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- The Pettengill House is located at the head
River, one and a half miles from Freeport, Maine.
River on the south and west, the Flying Point Road (8
north, the Kelsey Brook on the east form the boundaries of a rectangular
area of many hundred acres of uninhabited land. The Pettengill House is
situated on the southern edge of this vast stretch of land, overlooking the
Harraseeket River. The river flows south into Casco Bay, widening and form-
ing a protected harbor between South Freeport and Wolfe's Neck, a peninsula
stretching into Casco Bay.

The 180 acres of fields and woods surrounding the Pettengill House
comprise the Pettengill Farm. This land has belonged with the house since
at least 1831. The fields were continuously farmed until 1960.

By land, the Pettengill House is reached by a mile long road running
south from the Flying Point Road. The road descends through woods on the
western side of a rocky hill, then turns east around the hill and crosses
undulating fields, which descend to saltmarsh at the river's edge, until
it reaches the house. The house is 600 feet back from the river on a shelf
of land about 60 feet above the level of the river. It has extremely
beautiful views in all directions. Immediately around the house are
planted flower gardens, shade trees, ornamental trees and shrubs and apple
trees. '

The Pettengill House was built as a farmhouse; its site was carefully
chosen. The house is exposed to the sun all day long in the winter; in
the summer it is shaded by nearby trees. The farm outbuildings were ar-
ranged to form a courtyard at the rear of the house, thus protectlng the
house from severe winter winds and trapping the sun in a sheltered space.
The large barn has fallen down, but the toolshed, workshop and a smaller
barn are still standing

The Pettengill House is a lean-to house, commonly called a sal box,
built in the late Eighteenth or early Nineteenth Century. There is no
evidence that a lean-to was added to an older house, the house was originally
constructed in this shape.

The house faces south with the longer roof line sloping to the north.
It is two and a half stories high, about thirty feet square, and has a
center chimney. The chimney appears to be original. The foundation of the
house is cut granite set on the ground. A dug cellar walled in field-
stone extends from front to rear under the right half of the house.

The facade of the house has one window on the left, the door with
four transom lights over it to the left of center, and two windows on the
tight, fairly close together. The four windows on the second floor are
-arranged exactly above the first floor openings. There are three windows
unevenly spaced across the one story rear. On each side of the house,
there are three windows, one directly above another, in a line going up to
| the peak of the roof and a small eave window in the second floor rear.
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On the right side there is another Window gét £¥ rear; on the

left side a back door is in the correspond Ezzgigﬁ X e windows are
four-light (not the originals) set in openings feet by four feet.

Currently the house is covered with unpainted clapboards and shingles.
An early photograph shows it entirely clapboarded, unpainted except for
the front which was painted white. Originally it was painted entirely white,
as the clapboards all show signs of white paint. The roof is newly shingled;
probably it was shingled in the past. The casings of the windows and doors
are flat boards against which the clapboards butt. Above each front window
casing, a board is set on its side, sticking out about three inches to shed
water. The corner posts are also sheathed in flat vertical boards. A
narrow woodep cornice crosses the front of the house.

The first floor consists of a kitchen running across the rear of the
house. A milk room (pantry) and back entry have been partitioned off on
the left, and the stairs to the second floor and to the cellar are on the
right. Doors in the diagonal wall to either side of the kitchen fireplace
lead to symmetrical front rooms. Doors from the small square hall behind
the front door also lead to these rooms. The ceiling height is about seven
feet.

On the second floor two plastered walls separate a small center front
room beside the chimney from right and left front rooms. These walls are
etched with rough line drawings of clipper ships and smaller boats. Other
partitions for the left front room and a room under the eaves are modern.
The ceiling height is about six feet.

Stairs built next to the chimney lead up to the attic. The roof is
sheathed vertically, the boards resting directly on long purlins stretch-
ing between unevenly spaced rafters. There is a square ridge purlin.

Like the outside, the inside of the Pettengill House is simply detailed.
The woodwork on the first floor is original. The doors between the room
are four-panel with a continuous narrow beading on the styles and rails.
The raised sides of the panels face the two front rooms. Other doors are
board and batten. Several mouldings are repeated frequently. Identical
mouldings are used in the surrounds of the doors and windows in the left
front hall. Chair rails occur in all the rooms, forming the base of the
window sills.

