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The Ralston Industrial Complex is located one mile west
of Mendham at Roxiticus Road and Route 24. Route 24, which
was just recently improved and widened, is terribly close to
the Mill, Post Office, and, on the other side of the road,
the Cotton and Woolen Mill. The Manor House, however, is
not endangered by the highway at present, although the owner

~

The—Geéneral Store, built around 1786, is a 1 1/2 story
clapboard building with gable roof and front overhang. There
is a small gable end brick chimney in the east end. The store
has three bays, one an offset center door. The two front
windows are 20/15 sash with batten board shutters. The frame
of the store is hand hewn oak. The clapboard on the rear
and sides is oak, while the front is covered with wide
tongued and grooved pine boards.

The building served as a general store for the Mill and
community until 1892. At that time it was converted into
the Ralston Post Office.

Most likely the store was a one room (31' by 25')
building with storage space in the attic and the basement.
When it became a Post Office the store was made into three
small rooms.

The Mill was built just prior to the American Revolution.
It is a 2 1/2 story stone structure. The stone is uncoursed
rubble with corner quoins. The west elevation has a clap-
board gable end. The Mill was converted into a residence in
1940. The conversion changed the windows, added dormers,
and installed a center chimney. Although the exterior is
basically intact and most of the original frame still remains,
the entire interior of the mill was converted into a home
in 1940 using many of the old mill pieces. Just above the
Mill is the remains of the dam, pond, and raceway which
supplied\yifer power to the mill.

nor House.

The Manor House was built in 1781 and is a 2 1/2 story
clapboard building with a gambrel roof and paired gable end
brick chimneys. The house has five bays and a center hall.
There is a small porch over the center door. The windows
are now Victorian, being changed in the 1880's from the
.loriginal“12/12 sash. Inside, there are two rooms to each

side of the hall, each having fireplaces with Federal mantels.

of the house has voiced a feeling for demolishing the building.
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Commerce.

John Logan, builder of the mill, claimed he supplied
the Continental Army with supplies while they were encamped
at Morristown. He later presented the government with a
thirty thousand dollar claim for payment, but it was never
paid.

Industry.

-Logan eventually lost his mill, and in 1786 John Ralston
purchased it at a sheriff's sale. During Ralston's ownership
(1786-1819) a thriving early American industrial community
developed. The grist mill, store, cotton and woolen mill,
lumber and saw mill, and several other small enterprises
comprised of Ralston's businesses, of which the mill, the
general store, and the cotton and woolen mill are still extant.

Other. (First Post Office of Ralston)

The general store became Ralston's first Post Office
in 1892, and functioned as such until 1941.

Architecture.

The Manor House is a fine example of Federal style
architecture and has a good deal of original hardware such
as strap hinges, wrought iron latches and handles and door
locks intact as well as eight Federal style fireplace mantels.

Commerce/Industry.

In the late 18th century the business center of Mendham
Township was at the crossroads of Roxiticus Road and the
William Penn Highway which was locally called Ralston. It was
so named because the mill, manor house, general store, and,
later, the cotton and woolen factory at the intersection
were all owned, along with several thousand acres of area
farmland, by John Ralston from 1786-1819. Although the

business center of the township shifted to the center of

the town of Mendham in the mid-19th century leaving Ralston
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7. Description (cont.)

The kitchen fireplace had, at one time, a Dutch bake oven,
now bricked up. To the rear of the hallway is the stairway
to the upstairs. The second floor is identical to the first.

Cotton and Woolen Factory.

Orginally built in the early 19th century this building
is a 2 1/2 story frame and shingle structure with a stone
foundation built along the bank of India Brook. The roof
is gable. The building has been extensively altered to
accomodate a family residence. :

The entire district has only four buildings, all of them described
above,
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8. Significance

isolated, the mill continued to operate and the name
continued to be Ralston. Even when the owners were no
longer Ralstons' the name stuck.

This complex exemplifies the fast disappearing early
American industrial concept -- a small active business or
two, a manor house up on the hill nearby, and a general
store alongside the mill in order to supply customers
(mostly farmers) with their most every need. Few of these
18th century complexes exists in New Jersey today.
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