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Located at t henortheast corner of El mand cherry streets, theEl mStreet
Fire Station i sanastylistic late Victorian building nade up of a rectangul ar-
plan, two-and-one-half-storey main block t owhich a square-plan tower of six-
stories' height i sattached. The main block of thebuilding rests ona granite
plinth above which i ti sfacedwith redbrick and enclosed by a slate-covered
roof. The hose-drying/bell-tower isbuilt of thesane materials as thebuilding's
mai n body, but i senclosed by a nore steeply pitched, hip roof.

The station's facade (west elevation) i snade up of three bays, symmetrically
arranged. Each bay contains an engine entry at thefirst storey and a group of
three identical windows at t hesecond storey. Each engine entry i ssetinan undecorate
brick surround with a low-arched head. The entries ' paired doors areoriginal; each
door consists of a base of four rectangular panels and four lights above whichthe
upper half i sglazed with a nulti-paned |ight. Each of thesecond storey'snine
wi ndows (arranged i nthree groups) i sset i nan undecorated frame with a rock-faced -
stone sill and | ow arched head; sash i s3/2. Above t hesecond storey, theroof
term nates i nopen eaves with exposed rafter-ends. Centered onthefacade's roof i s a
single hipped-dornmer containing twotwo-pane |ights.

The station's side (south) elevation i ssymmetricallyarranged with four sets
of paired windows at thefirst twostories and a dormer (identical tothat of the
facade) at its attic, individual windows at thefirst storey areset i nundecorated
brick surrounds with rock-faced stone sillsand |ow arched heads; each wi ndow cont ai ns
3/2 sash surmounted by a three-pane transom individual second-storey wi ndows are
identical toindividual windows at t hefacade's second storey.

O thestation's north elevation, near thebuilding's northwest corner, the
hose drying/bell-tower i sattachedtothenain block of thebuilding. The tower
rises i nstages which are narked by projecting courses of brick at heights equivalent
to thetopof thefirst storey, thetopof thesecond storey, amd-point and t he
top of the foiirth storey. At thesecond storey of thetower's west elevation are two
wi ndows (1/1) setinundecorated arched surrounds. A single window, identical t othose
of thetower's second storey, i scentered on each of thetower's elevations, at the
fixir-9i storey. At thesixth storey i san open |anding, thebase of which i sformed by
a brick-and-stonecornice. This bell-landing i sframed at each corner by abrick pier,
which rises froma stone base t oa stone cap. Each of thelanding' s four elevations
contains a decorated iron railing and brackets. The high hiproof of thetower i s set
on an undecorated stone cornice which i ssupported hy thelanding' s four piers. The
remai nder of the station's north elevation i sasymmetricallyarranged, although its
details areof t hesane type as those found onthestation's south elevation.

The rear (east) elevation of thestation i sasymmetricallyarranged and contains a
one-and-one-half storey wing which i sjoined tothebuilding's main body by a lean-to
roof. Principal features of this wing arean arched entry (forhorses and deliveries)
with its original panelledwooden doors onthewing's south elevation. Elsewhere are
wi ndows of varying sizes set i nundecorated surroiinds with stone sills and | owarched
heads.

Exterior alterations tothefire house arelimted t otheblocking of sone
wi ndows i nt hetower.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The H mStreet Fire Station possesses integrity of design, |ocation, use and
historical association with the early introduction of several structural and
technol ogi cal innovations intended to increase the efficiency of fire-house
design. Build in 1897 at a cost of $16,000, the fire station renains essential-
ly unaltered onitsexterior, retaini nP i tsoriginal sash, doors and ot her de-
tails andserving as aninportant |ocal exanple of Victorian civic architecture.
I nnovations in design were concentrated onthe station's interior \diere anentire-
ly open first stor/, free of interior posts, is nade possible by the suspension
of the second story fromthree carrier beans braced by struts. These beans,
which rest onthe exterior bearing walls, are connected to the floor supports of
the second story by steel suspension rods. Qher innovations of which evidence
remains are autonatic gates for horsestalls; these gates were opened by t he
sounding of the alarm The fire conpany's horses were trained to nove from
their stalls to specift wagons where harnesses were automatically |owered into
position to hitch themup to the conpany's engines. Qher remaining features

of the station's interior include water troughs, hay doors, signal receivers

and a photograph col l ectionof the station's former conpanies. At present, the
Bm Street Fire Station remains inuseas afire station.
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