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Bellevue Town Hall, Sarpy County Court House
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OWNERS NAME:

Mrs. Harold D. LeMar
STREET AND NUMBER:

3807 Burt Street
Cl TY OR TOWN:

Omaha ..Nebraska. 26

COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC:

County Clerk, Sarpy County Court House
STREET AND NUMBER:

____1??
CITY OR TOWN:

3rd Street-

Papillion
STATE

Nebraska 26
APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY:

TITLE OF SURVEY:

Historic American Buildings Survey
IffDATE OF SURVEY: Federal State County Local

DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS:

Library of Congress
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Washington 08
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INTEGRITY
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Altered
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Ruins

Moved Q

n Unexposed n
(Check One) 

Original Site Qj

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Few exterior alterations appear to have been made to this 
building since its construction in 1856. It is a modestly 
pretentious, two story brick structure, rectangular in plan 
and crowned by a hipped roof. The placement of four brick 
pilasters across the first floor facade (east elevation) suggests 
Greek Revival influence, while the elaborate window caps and the 
elongation of the wall openings show early Italianate influence. 
Several interior alterations have been made over the years, 
although what is evidently the original bank vault remains intact 
on the first floor.

The Fontanelle Bank was purchased in 1961 by a local 
preservationist, Mrs. Harold D. LeMar, President of the Greater 
Nebraska Historical Foundation. She has made several needed 
repairs. For the past several years, she has rented the building 
for use as an antique shop. The future use of the building, now 
vacant, remains uncertain. An official Nebraska Historical 
Marker has recently been installed on the lawn In front of the 
building.
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TATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (Include Personages, Dates, Events, Etc.)

This structure was built in 1856 as the Fontanelle Bank, a 
"wildcat" bank which failed in the Panic of 1857. The building 
later served as the Sarpy County Court House from 1861 to 1875, 
when the county seat was moved to Papillion. It served thereafter 
as Bellevue's Town Hall until 1959. Few Greek Revival structures 
remain in Nebraska, founded as a territory in 1854, when this 
style was losing its popularity in America. The Fontanelle Bank is 
a rare Nebraska example of transitional Greek Revival- Italianate 
styling. It is possibly the oldest commercial building, as well as 
the oldest public building, in Nebraska. Founded as a fur trading 
post in the early 1800's, Bellevue was Nebraska's only non-military 
settlement in existence prior to 1854.
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Information based primarily on archival records
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NAME AND Tl TLE:

John Q. Magie, Curator of History
ORGANIZATION DATE

Nebraska State Historical Society 2-21-69
STREET AND NUMBER:

1500 R Street
CITY OR TOWN:

Lincoln

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na 

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 

level of significance of this nomination is: 
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STATE

Nebraska
COUNTY

Sarpv
FOR NPS USE ONLY

ENTRY NUMBER DATE

39-04-26-0003 V16/6

COMMON: Fontanelle Bank
AND/OR HISTORIC: Bellevue Town Hall, Sarpy County Court House

STREET AND NUM BER:

2212 Main Street
CITY OR TOWN:

Bellevue
STATE: CODE COUNTY:

Nebraska 26 Sarpy

SOURCE:

U.S.G.S. 7V, quadrangle Omaha South
SCALE: 1: 24,000

CODE

153

DATE: 1956

TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS

1. Property broundaries where required. 

2. North arrow. 

3. Latitude and longitude reference.
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