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1. Name of Property

historic name Norfol k GranRe Hall
other names/site number The First Baptist Church

2. Location N o

street & number 28 Rockwood Road l,ylj;iot for publication"

city, town Norfolk

state MA code 025 county Norfolk code zip code n?0!76

3. Classification

Ownership of Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Property
fx] private [ 3 building(s) Contributing Noncontributing
| I public-local I Idistrict 1 0 buildings
| | public-State I Isite sites
I | public-Federal I Istructure structures
| lobject objects
1 0 Total
Name of related multiple property listing: Number of contributing resources previously
n/a . listed in the National Register (0]

4. State/Federai Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, | hereby certify that this

nomination request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the
National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.
In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register criteria. See continuation sheet.
Executive Director, Mssachusetts Historical Comission
Date
ric Preservation Officer
State or Federal agency and bureau
In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register criteria. See continuation sheet.
Signature of commenting or other official Date
State or Federal agency and bureau
5. Nationai Paric Service Certification
I, hereby, certify that this property is:
J fl entered in the National Register.
| |1See continuation sheet. .. . .
nm\N-
0 determined eligible for the National ’O’aj Hw J

Register. See continuation sheet.
undetermined not eligible for the
National Register.

1 Iremoved from the National Register.
O other, (explain:)

ature of the Keeper Date of Action



Norfol k Grange Hall. Norfol k. Massachusetts
6. Function or Use

Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions) Current Functions (enter categories from instructions)
Religion - religious structure - church Social - meetine hall - Grango Hall
Social - Grange Hall

7. Description
Architectural Classification Materials (enter categories from instructions)
(enter categories from instructions)

foundation Rrirk

Federal. Italianate walls Hood
roof _ Asphalt
other

Describe present and historic physical appearance.

The Norfolk Gange Hall, built in 1863 as the First Baptist Church of North
Wentham i s a vernacul ar wood frane buil dinglocated about one quarter mle
north of the center of Norfolk onthe east side of Rockwood . Thehallis
set back forty feet fromthe street behind two spruce trees and a circul ar
driveway. The half-acre wooded | ot isinaresidential area with single- and
two-famly houses nearby. Access to towrowned undevel oped land is onthe

east side of the building, a 19th century house i s onthe south side, and a
single famly house i s across the street.

The Gange Hall has retained its original gable-ended rectangular planwth
tower onthe west facade breaking slightly forward from the plane of the
elevation. Sheathed in clapboard, its unaltered design includes a conbination
of Federal and Italianate features Behind the nain block of the building, a
smal | er section added |ater inthe 19th century houses the kitchen, Athird
section, an even smaller addition, was attached to the north side of the
addition inthe early 20th century Rsing froma granite and brick
foundation, the one-story building has adirt cellar under the front half of
the buildingandacran” space under the rear half  The ridge roof is covered
with asphalt shingles as is the eight-sided curved roof above the belfry. Qe

interior chinmey breaks the roofline at the peak near the rear of the building.

The church displays beautiful detailing inits quoining at the four corners of
the buildingand aong the forward section of the tower. The tower, breaking
through the pedinent, is decorated at the cornice wth modillions, has around
toPPed-headed at the second floor level and paired |ancet wndows within the
beltry. Mdillions encirclethe buildingat the cornice, under the pedinent,
and across the facade. The classical form of the buildi _nP, with the tower on
the pedinented facade, is typically Federal indesign while the belfry andthe
wndows are Italianate. The cornice, lintel, and wndow surrounds of the
north and south elevations are also Italianate features. The line of w ndows,
the lintels, quoining, andcornice nake this church abuildingthat isrichin
detai| and decoration.

The symmetrical west facade has two entrances flankinga center w ndow on the
first floor. Theentrances are relatively sinple, displayi nq a restrained
decoration of sem circular fanhﬁhts with traceriesandsinple side

nol dings. @ the second |evel, the pedinent has a centered, round-headed, "
doubl e-hung w ndow the third-floor belfry has alarger round-headed w ndow
with two ungl azed |ancet wndows with |ouvers inside. This wndowopeningis
repeated on'the four sides of the belfry. 3 $e cotinaion shedt
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The longitudinal sides of the buildinP, north and south elevations, are nearly
i dentical. Each has three |arge double-hung w ndows with 12/12 sashes,
generous lintels, and Italianate frames. The south el evation has a door with
undecorated hood in the northeast corner.

The rear elevationof the main buildi n% (east) has the kitchen addition and a
lunette wndowin the gable. The visible foundation under the additionis
rubbl estone as opposed to brick under the main block. The addition isnore
sinply finished wth chanfered cornerboards instead of quoining, and a sinple
cornice. There is a door on the southern side, two doubl e-hung 66 w ndows
facing east, and a very small addition with two w ndows on the north

%I e\{]ations. These two sections of the building house the kitchen and

at hr oons.

