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1. Name 
historic Old S h i p b u i l d e r ' s H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t 

and or common same 

2. Location 
Located on both s ides o f Washington S t r e e t f r o n J^owder^Avenue to 

street & number j u s t nor th o f South Duxbur.y (see D i s t r i c t Data Sheet)^^-M/Anot for publication 

city, town Duxbury _M/Avicinity of 

state M a s s a c h u s e t t s code 025 county Plymouth code 023 

3. Classif ication 
Category Ownersh ip 

X- district public 
building(s) private 
structure ^ both 
site Publ ic Acqu is i t i on 
Object in process 

"being considered 

Status 
_X_ occupied 

unoccupied 
work in progress 

Access ib le 
yes: restricted 

_X_ yes: unrestricted 
no 

Present Use 
agriculture 

^ commercial 
educational 
entertainment 
government 

X industrial 
military 

museum 
park 

^ private residence 
X_ religious 

scientific 
transportation 
other: 

museum 
park 

^ private residence 
X_ religious 

scientific 
transportation 
other: 

4. Owner of Property 

name v a r i o u s , see a t tached l i s t 

street & number 

city, town vicinity of state 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Plymouth County Courthouse 

street & number Court S t r e e t 

city, town 
Plymouth 

state Massachusetts 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 
Inventory of the Historic  

title Assets of the Commonwealth has this property been determined eligible? yes no 

date 1972 see D i s t r i c t Data Sheet federal state county local 

depository for survey records Massachusetts Historic Commission, 80 Boylston Street 

city, town Boston state Massachusetts 



7. Desc riptionoid Shipbuilder s Historic Dis t r ic t . Duxburv. Massachusetts 

Condition 
- J L . excellent 

fair 

deteriorated 
^ ruins 

unexposed 

Clieck one 
X unaltered 
X altered 
(see text) 

Check one 
_JL_ original site 

moved date 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

The Old Sliipbuilders Historic District, Duxbury, is located along the eastern 
edge of this South Shore community, flanking Duxbury Bay. The district is 
composed of much of the historic fabric of Duxbury Village, one of four early 
villages in the town (the others being South Duxbury, Millbrook, and North 
Duxbury). Essentially linear, the district stretches along Washington Street 
(platted 1798). It is dominated by Federal-period dwellings built ca. 
1780-1840, during Duxbury's greatest period of prosperity as a shipbuilding 
center. Properties on the northern shore of the Bluefish River, visible from 
Washington Street, anchor the district to the north. The district follows 
Washington Street two miles to the south, just north of the Standish/Depot/Bay 
Road intersection and Duxbury's major commercial area. Rear lot lines along 
Washington Street bound the district to the west/northwest, while to the east, 
the district diverges from its Washington Street spine at Water Street to 
follow the shoreline and include several early accessways to the harbor and 
Duxbury Bay. Beyond the bay is Duxbury Beach, a narrow strip of land about 
five miles long that shelters the harbor from Massachusetts Bay. 

Houses within the district range from one to three stories. All are wood 
frame, some sided with clapboard, others with shingles. At the district's 
northern end, at the mouth of the Bluefish River, houses are widely spaced. 
Some s i t on low rises overlooking the Bluefish River f lats; others are set 
back only a short distance from Washington Street and Powder Point Avenue. 
Along Washington Street at the district 's core, where are concentrated the " 
greatest number of Federal-period dwellings, houses are set on rather small 
lots, and are well landscaped. Some are fronted by low stone walls, others by 
wooden fences. Houses throughout the district are well maintained, well 
preserved, and together form a picturesque setting. 

Col on ial-period Duxbury was sparsely populated. One of the earliest 
properties within the district survives in only a fragment: the core of the 
Federal-style Partridge Farm, 154 Washington Street (Map #135), a square-plan, 
central-chimney house with an imposing monitor atop i ts hip roof, retains 
elements of a mid 17th century house. The main block of the house is 2 1/2 
stories in height and five bays wide with a projecting single-story 
frontispiece. It is believed to have been built ca. 1800 and in its size, 
style, and detailing is typical of the large Federal-period houses built by 
Duxbury's sea captains and shipbuilders. The original structure, probably 
built in the mid 17th century, was extensively altered and expanded at the 
time of the 19th century rebuilding. The property is the only one in the 
district to retain much of i ts original 17th century land grant (approximately 
59 acres). However, the shoreline frontage was sold off when shipbuilding 
became a successful industry after the Revolution. 

Continued -
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Other 17th and ear ly 18th century houses may survive w i th in the d i s t r i c t as 
fragments of l a te r bu i ld ings , but they are at present undocumented. 

The t rans i t i on of Duxbury from an ear ly colonial settlement of scattered 
farmsteads on or ig ina l land grants to a community based increasingly on 
coastal commercial a c t i v i t i e s is re f lec ted in the substantial increase of 
modest Cape Cod-style houses b u i l t near the shore in the mid to la te 18th 
century. They were clustered close together on small plots of land that had 
previously held the shoreline f i e l ds of farms fur ther in land. Those cottages 
that survive are unpretentious th ree- , f ou r - , or f ive-bay s t ruc tures . 

Located at the head of two short , narrow lanes leading to the waterfront 
(Windsor and Water Streets) are four s t r i k i n g l y s imi lar gambrel-roofed 
cottages with p l a i n , box cornices and simple entryways: the Lot Stetson 
House, 349 Washington Street (1785, Map #24); the Amos Brown House, 341 
Washingtori Street (1/86. Map #23); the Pel eg Churchi l l House. 326 Washington 
Street (1794. Map #112); and the James wTnior House. 2 Water Street (179g7^ap 
#22). A l l were b u i l t with the southern or ienta t ion t rad i t i ona l to many 
colonia l -per iod residences in New England. Two. the Brown and Winsor houses, 
are four bays wide, while the others are f i ve bays wi th a central entry. Al l 
were b u i l t to house Duxbury mariners. 

Some of the cottages of th is per iod, though modest, r e f l e c t an awakening 
awareness of fashionable arch i tectura l de ta i l s as Duxbury c i t i zens came into 
greater contact wi th other more sophist icated coastal communities. A group of 
more sophist icated 1 1/2-story dwell ings are located near the houses mentioned 
above. Their doorways reveal the new in te res t in detai led ornamentation. 
Among them are: the Jesse Howard House, 353 Washington Street (1796. Map 
#25), whose facade is ornamented wi th a dent i la ted cornice and whose entry is 
emphasized by f l u ted p i las te rs and a f i v e - l i g h t transom; and the Pr ior House. 
274 Washington Street (1797, Map #127) and the Henry Wadsworth House, 265 
Washington Street (1797, Map #12), both with p ro jec t ing , s i d e l i t enclosed 
vest ibu les, and framed by f l u ted p i l as te r s . Within f i ve years, these were 
joined by the Hunt House. 281 Washington Street (1802. Map #13) and three 
cottages on nearby Surplus Street (14. 33. and 47 Surplus Street . Map #s 115. 
118, i 2 0 ) . Other 1 1/2-story gable-roofed cottages in the d i s t r i c t include 
the Samuel Winsor House. 32 Winsor Street (1787, Map # 28) . which was b u i l t by 
a prosperous ship captain and merchant whose wharves were adjacent to his 
house. His sons. Spencer and Samuel, both b u i l t two-story hip-roofed 
Federal-style houses along th i s same lane (18 Winsor Street , 1801, Map #30, 
and 22 Winsor. 1787. Map #29. respec t i ve ly ) . 

Continued 
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On St. George Street at the district's northern end stand three late 18th 
century cottages located by their builders to be near the Bluefish River 
shipyards. The Edward Winslow House, 105 St. George Street (Map #7). was 
built in 1787 by a ship's carpenter. It is extremely simple and unadorned, 
again facing south as was traditional. It was later flanked by a pair of 
two-story Federal-style houses built by his two sons. Samuel and George, both 
with center hall plan, end chimneys, and dentilated cornice above the doorways 
(101 St. George. 1833. Map #80. and 125 St. George. 1828, Map #77. 
respectively). Samuel Winslow's house has a gabled roof and its companion a 
hip roof. 

