stes, and her treatment of the Atwood-Higgins
dte was smilarly cursory.
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In 1985, the NPS published the first sysemedc documentation of the historic period archeological sengtivity of
the Seedhore in gengd and Bound Brook Idand in particular.  Entitled Chapters in the Archeology of Cape
Cod, I11: The Historic Period and Historic Period Archeology (McManamon 1985), the report detailed the
distribution of pogt-contact period stes, their tempord and functional variation, and how they represent and
ducidate loca and regiond historical devdopments. Among the more important contributionsof the report was
the identification of five dte types including Early Period Scatter, Early Period Structure, Long-Term
Occupation Structure, Mid Nineteenth-Century Occupation, and Recant Scatter, and the assodiation of these Ste
types with particular towns contained within the Seeshore

Wellfleet, for example, exhibited a dustered pattem of settlement a Bound Brook and Fresh Brook dating to
the eghteenth and nineteenth centuries of which the Atwood-Higginsproperty is a representative example.
Based on McManamon's Ste typology as derived from the frequency of various ceramic types the Atwood-
Higgins ste could be expected to fall within the Early Period Structure and Long Tem Occupation Structure
categories These categories are characterized archeologicaly by the presence of brick, all mgor ceramic types,
and vaious landscgpe and structural features including cdlar holes, middens, wells, bams, and outbuildings.
While no subsurface testing was conducted on the property as pat of the survey, McManamon's work did
provide a template for sulbsequent excavations and interpretations & the property.

The mog recent of the non-invasive archeologica surveys a the Atwood Higgins Ste was conducted in 1993

and documented in 1995 in a report entitled Archaeological Reconnaissance Survey of the Atwood-Higgins
Complex, Cgpe Cod National Seeshore, Wdlfleet, Massachusetts (Holmes e a. 1994). This survey weas the
second of four case dudies conducted to demondrate the connection between the historic contexts outlined in
the cultura land use sudy (Holmes et al. 1994) and the evauation of historic resources within the Seeshore

The report provides areview of the archeologica sendtivity of Bound Brook Idand by way of a discusson of

known archeeologicd dtes These dtes included four pre-contact period Stes of unknown tempord or

functional affiliation (19-BN-125, 127, 129; WLFL09), a Lae Woodland shell midden (19-BN-128), and six

pog-contact period dtesincluding an old house ste (WLFHA-2), a schoolhouse marker plague (WLFHA-5), an

Indian resarvation (WLFHA-7), a cdlar hole and smdler depressons (WLFHA-9/19BN 439/440), two

nineteenth-century cdlar holes (WLFHA-15, 17), and a ningteenth-century  artifact scatter (WLFHA-23).

Drawing from the 1995 cultura land use study, the report then provides severd historical contexts with which
to predict and interpret the potential archeologica resources contained within Bound Brook Idand generdly and
the Atwood-Higgins dte specifically. These contexts included 1) Early European exploration and ssttlement, 2)
Maritime Trade, 3) St Production, 4) Agriculture and rurd life from the seventeenth through twentieth
centuries and, 5) Recregtional and ssasond resdences.
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Four previoudy identified Ste locations on the property were cited for their obvious connection to Contexts 1
ad 4 including: apotentiad barn Ste dating to the Cgptain Thomas Atwood tenure on the property, ca 1805
the "Hopkins Houss' dite, a smdl depresson northeest of the existing Guet House and occupied by the
Nehemiah S Hopkins family during the early nineteenth century; a"buttery cistem,” possbly marking the gte
of another undocumented house; and the courseof the old town road, reconfigured & George K. Higgins urging,
ca 1920-1921 (Donddson 2007:17-18, 28; McManamon 1985). The potential bam dite, a onefimevisbleas
a andl depresson, was no longer clearly visible & the time of the wakover survey, nor were any artifacts
visible on the ground surfece a its purported location. The Hopkins House depresson wes still visbleon the
property and surface collection a the dte yielded some artifacts, but a link among the artifacts, the depresson,
and a Hopkins occupation could not be conclusively demondrated.  The former dignment of the old town road
was still visible and marked by severd concrete and stone podts, but no trace of the cistem was found.™

In addition to assessing the archeologica potentia of the previoudy identified resources on the property, the
aess aound the ganding buildings on the property ds0 were assessad.  Combining the results of the
documentary and archeologica research, the authors conduded that the Atwood-Higgins sSte hed the potentid

to contain historic resources primarily related to the use of the property as arecregtiond and ssesond resdence
with particular reference to the Colonia Reviva Movement of the earlier twentieth century. They dso
uggedted that the older buildings and features on the property, especidly the Atwood-Higgins House and the
old town road, hed the potential to contribute to the priority reseerch contexts established for Bound Brook

Idand including the early settlement of the idand, early agriculture, and the establishment and modification of
transportation networks.

