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1. Name
historic r.pnt.ral .Square Hi<;t.nrir ni<;t.rirt.
and or common same

2. Location

street & number Central Square, Monroe, Union and Willow Streets N/A not for publication
city, town Lynn ‘AN vicinity of
state Massachusetts code 025 county Essex code 029
3. Classification
Ca”gory Ownership Status Present Use
district public A occupied agriculture museum
building(s) A private unoccupied X_commercial park
structure both work in progress educational private residence
site Public Acquisition Accessible entertainment religious
object in process X yes: restricted government scientific
li/Abeing considered yes: unrestricted industrial transportation
no military other:

4. Owner of Property

nane Mil tiple (SeeContinuation Sheet)

street & number

city, town vicinity of state

5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Essex Soutii Registry of Deeds
street & number 32 Federal Street
city, town Salem state  MA 0197C

6. Representation in Existing Surveys
Inventory of Historic Assets

*Na  of the nmmnv\pal th has this property been determined eligible? yes no

date Decenber 1984 See District Data Sheet federal state county local
_ for FormMinbers

depository for survey records Massachusetts Historical Conmission

city, town 80 Boylston Street, Boston state M 02117,



7- Description central square Historic District, Lynn, MA

Condition Check one Check one
X excellent deteriorated JL™ unaltered original site
X- good ruins X altered moved date
X fair unexposed

Desb#ibe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

The Central Square Historic District is located in Lynn, Massachusetts, a
manufacturing city approximately 10 miles north of Boston. The district is
located on the north side of the Boston & Maine elevated railroad bed and
includes buildings that face or are immediately adjacent to Central Square at
the center of the Lynn business district. The Central Square Historic
District, which encompasses approximately one acre and includes structures on
Central Square, Munroe, Union, and Willow Streets, contains 15 buildings of
which only one has been desighated as noncontributing due to severe alteration.

The Central Square Historic District is a well-preserved commercial area
developed during the 1890s and early 1900s. The area is exclusively
commercial in character and is surrounded by a mix of commercial and
manufacturing structures on the north, east, and west; the southern boundary
consists of the Boston & Maine railroad tracks. Since the arrival of the
railroad in the 1830s, the area has been the commercial center of the city,
and much of its character is derived from the district's four- and five-story
late-Victorian buildings. No public open spaces exist in the district, and
commercial buildings occupy their entire lots. The irregular intersection of
streets in the district has created several odd-shaped lots whose buildings
add diversity to the area. Notable examples are the triangular-shaped
Security Trust Company (66 Central Square), formed by the intersection of
Willow and Central Streets, and the curved Woodbury Building (129-155 Munroe
Street), which occupies the block between Central Square and Washington Street.

While most buildingsdate from the reconstruction of Lynn's central business
district following the disastrous Fire of 1889, four buildings date from the
early twentieth century and are representative of the city's commercial
development during its last major period of industrial prosperity {pre-1929).
For the most part, buildings within the district are of masonry construction,
between three and five stories high. Nearly all buildings within the district
were designed by local architects and are important examples of late Victorian
and early twentieth-century architectural styles. The Panel Brick-style
Mowers' Block, 1-11 Willow Street (1891), was listed on the National Register
in 1982. TFe following is a description of key and representative buildings
within the Central Square Historic District, arranged chronologically by date
of construction.

Tebbetts Factory, 19-29 Willow Street (1880, MHC #466).

A five-story Panel Brick-style building, the Tebbetts Factory stands at the
northwest boundary of the 1889 Fire; the building's masonry construction and
fire shutters were cited in local accounts as features that helped stop the
fire from spreading further northward into adjoining residential areas. Used
originally as a shoe factory, the building was constructed for Charles

Continued
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Property Oamers
Regi ster Historic District

Rol f e House Associ ates
75 Chapnman Street
Provi dence, Rhode |sland 02905

Wlliam A andJulia Lanbros
152 Myrtle Street
Lynn, Massachusetts 01905

Central Square Building Realty
Cor p.

