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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The brick plantation house consists of a main block with an 
attached kitchen wing on the south end. The foundation, 
visible on the exterior only from the west, is of local pink 
sandstone. The roofing is slate shingle.

The five-bay main facade faces east. It is laid up in Flemish 
bond with a water table of quartern-round profile about two 
feet above ground level. The central doorway is topped by a 
five light transom; two large twelve over twelve double hung 
sash windows are on each side of the doorway. The second story 
has five nine over six double hung sash windows. The walls are 
carried over the openings by jack arches.

The north end, laid up in common bond, has a flush gable chim­ 
ney capped with five courses of corbelled bricks. Inlaid in 
glazed brick near the peak of the gable is the inscription 
"C S" with the date "1796" below. There are small four light 
windows opening into the attic on the extreme of the gable. 
Two windows at the east and west extremes of the first floor 
have been bricked in.

The west facade, laid up in common bond, has a central rear 
door with two nine over nine hung sash to the north and two 
six over six double hung sash to the south on the ground floor. 
On the second floor there are three symmetrically spaced, equal- 
sized nine over six windows and an additional small, four over 
four double hung sash with a single shutter.

The south end has an external chimney with a two-story base 
tapering to a stack. Small single light windows pierce the 
gable on either side of the stack with two larger four over 
four double hung sash below. A door opening exists on the 
south as well as on either side of the kitchen wing. The west­ 
ern door opens to a recently added porch. The eastern door 
opens into a walkway to the kitchen wing which was formerly 
exposed, but was enclosed at sometime in the past.

The kitchen wing rests on a stone foundation without a base­ 
ment. It has an external chimney on the south end with a free­ 
standing stack capped by four courses of corbelled brick. The 
chimney base is of two depths, one for the main cooking fire­ 
place, and one for the bake-oven. The one-and-one-half-story 
base has tapered weatherings, the east part of the base pro­ 
jecting outward about one-and-one-half feet less than the rest. 
Dormers on either side of the roof are later additions.

Both the main block and the kitchen wing have boxed cornices 
covering the rafter ends.

(See Continuation Sheet #1)
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Chiswell family is one of the earliest in this part of 
Maryland. Stephen Newton Chiswell emigrated from Leicester­ 
shire, England in 1735 at the age of 20. He originally set­ 
tled in Anne Arundel County. After marrying his first cousin, 
Sarah, he moved to the Poolesville area where he had acquired 
considerable landholdings through patents from the Crown.

Stephen Chiswell is referred to in the land records of the 
time as "planter of Frederick County" and his only son, Joseph 
carried on this family tradition. In 1778, on his twenty- 
first birthday, Joseph Newton Chiswell received from his 
father a gift of some one hundred and forty acres of land. 
Included in this gift was a tract of ninety acres which 
Stephen had named Joseph's Choice when he acquired it by 
patent from George III in the year of Joseph's birth. Most of 
this original tract is included in the present farm.

During the next ten years, Joseph Chiswell acquired several 
contiguous parcels of land and in 1788 he obtained from the 
State of Maryland a patent for his consolidated holdings under 
the name of "Chiswell's Inheritance." He built the existing 
plantation house in 1796. The house has been lived in and the 
land farmed continuously since at least that date.

Chiswell's Inheritance is an elegant compromise of the rugged 
demands of eighteenth century farm life and those of the well- 
to-do gentlemen planter's family. -The house is one of the 
earliest in Western Montgomery County to be built with a 
conscious attention to architectural style. At a time when 
most of the neighboring houses were of log with little atten­ 
tion to symmetry and detail, Joseph Chiswell built a house 
with symmetry on the main facade-and highly stylized interior 
detail. The carved woodwork throughout the house has a 
character that differentiates it from other Montgomery County 
buildings. The origin of the designs is unknown, but of 
particular significance are: a) the intricately decorated 
north wall of the living room, b) the window in a closet on 
the north wall of the living room. (This may be the only ex­ 
ample of this type of window in Maryland.), c) the main

(See Continuation Sheet #5)
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The basement is divided into three rooms by the sandstone founda­ 
tion walls that support the interior brick partition walls above 
The longitudinal wall runs the length of the house and divides 
the basement in half. The east-west wall runs >ronly from the 
eastern foundation to the central wall, dividing the eastern 
portion of the basement into two smaller rooms. (The western 
end of the east-west wall is supported by posts.) The longitu­ 
dinal wall is pierced by two doors and small wooden-grilled win­ 
dow openings into each of the smaller rooms. There is a fire­ 
place on the western side of the north wall and a fireplace 
foundation on the eastern side of that wall. A small segment of 
the arch supporting the southern hearths is also visible in the 
basement.

