
FORM B - BUILDING 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
294 Washington Street, Boston, MA 02108 

Area Form no. 

A 

Peadlng 

579 H a v e r h i l l S t y e ^ 

r i c Nam^^imothy^; H a j t s h o i ^ House 

Original dwe l l i ng 

Pres ent dwe l l i ng 

ship:C3 Private individiaal 
Private organization 

Public 

Original owner Timnthy Hart.RVinrn 

IPTION: 

Date c, 1787 

Rooftrees 

Vernacular Federal 

Exterior wall fabric r.i aphnarri.c! 

Outbui 1 dings garage 

Major alterations (with dates) Front oorch: 

one-story extension, east; side en t ry ; 

two-s tory e l l , nor th 

Moved no Date 

Approx. acreage g.1 acres 

Recorded by A r c h i t e c t u r a l Preservat ion Setting Faces south, perpendicular to 

Associates 

Organization Reading H i s t o r i c a l Corn-

Date N o v ^ p / j § 5 D ^ 3 0 

17th-century road 

UTU: i^/iz'^^zc/Ltnimo 
(Staple additional sheets here) 



ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE (describe inq>ortant architectural features and 
evaluate in terms of other buildings within community) 

This house i s a good example of Reading's vernacular vers ion o f the 
Georgian-Federal s t y l e . I t i s f i v e bays long and two and one-hal f stores 
h i g h , w i t h a c e n t r a l chimney. Small , narrow windows reach almost to the 
p l a t e . The narrov;, c e n t r a l doorvifay surround i s framed by f l u t e d p i l a s t e r s 
w i t h high c a p i t a l s . The entabla ture i s now obscured by a l a t e 19th-
century porch, but the s ix -pane l door remains. 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (explain the role owners played in local or state history 
and how the building relates to the development of the community) 

The farm o r i g i n a l l y was es tabl i shed here i n the ea r ly 18th century by 
Abraham Roberts, I t i s thought tha t t h i s house was b u i l t i n 1787 by 
Timothy Hartshorn, whose f a m i l y had been among the f i r s t s e t t l e r s o f 
Reading, Hartshorn was a farmer and a shoemaker, as v̂ rere so many of h i s 
tov/nsmen f o r the next hundred years, A prosperous man, he bought the farm, 
b u i l t t h i s house, and ovmed a share i n the Lobs Pound sawmil l on the 
Ipsv/ich River , 

Timothy Vi/, Hartshorn, v;ho l i v e d here u n t i l he died i n 1870, v;as a 
photographer; he owned a "daguerreotype saloon" located on the Common, 

This property v/as i n Hartshorn f a m i l y ownership f o r almost 100 yeras. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES 

1765 map e a r l i e r house 
1795 map T, Hartshorn (Timothy) 
1830 map yes 
1854 map S. Hartshorn (Sally) 
1875 map Miss Mary Hartshorn 
1839 map Clarence Frost 
Bishop, RnnftreRRj Chapter 16 

20M-2/80 

J 



INVENTORY FORM CONTIiNUATION SHEET 

MASSAQiUSETTS HISTORICAL CCIWISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 

Ccnnunity: Form No: 

Property Name: 370 i-Taver ' P . i l l S t . 

Indicate each item on inventory fom which is being continued below. 

r " T I •'i " nP FY-^'LT^*'^lOT' 

The Tir.othy Mr.rtshorn house i s s i q n i f i o n r i t ( l ) f o r i t s ro l e -.s an earl3/ 
farn/shoenal:in;.: homestead; (2) f o r i t s connection v:i th the l o c a l l y i n -
•.:ort-nt :ia.rtshorn f a n i l 3 / ; snd (3) as a lar^-ely unal tered e."ample o f 
vernacular GeorffiP-n-Federal a r c h i t e c t u r e . I t r e t a in s inte^ '^ri ty o f 
l o c a t i o n , des i -n , set t in-; ' , na te r ia l s , v/orkiTianship, and f e e l i n : ^ , snd 
neets C r i t e r i a A, ~ and C of the n a t i o n a l ne,';^ister. 