86 Long Wharf

Boston, Massachusetts 02101

John Hatzis
69 Park Street
Lynn, Massachusetts 01901

Dora Shulkin Realty Trust
Arnold S Shulkin, Trustee
33 Central Square

Lynn, Massachusetts 01901

Step Upo Wth Lynn, I nc.
Room 315

City Hall

Lynn, Massachusetts 01901

Step Upo Wth Lynn, I nc.
Room 315

City Hall

Lynn, Massachusetts 01901

Richard H Riley
46 Central Square
Lynn, Massachusetts 01901

Woodbury Building Realty Trust
727 Revere Beach Par kway
Revere, Massachusetts 02151

Swago Cor p.
23 Central Avenue
Lynn, Massachusetts 01901
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Lynn Union Corp.
347 Union Street
Lynn, Massachusetts 01902

Pevear Building Corp.
587 Beacon Street
Bost on, Massachusetts 02159

6 3817 5 Separate Trust

First National Bank of Boston
100 Federal Street

Bost on, Massachusetts 02110

Wl low Apartments Assoc.
11 Beacon Street
Boston, Masssachusetts 02108
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Tebbetts, a local shoe manufacturer who came to Lynn at the time of the Civil
War and subsequently bought the shoe-manufacturing business of his employer,
Lucian Newhall. Alterations to the building's windows and first floor have

not significantly obscured its design.

New Bergengren Block. 1-21 Central Square (1890, MHC #418).

The first new building to be constructed in the central business district
following the Fire of 1889, the New Bergengren Block is also the district's
only building with a metal facade. The building was designed by Edwin Earp,
Jr., and Wheeler and Northend, Lynn architects. Built on two lots leased by
Dr. Frederick Bergengren, the building's curved facade follows the line of the
junction of Union Street and Central Square. As originally designed, the
structure was three stories high with a clock tower at its curved southeast
corner; ca. 1915-1920, this arrangement was altered by the addition of two
stories of offices, bringing the building to its present height. The building
retains its ornate pressed-metal facings, including lonic pilasters, wreaths,
recessed panels, and a pulvinated frieze with festoons on the lower stories.

Woodbury Building, 129-155 Munroe Street (1890, MHC #415).

Built in 1890 on the site of five wooden buildings that were destroyed in the
Fire of 1889, the Woodbury Building, designed by Lynn architect Henry W.
Rogers, is Lynn's most sophisticated example of Romanesque Revival-style
commercial architecture, possessing carved sandstone trimmings, arched
windows, curved corner bays, and decorative swag panels between the windows of
the second and third stories. The building's design is the result of a design
competition from which Rogers' plan was selected over a French
Renaissance-style design submitted by Wheeler & Northend. The building was
constructed for John Page Woodbury, a native of Atkinson, New Hampshire, who
came to Lynn in 1854 and subsequently became an important real estate
developer.

Keith Building, 50-56 Central Square (1890, MHC #416).

A good local example of Romanesque Revival-style architecture, the Keith
Building is a four-story structure built of pressed red brick and trimmed with
gray granite from Concord, New Hampshire. It is the work of another Lynn
architect, Penn Varney. Characteristic of the commercial buildings
constructed around Central Square in 1890, the structure originally contained
two storefronts, offices, and "club or society rooms" on the upper floors.
The original owner of the property was Ira Keith, a lawyer whose offices were
in the building.

Continued
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Pevear Building, 101-127 Munroe Street (1891, MHC #419).

Standing at the southern edge of the area burned in 1889 is the Pevear
Building, one of the largest and best-preserved commercial/industrial
buildings in Lynn. Described in contemporary sources as being "in the
conventional style of business architecture,” the building is a five-story
Romanesque Revival-style brick structure built around an interior courtyard
that contains a boiler house. It was designed by Henry W. Rogers. Major
elevations are faced with pressed red brick and trimmed with sandstone. As
was the case with numerous other factory buildings in the vicinity of Central
Square, the first story of the Pevear Building originally contained
storefronts, while the upper floors were designed to contain the Pevears'
leather factory.

Dagyr Building, 13-17 Willow Street, (1891, ML #412).