Unlike previous surveys, the report aso provided detailed managament recommendations for the archeologica

resources on the property. Much of this information was drawn from the recent excavations conducted by Ledie
Mead (s below), and resulted in a moderate to high sengitivity assessment for eighteenth through twentieth-

century archeologicd resources dong the west dde of the Atwood-Higgins House, the area aound the
"Hopkins House" and the old town road area

These aress were specifically sngled out as requiring archeological survey work in advance of any proposed
undertakings on the property. On amore generd level, the report recommended that the property be subjected
to an identification survey to provide precise data about the locations, extent, and integrity of subsurface
features and artifacts (Holmes et al. 1994:26).

It would gopear thet Hames, and MdMianamon on whose survey reauits the higtoric culturd land use sudy wes besed,
wes unawae of the reauts of Lohr's 1973 work thet effectively digoroved the exigance of the dstamn ad the earlier
house bdieved to e assodated with it.
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In 1992 and 1994, the first sysematic subsurface surveys on the property were conducted by NPS archeologist

Ledie A. Mead and summarized in the 1996 report entitled Archeological Teding at the Atwood-Higgins
House, 1992 and 1994 Field Seesons, Cgpe Cod National Seashore. The purpose of the surveys wasto assd in
the documentation of the Atwood-HigginsHouse and to provide a basdine report for the identification and

evauation of archeologicd resources immediatedly surrounding the building in advance of proposd

rehabilitation efforts(Mead 1996:8). The rehabilitation plan cdled for the ingtallation of a drainage pipe dong
the north and south facades of the house the replacement of the westem end of the south foundation; the
installation of drainage pipes in the eedt lawn; and sdlective grading of portions of the north lawn.

Given thexe parametars, the surveys comprised sevard inter-rdlated gods.  Fird, trench and unit excavation

adong the exterior of the north and south foundation walls of the house was desgned to address severd basc

quedions about the foundation itself including its construction method and chronology, how dep it extended

below grade, its condition, and whether any drainege facilitiesexisted around its perimeter. Second, test pit and

trench excavation insde the house benegth the existingfloorboardswas desgned to identify whether there were

any support structures beneeth the sagging first floor chimneys, fireboxes, and hearths Thisinterior testing dso

weas organized to test for the presence of a relict foundation wall that would mark, and possbly dae, the

relationship between the eest and wet ddes of the dructures  Finally, test pit and unit excavation was

completed in the yard area surrounding the house to identify potentially significant landscgpe features (privies,
middens, paths) and/or intact historic gradesthat might be affected by proposed drainege improvements.

The work completed dong the north foundation of the house demondrated that the soil in that location had been
heavily disturbed by utility line and dry well ingtalations dating to the early twentieth century (Mead 1996:10-
14). Remnants of a brick walkway and a builder's trench dso were identified, but their integrity wes too
heavily compromised to alow for any subgantive interpretation of them.

Testing dong the southeast foundation wall adjacent to what is believed to be the origina half of the building
yielded no significant cultural remains. Testing dong the southwest portion of the foundation both ingde and
outdde of the houss, however, resulted in the identification of arelict yard surface containing domestic and
architectura refuse (ceramics, bottle and window glass, nails, ball clay pipes) dating to the ssoond half of the
eighteenth century through the early ninegteenth century. This depost dretched undemeath the westem half of
the house and into the south and west lawns as confirmed by testing in those locations.

Tegting indde the housewas limited to its esstern Sde and uncovered no evidence of a foundation wall marking
what would have been the western wall of the origina half house. The lack of pre-1850 artifacts and the use of
concrete to repair the hearth floor in the Eagt Parlor did sugges that & some point after the middle of the
nineteenth century the floorboardsin both the Eagt Parlor and Eagt Kitchen were lifted to perform structurd
repars beneath the housa The Eagt Parlor excavations a<o identified a cobble platform or floor ingde the
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exisging chimney. This feature was dternately interpreted as the origina floor of a much larger hearth that
formerly opened into the parlor or the remains of now defunct hearth on the back of the existing hearth that
opened into aroom that isno longer in exigence (Mead 1996:28-29).