During the last two decades of the 18th century, two-story hip-roofed houses 
with central chimneys began to appear in the district. These houses, which 
were still Georgian in style and detail, would precede the larger, more 
pretentious Federal-style "ship captains" houses that would spring up in the 
early 19th century. Nonetheless, these buildings were more ambitious and 
stylish than their predecessors, while retaining traditional plans and chimney 
location (central or double interior chimneys). The steeply pitched hip roof 
was also common in the district in this period. These late 18th century 
dwellings continued to face south, some onto the narrow lanes leading down to 
the waterfront. Washington Street was not laid out until 1798. 

Typical examples of these late Georgian houses include: the Samuel Delano Jr. 
House. 36 Plumfield Lane (1780, Map #52), with a vestibule entrance added at a 
1ater date; the Benjamin" Bosworth House, 310 Washington Street (1794. Map 
#114). with a projecting pedimented gable housing the entrance; the Joshua 
Cushing House. 313 Washingtori Street (1792, Map #18). featuring a columned 
hip-roofed portico; and the Job Sampson House. 12 Water Street (1794. Map 
#21), whose handsome doorway is flanked by fluted pilasters supporting a 
heavily molded entablature with dentilated cornice. The buildings' hipped 
roofs are slightly steeper than those that were built later; rather heavy 
Georgian features include projecting window enframements with molded hoods. 
Windows generally contain 12/12 sash. 

Washington Street was platted in 1798 parallel to the growing harbor and house 
lots were subseouently delineated along that roadway from the Bluefish River 
and its wharves south to South Duxbury. A bridge across the river was erected 
in 1800. By the early 19th century. Duxbury supported a thriving shipbuilding 
industry. Sea captains and shipbuilders chose to build pretentious houses, 
larger and more fashionable versions of those constructed two and three 
decades earlier, along both Washington Street and Powder Point (north of the 
Bluefish River). Light, refined decorative detailing, including the use of 
traceried fanlights, splayed lintels, and shallow hip roofs framed by delicate 
dentilated cornices, were among the Federal-style ornamentation used in 

Continued 
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bui ldings of th is per iod. Windows were for the most part 6/6. wi th slender 
muntins. Rusticated ouoins emphasized the facades of several bu i ld ings. 
Plans and chimney locat ion remained conservative in most of these h igh-sty le 
dwel l ings, wi th f i ve bays, double-p i le-p lan, hip roof , and central chimney 
comprising the most popular house type. More than fo r t y of these 
Federal-style residences were b u i l t i n the d i s t r i c t between ca. 1790 and ca. 
1830. 

A remarkable row of seven Federal-style houses on Powder Point Avenue, j u s t 
north of the wharves, housed prosperous shipbui lders. Among them are: the 
Charles Drew House, b u i l t in 1785 (52 Po '̂̂ ^g'̂  Poj'2'^^yf']'"g» ^^p #69) and two 
dwellings b u i l t by his brother Reuben Drew, in 1806 (36 Powder Point Avenue, 
Map #68, MHC #20) and 1809 (30 Powder Point Avenue. Map #67). The two ea r l i e r 
bui ldings both have pro ject ing two-story f ront isp ieces, one bay deep wi th 
hipped roof , shel ter ing t he i r entryways. Reuben Drew's second house also 
features a d i s t i nc t i ve f ron t i sp iece , t h i s one a port ico adorned with pai red, 
tapered columns. A four th house in the group, that of Nathaniel Weston (22 
Powder Point Avenue. 1812, Map #65. MHC #14). also has a porticoed entry. 
These houses also feature long s ing le-s tory e l l s extending perpendicular to 
the i r main block, which are believed to have housed shipbui ld ing a c t i v i t i e s . 

Along Washington St reet , the Snow Magoun House, 291 Washington Street (1805, 
Map #14, MHC #46). is noted for the rust icated ouoins framing the bu i ld ing , a 
cornice with unusual applied ha l f -drops, and an elaborate entranceway. The 
l a t t e r is composed of a hip-roofed extension whose cornice with pierced 
diamond pattern i s supported by Doric columns, f ron t ing a single-bay-deep 
enclosed entry framed with ouoins and a doorway wi th applied p i las ters and 
f l a t entablature. 

The end-chimney plan, common with Federal-sty le bui ld ings elsewhere in 
Massachusetts, was l i t t l e used in Duxbury. Four examples ex is t in the center 
of the d i s t r i c t . They are: the Lemuel Harlow House, 294 Washington Street 
(1804, Map #124), adorned wi th corner p i las ters and a columned entrance with 
turned-spindle balustrade; the Ahira Wadsworth House, 338 Washington Street 
(1803, Map #110, MHC #18), framed by rust icated ouoins and wi th a project ing 
gable-roofed port ico whose cornice has the same applied drops as those found 
on the Snow Magoun House; and the Captain Nathaniel Winsor House, now the 
Winsor Inn, 390 Washington Street (1803. Map #107). a brick-ended house with 
pedimented gable port ico supported by f lu ted Doric columns and accented wi th 
dent i la ted cornice. The Seth Sprague J r . House, 476 Washiiigton Street (1813, 
Map #100), is a rare example of a double-p i le-p lan, end chimney house and is 
also notable fo r i t s b l ind e l l i p t i c a l fan above the entryway and for i t s 
rooftop monitor. 

*̂  Continued 
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The most sophist icated and f u l l y real ized example of Federal-style 
archi tecture in the d i s t r i c t is the Second Nathaniel Winsor House, 479 
Washington Street , b u i l t i n 1807 (Map #38, MHC #1) by the same shipowner who 
b u i l t the F i r s t Nathaniel Winsor House, 405 Washington Street (Map #34), j us t 
up the h i l l seven years e a r l i e r , i t s e l f a large handsome Federal residence. 
The second house re f l ec t s not only Winsor's rapid f inancia l success in his 
mercanti le shipping business with his brother Joshua, but also his growing 
in terest in the elements of fashionable Federal-style arch i tecture. His house 
is a f u l l three s to r i es , f i ve bays by three bays, wi th four end chimneys, 
graduated fenestrat ion (6/6 on the f i r s t two s to r i es , 3/3 on the t h i r d ) , and 
brick ends. Splayed granite l i n t e l s wi th keystones cap the windows on the 
brick ends, while simple molded l i n t e l s and s i l l s of wood enframe those on the 
main facade. The door surround is composed of engaged Doric columns and an 
elaborate entablature framing 3/4 s ide l igh ts and an oversized e l l i p t i c a l fan 
with del icate t racery . Centered above, on the second s to ry , i s a large 
Palladian window. Fu l l -he ight corner p i las te rs rest ing on piers and a 
modil l ioned cornice complete the Federal d e t a i l s . The house is by far the 
most opulent in the d i s t r i c t . 

By ca. 1840. Duxbury shipbui ld ing had reached i t s peak. During the f i r s t 
t h i r d of the 19th century, three churches (one of which is no longer standing) 
and a bank were also b u i l t w i th in the d i s t r i c t bounds. The Methodist Church 
at 410 Washington St reet , now St. John's Episcopal Church (1823, Map #105), is 
a broad Greek Revival -sty le bu i ld ing with souat b l ind fan and two-stage tower 
wi th spire set on the gable r idge. On the adjacent l o t . the Congregational 
society b u i l t P i lg r im Church at 404 Washington Street (1844. Map #106). also 
Greek Revival in s ty le with four Doric p i las te rs supporting a broad 
entablature and enclosed pediment. I t . too , i s capped by a two-stage tower 
with octagonal sp i re . 