The fireplace in the kitchen has a wooden mantel. Flat wooden pilas-
ters support similar mantels in the right and left front rooms. A door
is mounted inside the fireplace surround of the right front room covering
a brick baking oven. All the fireplaces have been walled up and fitted for
stoves or fireframes.

The hardware in the first floor rooms is original. It is iron,
painted on some doors and not on others. Several types of latches are

(See Continuation Sheet)

GPO 921.724



-

" Form.10-300a UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

(July .1969) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM

Continuation Sheet
(Continuation Sheet) ‘ \9 10/

STATE
Maine

COUNTY

Cumberland

FOR NPS USE ONL

Y

ENTRY NUMBER

\ APR

DATE

(Number all entries)

7. DESCRIPTION

used - wrought iron Norfold and Suf
are HL, butt, and strap.

those of the first floor. The only f
left front room, has a modern casing.
remaining. The hardware is modern.

GPO 921.724



INSTRUCTIONS

SEE

PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate)

3 Pre-Columbian | [ 16th Century [J 18th Century [T] 20th Century
[C] 15th Century ] 17th Century X 19th Century

'SPECIFIC DATELS) (If Applicable and Known) (C, 1800

AREAS OF SIGNiIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

Abor iginal ] Education ] Political L1 Urban Planning
[ Prehistoric [} Engineering {1 Religion/Phi. [J Other (Specify)
[] Historic O Industry losophy

Agriculture [ Invention [] Science

Xl Architecture [F Londscape ] Sculpture

] Arr Architecture [[1 Social/Humeg

] Commerce [ Literature itarian /

[[1 Communications [ Militory [0 Theoter

[} Conservation [ Music [J Tronsportd
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Few lean—-to or salt box houses were built in
survived to the present day. The Pettenglll House
ample of this architectural type. Its structure has not been tampered
with. Because it was never modernized, (it has no plumbing, running
water, electricity, or Heéating system), the Pettengill House appears
today in its original form, a valuable example of late Eighteenth Cen-
tury construction. - A

" A serviceable farmhouse, it gains a dignity from simple, straight-
forward detailing. Most of the original woodwork and hardware is intact.
The house shows the methods of decoration once used in this area of
coastal Maine.

The siting of the Pettengill House and outbuildings is a lesson in
architectural planning. The southern exposure and courtyard take ad-
vantage of the sun. The sloping roof line of the salt box and the
positioning of the outbuildings break the harsh winter winds. The
builder was sensitive to the elements and used them to his advantage.
The bu11d1ngs and their setting enhance each other. The buildings
appear to be one with their setting, the natural culmination of the rise
upon which they sit. Such rugged, simple beauty is exceptional.

The house and the fertile fields, woodlands, and salt marsh have
been miraculously untouched by the modern world. The Pettengill Farm
is an unblemished example of the saltwater farms which were once common
to the entire Maine coast and are now being swallowed by coastal de-
velopment.

The Harraseeket River and Mill Brook flowing into it at Mast Landing
were once busy places. Before the Revolution, Mast Landing was the
collection point for Royal Navy masts and spars cut in the current
Freeport, Durham, and Pownal areas. The timbers were hauled by oxen
to Mast Landing and shipped to England. After the Revolution, new
settlers came to the area. (It was probably during this period that the
Pettengill House was built.) A saw mill operated at Mast Landing in
1804. Later a combination grist mill and saw, shingle, and woodworking
mill occupied the same site. There was an active shipyard on the flats
by the creek. A brickyard, at first located on the flats in front of
the Pettengill House, moved to the flats at Mast Landing. Steamers ran
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between Mast Landing and Portland, carrying wood products and passengers.
Firewood was collected and shipped down the Harraseeket River. The Petten-
gill House and her inhabitants were witnesses to all this activity.
ships which passed by the front door on their way down the Harraseeket River
are now recorded in the plaster etchings of the upstairs room.
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