Built of buff-colored brick and trimmed with granite and sandstone, the Dagyr
Building is a unigque local example of Romanesque Revival-style architecture,
having its many fine decorative details, which include granite ashlar facings
at the first two stories, an oval window set in a carved granite surround,
carved pilaster capitals, and arched window heads. Named for John Adam Dagyr,
an Englishmen who is believed to have introduced the manufacture of shoes into
Lynn during the eighteenth century, this building was constructed for William
Keene as a rental factory building.

Security Trust Company, 66 Central Square (1914, #411).

Built at the height of Lynn's industrial development, the eight-story Security
Trust Company Building, with monumental lonic pilasters at the first two
stories and other Classical Revival-style details, is one of the city's most
ambitious commercial buildings, both for its large scale and decorative
details. Although the original classical cornice has been removed, a wide
band of glazed tile decoration beneath it survives. The building possesses a
"flat-iron" plan that covers the entirety of its lot at the west end of
Central Square, the heart of the central business district.

Lynn Manufacturer's Bank. 341-347 Union Street (1890, with 1916 facade).

Originally part of the New Bergengren Block, the Lynn Manufacturer's Bank
Building is a three-story brick structure that was entirely refaced in 1916
with a monumental Classical Revival-style facade of dressed limestone.
Designed by Thomas James, a prominent Boston architect of the early twentieth
century, the building retains its fluted Corinthian pilasters and modillioned
cornice. r Ne A
Continued
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Located in the center of Lynn's central business district, structures in the
Central Square Historic District have maintained much of their historic
integrity. Alterations have been minimal, confined mainly to reversible
storefront and second-floor remodeling. In the years following a devastating
1981 fire, which destroyed much of the surrounding area, there has been
considerable interest in rehabilitation within the district. Several
buildings in the district have undergone or are currently undergoing
rehabilitation. Both the Pevear Building and the New Bergengren Block are
being rehabilitated according to the Secretary of Interior's Standards, while
the Woodbury Building and Tebbetts Factory have also sustained sensitive
alterations.



8. Significance Central Sguare Historic District, Lynn, M

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below
prehistoric archeology-prehistoric community planning landscape architecture religion
1400-1499 archeology-historic conservation law science
1500-1599 agriculture economics literature sculpture
1600-1699 architecture education military social/
_ 1700-1799 art engineering music humanitarian
1800-1899 commerce exploration/settlement philosophy theater
1900- communications industry politics government transportation
invention X_, other (specify)
comniijni ty
Builder/Architect Various devel opnent

statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

The Central Square Historic District possesses integrity of location, design,
setting, materials, and workmanship as well as important historical
associations with Lynn's commercial development during its period of peak
industrial growth (ca. 1890-1925). The district features well-preserved
buildings in late Victorian styles, erected during an intense period of
construction following the Fire of 1889, which possess historical associations
with several of the city's leading nineteenth-century architects. The Central
Square Historic District thus fulfills Criteria A and C of the National
Register of Historic Places on the 1ocal level.

The development of Central Square and the surrounding area was integral to
Lynn's growth as one of the nation's leading shoe manufacturing centers during
the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. Prior to the opening of the
Eastern Railroad and its depot at Central Square in 1838. this section of the
city had consisted of unoccupied fields with only a few scattered houses.
However, by 1856, the railroad had become so important to the shipment of raw
goods and finished products that forty-nine of the seventy-four manufacturers
listed on an 1856 map of Lynn were located in the vicinity of Central Square.

This early explosive growth resulted in the unplanned and dense development of
the area with wood-frame shoe shops, houses, and commercial buildings. With
the continued growth of local shoe manufacturing during the Civil War, the
density of development within the district increased. Although contemporary
sources frequently expressed concern about the fire hazard posed by the area's
closely built wooden buildings, only a few scattered brick buildings were
constructed prior to 1889. Thus, when a fire began at Central Square and
burned the majority of the central business district in 1889. local newspapers
reported the event with a sense of its inevitability: "The expected has
happened, what Lynn has always dreaded has at last transpired and the business
portion of our city is a smoking ruin.” (Lynn City Item, Wednesday, November
27, 1889, p.l)

Coming at a time of prosperity, the Fire of 1889 did not weaken the city's
commercial or industrial development, but rather provided an opportunity to
rebuild the core of the city at a more substantial scale than had previously
existed. According to the Lynn City Item, before the ashes had cooled, new
buildings were being planne’T A strong sense of community pride was pervasive
during the rebuilding, fostered in part by the Item, which published plans for
new buildings, illustrating more than forty-eight between March 1890 and
October 1892. In addition, the city imposed new building codes within the
central business district, requiring that all new buildings be of masonry
construction.