The Duxbury Bank, 3 St . George Street (1833, Map #70, MHC #47), i s a f ive-bay. 
centra l -entry gable-roofed bu i ld ing framed by f ine Ionic p i l as te rs . The gable 
ends are enclosed to form pediments. Two entrances on the north and east 
(main) facades are fronted by f l a t - roo fed port icoes, with deep entablature and 
Ionic columns. A two-story e l l on the bu i ld ing ' s west side is more simply 
de ta i led , and has a less steeply pitched gable roof . 

Other nonresidential bui ld ings constructed w i th in the d i s t r i c t during i t s 
period of greatest prosper i ty , the 1820s and 1830s, include Sweetser's Store, 
469 Washington Street (ca. 1830, Map #37). a gable-roofed ear ly commercial 
bu i ld ing with f ron t - fac ing paired gables. The bu i l d i ng , s t i l l used 
commercially, retains i t s 19th century s tore f ront conf igura t ion . 

Continued 
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Ihe Old Shipbuilders H is to r ic D i s t r i c t i s unusual for the high qual i ty and 
density o f i t s Federal-period bu i ld ings . The area contains one of the f i nes t 
and best preserved co l lec t ions of such bu i ld ings—par t i cu la r l y residences—in 
the s ta te . Several sections of Washington Street contain v i r t u a l l y unbroken 
rows of s t y l i s h , i n tac t Federal-period houses, a l l b u i l t between ca. 1780 and 
ca. 1830. Together, these bui ld ings serve as a highly v i s i b l e reminder of 
Duxbury's maritime past and the prosperi ty brought to the community by the 
town's shipbui lding enterpr ises. 

The period between 1840 and 1855 saw the appearance of the Greek Revival s ty le 
in the vernacular, as smaller bui ld ings were constructed to house mariners, 
shipyard carpenters, and other s k i l l e d yard workers. The Wil l iam Bradford 
House, 562 Washington Street (1841, Map # 92). i s a gable-fronted house with 
deep cornice and archi t rave door enframement b u i l t by a sparmaker in the 
Weston yards. I t i s typ ica l of several b u i l t in th is per iod. The adjacent 
house at 570 Washington Street (1835. Map #91) i s almost ident ica l but a 
mirror image. Two s imi la r houses stand across the s t reet at 541 and 523 
Washington Street (ca. 1830 and 1840. respec t ive ly ) . 

Between 1860 and 1930. a f te r the boom period of the shipyards was over and 
before Duxbury had become an eas i ly accessible Boston suburb, very l i t t l e ^ 
construction took place w i th in the boundaries of the d i s t r i c t . There were 
none of the Gothic Revival or I ta l i ana te v i l l a s wi th elaborate fretwork and 
piazzas which were being b u i l t in other coastal communities at th i s t ime, nor 
were many more modest houses being b u i l t . Duxbury entered a long period of 
stagnation. The d i s t r i c t contains a handful of l a te 19th and early 20th 
century bu i ld ings . Most were b u i l t to house the summer residents who came to 
Duxbury a f t e r 1871 (the date of the a r r i va l of the Duxbury and Cohasset 
Rail road). 

Two examples of the Colonial Revival s ty le used fo r summer residences are the 
(:i i f ford House. 12 Water Street (1920. Map f ) and the Sanford Winsor House. 
401 Washin'gton Street (1885 Flap # 35). The Robert Walker House. 17 Long' 
Point Lane (ca. 1885, Map # 43) , is a handsome Shingle Style house b u i l t on 
the coast as a sunnier home. At 113 S t . George Street stands a single 
mansarded cottage, b u i l t in 1880. while 37 Surplus Street is the only example 
of the Queen Anne s ty le in the d i s t r i c t (ca. 1880. Map #119). Two small 
houses at 44 and 46 Winsor Street are among the few in tac t bungalows in the 
neighborhood (1925 and 1926, Map #s 31 and 32). These are iso lated examples 
(the trend toward bu i ld ing summer residences in the early 20th century was 
more prevalent on Powder Point , beyond the d i s t r i c t boundaries) and do not 
represent a major archi tectural cont r ibut ion w i th in the d i s t r i c t . 

Continued 





8. Significance Old Shipbuilder's Historic District, Duxbury, Massachusetts 

Period Areas of Signif icance—Check and justify below 
prehistoric archeology-prehistoric ^ community planning ^ landscape architecture religion 
1400-1499 X archeology-historic conservation law science 
1500-1599 agriculture economics literature sculpture 
1600-1699 _x architecture education military social/ 

_X- 1700-1799 art engineering music humanitarian 
1800-1899 .^commerce exploration/settlement philosophy theater 

_X- 1900- communications X_ -industry politics/government transportation 
invention X other (specify) 

Community Hpvplnpmpnt 

Specific dates 1719-1930 Builder/Architect v a r i o u s 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

The Old Shipbuilders Historic District, Duxbury, retains integrity of ,' 
location, design, setting, materials, feeling, workmanship, and association. ' • • 
The district includes 212 buildings, most of which were built between 1780 and 
1850, Duxbury's most intensive period of growth and development. Of these, 29 
structures were altered so extensively from their original appearance as to no 
longer retain integrity; there are also 44 mid-20th century intrusions. As 
examples of well-built Georgian, Federal, and early Victorian styles, some 
modest, others far more sophisticated, these buildings reflect Duxbury's 
transition from sparsely populated rural settlement to prosperous shipbuilding 
center. The district is particularly unusual for i ts high proportion of 
well-preserved Federal-style residences. The shipbuilding industry in the 
district declined dramatically in the mid 19th century, with the result that 
the district retains a virtually unaltered assemblage of early 19th century 
residences reflecting its period of greatest prosperity; their preservation 
was further ensured when Duxbury became a summer resort in the late 19th 
century and. by the mid 20th century, a wealthy community whose residents , 
commuted to Boston. Retaining associations with Duxbury's brief but intense 
period of development, and with the ship builders and sea captains who 
contributed to the village's prosperity, the Old Shipbuilders Historic ^ 
District thus fu l f i l ls Criterion C, primarily for its Federal-period 
architecture, as well as Criteria A and B, of the National Register of 
Historic Places on the local level. 

Duxbury was incorporated in 1637 and its bounds formally established in 1641. 
During the f irst century of settlement, the town was sparsely populated with 
scattered farmsteads. Its economic base lay in both agricultural and 
marine-related activities, with the waters off Duxbury Bay offering fertile 
fishing grounds. The village was primarily a farming and milling offshoot of 
nearby Plymouth, however, and largely dependent upon that community for 
services and sustenance. A tiny town center evolved around the f i rst 
meetinghouse, erected ca. 1657 in South Duxbury. To the north, along the 
shore of Duxbury Bay and the mouth of the Bluefish River, lay fields used 
primarily for hay cutting. It was the latter area, comprising the nominated 
district, that would by the mid 18th century become the location for a 
flourishing shipbuilding center. 

In 1719, Duxbury's f i rst known vessel, a fishing boat, was built by resident 
Thomas Prince and launched from Captain's Hill in South Duxbury. Fishermen 
were known to have set forth from Captain's Hill and South Duxbury for much of 
the 18th century. A formal shipyard did not appear until mid century, 
however, and when i t did, i t was not near the original town center but to the 
north, on Powder Point north of the Bluefish River. The yard was established 
in 1764 by Ezra Weston. This yard and others that would join i t shortly began 
by building only fishing vessels, small sloops, and coasters for Tocat traSI. 