Tes pit ad unit excavations in the lawn area surrounding the house hed variable results.  Soil dratigraphy in
the north lawn was congstent with naturd intact Carver series soils, suggesting that subsurface disurbances in
that portion of the property have been limited. This lack of disturbance, however, is likely attributable to the
fact that the areais fairly stegply doped and, as such, probably was not intensively usaed during the historic
period. Teding in the ees lawn, on the other hand, identified what was interpreted as the remans of a
significant midden depodt dating primarily to the late eighteenth through early nineteenth century. Based on
the recovery of earlier ceramics in the lower levels of the midden, there is some possibility thet portions of the
feeture pre-date that period, but the nature of the testing was too limited to date individual depogts with any
accuracy.

Mead's excavations around the Atwood-Higgins House resulted in severd observations about the archeological
integrity of the landscape immediately surrounding the building, the most important of which were the
identification of an intact midden deposit on the east 9de of the house and what gopeared to be a relict
eighteenth- to nineteenth-century landscagpe surface a the southwest corner of the house. The identification of
these features dso indirectly suggested some degree of landscgpe integrity within specific portions of the
property and the potential for those intact surfacesto contain additional archeologica depogts dating to the
early occupation of the house.

Using the 1992 and 1994 excavations as an archeologica sendtivity guide, additional testing was conducted
around the Atwood-Higgins House in 2004 in advance of proposed repairs to the eedt foundation wall. Directed
by NPS archeologist Frederica Dimmick, the excavation conssted of three 1-x-0.5-meter (m) trenches goecad a
3m intervasaong the foundation. The southemmost excavation unit, NIOEl, yielded two house congtruction-
rdated features including aremnant brick foundation and aclay layer used ether to sed the foundation or to act
& adrainage conduit (Dimmick 2004). Dimmick gpeculates thet the brick foundation was part of an early sill
repar gpisode a the house, dthough the mixed nature of the assodated soils and recovered cultura meteria
mede it difficult to pinpoint an gpproximate date for that repair. The center excavation unit, N13E1, contained
disturbed soils overlying a smal clay feature probably associated with the clay depost inNIOEI. N16E1 dso
contained disturbed soils associated with the ingtallation of en darm cable and drainage pipes Dexpite this
disurbance, an artifact-rich coarse sand depost wes identified and tentatively assodated with the eedt lawn
midden feeture previoudy identified during the 1994 Mead excavations (see above).

Additional archeologicd investigations a the cdllar entrance off the west wall of the house were conducted in
September 2005. The failing brick foundation in this location wes dated for repair, and after preliminary hand
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excavation conducted by mantenance personnd yielded fragments of redware, early creamware, tobacco pipes,
window glass, hand-wrought nails, shell and anima bone, NPS archeologiss were called into perform amore
sydemdic survey of the project impact area Two 1-x-1-m units were excavated north of the cellar door aong
the foundation and yielded a high dendty of domedic debris from dark, organic soils consdent with the
archeologicd profile of a historic midden. The recovered cultural materia included redware, English yellow
dipware, English white sdt-glazed and Westerwad doneware, Whieldonware, hand wrought nails, porcdain,
shell, and animd bone with no evidence of ay modem, intrusve materids. The feature was obsaved to
extend benesth the west wall of the house indicating thet it had been cut with the constmction of the west
addition to the house (Dimmick 2006).

The content of the midden feature suggests that it was depogted from the early eghteenth through the early
nineteenth centuries and, with the exception of the construction of the western addition to the houss, underwent
very little post-depogtiona disturbance.  This finding supports Meed's earlier conclusons about the relafive
soil integrity of certain portions of the Atwood-Higgins yard goece and expands the documented range of
features that have the potentia to survive in those intact soils.

The midden dso provides vauable corroborative data conceming the construction ssquence of the Atwood-
Higgins House  Locd tradition held that the house wes built during the late saventeenth century, a view that
wes papeuated by nineteenth-century histories of Wdlfleet and remained largely unchdlenged into the
twentieth century. Fader's HSR for the house, however, suggested a significantly later date for the constmction
of the original house, ca 1730, and podted that it was originally built as athree-bay haf house Thishouse
plan was subssquently expanded ca. 1775-1790 to comprise afour-bay, three quarter house, and then expanded
once again ca 1800 to encompess a five bay double house The final addition to the house occurred ca 1800-
1820 to indludeawest el (Fader 1980:40M1).