Conti nued
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10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property appros®_ 1 acre

Quadrangle scale 1:25,000
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Verbal boundary description and justification

See Continuation Sheet

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state N/A code county code

state code county code

11. Form Prepared By

Betsy Friedberg, Preservation Planner, Massachusetts Historical Commission
namettitle with Brian Pfeiffer, ACT

organizaton  Mass. Historical Commission date September 1985
street & number 80 Boylston Street telephone 727-8470
city or town Boston state MA 02116

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state local

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service.

State Historic Preservation Officer signature

state Historic Preservation Officer
title Valerie A. Talmage, Executive Director date

For NPS use only

| hereby certify that this prop vy is included in the National Register
Er,terr:d in tba
date

Keeper of the National Register

Attest: date
Chief of Registration

;PO B84-79B
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During the reconstruction, trends that had already existed were hastened.
Central Square and the streets immediately around it became predominantly an
area dominated by diverse retail stores and offices, with scattered factory
buildings; often manufacturing was limited to the upper floors of buildings
possessing storefronts at the first story, such as the Pevear Building
(101-127 Munroe Street) and the Mowers' Block (1-11 Willow Street, NR 1982).
For the most part, factory buildings were constructed just beyond the Central
Square district in the vicinity of Broad Street, an area that has since been
altered by demolition and fire (the latter, occurring November 28, 1981,
destroyed much of the city's former shoe manufactories).

In keeping with its position as the commercial center of Lynn, Central Square
was the site of the first building to be begun after the fire, the New
Bergengren Block, 1-21 Central Square, as well as several of the city's most
architecturally ambitious commercial buildings, including the Romanesgue
Revival-style Woodbury and Keith buildings (129-155 Munroe Street and 50-56
Central Square, respectively). In the period of industrial growth that
continued through the end of the First World War, the area retained its
commercial preeminence, a position that was reflected in the construction of
the eight-story Security Trust Company Building in 1914 (66 Central Square)
and the former Lynn Manufacturers' Bank Building in 1916 (341-347 Union
Street).

Several of the buildings in the district hold direct associations with Lynn's
leather and shoe industries. The Pevear Building, 101-127 Munroe Street, for
instance, was built for a family of morocco leather manufacturers. The
Lobdoll Building, 37-39 Central Square, is a small office building erected for
George Lobdoll, a bootblack. Lobdoll was said to have raised the funds for
his building entirely through his own earnings. And the Dagyr Building, 13-17
Willow Street, was named in honor of John Adam Dagyr, a Welsh shoemaker who
brought new shoemaking techniques to Lynn in the mid 18th century.

In addition to being good examples of late nineteenth and early
twentieth-century architectural styles, many of the district's buildings
possess associations with an active body of local architects who designed the
majority of buildings constructed in the central business district. Among the
most prolific of these was Henry W. Rogers, a native of Lynn who was trained
as a shipwright and carpenter before becoming an architect; stylistically the
most significant of Rogers' many commissions are the Woodbury and Pevear
buildings (129-155 and 101-127 Munroe Street, respectively). In the years
following the fire, Rogers designed numerous factories, including those built
for the Lynn Realty Company during the boom years of the early twentieth
century. Equally influential was the firm of Wheeler and Northend
(1886-1893), whose commissions included several major public buildings outside

Conti nued
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of the burned district in the Romanesque Revival style (Lynn Armory, South
Common Street) and several early efforts to introduce Classical Revival-style
architecture into the central business district, such as the firm's proposal
for another version of the Woodbury Building (not built, 1890) and the New
Bergengren Block (1-21 Central Square, 1890).