Continued 
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The la te 18th century brought considerable expansion and growing 
se l f - su f f i c iency to Duxbury. Along wi th other Massachusetts coastal 
communities, the town experienced an intense period of growth between ca. 1780 
and 1840, a d i rec t r e f l ec t i on of an expansion of i t s marine-related economy. 
Duxbury's coastal locat ion and protected, small harbor made the development of 
maritime a c t i v i t i e s almost inev i tab le . Short ly a f te r Revolution, Ezra Weston 
enlarged his shipyard and began bu i ld ing larger vessels. Other yards rapid ly 
followed s u i t . Shor t ly , schooners, b r i gs , and barks were being constructed 
along the waterfront by members of the Weston, Drew, and Winsor fami l i es , as 
well as by Joshua Cushing. With expanded shipyards, other marine-related 
a c t i v i t i e s grew as w e l l . A t h r i v i n g export trade emerged at wharves and 
warehouses that were erected near the Bluef ish River's mouth. I ron , t imber, 
f i s h , and charcoal were shipped on Duxbury-based ships both to Boston and to 
other New England markets. 

Between 1780 and 1790, over two dozen vessels were b u i l t in Duxbury 
boatyards. That f igure almost t r i p l e d in the next decade, wi th 72 boats 
constructed between 1790 and 1800. In common with such small maritime centers 
as Beverly and Gloucester to the north of Boston, and Marshf ield, Plymouth, 
Kingston, and New Bedford to the south, Duxbury experienced rapid growth with 
the opening of trade during the Federal per iod. But in comparison wi th the 
great Massachusetts shipbui ld ing center at Newburyport, South Shore e f f o r t s , 
concentrated at the North River in Marshfield and on Plymouth Bay at Duxbury, 
Plymouth, and Kingston, const i tu ted a more modest enterpr ise. Nonetheless, 
South Shore shipyards produced large nunters of the small coasting and 
ocean-going vessels that supported Massachusetts commerce and trade in the 
early national per iod. Duxbury's economy evolved solely as a resu l t of 
sh ipbui ld ing, wi th few other indus t r ies . The waterfront area east of 
Washington Street contained ropewalks, sa i l l o f t s , and forges, in addit ion to 
shipwrights, but the town supported none of the other industr ies--shoes, fo r 
example--that would enable ports elsewhere to survive long a f te r the maritime 
trade had diminished. 

With i t s increased or ien ta t ion toward the water f ront , the Duxbury coast l ine 
became an a t t r ac t i ve s i t e for res ident ia l construct ion. The f i r s t houses 
b u i l t in the area were rather modest dwel l ings, essent ia l ly unpretentious 
cottages, 1 1/2 to 2 s tor ies i n height . They were b u i l t in c lus te rs , facing 
south, on small plots of land where previously had been the shoreline f i e lds 
of Duxbury farmers. A group of four simple gambrel-roofed cottages, devoid of 
ornament, in the central part of the d i s t r i c t , were a l l b u i l t i n the 1780s and 
early 1790s for Duxbury mariners. One, at 2 Water St reet , housed James 
Winsor, whose family shipyard was located on the Bluef ish River. Some 
in teres t in ornament and awareness of popular arch i tectura l styles was shown 
in other rather modest Duxbury cottages b u i l t near the water f ront . A group of 

Continued 
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several l l / 2 -s to ry cottages, again near the d i s t r i c t ' s core, are simple in 
scale and plan, yet reveal in the i r f l u ted p i las te rs and dent i lated cornices a 
new in te res t in archi tectural deta i l and an increased awareness of popular 
bu i ld ing s t y l es , ind ica t i ve of the town's growing contact wi th more 
sophisticated communities. 

Waterfront cottages were joined by la rger , two-story Georgian-style residences 
in the 18th century's f i na l decades. Several were b u i l t by Duxbury ship 
captains. The hip-roofed dwel l ing at 12 Water Street (1794) was b u i l t by Job 
Sampson, o r i g i n a l l y a farmer from the inland reaches of Duxbury who moved to 
the coastal region at the end of the 18th century to j o i n in sh ipbui ld ing. 
Another Georgian-style residence was erected by Joshua Cushing (1792) on his 
six acres of land bounding the water and overlooking his wharf. Yet Duxbury 
remained essent ia l ly a r u r a l , unsophisticated community in the la te 18th 
century, wi th none of the more elaborate Georgian-style residences b u i l t by 
the prosperous merchants o f other coastal centers such as Salem or Newport, 
R. I . 

Duxbury's industry continued to grow and prosper in to the 19th century, 
despite the impact of the trade erribargo of 1807-1809 and the subsequent war 
wi th Br i ta in in 1812. With prosper i ty , a large number of ambit ious, 
we l l - de ta i l ed , and sophist icated residences were b u i l t near the harbor between 
ca. 1800 and ca. 1835. Washington Street , para l le l to the water f ront , was 
l a i d out in 1798 and house lo ts p la t ted short ly thereaf ter . (Washington 
Street forms the north/south spine of the nominated d i s t r i c t . ) While 
residences constructed before 1798 were b u i l t , as was t r a d i t i o n a l , facing 
south, most new dwellings were now or iented toward Washington Street . In 
1800, a bridge spanning the Bluef ish River was constructed, opening Powder 
Point fo r fu r ther development. Duxbury residents were increasingly 
cosmopolitan, and t he i r new houses re f lec ted the i r economic and social 
standing. 

In plan and in many of t he i r d e t a i l s , Duxbury residences of th i s period were 
basical ly conservative. While a few end-chimney Federal houses were b u i l t , by 
far the most popular h igh-sty le house type of the period was the 
center-chimney, hip-roofed house. The ea r l i es t were constructed in the early 
1790s and they continued to be common un t i l as la te as 1822 in the town 
center. These houses are unusual in that they appear to derive from Georgian 
arch i tecture; many have pedimented Georgian porches, quoins, molded window 
caps, and r e l a t i v e l y steep-pitched hip roofs . The reluctance to s h i f t from 
center chimneys to end or i n t e r i o r paired chimneys is a fur ther indicat ion of 
s t y l i s t i c conservatism in Duxbury's h igh-s ty le Federal-period arch i tec ture. 
Once again, Duxbury bui lders f a i l e d to construct houses in the grand manner of 
the Federal mansions of Salem or Nev*uryport; nevertheless, the town's 

Continued 
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remarkably i n tac t and cohesive assemblage of f i ne Federal-period residences 
evidence Duxbury c i t i zens ' growing sophis t icat ion and prosper i ty . These 
residences form the core of the nominated d i s t r i c t . Between ca. 1795 and 
1835, more than f o r t y h ip- roofed, we l l -de ta i led Federal-style houses were 
bui l t . 

In common with ea r l i e r dwel l ings, many of these Federal-period houses appeared 
in c lusters re lated to the locat ion of the shipyards wi th which they were 
associated. The s i m i l a r i t y of the houses wi th in these concentrations is 
s t r i k i n g . In many instances, they were probably b u i l t by the same housewright. 

A group of h igh-s ty le Federal dwell ings on Powder Point Avenue, in the 
d i s t r i c t ' s northern por t ion , holds d i r ec t associations wi th Duxbury 
shipyards. Three were b u i l t by members of the Drew fami ly , whose shipyard 
stood on the Bluefish River (30, 36, and 52 Powder Point Avenue). Nathaniel 
Weston worked at his fami ly 's wharf on the south shore of Powder Point and 
l i ved at 22 Powder Point Avenue (Map #65). And Ba rz i l l a i Delano's shipyard 
was south of the r i ve r (Map #??). Delano's house, l i k e the others already 
mentioned, exhib i ted re tardata i re charac te r i s t i cs : h ip- roofed, center chimney 
houses, f i v e bays wide. Like the o thers , i t has a long e l l extending 
perpendicular to the main block. The e l l s served as workspace associated wi th 
sh ipbui ld ing, probably as sa i l l o f t s . 

The d i s t r i c t ' s s ingle example of the graduated proportions seen in 
sophist icated a r c h i t e c t - b u i l t houses of many Salem and Newburyport merchants 
is the second Nathanial Winsor House, 479 Washington Street (1807, Map #38, 
MHC #1). The three-story br ick end bu i ld ing wi th Palladian window and 
del icate fan and side l i g h t s was home to the bui lder of one of Duxbury's major 
wharves, Nathaniel Winsor. By the close of the 19th century, the house was 
used as a boarding house and hotel f o r summer v i s i t o r s . 