The midden feature gppears to support Fader's chronology. The preponderance of materid dating from
throughout the eghteenth century and the lack of cultura meaterid clearly pre-dating that time suggeststhat the
aea was used as a kitchen dump beginning in the early 1700s until around the tum-of-the-century when it
would have been largely covered by the ever expanding footprint of the house.  The lack of utility installations
dong the west gde of the house hes protected the feature from extensve modem soil disurbances and further
uggests that more intact portions of the midden, as well as other intact eghteenth-century soil surfaces and
fegtures, may survivein that area

The archeologica research a the Atwood-Higgins Ste hes contributed va uable corroborative information aboout
the specific consgmction chronology of the house, axd ds0 hes yieded information aoout previoudy
undocumented  building and repair campaigns both indde and outsde of the house  Furthermore, the
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identification in the yard area of an intact topsoil stratum containing eighteenth-century domedtic debris and
cultura features suggeststhe potentia for additiona intact soils on the property containing smilar depodts

The surviva and archeologica identification of eighteenth-century land surfaceswithin continuousy occupied
properties is not a common occurrence.  Long-term occupation of a Ste often hes the effect of "smearing” the
archeeologica record as successve familiesengagein architectural and landscape modificationsthat effectively
disturb or obliterate the potential archaeologica sgnature of the preceding occupation. Severd dudies focused
on seventeenth- and early-eighteenth-century  domestic landscapes in Massachusetts argue thet the low dengty
of archaeologicadly recovered culturd materid and features dating to those periods is a conssquence of
ubsequant eighteenth-, nineteenth-, and twentieth-century landscaping activities (Y entsch 1988).

This phenomenon hes been documented a severd early post-contact period houses including the Harlow Old
Fort House in Plymouth (ca. 1677), the Peetish Morse Tavern in South Natick (ca 1748), the Old Ordinary
House in Hingham (ca. 1680), and the Bamaby-Worddl House in Fregtown (ca 1670) (Baniger ad Heitert
2006; Hetert 2006ab; Hetert and Graves 2007). Inall three indances, evidence of the earliet Euro-American
sttlements on the gtes (eg., diagnostic ceramics, glass) were recovered during the archaeologica survey work,
but the materia came from mixed soil contexts containing cultural materia dating up to the twentieth century,
and no intact features dating to that period were identified

Mead's and Dimmick's excavations, however, resulted in the recovery not only of an early cultura materid
assamblage, but an assemblage recovered from the intact and interpretively significant archeologica contexts of
amidden and relict yard surface. At asite-specific level, both festures have the potentia to provideinformation
about isues of landscgpe organization and household successon among the Atwood and Higginsfamilies
during the eghteenth and ningteenth centuries  Ther survival aso corroborates the generd  sendtivity
as=3antts for the Ste as provided in the reconnaissance survey of the property (Holmes et al. 1994).

On abroader level, the survival of those features suggests a degree of landscepe integrity unusud for properties
dating to that period. This landscape integrity, in tum, suggests that a broader range of festures and cultura
materia depogts may exist within other portions of the domedtic core of the Ste with the potentia to address
questions of loca importance including the early sdttlement of the idand, early agriculture, and the
edablishment and modification of transportation networks.

In addition to the potentialy significant featuresidentified during the Mead and Dimmick excavaions, there are
sverd other dtes on the property that have the potentia to contribute additional information about the history
of the property. These resources have been provisionally identified through previous wakover surveys of the
dte or through reference to persona  anecdotes provided by the Higgins family and include the Nehemiah
Hopkins House, the Ban Ste, and the Old Town Road (Holmes e a. 1995 McManamon 1985).
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Archeological testing & these gtes have the potentia to expand the cultural landscgpe history of the property
and provide additiona information to addressthe ressaerch contexts outlined above. These dtes however, have
not been archeologicaly tested and as such their potential significance cannot be evauated a this time.
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Ideology. In Documentary Archaeology in the New World, Mary C. Beaudry, editor. Cambridge
University Press, Cambridge, England.



Atwood-Higgins Historic District Bamstable County, M A
Name of Property County and State

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of Property 24 aaes

UTM References
(Place additional references on a continuation sheet.

1ill. 412 229 4645125 31'j9 4 1229 O 1jai6|4]419]0]1
Zone Easting Northing Zone Eastinc3 Northing

11191 Ul 12 3 2 41'19 413—2591UUUU|913U

See continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description
(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)

Boundary Justification
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on acontinuation sheet.)

