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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Humboldt County Courthouse, located in the city of Winnemucca, was erected between
1920 and 1921. It was designed by noted Nevada architect Frederick J. DeLongchamps

to replace the original county courthouse (1874), which had burned. It occupies the
same site as its predecessor and faces Bridge Street, one of the city's first arterials.
The courthouse retains a high degree of integrity although parts of it are in need of
maintenance and repair.

The courthouse faces east and occupies a prominent site. Sandwiched between Winnemucca's
two historic commercial areas, the building faces a significant Art Deco-era fire station
and is bordered on the north and south by late 19th Century domestic structures.

Designed in 1919, the building was constructed for $150,000. The two-storey structure
with full basement is square, with centrally-located pavilions on each elevation.
Exterior materials are buff-colored brick and cream-colored terra cotta. After the com-
pletion of the Washoe County Courthouse (1910), DeLongchamps rarely used stone again

in courthouse architecture, as brick was plentiful and relatively inexpensive. DeLongchamps
also used architectural terra cotta extensively, both as detailing and as a building
material in his major architectural designs. Window treatments at the Humboldt courthouse
are not original. Upper floor windows are composed of nine lights, three of which are
fixed and larger scaled. Lower floor windows consist of nine lights separated by a
transom-like fixed pane. Many of the lower casemented panes on both floors have been
replaced by solid panels with air conditioners. Metal and glass doors have replaced

the originals on the east and south elevations.

DeLongchamps courthouse elevations around the state echo prevalent Beaux-Arts organi-
zational schemes, although he usually emphasized massing manipulation over decorative
embellishment to provide texture. Thus, simple unadorned wall surfaces characterize
his general approach to this and other forms of public architecture, and is consistent
with a philosophy of fiscal conservatism that permeated the state's boom—~and-bust
economic climate. In Winnemucca, however, the generous budget allowed Delongchamps to
selectively embellish the exterior elevations, and to create what is arguably his most
elegant and finished interiors.

The monumental pedimented portico is composed of terra cotta Corinthian columns which
support an extensive entablature which circumvents the building. The frieze is plain

with the exception of medallions which appear above most of the capitals. Terra cotta
capped Corinthian brick pilasters divide the entrance wall into five bays. The entrance
itself is narrow and not particularly distinctive. It is identical to the south elevation
entrance. Corner windows on the first floor have pedimented surrounds in terra cotta and
are the only windows on the entire building so ornamented. Arrangements of brick pilasters
identical to those in the main entrance appear on the pavilions of the other elevations.

The interior of the Humboldt County Courthouse is perhaps his finest Classically-inspired
interior. Given the availability of square footage, he assembled a finely proportioned

and detailed public space extending through two stories. The narrow building entrance
leads through an equally narrow hallway to the columned interior hall. A centrally-
positioned double staircase in marble divides at the landing and extends to either side of
the U-shaped gallery. The gallery is supported by square, Classically-decorated structural
columns which also appear at the northeast and southeast corners of the gallery.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Humboldt County Courthouse is significant to the city of Winnemucca and Humboldt
County as an outstanding example among the numerous public buildings designed by
Frederick J. DeLongchamps, Nevada's most notable historical architect. The significance
of his contributions to the historic built environment in Nevada has been assessed and
acknowledged by numerous individuals and groups, including the Nevad SHPO, Nevada
Historical Society, and American Institute of Architects. Contexts used in the evaluation
of this resource include: historical development of Winnemucca and Humboldt County;and
public architecture designed by DeLongchamps, specifically the nine county courthouses

in Nevada and California, of which the subject property is (one of the most significant.

Frederick J. DeLongchamps

Winnemucca, named after the famous Northern Paiute chief, is the largest community in
Humboldt Valley: the only mountain-free passage between the Watsach Range (Utah) and the
Sierra Nevada. Situated at a mid-point between Salt Lake City and San Francisco, Winnemuc-—
ca's fortunes were not tied historically to the boom-and-bust mining cycles. As both a
destination and departure point, the community established a stable economic base as a
regional supply and shopping center. By 1872, Winnemucca was the county seat. The original
county courthouse was built on the site of the nominated property. The rectangular brick
structure had a pedimented gable and modest Italiante detailing. It served the county until
1918, when it was partially destroyed by fire.

The request by the county commissioners for $150,000 in bonds for a new courthouse was loud
ly protested by the citizens of Lovelock in western Humboldt County, who had already reques
ted county division. They wanted $75,000 of the proposed amount to build another courthouse
for the soon-to-be-designated Pershing County. Enventually, the full amount was appropria-
ted to Humboldt County. Lovelock became the county seat of Pershing County and DeLongchamps
designed their building as well.

The cormerstone for the Humboldt County Courthouse was laid on February 21, 1920 and the
building opened on January 1, 1921. It was described by the Reno Evening Gazette at the
cornerstone ceremony as ''the finest architectural work ever attempted in Humboldt County."

Frederick J. DeLongchamps is considered to be the state's finest historical architect.
Educated locally, his first interest lay in mining engineering. But for reasons of health,
he took up drafting and eventually apprenticed to California architectural firms. Returning
to Reno in 1907, he began one of the most prolific architectural practices in Nevada. It
can be said that he more than any other architect shaped the image of the state's early
20th Century public architecture. It was in the position of Supervising Architect for the
State of Nevada that DeLongchamps designed the nominated property.

Stylistically, he owed much to the Beaux-Arts inspired Classical training he received as an
apprentice. He was particularly interested in massing over detail, although he could easily
produce highly-textured works such as the Winnemucca courthouse. He adapted readily to
changing tastes and later produced fine Art Deco-ers buildings such as the U.S. Post Office
in Reno. He died in 1969 in his eighties.
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".The remainder of the columns are of the Ionic order. All of the columns are
mounted on impost blocks and are connected by a balustrade which started at the
bottom of the staircase. The walls of the gallery consist of pilasters on dados,
blind arcliades, plaster wall panels, and a thick picture molding. The courtroom,
located to the west of the gallery, is elaborately ornamented with paired Corinthian
pilasters supporting a delicate plaster entablature.

With one exception, there have been no major exterior or interior alterations to the
courthouse. In 1976, the southwest corner of the building was altered to provide

for a connecting passageway between the old courthouse and the new county office
facility. We feel that the alterations are reversible.
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