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ADDITIONAL DOCUMENTATION

11500 Jos. Campau and Casmere Street; Property Name: Connell Chevrolet
Year Buiit: 1929
Status: Contributing

Description: Two-story reinforced concrete, steel, and yellow brick commercial auto dealership
building. Located at the southeast corner of Jos. Campau and Casmere Streets. This building is divided
into two halves by a thick cast stone belt course between the first and second stories. Wide piers divide
the building's Jos. Campau facade into six vertical sections. There is a parking deck on the roof- ramps
for cars to drive to the roof are inside the building. The building is faced in tan, orange and yellow brick,
and the first floor has large plate glass display windows to allow for the viewing of the automobiles on
the interior. Windows on the second story along Casmere Street and in the most northern bay of Jos.
Campau are three-part horizontal metal ones. The windows on the Jos. Campau facade 's second story
are newer singlepane windows that have been in-filled with vertical grey aluminum at the upper portion
of the window. An automobile entrance door is located on Casmere Street. Several windows on the
Casmere Street facade have been filled in. Another automobile entrance door is on the Jos. Campau
facade at the south end of the property. There may have been additional garage doors on the Jos.
Campau facade, but they have been renovated into display windows today. The parapet wall has been
covered in vertical grey aluminum siding that extends down to the second-story windows. A chimney is
located on the alley side of the building at the north end.

History: Recent research has revealed that the previous construction date and original ownership of
this building is incorrect. The 1942 Sanborn map for this location provides a 1939 construction date.
However, the Detroit Free Press reported on February 17, 1929, that this building was constructed for
Dick Connell, “the youngest Chevrolet dealer in point of years in the Detroit zone.” The 1929 Free
Press article carried a photograph showing the extant building. Newspaper advertisement prior to this
date provide a location for the Connell dealership at 11426 Joseph Campau Avenue, several parcels
south of this building. According to the article the Connell dealership included “a modern ramp garage,
a three-car wash rack and a large, modern Duco room.” The Free Press also noted that the dealership
was the largest Chevrolet dealership in “this part of the country,” as was designed by Connell, “under
direct supervision” of Chevrolet executives. Newspaper advertisements suggest that Connell
dealership may have occupied other buildings in Hamtramck, and that the Connell concern remained in
this building only a few years. In any case, by the late 1940s the T. A Grissom Dodge Plymouth
dealership occupied this building, followed by Garrity Dodge, which remained in this location for over
forty years. The dealership was purchased by J. Deeby Il in 2000, and was renamed Al Deeby Dodge,
in honor of his father, who had worked there for over forty years. Deeby Dodge was the last new car
dealership remaining in Hamtramck. Al Deeby Dodge moved out of Hamtramck in October of 2006.
After that point, only used car lots remained.
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Correspondence

The Correspondence consists of communications from (and possibly to) the nominating authority, notes
from the staff of the National Register of Historic Places, and/or other material the National Register of
Historic Places received associated with the property.

Correspondence may also include information from other sources, drafts of the nomination, letters of
support or objection, memorandums, and ephemera which document the efforts to recognize the
property.