11. Form Prepared By

nameftitte Jary R Fdds ad Sghen A. Oausn

organization PAL date  April, 2010
stregt & numbear 210 Lonsdde Avaue telephone 401-728-8780
city ortown  Pawtucket state RI zip code 02860

Additional Documentation
Submit the foliowing items with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets

Maps

A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.

A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.
Photographs

Representative black and white photographs of the property.

Additional items
(check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Property Owner
(Complete this item at the request of SHPO or FPO.)

name Naiond Pak Savice Cgoe Cod Naiond Seedare

Street & number 99 Marconi Site Road telephone (508) 349-3785

city ortown  Wellfleet state MA zip code 02667

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to
list properties, and amend listings Response to ttils request is required to obtain a benefit th accordance with the National Histonc Preservation Act, as amended (16 U S C. 470 ef seq.)

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18 1 hours per response including time for reviewing instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and
completing and reviewing the form Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, PO Box 37127.
Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of tilanagement and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Projects (1024.0018), Washington, DC 2050
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GEOGRAPHIC INFORMATION
Continuation of UTM References

19.0412248.4644844

19.0412144.4644901
19.0412111.4645015
19.0412099.4645117

Temm

Boundary Description

The boundary” of the Atwood-Higgins Historic District, begins & apoint a the eest comer of the driveway and
Bound Brook Idand Road; continues eest gpproximately 275 feet dong the south sde of the road to apoint
representing the historic lega property boundary; then continues approximately 695 feet southeest dong the
historic lega property boundary to a point a the southeest comer of the district; then procesds gpproximetey
115 feet west, 175 feet north, and 280 feet south dong the current path of the Herring River to a point & the
south end of the district; then continues gpproximatdy 410 feet northwest dong the historic lega property
boundary to the first fence post; then continues 135 feet north along the fence to a point where the fence turns
weg; then continues 36 feet west to the terminus of the fence; then continues 240 feet north to a point on the
north 9de of a path extant from a former road; then continues west for gpproximately 50 feet to a point
representing a historic fence line; then continues north for 340 feet to the south Sde of Bound Brook Idand
Road; then continues 160 feet eadt to the point of origin. The boundary of the Atwood-Higgins Historic District
is shown on the accompanying map entitled "Atwood-Higgins Historic District Boundary depicted on a 1950
mep of the property.” The property boundary is dso depicted on the attached Wellfleet Tax Assessor's Atlas.

Boundary Jugtiflcation

The bounderies include the historic resources and assodated landscape feetures that contribute to the setting,
and the architecturd and asociative significance of the Atwood-Higgins Historic District. The eest and south
district boundaries follow historic legd property lines, and the west and north boundaries follow historic fence
lines, as depicted on a 1950 mgp of the George K. Higginss edate included inhis joumal. The district primarily
contains the actively used, developed portion of Higgins's former property. The boundaries exdude additiona
forested land to the north and west that Higgins amaessad during the mid-twentieth century and all other land
within the CgpeCod National Seeshore

" Note All mesaramants weare goproximated using TopoSoout software.
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Atwood-Higgins Higtoric District Boundary depicted on a 1950 map of the property
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Town of Wdlfleet Assessor's Atlas, Sheat 7, showing Atwood-Higgins Property.
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Atwood-Higgins House First Floor Plan

51  s.i'v \or.i-ii' i-eV _z-e i-i0j.9t i-io"

Illustration 22. Atwood-Higgins House: Plan of First Floor
5C *UC I'N FEET

Image Source Marsha L. Fader, Historic Structure Report, Architectural Data Section, The Atwood-Higgins
House, Cgpe Cod National Seeshore, Wdlflegt, MA, 1980.
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Information

Atwood-Higgins House Second Floor Plan

RANDOM WtOTM PIKI*
PLANK FLOOR. UA~tD
CAS-r AMD WtST.

BED  nvot®

PL ASre «. W ALLS
AM D CtILI NG =«

StMIUAR FLoor:"

Illustration 74. Atwood-Higgins House: Plan of Attic Floor.
*SCA,LE ™M ftfT

Image Source Marsha L. Fader, Historic Structure Report, Architectural Data Section, The Atwood-Higgins
House, Cgpe Cod National Seeshore, Welflegt, MA, 1980.
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1920 Photogrgph of Atwood-Higgins House, looking north from lawn. Source: George K. Higginssjoumal, on
file, NPS Sdlt Pond Visitor Center, Eagtham, MA.