Other local architects who were active in the district include Edwin Earp Jr.,
who designed numerous buildings in the Panel Brick style (Mowers' Block, 1-11
Willow Street, 1890), and Penn Varney, a Lynn native whose practice flourished
in the 1890s and early 1900s following the construction of the Romanesgue
Revival-style Keith Building (50-56 Central Square, 1891). The influence of
local architects reached its peak during the rebuilding of the burned district
and declined quickly during the first two decades of the twentieth century,
after which major buildings such as the Security Trust Company Building (66
Central Square, 1914) and the Lynn Manufacturers' Bank Building (341-347 Union
Street, 1916) tended to be designed by Boston architectural firms.

ARCHAEOLOGY

This section of Lynn has no known significant prehistoric archaeological
remains. Continual building and occupation of this area since the seventeenth
century has probably disturbed any significant historical archaeological
information that may have been present.
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VEHEAL BDNDRY CESCR PTTON AND JUSTI H GATI ON

The Central Square Historic District is bounded on the north by the rear lot of
the commercial buildings that face onto Central Square and Willow Street. On the
west, the district boundary is an irregular line that follows the back lot lines
of buildings facing Central Square and Munroe Street immediately adjoining Central
Square. On the south and east, the boundary is an irregular line that follows
existing property lines; it was selected to include commercial buildings dating
from 1998-1892, but to exclude several parking lots that exist on sites formerly
occupied by commercial buildings. In general, north, west and southern boundaries
follow the boundaries of the Fire of 1889, while the eastern boundary reflects
both the division of the city's commercial district by the elevated bed of the
Boston & Maine Railroad and a higher degree of demolition near the railroad bed.
As drawn, the boundaries include the densest remaining concentration of commercial
buildings constructed during Lynn's major period of prosperity. Please see the
attached assessors map for exact boundaries.

10-31-87
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10. Verbal Boundary Description
See attached assessor's Map (Scale 1" = 80')

The bounds of the Central Square Historic District were drawn to include a
concentration of late 19th/early 20th century commercial buildings erected
following the Fire of 1889. The district's boundaries are defined by vacant
parcels and mid-20th century construction to the east, north, and south and,
to the west, the edges of the burned district, which stopped behind the
Security Trust Building, 66 Central Square, and Tebbetts Factory, 19-29 Willow
Street.
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The Commonwedlth of Massachusats

Officeof the Secretary of State
Michael Joseph Connolly, Secretary

Massachusetts Historical Commission
Vderie A. Tdmage

Executive Director

Sate Hi.sioric Preservation Officer

Oct ober 24, 1985

Carol Shull

National Register of Historic Places
Department of |Interior

National Park Service

PQ Box 37127

Washi ngton, OC 20013-7127

Dear M. Shull:
Encl osed you will find the following nom nationforms:

Bost on, Hingham Hull, Quincy, VW nnouth and W nt hrop, Boston Harbor
I slands Archaeol ogical Distirct, Boston Harbor, 21 islands.

Boston, Dudley Station Historic District, Washington, Warren and
Dudl ey Streets, 40 properties.

Lawr ence, 34-30 Surmer Street, 4 properties. HPCA pending, no
nunber assi gned.

Lynn, Central Square Historic District, Central Square, Minroe,

Union and W Il owStreets, 15 properties, HPCAs pending: The

Peavear Building, 101-127 Munroe Street, #0758-85-NMA New Bergengren
Bl ock, 1-21 Central Square, #0653-85-NA

Weynout h, John Adans School, 16 Church Street, 1 property.

Wentham Plinmpton-W nter House, 127 South Street, 1 property.
HRCA conpl ete: #MA-85-0727.

Al'l have been voted eligible by the State Review Board and have been

signed by the State Historic Preservation Officer. QOaners were no-
tified of pending State Review Board consideration 30-75 days before

& Boylgon Street. Boston, Massschusats 116 (617) 727-8470
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Director, Preservation Planning
Massachusetts Historical Conmm ssion
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