Several churches were b u i l t in the d i s t r i c t during i t s years of prosper i ty . 
Unt i l 1821, Duxbury had only one church, located in South Duxbury and founded 
ca. 1657. But in 1821 re f l ec t i ng both the r i s i n g popular i ty of Methodism in 
Duxbury and the town's relocated center o f a c t i v i t y , a second church was 
b u i l t , in the Greek Revival s t y l e , a t 410 Washington Street (Map #105) to 
serve a newly formed Methodist Episcopal society. A Universal is t soc iety , 
established in 1826, also b u i l t a church wi th in the d i s t r i c t (no longer 
ex tan t ) . And in 1844, a dissenting group of Methodists who favored 
abol i t ionism s p l i t from the or ig ina l congregation to form the i r own church, 
housed in a Greek Revival -sty le bu i ld ing at 404 Washington Street (Map #106). 

Duxbury's shipbui ld ing enterprises reached t h e i r peak in the 1830s. Between 
1832 and 1837, Duxbury yards produced 71 ships and employed 900 workers. 

Continued 
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Ezra Weston's Ten-Acre Yard was the largest in town; the largest ship launched 
from Duxbury was Weston's 880-ton "Hope," launched in 1841. In 1837, the 
f i sh ing industry in Duxbury was at i t s most product ive, wi th over 300 men and 
46 ships act ive in f i s h i n g ; 1.8 m i l l i on pounds of codfish passed through 
Duxbury harbor in that year alone. Fourteen shipyards operated along the 
water f ront ; accompanying them were the more minor but nonetheless c r i t i c a l 
enterprises associated with the industry : ropewalks, sa i l l o f t s , fo rger ies , 
sparsoaks, steamsheds. An 1838 census indicated that while Duxbury s t i l l 
numbered 200 farmers among i t s c i t i z e n r y , 900 men (1/3 of the male population) 
were engaged in sh ipbui ld ing, foreign commerce, f i s h i n g , or coastal t rade. 
Boardinghouses and stores also sprang up along the water f ront . Sweetser's 
Store, b u i l t ca. 1830, is the"only i n tac t surv iv ing commercial bu i ld ing at the 
waterfront (Map #37). Modest housing to accomodate the town's large group of 
sk i l l ed carpenters, blacksmiths, sa i l makers, cordwainers, caulkers, 
sparmakers, and coopers was also b u i l t . For example, the Wil l iam Bradford 
House of 1841 (Map #92) housed a sparmaker in the Weston yards. By 1840, 
Duxbury's water f ront , no doubt a rather rough place despite i t s Federal 
mansions, had been nicknamed "Sodom," a sobriquet that well conveys the 
bust l ing a c t i v i t y of the harbor area and i t s c i t i z e n s . 

Emblematic of the area's great wealth and a c t i v i t y was the formation in 1833 
of the Duxbury Bank (Map #70, MHC #47), chartered by Ezra Weston and several 
shipbui lding colleagues. The imposing Greek Revival -sty le bank bu i l d ing , 
b u i l t on Washington Street j u s t by the Bluefish River, was surrounded by the 
yards that supplied i t s c a p i t a l . The bank was one of fourteen chartered by 
the Commonwealth in March of 1833; i t remained in operation un t i l 1842, when 
i t closed as Duxbury began a long period of decl ine. 

Duxbury's prosperi ty never reached the proportions of other Massachusetts 
shipping centers to the no r th , including Salem and Nevitouryport. The fac t that 
only one h igh-s ty le three-story mansion stands wi th in the d i s t r i c t , the second 
Nathaniel Weston house mentioned above, re f l ec t s t h i s , as does the fac t that 
Duxbury's exceptional ly well-preserved assemblage of Federal-style houses is 
confined to only the immediate coastal area and never spread in land. 

The heyday of shipbui ld ing in Duxbury was sho r t l i ved . Although the town's 
shipmasters acted also as agents and thus could share in some p ro f i t s from 
voyages, the bulk of the luc ra t i ve trade engaged in by Duxbury ships was most 
often for Boston owners. Most ships b u i l t in Duxbury did not re tu rn , many 
because the town's harbor was too shallow to receive them once they were 
loaded with trade goods. The harbor was also smal l , unable to accomodate much 
larger vessels. And Duxbury shipyards were too small to construct the new 
c l ipper ships which because of t he i r size and speed supplanted the schooners, 
b r i gs , and barks b u i l t in Duxbury. 

Continued 
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By 1840, the town's more prominent shipbui lders had begun to relocate the i r 
works to far-more-prof1 table Boston. With the i r departure, decline in the 
town was swi f t and dramatic. Industry slowed in the 1840s, and the impetus 
for bu i ld ing h igh-s ty le residences also vanished. Thus while other 
Massachusetts coastal towns continued to evolve and the i r economy to 
d i ve r s i t y , development in Duxbury, which had always r e l i ed on shipbui lding 
alone for i t s economic well being, came to an abrupt h a l t . The town was l e f t 
w i th an outstanding concentration of Federal-period res ident ia l bui ld ings that 
stand today as a r e l i c of the community's b r i e f period of marit ime-rel ated 
prosper i ty . 

Duxbury launched only four ships in 1845; in 1865, two. The l a s t f u l l y rigged 
Duxbury ship was launched in 1869 from the yard of Porter Keen, on the 
Bluef ish River. By 1870, Duxbury wharves and the small industr ies associated 
wi th the shipyards had been abandoned. 

In 1869, the Franco-American Cable was landed at Duxbury, and cable 
headquarters were established in the former Duxbury Bank Bui ld ing. (The cable 
company remained in operation there un t i l 1952.) Two years l a t e r , i n 1871, 
the Duxbury and Cohasset Railroad a r r i ved , and prompted a new development for 
a town that had la in essent ia l ly dormant fo r several decades. With the t r a i n , 
Duxbury became a t t r ac t i ve and accessible as a summer resor t colony. The 
shipbui lders ' and sea captains' residences were converted to summer boarding 
houses or purchased as summer homes. Several sh ing le-s ty le and Colonial 
Revival-sty le summer dwellings were b u i l t , some on port ions of o r ig ina l land 
grants that were broken in to smaller parcels, others on the s i tes of former 
shipyards and along the shore. Some modest i n f i l l continued through the 20th 
century as Duxbury evolved in to the wealthy seaside community that i t i s 
today. The v i l l a g e ' s Federal-period houses remained i n t a c t , in part as a 
re f l ec t i on of Duxbury's precipi tous decl ine and others as a resu l t of 
restorat ion and maintenance e f f o r t s of the town's new residents. 