1942 Photogrgph of Atwood-Higgins landscape, looking northeest toward Barn and Guest House. Sources
George K. Higginssjournal, on file, NPS Sdt Pond Visitor Center, Eastham, MA.
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1924 Photogrgph of Atwood-Higgins landscgpe, [ooking southeast showing original route of road. Source:
George K. Higginssjournal, on file, NPS St Pond Visitor Center, Eagham, MA.
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PHOTOGRAPH INFORMATION

Atwood-Higgins Historic District

Barngtable County, Massachusetts

Sephen Olausen

November 8, 2007

National Park Service, Northeast Region, 15 State Street, Boston, MA 02109

Context view from Bound Brook Idand Road a entrance to Atwood-Higgins property, facing south.
lofl9

NoOg,rwNpE

Iltems 25 are the samefor the remaining photographs

Gueshouse (left). Barn (center). Country Store (right), Atwood-Higgins Historic District
Context view, facing southeest from driveway.
20f 19

Woodshed (left), Atwood-Higgins House (center), and whae bone fence post (foreground) Atwood-
Higgins Historic District

Context view, facing south from driveway.

3of 19

Atwood-Higgins House, Atwood-Higgins Historic District
Fecade (south elevation) and west Sde, facing northeedt.
40f 19

Atwood-Higgins House front lawn, Atwood-Higgins Historic District
Context view facing south from house, showing lawn and arched arbor.
50f 19

Woodshed, Atwood-Higgins Historic District
Wed devation and north Sde, facing southeedt.
6 of 19

Garage, Atwood-Higgins Historic District
Ead devation and south sde, facing northwest
70f 19
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Wdlhouse, Atwood-Higgins Historic District
Eagt and north devations, facing southwest.
8of 19

Bam, Atwood-Higgins Historic District
South eevation, facing northwest.
9of 19

Guest House, Atwood-Higgins Historic District

Fecade (west devation) and north sde, facing southeedt.

|Oof 19

Guest House Privy, Atwood-Higgins Historic District
Fecade (south eevation), facing north.
11 of 19

Summea House, Atwood-Higgins Historic District
North and esst devations, facing north.
120f 19

Country Story, Atwood-Higgins Historic District
Fecade (et devation), facing west.
130f 19

Wellfleet
City/Town

OMB Approval No 1024-0018

Bamstable, MA
County and State

Atwood-Higgins House Privy (non-contributing), Atwood-Higgins Historic District

Fecade (south elevation) and east Sde, facing northwest.
140f 19

Northwest Privy (non-contributing), Atwood-Higgins Historic District

Fecade (south elevation) and et Sde, facing northwest.
150f 19

Atwood-Higgins House, Atwood-Higgins Historic District
Interior view of Eadt Front Room, view looking northwest.

160f 19
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1 Atwood-Higgins House Atwood-Higgins Historic District
6. Interior view of nineteenth century kitchen (west rear room), view looking southeed.
7. 180f19

Atwood-Higgins House, Atwood-Higgins Historic District
Interior view of West Front Room, view looking southeed.
170f19

NO

Country Store, Atwood-Higgins Historic District
Interior view of main storeroom, view looking south.
19 of 19

NO P
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Wellfleet, Atwood Higgins House Historic Digtrict
MHC NR staff comments

Photos: 1t would be helpful to key them to the text by putting the photo number in
parenthesswhen aresource is described. Also, the three-tiered numbering sysem onthe
photo list isconfusing. In photo 5, what isthe arched dement inthe landscgpe? A few
additiona photos of the interior would be helpful, especidly some showing features
mentioned in the text. MHC's prectice isto labe photos more specifically.

The resource count does not ssam to follow dandard NR documentation practices. (See
specific commentsbelow.)

Cover Sheets

Section 5:Thirteen contributing and no noncontributing resources are listed on the cover
sheets Also noted is 1 previoudy listed resource, which would be the Atwood Higgins
House. Given the narrative on page 7/2, the house dso gopears to be included in the new
count of 13, but it should not be.

Section 7: "Vernacular" is not achoice given for architectura stylein the NR bulletin.
How about COLONIAL: Georgian or just COLONIAL with no subcategory? And
Colonial Revival for the 20" century revival subcategory.

Section 7

Pager/1, first paragrgph: "district includes two contributing Stes and even contributing
buildings, as well as saverd man-made features.... There are no non-contributing
properties...." Thisisconfusng axd may beincorrect. The data sheet on page 7/15 listsa
number of contributing buildings, 2 dtes, and 10 features. For NR purposes, eech
resource neads to be categorized as abuilding, Ste, Sructure or object, and then
depending on the date of the resource, either as contributing or noncontributing. If it is
outside the period of significance, it's noncontributing. Also, why list two dtes—the
house ste and the A-H property—ingtead of making the entire property one Ste?

