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The architectural style of the Petaluma Main Post Office is essentially Spanish Colonial
Revival though the bizarre gargoyle-like downspout appear to derive from Spanish
Gothic archetypes. The front elevation consists of five arches forming a central portion,
flanked by two recessed wings. A terracottaffieze runs the length of the building.

LOCAL CONTEXT

Petaluma is an agricultural town approximatley 40 miles north of San Francisco near Cali-
fornia's coast. From its founding in the early 1800s, the town's economy has been basec.
on the surrounding agricultrual areas, acting as a shipping and processing point for
transporting poultry ' and produce to San Francisco.

PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

.. The building appears-to bejinexcellent structural condition. The grounds have been
well maintained and there are no structural or flooding problems.

The foundation and bearing walls are steel reinforced concrete, and the floors are con-
crete beams and poured slab. The exterior walls are covered with a buff-colored stucco/
The lobby is covered with a pitched roof covered with red clay tiles, and the workroom
has a flat asphalt-composition roof.

The building is decorated with ornament in an electic mix of styles, with a predominately
Italianante-Mediterranean flavor, all applied to the standard classical box characteristic
of the Supervising Architect’s office. f

The rigidly symmetrical main facade is articulated with five arches cut into the wall surfac
the central arch houses the front entrance, which is elaborated with two dark green veine
marble columns carrying a marble entablature. All five arches are decorated with wrough
iron scrollwork, suggesting Spanish Baroque archetypes. The bottom of each window
opening is filled with the same veined marble used on the front entrance. The cast key-
stones at the top of the main-facade arches are decorated with inverted chevrons sug-
gestive of Art Deco design, and six terracotta gargoules are placed on the piers that cari
the arcade. A classically-inspired egg-and-dart molding decorates the eave line. Two
standard cast bronze lighting fixtures flank the main entrance. A large geometricized
eagle is @ -  over the front entrance, and breaks above the eave line on the line of
symmetry of the facade.

Two wings flank the arcaded central portion of the front elevation, each containing a
mullioned twelve-light window. An oval medallion is centered directly above.each of
these side windows. Three terracotta plaques are placed on a level with the gargoyles.
The central plaque medallion contains a fleur-de-lis, identical to those described for the
front elevation.
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The public lobby has white plaster walls, and a dark marble is used for both the floor
and wainscoting. A decorative wrought iron screen over the lockboxes and service
counter separates the lobby from the workroom. The workroom has white painted
plaster walls and a parquet hardwood floor.

ALTERATIONS

The mailing platform on the south end (rear) of the building is currently being ex-
panded to increase capacity. Several minor changes in the building floor plans have
been made since it was completed in 1933.

A skylight over the workroom was covered when air conditioning was installed in the
basement in the 1960s. The original lights in the workroom have been replaced with
fluorescent lighting. The mailing platform is south of the workroom; an addition is
currently under construction.

Also to the rear of the workroom is a mezzanine containing the swing room and a
toilet. A lookout, originally constructed for the postmaster's use, has been enclosed.
The service counter is located in the center of the lobby opposite the vestibule; the
original service windows have been replaced with a single open counter. In the late
1960s, the east wall of the lobby was extended into the northeast corner of the work
area (in what was the mail order and registry room) and an additional set of lockboxes
was installed.

The original brass-framed glass doors have been replaced with black anodized alumi-
num and glass doors. The front steps are masonry; the original wrought iron railings
and window balconies were in poor condition and were recently replaced for safety
reasons. The handicap access ramp, now under construction on the west side of the
entrance, will be concrete.

The floor of the lobby expansion area was matched to the rest of the lobby floor
using marble slabs taken from the original swing room shower stalls. The original
service windows have been replaced by an open service counter with a black plastic
counter top. Wood panelling behind the counter was installed last year to close the
view of the workroom from the lobby.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Petaluma Post Office derives its significance from its relation to the federal building
programs of the 1920s and 1930s as they developed in California. It is an example of a
style transitional between the classicism of the twenties and the Starved Classical style

of the thirties.

ARCHITECTURE

Though completed in 1933, the Petaluma Main Post Office was authorized and funded by
the 1926 Keyes-Elliot Act, and is an excellent example of the type of building constructed
under this Act. The use of a ¢entral.! arcade flanked by projecting or recessed wings
came to be a hallmark of designs of the late twenties and early thirties, and was one of
the primary signifiers used in post office designs. The concept monumentalized the
entrance, and did so without incurring any significiant additional cost. The building is
thus significant under National Register Criterion C on the state level as an excellent
example of a type, period and method of constuction. The Petaluma Main Post Office
retains substantial integrity of location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling,
and association.



nMA]OR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

Gebhard, David; and Winter, Robert, "A Guide to Architecture in San Francisco
and Northern California", 2nd. Ed., Santa Barbara, Peregrin Smith, 1976.

FJGEOGRAPHICAL DATA

ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY .75
UTM REFERENCES

Al1,0] 513,118,000 B.213,114,0,0) = I T 1 R PR O O P

ZONE EASTING NORTHING ZONE EASTING NORTHING
clo e by o b b e b DLJ__J[JIllJ‘lLLllJ__ll
VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION
The Sonoma County Assessor does not record the lot and block numbers of the
post office site. The site is on the west corner of 4th and D Streets. The
rectangular lot has a 253-foot frontage on 4th Street, and 130-foot frontage
on D Street.
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e — Note: Post office
site outlined in red.

e A 122' Structure shown was

on the site prior
to the construction
of the Post office.

[

Source: Sanborn Map, Petaluma Book, page 28,1923;
Geography Dept., Calif. State Univ. Northridge, Ca.