In sum, the h i s t o r i c propert ies included w i th in the Old Shipbuilders Histor ic 
D i s t r i c t demonstrate the development of Duxbury Vi l lage from the 18th through 
the early 20th century. Maritime a c t i v i t i e s can be said to define the 
d i s t r i c t ' s major period of s ign i f i cance: ca. 1764, the year the f i r s t 
successful shipyard was founded, to 1869, when the l as t Duxbury-built ship was 
rigged and launched. More general ly , the d i s t r i c t ' s resources r e f l e c t the 
v i l l a g e ' s evolution from sparsely populated rura l settlement in the early 
colonial period to prosperous 20th century bedroom community wi th in easy 
commuting distance of Boston. The peak of the v i l l a g e ' s development came at 
the turn of the 19th century, the period of most act ive maritime commercial 
development; th is prosperi ty is seen in the s t y l i s h residences constructed by 
successful Duxbury shipbui lders and sea captains. The in tac t state of 
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preservation of the bui ld ings w i th in the d i s t r i c t fu r ther re f lec ts a period of 
decline and stagnation in the mid to la te 19th century, when few had the means 
to a l te r or demolish the i r community's older residences. The subsequent 
i n f l ux of summer residents at the close of the 19th century were at t racted by 
the v i l l a g e ' s seaside locat ion and picturesque antique dwel l ings. Thus the 
h i s t o r i c resources of the Old Shipbuilders H is to r ic D i s t r i c t f u l f i l Cr i te r ion 
C of the National Register of H is tor ic Places as well-preserved bui ld ings 
contructed pr imar i l y during the Federal per iod, as well as Cr i t e r i a A and B, 
as re f lec t ions of Duxbury's successful ear ly 19th century maritime commercial 
economy and the v i l l age residents who most s i g n i f i c a n t l y contr ibuted to the 
v i l l a g e ' s growth and development. 
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I 

72 

54 

58 

55 

57 

I 

aa 

I 

bb 

Historic Name 

Caot. David Cushman House 

Jonathan Smith House 

Levi Sampson House 

Joshua Winsor House 

Sail l o f t 

141 

I 

Street Address 

2 Anchorage Lane 

33 Anchorage Lane 

45 Cedar Street 

1 Fort H i l l Lane 

2 Fort H i l l Lane 

9 Fort H i l l Lane 

18 Fort H i l l Lane 

24 Fort H i l l Lane 

37 Fort H i l l Lane 

7 Freeman Place 

16 Freeman Place 

30 Freeman Place 

33 Freeman Place 

8 Josselyn Avenue 

Date of Construction 

ca. 1840 

ca. 1950 

1822 

1856 

1803 

1920 

ca. 1800 

1975 

ca. 1812 

ca. 1960 

ca. 1920 

ca. 1920. 20th c. 
al te ra t ions 

ca. 1920 

ca. 1960 

1 . 

Sty le 

Greek Revival 

NC 

Federal: Hip-roof , 
Center chimney 

Greek Revival 

Federal: Hip roof . 
Center chimney 

Cape-style cottage 

Federal cot tage: 
Double chimney 

NC 

former sai l l o f t , 
now residence—NC 

NC 

Gambrel Colonial 
Revival—NC 

Colonial Revival~NC 

Colonial Revival 

NC 

m 
I = in t rus ions (bui ldings b u i l t a f t e r 1930) 
a - cc = noncontributing bui ld ings (constructed w i th in period of s igni f icance but no longer re ta in ing i n t e g r i t y ) V = vacant l o t s 
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56 

42 

43 

I 

44 

I 

I 

39 

134 

52 

I 

63 

64 

65/13 

66/14 

George Frazer House 

Town Landing 

Duxbury Yacht Club 

Partridge Cottage 

Capt. Samuel Delano J r . House 

Ship Carpenter's Housing 

Street Address 

11 Josselyn Avenue 

11 Long Point Lane 

17 Long Point Lane 

19 Long Point Lane 

32 Longpoint Lane 

Mattakeeset Court 

31 Mattakeeset Court 

32 Mattakeeset Court 

Partridge Road 

36 Plumfield Lane 

42 Plumfi eld Lane 

Date of Construction 

ca. 1920 

c a . 1840 

ca. 1885 

1950 

1831 

20th century 

1913 

1 ate 17th century 

1780 

1840, altered 20th c. 

Isaac Chandler House 

Nathaniel Weston House 

51 Plumfi eld Lane 1955 

6 Powder Point Ave. c a . 1810 

10 Powder Point Ave. ca. 1806 

14 Powder Point Ave. 1809 

22 Powder Point Ave. 1812 

Style 

Cottage 

Greek Revival 

Shingle Style 

NC 

Federal: Gable roof, 
twin-chimney 

Public Town Landing 

NC 

Tudor Revival 

F i r s t Period cottage 

Georgian: Hip roof, 
center chimney 

Federal: Hip roof, 
4 chimneys—NC 

NC 

Federal: Hip roof, 
center chimney 

Federal: Hip-roof, 
center chimney 

Federal cottage: 
Center chimney 

Federal: Hip-roof, 
Center chimney 
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67 

68/20 

Second Reuben Drew House 

First Reuben Drew House 

Street Address Date of Construction 

30 Powder Point Ave. 1809 

36 Powder Point Ave. 1806 

3. 

Style 

Federal: Hip roof. 
Center chimney 

Federal: Hip roof. 
Center chimney 

69 

60 

70/47 

71 

81 

73 

Charles Drew House 

Duxburv Bank 

Capt. Briggs Thomas House 

Samuel Frazer House 

Rebecca Frazer House 

44 Powder Point Ave. 

52 Powder Point Ave. 

11 River Lane 

21 River Lane 

45 River Lane 

44 River Lane 

ca. 1800, 20th c. 
al te ra t ions 

1785 

1920, mid 20th c. 
al te ra t ions 

1927, mid 20th c. 
al te ra t ions 

1890, mid 20th c. 
a l te ra t ions 

ca. 1830 

3 St. George Street 1833 

10 St . George Street ca. 1830 

36 St. George Street 1880, 20th c. a l tera t ions 

47 St. George Street ca. 1750 

56 St. George Street 1829 

Gambrel Cape—NC 

Georgian: Hio roo f . 
Center chimney 

Dutch Colonial 
Revival —NC 

Cape-style cottage— 
NC 

Former barn, now 
residence—NC 

Federal: br ick 
end, hip roof 

Greek Revival 

Federal: br ick end, 
hip roof 

formerly Queen Anne--
NC 

Georgian: center 
chimney 

Federal: hip roof , 
center chimney 
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I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

74 

75 

I 

80 

79 

76 

78 

77 

115 

122 

121 

116 

brick church 

brick rectory 

Samuel Winslow House 

Edward Winslow House 

George Winslow House 

Joseph S. Thomas House 

Street Address 

62 St. George Street 

62 St. George Street 

63 St. George Street 

69 St. George Street 

75 St. George Street 

79 St. George Street 

80 St. George Street 

86 St. George Street 

98 St. George Street 

101 St. George Street 

14 Surplus Street 

15 Surplus Street 

23 Surplus Street 

26 Surplus Street 

Date of Construction 

1934 

1934 

ca. 1930 

ca. 1955 

1980 

ca. 1955 

ca. 1820 

1795 

1960 

1833 

105 St. George Street 1797 

108 S t . George Street 1805 

113 St. George Street 1880 

125 St. George Street 1828 

1824 

ca. 1800 

1830 

1830 

4 . 

Style 

NC 

NC 

NC 

NC 

NC 

NC 

Center-chimney Cape 

Cape-style cottage 

NC 

Federal: gable roof , 
twin chimneys 

Cape 

Federal: Hip roo f , 
center chimney 

Second Empire 
cottage 

Federal: hip roof , 
twin chimneys 

Cape 

2-story Cape-style 
cottage, wi th 
2-story vest ibule 

Cape 

Greek Revival 
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117 

120 

119 

118 

e 

17 

1 

2 

I 

G 

139 

3 

138 

137 

4 

b 

Capt. Micah Soule House 

Capt. Waite Wadsworth House 

St . Margaret's Convent 

St . Margaret's Convent 

Street Address 

32 Surplus Street 

33 Surplus Street 

37 Surplus Street 

47 Surplus Street 

17 Tralee Lane 

25 Tralee Lane 

31 Washington Street 

36 Washington Street 

41 Washington Street 

42 Washington Street 

47 Washington Street 

50 Washington Street 

51 Washington Street 

62 Washington Street 

Date of Construction 

1811 

1790 

ca. 1890 

ca. 1800 

ca. 1920, mid 20th c. 
al te ra t ions 

ca. 1750 

1785 

ca. 1780, wi th 20th c. 
al te ra t ions 

ca. 1900 

1945 

ca. 1900, mid 20th c. 
al te ra t ions 

1840 

ca. 1850 

1795 

72 Washington Street ca. 1810 

85 Washington Street 

87 Washington Street 

ca. 1740 

ca. 1740, 20th c. 
a l te ra t ions 

5. 