The interior plan of the Gange Hall is unchanged fromits design as a country
church. The forward section of the building, under the tower, contains the
stage, with vestibules on either side.

The main hall is 40 x 38 feet with aceiling height of 18 feet. It istrinmed
with vertical wainscot boards; sinple mtered architraves frame the six

w ndows. The coved plaster ceiling has a sinple cornice nolding and

addi tional noldings near the center. The stage prosceniumarch and the two
vestibule doors are on the west wall. The east wall repeats the sane pattern,
having two doors to the kitchen and a blind arch and pilasters inthe center.
The kitchenisautilitarian SJ)aCG that has plaster walls, a high ceiling, and
sinpl e door and w ndow surrounds that date from the 1920s. G her inprovenents
of the 1920s include the addition of electricity and toilet facilities. Tw
bathroons are in the northeast corner of the building.

The second floor of the tower is an unfinishedattic space from which the roof
framng and ceiling rafters are visible. Athough there probably was a bell
in the third story of the tower, there isno record of its existence or
removal.  The space is closed only by |ouvered shutters.

Al'terations to the building have been mninmal. |In 1882, after a decline of
thirteen years, there vas a renewal of interest inthe parish. According to
church records, nany inprovenents were nade about the premses at that tine.
These i nprovenents were probably painting and perhaps the constructionof the
addition. Electricity, the bathroons, and the kitchen viere added in 1922,
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A chaeol ogi cal  Description

Nb prehistoric sites are currently recorded onthe property or in the general
area (wthin onemle). Theparcel |acks favorable conditions for prehistoric
sites. Furthernore, no historic land use can be docunented prior to the
Parcels purchased by the Baptist Church inthe md 19th century. In general,
he potential for significant archaeol ogical renains either prehistoricor
historic seens |ow because of the above factors and because the Gange Hall,
noch of which has a basenent, covers nost of the property.
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8. Statement of Significance
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties:

| Inationally e statewide E locally
Applicable National Register Criteria Q A [XDC EUD
Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) Q A \z]C s £ Q F
Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance Significant Dates
Social , Architecture _La63=ia39 —1863

1922

Cultural Affiliation

a/lLA
Significant Person Architect/Builder
N/A (unknown)—

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above.

The Norfolk Gange Hall, originally the Baptist Church of North Wentham has
served as a public, private, and nunicipal neeting place since its .
construction in 183  Itisrepresentativeof the religious and social [ife

of the communltY inthe 19th and 20th centuries, thus reflecHnP the broad
patterns of Norfolk history. As awell preserved rural vernacular church in a
romnent |ocation near the center of Norfolk, it is oneof the nost inportant
istoric buildingsinthe town. The Gange Hall possesses integrity of

| ocation, design, setting, materials, worknanship, feeling and association and
|mieetls |cr|tier|a Aand Cof the National Register of Hstoric Paces onthe

ocal Ievel.

The buil di n? vas constructed by the North Went hamBapt i st Soci et¥ under the
direction of Pastor Daniel Found in 1863 It served as achurch for 54 years

until the di mnishing Baptist congregation sold the building to the Norfol k

Ganﬁe in 1921, The Nortol k Gange organization, with very [ittle alteration

to the buildi nﬁ, has used the hall™ for their neeting place and for social -
events until the present time. ULhder the ownership of the Gange, the hall "

has been used by the school s, churches, scouts, andtown governnent. Because

It has very few neners today, however, the Gange i s considering aplan to
donate the building to the town. The Gangewill continue to usethe hall but

the toanwill naintain it andopenit to other groups.

Norfolk's early Baptists (1800 to 1842) attended the neighboring Mdfield
Baptist Church. Athough there was a Baptist Church in Vst Went ham (Norfol k
vas cal led North Wenthamuntil its incorporationin 1870), that building was
a distance of nine mles conpared to the twoto three mles to the Medfield
Church.  During the period from 1842to 1864, the newy fonned church parish
conducted Us religious services inthe old parish house that had been vacated
b( the Congregationalists infavor of a mewchurch building. The first
official andlongest-servingmnister during that tine wvas the Rv. E G
Sears. In 1861, at atine wen the ol d parish house vas i n need of nany
r_ePal rs, and when the nener ship had reached one of its highest |evels
firty-five followers, the snall congregation decided to build a new church
the nomnated property, under the direction of then - pastor Rev. Daniel

pn See continuation sheet
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9. Major Bibliograpiilcai References

E See continuation sheet
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I 1 preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) Primary location of additional data:
has been requested

| I previously listed in the National Register

| I previously determined eligible by the National Register

n designated a National Historic Landmark

| State historic preservation office
| Other State agency
| Federal agency

|
|
|
I ILocal government ,
|
.

m] recorded by Historic American Buildings ~o I University .

