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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

/The three-story wooden federal period house formally 8//’
situated gn Deer Streetf(U.R. LOT 8-4) was built between 181

and 1815/for Daniel and Isaag¢”Pinkham who both paid city build-
ing taxes on the property b€tween 1815 and 1820, As Isaac
Pinkham was a cabinetmaker in Portsmouth during this period, it
is possible that the imrterior decorative finish found on the
interior may be attributed to his hand. The house was built

on a long, narrow urban lot with its end to the street and
consisted originally‘yf a two room.plan with central circular
staircase and entry. YLate 19th giterations to the front facade,
a two story bay window, Victorian porch hood and, rear additions
have been removed by the present owners. The roof is a low
pitched hip, common to most post-1813 building in Portsmouth,
and two rear chimneys in the center of the back walls of each
main room heated the structure.#

A half-globe fanlight over the,original front door lights
the three story circular stairway.//The front door is flanked
by attenuated vernacular Adamesque pilasters/with a finish of.
rope molding around the protruding capitals.” HFederal room
cornices survive throughout the building, as do most of the
original doors, fireplace surrounds and mantlds.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

One of a handful of wooden Feddral houses of the period
for which a tentative attribution for internal sarpentry is
possible, the Pinkham House is related to the more substantial
brick dwellings erected after the 1813 fire in Portsmouth.

Only one of the Deer Street residences which linked the earlier
18th century building boom with the second early 19th century
boom, the Pirtham house is perhaps the best example of its
building form" and period in the northern part of the city.

As an urban vernacular structure with which some documen-
tary evidence can be linked to a specific local craftsman, the

house is lifted in 1local significance above similar anonymous
buildings of the streetscape.
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law I hereby certify that this property is included in the

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion National Register.

in the National Register and certify that it has been

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service.
fevel of significance of this nomination is:
State []
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Chief, Office of Archeology and Hiftoric Preservation
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