Style 

Cape-style cottage 

Federal cottage 
wi th in tegra l leanto 

Queen Anne 

Cape-style cottage 

NC 

Cape 

Center-chimney 
Cape 

Cape-style 
cottage—NC 

Bungalow 

NC 

Bungalow—NC 

Greek Revival 

G^ le - roo f farmhouse 

Georgian: hip roof , 
twin chimneys 

Federal: hip roo f , 
twin chimneys 

Georgi an 

Former barn, 
now residence—NC 



OLD SHIPBUILDERS HISTORIC DISTRICT. DUXBURY. MA 
DISTRICT DATA SHEET 

Map #/MHC # Historic Name Street Address Date of Construction 

93 Washington Street ca . 1920 

6. 

Style 

Dutch Colonial 
Revival 

I 102 Washington Street 1960 NC 

6 Garni el Wadsworth House 105 Washington Street ca . 1850 Greek Revival 

I 110 Washington Street 1940 NC 

I 120 Washington Street ca . 1965 NC 

7 129 Washington Street ca. 1900 Bungalow 

a 131 Washington Street ca . 1900 Converted 
Boathouse—NC 

X 140 Washington Street ca. 1850, 20th c . 
al terations 

Hip-roof Federal--
NC 

136/56 John Winslow House 148 Washington Street 1805 Federal: Hip roof 

153 Washington Street ca . 1955 N€ 

135 Partridge Farm 154 Washington Street 17th c . core, 
ca . 1800 exterior 

Federal: Hip roof. 
Center chimney 

165 Washington Street 1955 NC 

175 Washington Street 1950 NC 

191 Washington Street ca. 1960 NC 

133 George Higgins House 206 Washington Street 1839 Gable-roof 
Farmhouse 

216 Washington Street ca. 1950 NC 

8 221 Washington Street 1850 Greek Revival 



OLD SHIPBUILDERS HISTORIC DISTRICT. DUXBURY, MA 
DISTRICT DATA SHEET 

7. 

Map #/MHC # Historic Name Street Address Date of Construction Style 

132 226 Washington Street 1806 Federal: Hip roof, 
twin chimneys 

9 231 Washington Street ca. 1850 Greek Revival 

131 232 Washington Street 1806 Federal: Hip roof. 
Center chimney 

d 237 Washington Street ca. 1920. 20th c. 
al terations 

Cape-style cottage— 
NC 

130 238 Washington Street 1840 Federal: Hip roof. 
Center chimney 

129 Henry Wadsworth House 244 Washington Street 1797 Cape: Center chimney 

I 245 Washington Street ca. 1960 NC 

128 252 Washington Street ca. 1815 Federal: Hip roof. 
Center chimney 

10 255 Washington Street ca. 1920 Cape 

I 260 Washington Street 1950 NC f 

n Henry Wadsworth I I House 265 Washington Street 1853 Greek Revival 

127 Joseph Prior House 274 Washington Street 1797 Cape: Center Chimney 

12 277 Washington Street ca. 1820 Federal: Hip roof 

126 278 Washington Street ca. 1831 Federal: Hip roof. 
Twin chimneys 

13 Ziba Hunt House 281 Washington Street 1802 Cape: Center chimney 

125 286 Washington Street ca. 1790 Late Georgian: 
Hip roof, center 
chimney 
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8. 

Map #/MHC # Historic Name Street Address Date of Construction Style 

14/40 Snow Magoun House 291 Washington Street 1805 Federal: Hip roof. 
Center chimney 

124 Lemuel Harlow House 294 Washington Street 1804 Federal: Hip roof. 
Center chimney 

15 Avery Richards House 301 Washington Street 1812 Federal 

123 Bartlett Holmes House 302 Washington Street 1803 Center-chimney Cape 

16 Studley Sampson House 309 Washington Street ca . 1806 Cape 

114 Benjamin Bosworth House 310 Washington Street 1794 Federal: Hip roof. 
Center chimney 

18/45 Joshua Cushing House 313 Washington Street 1792 , Federal: Hip roof. 
Center chimney 

113 Peterson's Store 318 Washington Street ca . 1800 3/4 Cape-style 
cottage 

112 Pel eg Churchill House 326 Washington Street 1794 
k 

Cape-style cottage: 
Gambrel Roof 

111 Zaddock Bradford House 332 Washington Street ca . 1790 

1 

Late Georgian: 
Hip roof. Center 
chimney 

110/18 Ahira Wadsworth House 338 Washington Street 1803 Federal: Hip roof. 
Twin chimneys 

23 341 Washington Street 1786 3/4 Cape-style 
cottage 

I 346 Washington Street ca. 1945 NC 

24 Lot Stetson House 349 Washington Street 1787 Gambrel Cape 
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9. 

Mao #/MHC # Historic Name Street Address Date of Construction Style 

25 Jesse Howard House 353 Washinston Street 1796 Cape: Center Chimney 

I 354 Washington Street 1956 NC 

26 363 Washington Street ca. 1920 Shingle style 

109 Jenny Alden House 366 Washington Street ca. 1804 Cape: 4 chimneys 

27 Charles Winsor House 369 Washington Street 1805 Cape: Center chimney 

108 Otis Winsor House 372 Washington Street 1810 Federal: Hip roof. 
Center chimney 

w 378 Washington Street ca. 1840 Greek Revival 

1 381 Washington Street 1900 Cape-style cottage 

I 387 Washington Street 1956 NC 

107 Winsor Inn/Second Nathaniel 
Winsor House 

390 Washington Street 1803 Federal: Hip roof. 
Twin chimneys 

33 397 Washington Street 1890 Colonial Revival 

A 401 Washington Street ca. 1920 Cape 

35 Sanford Windsor House 403 Washington Street ca. 1885 Colonial Revival 

106 Pilgrim Church 404 Washington Street 1844 Greek Revival 

34 First Nathaniel Winsor House 405 Washington Street 1800 Federal 

105 Methodist Episcopal Church 410 Washington Street ca. 1796 Federal: Hip roof 

104 416 Washington Street ca. 1796 Federal: Hip roof 

n r- 422 Washington Street ca. 1840, 20th c. 
alterations 

Greek Revival—NC 



OLD SHIPBUILDERS HISTORIC DISTRICT, DUXBURY, MA 
DISTRICT DATA SHEET 

Map #/MHC # Historic Name 

02 

01 

36 

37 

00 

Sprague Hall 

Duxbury Coal 4 Lumber 

Sweetser West India Goods 

Seth Sprague Jr. House 

Street Address Date of Construction 

430 Washington Street ca. 1800 

433 Washington Street 1935 

433B Washington Street 1935 

Washington Street 

Washington Street 

Washington Street 

440 Washington Street 

Washington Street 

449 Washington Street 

453 Washington Street 

457 Washington Street 

20th c. yacht storage, 
marine building 

20th c. yacht storage, 
marine building 

20th c. yacht storage, 
marine building 

1760, with ca. 1840 
alterations 

20th c. yacht storage, 
marine building 

445 Washington Street 1962 

447 Washington Street 1850 

ca. 1890, mid 20th 
al terations 

20th century 

ca. 1850 

457 Washington Street 1960 

469 Washington Street ca. 1833 

476 Washington Street 1813 

10. 

Style 

Center-chimney Cape 

NC 

NC 

NC 

NC 

NC 

Greek Revival 

NC 

NC 

Former sail loft, 
now residence 

Colonial Revival—NC 

NC 

Former wharf 
building, now shops 

NC 

Greek Revival 

Federal: Hip roof, 
Four chimney. Monitor 
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11 . 

