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Washington, D.C. 20240

The attached property, Harmony Church, as part of the
Nanticoke Indian Community, in Sussex County, Delaware,
reference number 79003308, was listed in the National Register
of Historic Places by the Keeper of the National Register on
4/26/1979, as evidenced by the FEDERAL REGISTER/WEEKLY
LIST notice of Tuesday, March 18, 1980, Part ll, Vol.45, No. 54,
page 17451. The attached nomination form is a copy of the
original documentation provided to the Keeper at the time of
listing.

% Keeper Wﬁonal Register of Historic Places at

S:/nr_nhifjjoecke/archives/inventoriesandfrc/certificanletter/certifyletter
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PROPERTY INVENTORY

NANTICORE INDIAN COMMUNITY

1. Indian Mission Church (5-759)

Location: Intersecticn of Route 5 and County Road 48,

Description: Indian Mission Church is an early-twentieth century xeligious
structure that retains its original use. It is a wood frame, claphosrd-covered,
gothic style, building typical of rural churchas in southern Delaware. The gable
front has a large lancet window with interseccing tracery. The main entrance is
through the base of a two-story, hipped-roof tower with & bracket cornice. '
The double door and window above from a lancat opening with y-tracory. S5ide
windows are simple lancets. All windows have stained glass borders with textured

glass center panes.

Significance: The present Indian Mission Church replaced the simple chapel
constructed after the strongly Indian families of the Nanticoke community
separated from Harmony church over the hiring of a black minister. It continues
to serve the separatist faction of the community, and illustrates the effort to
raintain ethnic identity through institutional separation.

}\creage : One acre.

Verbal Boundary Description: The nominated property is all that land owned
by the United tethodist Church, Peninsula Conference, and includes the church

grounds and neighboring graveyazd.

Longitude: 75 14' 05" W
Latitude: 38 40° 25" N

2. HRarmoay Church {S-753)

Locztion: Harmony Church is located on the north side of Poute 24 about a
quarter mile east of Ciunty FRoad 313,
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Description: Harmony Church is a late-nineteenth century gqothic style religious
structuxe that zetains its original use. The wood frame building is covered with
asbestos siding and rests on a rock-faced concrete block foundation. The gable

front has a lancet window with Y-tracery. Entrance is through & two-story crenalated
tower at the junction of the main block and a lower two-bay wing. The door and
window akove form a wide lancet opening. The windows along tha east side are lanceats,
All windows have stained glass borders with textured glasu center panes. On the

west side is what appears to be a more modern wing.

Significance: Prior to 1888, Harmony Church served all the remnant Indian families
of the Ranticoke community. After a bitter controversy over the hiring of a

black minister, many of the separatist families withdrew, fThis property illustrates
the institutional assimilation of some remnant Indian families into black society.

Acreage: One acre

Verbal Boundary Description: This property consists of a 208' by 208' piece of
land fronting on Poute 24, and bounded on the east by a cultivated field, and on
the north and west by woods,.

UTM: 18/480930/4272860

3. Robert Bavis Fammhouse and Environs (S~754)

Location: South of Route 24 about a quarter mile south of the intersection of
Route 24 and County Road 297,

Description: The Robert Davis Farmhouse iz a five-bay, two-story, single piile,
wood frame building with asbestos siding, built about 1900. There are 2/2, double
hung windews, with a lancet window in the corss-gable. The original threa-bay,
shed-roofed porch with c¢ross-gable has been enclosed in recent years. The roof

is covered with corposition shingles, and the interior end-chimneys aze corbelled.
Several additions, including a side porch, have been made to the building since
its construction. Of the outbuildings on the property, the log corn cribs deserve
special attontien. The splayed log walls feature saddle-notched corners and the
structures rest on brick piers. There are openings in both the gable and the end
wall with hinged doors. The gables have vertical sheathing, and@ the roofs are
¢overed with wood shingles. Wond floers rest on top of cquare hewn eills.

Significance: This property exemplifies the material and economic assimilation

of the Nanticoke Cemmunity into the culture of rural Sussex County. The distribution
of features and artifact categories schould provide data regarding the degree of
difference of similarity between separatist Indian and other farmers in the area,
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