Survey # other ot !
I lrecorded by Historic American Engineering Specify repository: ,

Record # '
10. Geographical Data
Acreage of property 1/2 aore
UIM Heterences LN A N
ALL9J 3%~ 160 |1 A6 |Q.5|7, QO B 1L

Zone  Easting Northing Zone  Easting Northing

L. JoL pLiJd 11 g o oo

| | See continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description

ricl See continuation sheet

Boundary Justification

Fx| See continuation sheet

11. Form Prepared By

nametitte Mary Elizabeth Pyne. Pres. Consultant w/ Ra“gy Fri>*berg. Naf ~"g* Director. MHC
aganization M assachusetts Historical Commission dae February,—1989

street & number 80 Boylston St.. Suite 310 telephone (617) 727-847Q

city or town Boston . state MA zip code 02116—
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FRounds. Sited only a fewhundred yards fromthecenter of Norfolk, the new
church was nore accessible than the ol dchurch, located high on Tomn Hill. |t
vas al so snaller i nsize. The church served a congregation that gradually
declined in nenbership, and then gained again from 1882 until theearly 20th
century. The revival was due i npart tothereturn of the forner pastor Rev.
Founds, who served from 1882 until hisdeath i n 1898.

In theearly 20th century, the Baptist congregation was smal | but active.
They held sunmer tent nmeetings inthefield across the street toattract new
converts. By 1918, however, the nenbership, then fewer than twenty people,
decided tosell thebuilding and nerge with the Congregationalists. They
joined with the Uhion Congregational Church and forned the Norfol k Federated
Church.  The Massachusetts Baptist Conference sold thechurch tothe Norfolk
Gange i n 1921.

The Norfol k Gange was forned i n 1886, sixyears after theincorporation of
Norfol k. The Grange served an inportant function i nNorfolk, a small rural
community where themgjority of citizens nade their [iving on farns. The
Gange provided classes for thefarmers oncultivation, soil conservation, and
the breeding and care of livestock. |t also gave thefarnmer a forumto
co%aere ideas and a voice t ospeak out politically. Equally inportant to its
nenbers, the Gange was a place for social gathering, where famlies cane
together and tenpered the isolation of rural [ife. The organizationof the
Norfolk Gange was largely aneffort of the State Gange, which had been

organi zed i n 1873.

In 1922 t he Norfol k Town Hall burned and was not replaced. The Town Hall was
housed i nthe sane building i nwhich the Baptistsandfirst Gangers had net
on Towmn Hill, sotheloss of thebuilding was felt by everyone. Activities
that ordinarily would have taken place i nthe Towmn Hall were conducted at the
Gange Hall between 1922 t 01949. The Gange Hall was the town meeting room
the voting place, and thelocation for school graduations, school plays, and
dances. Norfolk's small Fonan Catholic congregation held servicesin the
building fromthe sunmer of 1947 until 1950. The Norfolk Library, directed by
Mry MLure, was housed i nthis buildi n% intheroomintherear from1922 to
1956. The variety of town activities that took place here under thesign
"Gange Hall" isanindication of theinportance of the Gange i na snall
Massachusetts town and a remnder of Norfol k's agricultural heritage.

Architecturally, the Gange Hall i ssignificant as one of thelast 19th
century public buildings left near thecenter of town. nly the Federated
Church (1832) i solder. The Town Hall, a Stick Style building onthe Tomn
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Hill was razed by fire as mentioned above. The Cornelius Murphy House,
another important landmark in the center, vias razed in favor of a gas station
in the 1950s. The 18th century Josiah Ware Tavern, destroyed in 1981, was
also located in the center. Norfolk's original post office was in a small
Victorian Folk vernacular building; it still stands next to the railroad
tracks on Rockwood Road. Although there are 18th and 19th century private
homes located near the center, few historic public buildings survive in town.

The Grange Hall is an example of a rural vernacular, wood frame church with
all of its features virtually unaltered. This excellent state of preservation
adds to the property's significance. It is a well integrated whole whose
conservative design and modest decoration reflect the tastes and needs of a
small mid-19th century Baptist Congregation. No attributed architect or
builder's name can be found in Church history or in town records. The pastor
in 1863, Reverend Daniel Rounds, is credited with directing the building of
the church.

The Grange Hall has made a significant contribution to Norfolk's social
history as an early church and as a gathering place for local citizens and
Grange members. With only one or two farms remaining in Norfolk, the Grange
is a reminder of the town's agricultural beginning and social development.
The well-executed design of the building, and its existence as one of two
historic public buildings remaining near the center of Norfolk, make it a
valuable and significant public building.
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\erval Boundary Description

The nonm nat ed propertY I sa parcel of [and containing 19,5005&55ft. ‘Withthe
Gange Hll Building Tocated i nNorfolk, Missachusetts onthe East side of
Fockwood Road (Foute #115), at #28, identified as nap #3, block #37, | ot #3 in
the Norfolk Assessors Records. The deed i srecordedinthe Norfolk Qounty

Regi stry of Deeds book 1573, page 607.