Map #/MHC # Historic Name Street Address Date of Construction Style 

38/1 Third Nathaniel Winsor House 479 Washington Street 1807 Federal: Hip roof. 
Three story. 
Pall adian window 

99 486 Washington Street ca. 1815 Federal: Hip roof 

40 Thomas Winsor House 489 Washington Street 1780 Georgian: Hip roof 

41 499 Washington Street ca. 1855 Greek Revival 

98 500 Washington Street ca. 1850 Greek Revival 

45 517 Washington Street ca. 1833 Former joinery, now 
residence 

I 520 Washington Street 1950 NC 

46 Congregational Parsonage 523 Washington Street 1840 Greek Revival 

97 George Prior House 526 Washington Street 1851 Greek Revival 

96 Sol omon Washburn House 534 Washington Street 1805 Federal: Hip roof. 
Brick end 

47 Mattakeeset Hall 535 Washington Street ca. 1886 Queen Anne 

95 538 Washington Street ca. 1865 Colonial Revival 

48 541 Washington Street ca. 1830 Greek Revival 

94 546 Washington Street 1900 Colonial Revival 

I Washington Street 20th c. yacht storage 
marine building 

NC 

49 555 Washington Street ca. 1890 Former barn, 
now residence 
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12. 

Map #/MHC # Historic Name Street Address Date of Construction Style 

93 Eden Sampson House 558 Washington Street 1826 Cape w/columned 
porti CO 

50 Dr. N.K. Noyes House 561 Washington Street ca. 1890 Queen Anne 

92 William Bradford House 562 Washington Street 1841 Greek Revival 

51 Joseph Prior House 563 Washington Street 1847 Cape 

n Wetheril1's Barn 569 Washington Street 1857 Former barn, 
now residence—NC 

91 570 Washington Street 1835 Greek Revival 

90 576 Washington Street ca. 1840 Greek Revival 

I 577 Washington Street 1934 NC 

89 584 Washington Street ca, 1850 Greek Revival 

53 Masonic Lodge 585 Washington Street ca. 1801 Federal 

88 590 Washington Street ca. 1850 Greek Revival 

0 595 Washington Street 1898, 20th c. alterations Colonial Revival—NC 

87 598 Washington Street 1815 Federal: Hip roof 

86 Zenus Faunce House 604 Washington Street 1815 Federal: Hip roof 

85 Ichabod Sampson House 612 Washington Street 1801 Federal: Hip roof. 
Central chimney 

59 Augustus Sampson House 615 Washington Street 1826 Federal: Gable roof. 
End chimney 

84 Deacon George Loring House 620 Washington Street 1820 Federal: Hip roof. 
Brick end 
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Map #/MHC # Histor ic Name 

P 

I 

I 

61 Boathouse 

83 Tldegates 

62 

19 

22/41 

20 

21/40 

I 

g 

Charles Drew House 

Gorham Emerson House 

James Winsor House 

Joseph White House 

Job Sampson House 

Street Address Date of Construction 

625 Washington Street 1900, mid 20th c. 

alterations 

629 Washington Street ca. 1948 

630 Washington Street 1950 

641 Washington Street ca. 1890 

644 Washington Street 1893 

661 Washington Street 

1 Water Street 

2 Water Street 

11 Water Street 

12 Water Street 

24 Water Street 

33 Water Street 

17 Winsor Street 

ca. 1915, mid 20th c. 
al terations 

685 Washington Street 1826 

1828 

1796 

1808 

1794 

ca. 1920, mid 20th c. 
alterations 

ca. 1936 

ca. 1920, mid 20th c, 
a l te ra t ions 

13. 

Style 

Colonial Revival—NC 

NC 

NC 

Vernacular Indus t r ia l 

Former g r i s t m i l l , 
now residence 

Bungalow—NC 

Federal: Hip roo f . 
Center chimney 

Cape-style cottage 
wi th in tegra l leanto 

3/4 Cape, Gambrel 
roof 

Federal 

Georgian: Hip roof. 
Center chimney 

Cottage—NC 

NC 

Bungalow—NC 

30 Spenser Winsor House 18 Winsor Street 1801 Federal: Hip roof 
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Map #/MHC # Historic Name 

29 Sampson Winsor House 

h 

28 

31 

32 

Samuel Winsor House 

Street Address 

22 Winsor Street 

23 Winsor Street 

32 Winsor Street 

44 Winsor Street 

46 Winsor Street 

Date of Construction 

1787 

ca. 1920, with mid 20th c. 
alterations 

1787 

1925 

1926 

14. 

Style 

Federal: Hip roof 

Bungalow—NC 

Cape: Center chimney 

Bungalow 

Bungalow 



WASO Form - 177 
("R" June 1984) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET 

Old Shipbuilder's Historic District 
Plymouth County 
MASSACHUSETTS 

n resubmission 
cn nomination by person or local government 
n owner objection 
im appeal 

Substantive Review: O sample • 

JUL 2 5 1986 

request • appeal 

Worthing No. 
Fed. Reg. Date: 
Date Due: 
Action: _±r?^CCEPT 

7 ' ' . . , ^ RETURN 
REJECT. 

Federal Agency: 

C] NR decision 

Reviewer's comments: 

Recom./Criteria. 
Reviewer 
Discipline 
Date 

see continuation sheet 

Nomination returned for: .technical corrections cited ijeiow 
.substantive reasons discussed below 

1. Name 

2. Location 

3. Classification 

Category Ownership 
Public Acquisition 

Status 
Accessible 

Present Use 

4. Owner of Property 

5. Location of Legal Description 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

Has this property been determined eligible? • yes • no 

7. Description 

Condition 

excellent 

CD good 

• fair 

I I deteriorated 

I I ruins 

I I unexposed 

Check one 
unaltered 

altered 

Check one 

• original site 

moved date. 

Describe the present and original (if Icnown) physical appearance 

cn summary paragraph 
cn completeness 
cn clarity 
I I alterations/integrity 
I I dates 
I I boundary selection 



8. Significance 

Period Areas of Significance—Checl< and justify laelow 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

cn summary paragraph 
cn completeness '• 
cn clarity 
cn applicable criteria 
cn justification of areas checlced 
cn relating significance to the resource 
cn context 
cn relationship of integrity to significance 
cn justification of exception 
cn other 

9. Major Bibliographical References 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of nominated property 
Quadrangle name 
UTM References 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

11. Form Prepared By 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state local 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title date 

13. Other 

cn Maps 
cn Photographs 
• Other 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to . 

Signed — — Date Phone: 

G P O 91 8 - 4 5 0 

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet 
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The Commonwealth of Massachusetts 
Office of the Secretary of State 

Michael Joseph Connolly, Secretary 

Massachusetts Historical Commission 
Valerie A. Talmage 
E.xeculive Director 
State Historic Preservation Officer 

July 21, 1986 

Carol Shull 

National Register of Historic Places 
Department of Interior 
National Park Service 
P.O. Box 37127 
Washington, DC 20013-7127 

Dear Ms. Shull, 

Enclosed you w i l l find the following ncxnination forms: 

Duxbury, OLD SHIPBUIIDER'S HISTORIC DISTRICT, located on both sides of 
Washington Street from Ro\Mden Avenue to just north of South Duxbury. 

Harwich, BERRY, CAPTAIN JAMES HOUSE, 37 Main Street, 

Harwich, SOUIH MEHHCDIST CHURCH, 270 Chatham Hoad. 

Needham, SMITH, JAMES HOUSE, 706 Great Plain Avenue. 

All have been voted eligible by the State Review Board and have been 
signed by the State Historic Preservation Officer. Owners were notified 
of pending State Review Board consideration 30-75 days before the 
meeting and were afforded the opportunity to coiiinent. Coranents 
received to date are attached to the nonination forms. 

Sincerely, 

Sarah J, Zimnerman 
Director, Preservation Planning 
Massachusetts Historical Conmission 

SJZ/dr 

80 Boylston Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02116 (617) 727-8470 