7/2, first paragraph: Resources—same issue asabove. Why wouldn't theentire property
be a site? On the site plan the archaeological site excludes the house privy. Same issue
againon page 7/7. Why isthat?

[1A, first paragraph, line 8: " A dde-gable roof comprises more than half of the house
faBade." Neadsto be rephrased for clarity. Sounds like theroof isonly on half of the
house....

7/12, regarding the house privy: If it was recondructed in 2007, it might be
noncontributing. More discusson of what was done is nesded to determine if it now
qualifiesas are-creation. Aswritten, it gopears to be new. Also clarify that it isonits
historic Ste. Wasthe ste disturbed? This comes up again on pages 8/16-17.



(Wellfleet, Atwood-Higgins comments, pege 2)

7/12-13, collections. These are not usudly described in section 7 of an NR nomination,
and in this case mod of the callections are off Ste. They are discussed again on pege
8/21, which is gopropriate given that they are part of the history of the property, but they
aren't contributing resources. Perhgps they could be ddeted here.

7/14, lagt paragrgph: Should be incorporated into the summary satement of significance
a the beginning of section 8.

Section 8

8/6, paragraph 2: The number of properties listed through the First Period Thematic is
coser to 120, not 200.

8/10-11—text skips over the Railroad era. Y ou might want to consder adding a sentence
or two on when the Wellfleet depot was built and if ssasond activity began then or not.

8/14, 3* paragraph: mention that SPNEA isnow Historic New England.

8/184"'" paragraph: Soundslike the summea house was completdy reconstructed in 1960.
It still fallsinto the period of significance as contributing.

8/31, criteriajustification: This ssams to be the same as a ummary satement of
significance. The points are usualy meadeinthe opening paragraphsof section 8 and then
developed in the subssquent narrative.

Section 10

Need to includethe current Wellfleet assessors mgp with the boundaries marked in pencil
and reference the assessor'smep in the boundary description.



Atwood Higgins Higtoric District National Register Nomination Revisons- Response to Comments

Section

Photos

Cover Shedts

Section 7

Section 8

Comment

Key text to photographs by providing view numbersin
parentheses

Three-tiered numbering sysem in photo list is confusing
"in photo 5, what isthe arched dement in the landscape?”
"A few additiona photos of the interior would be hel pful”

Section 5, counting discrepancy

Section 7, vernecular not agtyle

Two rdated comments regarding counting and the use of

assndaed features that are not included in the counting and ste

names

7/4, line 8"dde gable roof

7112 Privy

7/12-7/13 Collections

7/14 Integrity paragrgph
86 Firg Period Thematic number discrepancy

Response

Section 7 hes been revised to include photo references

No change, list format is consgent with the NR photograph
labeling guidance.

Clarified in photograph caption that the arched dement isan
arbor

Three photos added, two for Atwood Higgins House interior
and one for Country Storeinterior.

Eliminated double counting of house. Count is now 10
buildings, 2 stes, and one previoudy listed resource.

Styles changed to "COLONIAL :Georgian” for Higgins
House and LATE AND EARLY ZO" CENTURY
REVIVALS:Colonia Revival for outbuildings

Renamed the landscape, " Atwood-Higgins Grounds' and
the archaeologica dte "Atwood-Higgins Archaeol ogica
Site"". Clarified in the text that the associated festures are
dements of the landscgpe that are not included in the count.
Added the gandard convention of identifying the associated
featuresby adding those words in parentheses and
formatting the text to bold, underlined type face a first
mention of featurein Section 7.

Correction made

Reinforced that the privy was a careful recongtruction thet is
true to itsoriginal desgn and materids. The question of
whether the district nesds to meat Criterion Condderation E
for recondructed properties is addressed in Footnote 7 in
Section 8.

L eft as isin agreament with NPS staff.
Moved to Section 8 summary of significance.
Number changed from 200 to about 120



Section 10

Additional
Note

8/10-8/11 -Ommission of Railroad Era

814 SPNEA isnow Historic New England
818 Summer hose completdly recongtructed in 1960

8/31 Criteria Justification

ASSESOr mep

RR era mentioned more prominently and the context
contained on peges 8/12-8/14 rearranged and revised for
congstency and readability purposes

Change made

No change, information is correct esis

Information was moved to the summary a the beginning of
Section 8 with someediting to avoid duplication.