In the attic, five seven-foot high posts resting on the brick 
north-south partition wall support a longitudinal tie-beam which 
is mortised into the brick end walls. The posts are supported 
by angle braces resting on the interior partition walls. Pegged 
to this beam are lateral tie-beams which are mortised, tenoned, 
and pegged to the rafters near their midpoints. The rafters in 
turn are mortised, tenoned, and pegged at the peak. The floor 
joists rest on and overhang the exterior walls and are in-filled 
between. They support a false plate to which the ends of the 
rafters are mortised, tenoned and pegged.

On the north end of the attic the separate fireplace stacks, two- 
flue on the eastern side of the house and three-flue on the west­ 
ern converge forming a corbelled arch.

The interior of the main block of the house is divided approxi­ 
mately into quarters by the interior partition walls. The 
longitudinal, north-south partition wall is constructed of brick, 
approximately one foot thick, rising the full two stories. The 
east-west partition wall, located slightly to the south of the 
center line of the house, is of brick nogging construction on 
the first story and wood above.

On the ground floor, the main doorway opens directly into the 
northeast (living) room. The north wall of this room has a cen­ 
tral fireplace flanked by cupboards. The fireplace opening is 
enclosed by a dogeared surround of heavy molding. This carries 
consoles which support a carved frieze course, bed molding and 
mantle shelf. The central motif of the fireplace is a block 
decorated with a carved flower design and a cutout ogee arch. 
Above the mantle shelf is a panel with a crossetted surround, 
shield motif carvings in the crossetts, and bellflower motif

_____________________________(See Continuation Sheet #2)
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decorations along the outside of the molded surround. 
ing cornice has a vine motif of high Federal style.

The ceil­

The flanking corner cupboards have double, round arched, three- 
panel doors with a five inch molded surround and molded keystone. 
Inside the left cupboard are three butterfly shelves. The bottom 
two shelves are absent in the right hand cupboard; the now- 
bricked window in the north wall is visible at the back of the 
cupboard.

A door in the south wall of the living room leads to the dining 
room. The south wall of this room has a door on the eastern 
side opening on a walkway to the kitchen wing. Next to this, and 
slightly off-center to the west, is a fireplace with a dogeared 
surround supporting fluted blocks, a dentiled course and a molded 
mantle shelf. The central motif is a block carved with a design 
consisting of three six-pointed flowers separated by groups of 
five flutings. To the right of the fireplace, about four feet 
from floor level, is a one-and-one-half foot by one-and-one-half- 
foot pass-through to the kitchen wing.

A door in the west wall of the dining room leads to the present 
kitchen. The south wall of the kitchen has a door on the west­ 
ern side and a fireplace off-center to the eastern side. The 
fireplace is decorated with a dogeared surround, supporting two 
brackets, a course carved in a triglyph and metope motif and a 
molded mantle shelf. A block in the center of the frieze is 
carved with a motif of three diamonds separated by groups of five 
flutings.

The door in the west facade opens into an entrance hall. To the 
north of the hall is a small library. The small, centered fire­ 
place in the library has a dogeared surround, surmounted by a 
three-panel frieze, bed molding, and mantle shelf. To the west 
of the fireplace is a bricked in window opening. To the east 
is a two-door closet with a molded surround, carved frieze, and 
a pediment.

On the ground floor, the jambs and soffits of all the windows and 
the two doors through the longitudinal partition wall are panel­ 
led. The jambs of the windows in the main facade are splayed. 
The three doors in the exterior walls (other than the door in 
the kitchen) are hung with hand-wrought strap hinges approximate­ 
ly three feet long. The doors in the rear facade and in the soutlr 
wall of the dining room are of diagonal beaded boards on the in­ 
side and panels on the outside. The main door is panelled on

both sides. (See Continuation Sheet #3)
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The chair rail throughout the rooms of both the first and second 
floors is three-inch beaded board with a rail of semicircular 
profile. The exception is the dining room which has an unusual 
chair rail consisting of a beaded board and an applied band 
carved in a triglyph and metope motif similar to the course 
above the kitchen fireplace.

The main staircase, rising along the north wall of the entrance 
hall, is a three-run, half-turn staircase with landings. Two 
turned balusters rest on each tread and support a carved hand­ 
rail. Each tread is supported by a bed molding and the tread 
ends are decorated with a carved motif. There are small newel 
posts at the turns. The balustrade continues along the second 
floor hall and up the stairs to the attic as far as the turn. 
The narrow quarter-turn staircase with winders leading to the 
attic has a patterned, jigsaw-work balustrade on the left-hand 
side. On the right-hand side, from the turn of the stairs to 
the attic is a Chinese Chippendale trellis balustrade.