Boundary Justification

The nomnated property i sthe sane parcel purchased by the First Baptist
CGwrch and Society fromS ephen Fanny Ganpbel | i n 1860. As recorded in
de Norfolk Gounty Registry of Deeds in 1 Massachusetts, Book 321, page
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NRI' S Reference Number: 89000438 Date Listed: 05/25/89
Norfol k Grange Hall Nor f ol k NA
Property Nane County State
N/ A

Mul tipl e Nane

This property i slisted i ntheNational Register of Historic
Places i naccordance with theattached nom nation docunentation
subject tothefollowi ng exceptions, exclusions, or anendnents,
notwi thstanding theNational Park Service certification included
in thenomnation documentation.

Arended Items i n Nom nation:

Section 8; Criteria considerations

Criteria exception A i sapplicable because this property was
owmed by a religious organization andused forreligious purposes
during themajority of i t speriod of significance.

This information was confirmed with Betsy Friedberg, National
Register Director, MASHPQ by telephone.

DI STRI BUTI ON:
National Register property file
Nom nating Authority (without nom nation attachment)



UNI TED STATES DEPARTMENT CF -THE | NTERI OR
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EVALUATI OV RETURN SHEET

REQUESTED ACTI ON: NOM NATI ON

PRCPERTY  Norfol k Grange Hall
NAME

MULTI PLE
NAME

STATE & GANTY:  NASSACHUSETTS, Norfol k

DATE RECEl VED 4/ 241 89 DATE GF PENDI NG LI ST:  5/09/89
DATE GF 16TH DAY: 5/ 25/ 89 DATE GF 45TH DAY 6/ 08/ 89
DATE GF WEEKLY LI ST:
REFERENCE NUMBER 89000438
NOM NATCR  STATE
REASONS FCR REVI EW
APPEAL: N DATA PROBLEM N LANDSCAPE N LESS THAN 50 YEARS: N
OHER N PDIL: N PER D N PROGRAMUNAPPROVED: N
REQEST: N SAWLE N SLR DRAFT: N NATI ONAL:
COMMENT VAl VER N

ACCEPT RETURN Rejgcm N -F DATE AMACEIN ABet g A

ABSTRACT/ SUMWARY COMMENTS

RECOM / OR TER A
REVI EWER

DI SCI PLI NE

DATE

DOOUMENTATI ON see attached comrents Y/ N seeattached SLR Y/ N



CLASSIFICATION

count resource type

STATE FEDERAL AGENCY CERTI FI CATI ON

FUNCTI ON
historic current
DESCR PTI ON
architectural classification
materials

"descriptive text

SI GNI FI CANCE
Peri od Areas of Significance—Check and justify bel ow
Specific dates Bui | der/ Architect

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

sumary par agr aph

conpl et eness

clarity

applicable criteria

justification of areas checked

relating significance totheresource
cont ext

relationship of integrity to significance
justification of exception

ot her
Bl BLI OGRAPHY
CEQERAPH CAL DATA
acreage verbal boundary description
UN boundary justification
ACCOMPANYT NG DOOUMENTATI QY PRESENTATI ON
sketch naps USGS naps phot ogr aphs presentation
OHER GOMMENTS

Questions concerning this nomnation nay be directed to
Phone

Si gned Dat e
























April 18, 1989

Carol Shull
National Register of Historic Places M/V/TIONAN
Department of the Interior QPG\STE"

National Park Service
P.O. Box 37127
Washington, DC 20013-7127

Dear Ms. Shull:
Encl osed you will find the fol | ow ng nommnation form

Leomnster, Quett Reabody & Conpany, 123 First Street
Leomnster, Wit & . 142 Veter Street

Norfol k, Norfol k 1" 28 Rockwood Road

Veébster, Rock Castle School, Prospect Street, HRGA #11019\A
Vebst er, Thonpson School , Prospect Street, HRGA #11018\VA

Al have been voted eligible %/ the Sate Review Board and have been
signed by the Sate Hstoric Preservation Cficer. Qwers were notified
of pending Sate Review Board consideration 30-75 days before the neeting
and were afforded the opportunity to conment. Conments receivedtodate
are attached to the nomnation form

S ncerely,

Betsy Friedberg . N
National Register Drector
Massachusetts Hstorical Qonmnssi on

Encl osure;
BH

Massachusetts Historical Commission, Vaerie A. TAmage, Executive Director, Sate Historic Presarvation Officer
80 Boylston Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02116 ~ (617) 727-8470

Office of the Secretary of Sate, Michael J. Connolly, Secretary



