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Designed by John Calvin Stevens I of Portland, Maine's foremost late 19th- 
early 20th century architect, Augusta's Governor John F. Hill Mansion of 1901 
is a monumental Colonial Revival style mansion of three stories with a hipped 
roof and five internal chimneys. The fabric of the building is St. Louis brick 
with granite detailing and foundation. The roof is shingled and features a 
greatly overhanging bracketed cornice.

The east elevation, the main facade of the house, is dominated by a cen 
tral two-story semi-circular columned portico in the Ionic order, surmounted by 
a flat roof with an ornate granite and iron balustrade. This portico is sup 
ported by four columns and two pilasters. The east facade is five bays wide. 
All windows are evenly-spaced and are six-over-six double hung, except where 
noted otherwise. In the center of the third story, overlooking the roof of the 
portico, is a three part window, the parts separated by simple granite piers of 
Doric influence. In the center of the second story, flanked by pairs of windows 
are two decorative oval windows framed in granite. Between these is an inset 
balustraded balcony with Palladian window which overlooks the entrance. The 
first floor contains a wide central doorway framed by granite molding.

The north elevation is six bays wide and is dominated by a massive temple- 
style two-story porte cochere with gable roof and triangular pediment in the Ionic 
order. This carriage-way is not centrally positioned, but occupies the second 
bay position from the north-east corner of the mansion. The third story of the 
north elevation contains one window to the east of the porte cochere roof and four 
to the'west, two of these being double windows. The second story is the same as 
the third, except that an oval window is centered in the portecochere, two double 
windows comparable to those in the third story are not placed in the same position 
as the ones above, and one of the single windows is surmounted by a triangular 
granite pediment. . The first story contains a large double doorway in the porte 
cochere and a Palladian window to the west of the porte cochere. One of the other 
bays in this story is triple.

The west elevation contains a double dormer with flat roof above the three 
stories. This facade is two bays wide with two windows in each of the third 
and second stories. On the first story is a porch supported by three Doric columns 
and a pilaster.

The south facade contains four windows in the third story and three on the 
second. The first story features an arched doorway, drawing its inspiration from 
the Romanesque Revival, flanked by a window to each side. This doorway leads to 
a granite-walled terrace. A second-story porch supported by Doric columns extends 
from the west end of the south elevation, above a modern one-story addition.

The elegant interior of the Governor Hill Mansion is exceptionally well pre 
served and well maintained. The first floor features a large T-shaped hall which is 
entered from both the main entrance and the porte cochere. Off this hall are a 
parlor, a dining room, and a large living room and library. The second floor consists 
of bedrooms, while the third floor contains servants' quarters.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This magnificent Colonial Revival mansion which dominates the central section 
of State Street in Augusts epitomizes the career of its first owner, a highly suc 
cessful turn-of-the-century entrepreneur and politician. Designed in majestic 
grandeur by Maine's most noted architect it is a symbol of stability and achieve 
ment.

John Fremont Hill was born in 1855 in Eliot, Maine and descended from promin 
ent founders of the community. After attending various private academies he at 
tended Bowdoin College and received an M.D. degree from the Maine Medical School 
in Brunswick. After practicing medicine for a short time in Boothbay Harbor he 
found himself increasingly drawn to the world of business and in 1879 joined Peleg 
0. Vickery in the publishing house of Vickery and Hill in Augusta. The firm, 
which specialized in the publication of periodicals, achieved remarkable success 
with branch offices in Boston, New York and Chicago. In 1880 Hill married Lizzie 
G. Vickery, daughter of his senior partner. He rose rapidly to a position of 
importance in the business community becoming President of the Somerset (electric) 
Railroad and serving as director or officer of several banks in the Augusta area.

In theSOfe and 90 f s he also became politically active and served several terms 
as State Representative and State Senator as well as a term on the Governor's Exec 
utive Council. In 1900 he became the Republican candidate for Governor of Maine 

- and was elected by a large majority. His administration, efficient'and successful, 
was marked by the liquidation of a very substantial debt incurred as a result of 
the Spanish-American War. He was re-elected in 1902 by a significant margin. Dur 
ing his tenure in the governorship, there being then no executive mansion, he de 
cided to erect a suitably impressive home and chose the most prominent architect in 
the state to conceive the design.

John Calvin Stevens, the first Maine architect to be elected a Fellow of the 
American Institute of Architects, was born in Portland in 1855. His professional 
work commenced in the office of Portland architect Francis H. Fasset after grad 
uation from Portland High School in 1873. From that date his amazingly long and 
active career extended until his death in 1940. His work spanned the entire range 
of the architectural field, domestic and public, although he is perhaps best known 
for his innovative interpretation of the Shingle Style. This organic approach to 
design was later developed; by Frank Lloyd Wright and other pioneers of contemporary 
architecture.

However, for Stevens, the allurement of the Colonial Revival Style of architec-
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ture turned him more and more away from his Shingle work of the 1880's. His role 
shifted from national importance to becoming the leading architect in Maine as he 
developed a statewide practice. While he continued to employ the Shingle Style well 
into the 20th century, his prevalent use of the Colonial Revival is apparent in 
his many dignified houses in this style in Portland's Western Promenade area and 
in other parts of Maine. The Governor Hill Mansion is one of the most notable 
of Steven's works of this period. His tremendous talent and his more than 65 years 
in his profession rightfully earned him the title of "Dean of Maine Architects."