Staple to Inventory form at bottoa 



NPS Fonn 10-900-( OMB No. 1024-0018 
0 « > Exp. 10-31-84 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic P laces 
Inventory—Nomination Form 

Continuation sheet Item number Page 9'7-/ 

Multiple Resource Area 
Thematic Group 

Narne Reading Mult iplp. RpRnnrrp Arpa _ 
State Middlesex County, MASSACHTTSF.TTS 

Nomination/Type of Review , Date/Signature 

31. D a - , „ , Joseph. House S u ^ ^ ^ i ' ^ ^ a t e r A A < ^ — ^ ^ ^ / / ^ ^ / ^ ^ 

Attest 

^^eper ^^•(^ZcZ-t.-^V'^*^^.^^ 7A?A'^ 
Kational Begister 

Attest 

33. Dewey Place Enccr=a i.. i.;.a ^Tfeeper /:A-Z--t<.^,yt^^.T^ 

34. Durgin House 

Katloxml Begister 

Entered i n tha 

Attest 

[iteeper /Ad^^^-^f'*-^''^^j^'i^ 

Attest 

35. Eaton-Prescott House ^flegistar {^^P^^ AAA^^-U.-^A^^'^'C^^'^ 

Attest 
iinteied in the 

36. Elliott, Luther, House i^ational fieglster deeper ^^X7^^-'^*-•*•A^yyc.^-^ 

Attest 
u-j i n the 

37. Hall, Stephen, House ^^^^^^ Eeglster f^^^^, A9<A^A-^^,.^y^<^ 

Attest 

38. Hartshorn, Timothy, House Entered in th3 'fl^epev A^^^'^'-^-^A^^jCt,,^ 

39. Hartwell House t-iUcieu in the 
Ifatlonal Begister 

Attest 

Attest 

40. Highland School Entered In the /deeper ^p{jLA><^^d<-^.<^^.^//\ 
i^atloflal fiegistar 

Attest 



WASO Form -177 
("R" June 1984) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR fZjJt ^ AHOO^CrS'^ 
M A T i n N A I P A R K S F R \ / i r F ' ^ ^ NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET 

Hartshorn, Timothy, House (Reading MRA)  
Middlesex County 
MASSACHUSETTS . ' 

CH resubmission 
• nomination by person or local government 
CD owner objection 
CH appeal 

Substantive Reviews: CH sample • request 

Working No. JUN • 4- 

Fed. Reg. Date: n 2 J X ^ ^  

Date Due: 7 -<f/ A7 -^f - ^'. 

Action: t^CCEPT 7~y'9-f< 
Entered In tha RETURN. 
Katlonal He^tejc REJECT. 

Federal Agency: 

CH appeal CH NR decision 

Reviewer's comments: 

Recom./Criteria. 
Reviewer 
Discipline 
Date 

. see continuation sheet 

Nomination returned for: technical corrections cited below 
substantive reasons discussed below 

1. Name 

2. Location 

3. Classification 

Category Ownership 
Public Acquisition 

Status 
Accessible 

Present Use 

4. Owner of Property 

5. Location of Legal Description 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

Has this property been determined eligible? • yes • no 

7. Description 

Condition 

excellent 

CH good 

• fair 

I I deteriorated 

CH ruins 

CH unexposed 

Check one 

unaltered 

altered 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

• summary paragraph 
CH completeness 
CH clarity 
CH alterations/integrity 
• dates 
CH boundary selection 

Check one 

• original site 

moved date. 



8. Significance 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

• summary paragraph 
CH completeness 
CH clarity 
CH applicable criteria 
CH justification of areas checked 
CH relating significance to the resource 
CH context • p 
CH relationship of integrity to significance 
CH justification of exception 
CH other 

9. Major Bibliographical References 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of nominated property 
Quadrangle name 
UTM References 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

11. Form Prepared By 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state local 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title date 

13. Other 

CH Maps 
CH Photographs 
• other 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to. 

Signed Date Phone: 

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet 
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Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000290 