Ass=sor Map included and referenced in Section 10. The
information is of margina vaue, snce the property is
publicly owned and doesnot carry legd lot lines or parcd
identification.

The district mgp was enlarged from an 8.5x11 continuation
sheat to a ganddone 11x17 mep a the end of the document.
Some minor changes to the key and resource labeling was
done
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The Commonwealth of M assachusetts
William Francis Galvin, Secrdary of the Commonwesalth
Massachusetts Historical Commission

December 2, 2009

Dennis R. Reidenbach
Regiond Director

Nationa Pak Service
Northeast Region

United States Cusom House
200 Chestnut Street
Philadelphia, PA 19106

RE: Highlands Light Station, Truro
Truro Highlands Historic District. Truro
Atwood Higgins Historic District, Wellfleet

Dear Mr. Reidenbach:

Thank you for providing us with the opportunity to comment on the National Pak Service
nominations for the above three properties, which are ail within the Cgpe Cod National Seeshore
These comments are provided in accordance with 36 CFR 60.9(c).

MHC staff have reviewed al three nominations. In generd, we found them to be quite thorough
in documenting the significance and integrity of the properties in question. Wedid have saverd
comments and concerns, however, which we have enumerated on the endosad memorandum.
Feese note that severd comments arise from the Massachusatts SHPO convention for Nationa
Regiger nominations, and may not be your preferred method of organizing and presenting the
nomination. Other questions reate to issuesof clarity. If you have any questions regarding any
staff concerns, please contact Betsy Friedberg, National Regigter Director, herea the MHC.

Sincerely,

Brona Smon

Sate Higtoric Preservation Officer

Executive Director

Massachusetts Historicd Commission

Cc: George E. Price, J., Superintendent, Cape Cod Nationad Seeshore
Elizabeth Igleheart, National Pak Service History Program, Bogton
Dr. Janet Matthews, Kegper, Nationa Regiger of Higtoric Haces
Seven Olausen, PAL

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125
(617) 727-8470. Fax: (617) 727-5128
www. sec.gate ma us'mhc



United Sates Department of theInterior

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
Northeest Region
United States Cusom House
200 Chestnut Srest
Philadd phia, PA 19106

IN REFLY REFER TO

H32(NER.HPPC) 28 A0

Memorandum

To: Federd Presarvation Officer, WASO

From: Regiond Director, Northeest RgotH\LA~—~— n-."'~\"J—"' A
Subject: National Register Documentation for the Atwood-Higgins Historic District

We are forwarding, for your agpproval, the National Register of Historic Flaces documentation
form for Atwood-Higgins Historic District. The proposed listing islocated a Cgpe Cod Nationa
Seechore in Bamdable County, Massachusetts This document was reviewed by the Northesst
Region's cultura resource specididts in the redevant disciplines.

The documentation was submitted to the Massachusatts Historical Commission for review and
comment. A copy of their letter with comments, and a chart indicating how the comments were
addressed by the Nationa Park Service inthe documentation is included with this submittal .

The chief dected officials in Wellfleet were d<=0 notified and invited to comment. No
comments were received.

If you have any questions plesse contact Elizabeth Igleheart, National Register Coordinator,
Northeast Region, Nationa Park Service, 15 State Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02109.
Elizabeth Igleneart@psgov, 617-223-5018.

Attachments



May 7, 2010
Bob,

Pe ingructions from Alexis Abemathy, please pass the Nationa Regiser Atwood-Higgins
Higtoric District package on to her and do not date samp.

On anather subject, | ook forward to hearing more about the National Regiger Initiative
Project.

Thanks,

Elizabeth Igleheart
National Regiger Coordinator Northeast Region



IN RERLY RETER TO:

Memorandum
To:

From:

Subject:

United States Department of thelnterior

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
1849 C Street, N W.
Waghington, D.C. 20240

RECEIVED 2280

JuL A0

BN
NMIONALPAHKSBMCL,,J
Interim Keeper of the Nationa Register of Historic Flaces

Chief Historian, Nationa Park Service, Desgnated to act for the Federd
Preservation Officer

Nomination to the Nationa Regider of Historic Haces

Endosad isthe nomination of the Atwood-Higgins Historic District, Bamstable County,
Massachuseits, submitted for listing in the National Regiger of Historic Flaces The Northeest
Region of the National Park Service prepared the National Regider registration form.



