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OWNER'S NAME:

Mrs. Goebel Porter
STREET AND NUMBER:

Old Frankfort, Pike
CITY OR TOWN:
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Kentucky Heritage Commission 
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CONDITION

(Check One) 

|~] Excellent KI Good f7] Fair L7I Deteriorated Cl Ruins [31 Unexposed

(Check One) 

Altered j^] Unaltered

(Check One) 

(71 Moved Qj) Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (If known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Allenhurst, Doric Greek Revival house with extremely fine attention to 
detail, is considered by architectural historian Clay Lancaster to be "one 
of the finest of its type in construction, proportion and detail." He said 
he had examined some four hundred Central Kentucky buildings before he 
wrote to the owner, "of them all, I like this one the best."

two story house is two rooms deep. It has triple windows with stone 
lintels on all three levels, including the basement. A deep cornice is de- 
corat.ed with triglyphs. Fluted Doric columnp are apaired on either; side 
of the central entrance. A side porch is still intact. Pilasters are used 
around the building. A long slave house in ruins is in the back yardr** 
Floors are ash, and a circular mahogany, staircase extends to the upper 
level. The basement, used for cooking, is outfitted with a silent butler 
which carried food to the dining room above. It is still operative. Plaster 
cornices appear in the parlor and the master bedroom. Goldleaf and ster 
ling silver borders are also used in these cornices.

The room across the hall from theparlor has a pedimented Greek motif. 
Qherwise, the heavy frames w4$}Ty*5£fc--ears are the rule.
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' Kentucky's leading architectural historian, Clay Lancaster, author of Ante 
i:'Bellum House Of The Blue Grass, considers Allenhurst to be "one of the 
finest of its type in construction, proportion and architectural detail." The 
architect had examined 400 -buildings in Kentucky and wrote to the owner 
Mrs. Goebel Porter that "of them all, I like this one the best." He believe 
the house was designed by Major Thomas Lewinski, one of the two foremosjt 
Greek Revival architects of the day. He said a plate from Edward Shaw's 
Civil Architecture, was used for the embellishments.

Called Oakland byi: early owners, this house presents a complete picture 
cf the application of triple windows, even on the basement level. Its 
Doric columns are fluted, unusual in this area. The house, rich in detail, 
is also rich in legend. Tradition recalls that Kentucky prisoners under the: 
care of Keeper of the Penitentiary, Newton Craig, built the house for Grain's 
cousin, William G. Craig, a Baptist minister and instructor at Georgetown 
College. Newton Craig served as keeper from March 1844 through 1855. 
His energies in applying the energy of Commonwealth prisoners netted a 
total of $59,727, of which Craig retain $37,000 as provided by law. The 
first owner, son of Toliver and Elizabeth Johnson Craig, acquired the land 
on which this house stands from William Suggett, his father-in-law. The 
Craig's son, James William Craig, sold the property to George C. 
Branham, who left it by will to his daughter, Sallie Johnson, widow of 
John 'II. Johnson. Sallie married J.W. Bradley, the second marriage for 
both parties.^In 1911 the farm was bought by H.C. Alien, grandfather of 
the present owner. Mr. Alien renamed the farm Allenhurst and started 
the original United States herd of Aberdeen Angus cattle on this place. 
He was the founder of the Amsripa,^Angus Association, and his son, 
J. Harvey Alien, was the^^ara^rV^r^ first president of the Kentucky 
Angus Association.i



Ann Bevins, "Noted Architect Likes Allenhurst Best," The Lexington Leader
April 21, 1967.
Clay Lancaster, Ante Bellum Houses of the Blue Grass (Lexington: 1961)
pp. 91-96.
Mrs. Goebel (Porter, letter to Ann Bevins, Aprils, 1967 concerning architec]
Clay Lancaster's written impression (to her) about Allenhurst,
The Kentucky Penitentiary, 1799-1911, series of bound,reppr,ts in library of
Kentucky Historical Society.
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