From the second floor hall, between the attic stairs and the 
west wall is the entrance to the northwest room. The fireplace 
in the north wall of this room is off-center to the west. It 
is identical in decoration to, but smaller than, the fireplace 
in the library below. The fireplace is flanked by closets. The 
room is separated from the hall by a partition wall of beaded 
board.

The master bedroom in the northeast corner of the second floor 
has a fireplace in the north wall slightly off-center to the 
east. The fireplace is enclosed by a dogeared surround with a 
three panel frieze above and a mantle shelf supported by a bed 
molding. It is flanked by closets, around the doors of which 
are dogeared moldings with a plain keystone. Above the fire­ 
place is a recessed panel surrounded by a dogeared molding.

The bedrooms in the southeast and southwest corners of the second 
floor are plain. Each has a fireplace with a molded surround 
and a molded mantle shelf.

On the east side of the kitchen wing is a small room approximate' 
ly six feet by ten feet, presently a laundry room and formerly 
"slave quarters."

The "old kitchen" has two fireplaces in the south wall, a large 
(approximately five feet wide by four feet high) cooking fire­ 
place with a period crane, and a smaller fireplace with a bake

(See Continuation Sheet #4)
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oven. (The bake oven opening is bricked in behind.) There are 
metal support bands under the header arches of the two fireplaces 
All of the exterior openings have wooden lintels, the one over 
the door and a window in the west wall being continuous. A 
wooden ladder fixed to the wall in the northeast corner leads to 
a trapdoor to the loft above (the opening is now covered over).

Alterations;

The following alterations have been significant in giving the 
house its present appearance:

a. Two windows in the north wall on the ground floor have been 
bricked in. They appear to have been closed very early in the 
life of the house, probably because the prevailing winter winds 
make this wall very cold even today.

b. On both the first and second floors, there were originally 
no doors between the halls and the southwest rooms. These are 
later additions. Also, the wall between the southwest bedroom 
on the second floor and the bathroom is not original.

c. The wall between the northeast and southeast bedrooms on 
the second floor originally was identical to the first floor wall 
immediately below though of wood rather than brick construction. 
This wall has been removed and remodeled with closets and a bath­ 
room.

d. A narrow staircase that led from the present kitchen (ris­ 
ing in the northwest corner of that room) to the southwest bed­ 
room and then to the attic has been removed. There is some evi­ 
dence that a similar staircase may have led from the southeast 
bedroom to the attic, though if it did exist, it must have been 
removed a considerable time ago.

e. The door in the south wall of the present kitchen was orig­ 
inally a window.

f. The walkway between the door in the south wall of the din­ 
ing room and the "slave quarters" in the kitchen wing was orig­ 
inally exposed to the east (though covered by the kitchen wing 
roof). It has been enclosed to form a hall and a stairway has 
been added rising from the hall to the loft above the old 
kitchen.

(See Continuation Sheet #5)
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g. No alterations have significantly changed the exterior ap­ 
pearance of the house (with the exception of the enclosed walk­ 
way) . The outlines of large porches, nineteenth century addi­ 
tions now removed, are visible in the brickwork in the front and 
rear of the house. A porch has been added to the west side of 
the kitchen wing. A walled terrace has recently been constructed 
raising the level of the west lawn approximately two feet to the 
level of the rear door.

Also included within the nominated property is an excellent ex­ 
ample of a large bank barn. The frame, mortised, tenoned, and 
pegged, rests on a two foot thick sandstone wall. The posts and 
beams of the frame are hand-hewn oak, six to eight inches square. 
There is some evidence, in the memories of local people, that the 
barn was in existence at least as early as the Civil War. It is 
in good condition and in current use.

Six of the original sandstone boundary markers of Chiswell's 
Inheritance remain on the property, intact, in place and in good 
condition. A typical inscription is quoted below.

No. 22
Chiswell's Inheritance
Joseph's Choice
At This End F'd Line
J N C 1793

#8 Significance (Continued)

staircase with its carved decoration and variety of balustrades, 
including one run of a Chinese Chippendale trellis pattern, 
d) the panelling throughout, e) the carved chair rail of the 
dining room.

The farm as a whole, the house together with the supporting out­ 
buildings, and the land itself preserve a representative example 
of eighteenth and nineteenth century plantation life in Maryland
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