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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 
Located at the northeast corner of Elm and cherry streets, the Elm Street 

Fire Station i s an a s t y l i s t i c late Victorian building made up of a rectangular-
plan, two-and-one-half-storey main block to which a square-plan tower of s i x -
stories ' height i s attached. The main block of the building rests on a granite 
p l i n t h above which i t is faced with red br i c k and enclosed by a slate-covered 
roof. The hose-drying/bell-tower i s b u i l t of the same materials as the building's 
main body, but i s enclosed by a more steeply pitched, hip roof. 

The station's facade (west elevation) i s made up of three bays, symmetrically 
arranged. Each bay contains an engine entry at the f i r s t storey and a group of 
three i d e n t i c a l windows at the second storey. Each engine entry i s set i n an undecorate 
brick surround w i t h a low-arched head. The entries ' paired doors are o r i g i n a l ; each 
door consists of a base of four rectangular panels and four l i g h t s above which the 
upper half i s glazed with a multi-paned l i g h t . Each of the second storey's nine 
windows (arranged i n three groups) i s set i n an undecorated frame with a rock-faced -
stone s i l l and low-arched head; sash i s 3/2. Above the second storey, the roof 
terminates i n open eaves with exposed rafter-ends. Centered on the facade's roof i s a 
single hipped-dormer containing two two-pane l i g h t s . 

The station's side (south) elevation i s symmetrically arranged with four sets 
of paired windows at the f i r s t two stories and a dormer (id e n t i c a l t o that of the 
facade) at i t s a t t i c , individual windows at the f i r s t storey are set i n undecorated 
bric k surrounds with rock-faced stone sil l s a n d low-arched heads; each window contains 
3/2 sash surmounted by a three-pane transom, individual second-storey windows are 
id e n t i c a l to individual windows at the facade's second storey. 

On the station's north elevation, near the building's northwest corner, the 
hose drying/bell-tower i s attached to the main block of the building. The tower 
rises i n stages which are marked by projecting courses of brick at heights equivalent 
to the top of the f i r s t storey, the top of the second storey, a mid-point and the 
top of the f o i i r t h storey. At the second storey of the tower's west elevation are two 
windows (1/1) set i n undecorated arched surrounds. A single window, i d e n t i c a l t o those 
of the tower's second storey, i s centered on each of the tower's elevations, at the 

fixir-9i storey. At the s i x t h storey i s an open landing, the base of which i s formed by 
a brick-and-stone cornice. This bell-landing i s framed at each corner by a brick p i e r , 
which rises from a stone base to a stone cap. Each of the landing's four elevations 
contains a decorated iron r a i l i n g and brackets. The high hip roof of the tower i s set 
on an undecorated stone cornice which i s supported hy the landing's four pi e r s . The 
remainder of the station's north elevation i s asymmetrically arranged, although i t s 
d e t a i l s are of the same type as those found on the station's south elevation. 

The rear (east) elevation of the station i s asymmetrically arranged and contains a 
one-and-one-half storey wing which i s joined t o the building's main body by a lean-to 
roof. Principal features of t h i s wing are an arched entry (for horses and deliveries) 
with i t s o r i g i n a l panelled wooden doors on the wing's south elevation. Elsewhere are 
windows of varying sizes set i n undecorated surroiinds with stone s i l l s and low-arched 
heads. 

Exterior alterations t o the f i r e house are li m i t e d t o the blocking of some 
windows i n the tower. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Elm Street Fire Station possesses integrity of design, location, use and 
historical association with the early introduction o£ several structural and 
technological innovations intended to increase the efficiency of fire-house 
design. Build in 1897 at a cost of $16,000, the fir e station remains essential­
ly unaltered on it s exterior, retaining i t s original sash, doors and other de­
tails and serving as an important local example of Victorian civic architecture. 
Innovations in design were concentrated on the station's interior \diere an entire­
ly open f i r s t stor/, free of interior posts, is made possible by the suspension 
of the second story from three carrier beams braced by struts. These beams, 
which rest on the exterior bearing walls, are connected to the floor supports of 
the second story by steel suspension rods. Other innovations of which evidence 
remains are automatic gates for horsestalls; these gates were opened by the 
sounding of the alarm. The fire company's horses were trained to move from 
their stalls to specif t wagons where harnesses were automatically lowered into 
position to hitch them up to the company's engines. Other remaining features 
of the station's interior include water troughs, hay doors, signal receivers 
and a photograph collection of the station's former companies. At present, the 
Elm Street Fire Station remains in use as a fire station. 



IMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 
City of Gardner Fire Department Records 

Gardner Fire Department Fire Herald 
City of Gardner Engineer's Office 
City of Gardner City Clerk's Office 

IITM NOT mmn 
IGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 

ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY 1 0 , 8 9 0 SQ . f t . 

QUADRANGLE NAME 
UTM REFERENCES 

Gardner 

A i A l l I2|5.4| 9.8,01 |4.7t l ,8 l0. 5. o| 
ZONE EASTING NORTHING 

cLU I I • I • • I I . I . I . • I 
I • I i I • ' I 

ACREAGE NOT VEIilFiED 
— QUADRANGLE SCALE 1 : 2 4 0 0 0 

BI . I I I . I ̂  I . I . I • , I 

' ,L^ I I . I .1 I I • I i i • ' I 

ZONE EASTING NORTHING 

DLIJ 1 I . 1 . • 1 I • I • I • • I 

F L J I I • I • • I I I I • i • I i 
HLJJ I I • I I • I I i 1 • I • . 1 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

Please refer to the attached assessor's map 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE 

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE 

[FORM PREPARED BY 
NAME/TITLE 

Candace Jenkins, National Register Coordinator 
with 

Eric Engelson, Gardner 
H i s t o r i c a l Coiiffiiission 

ORGANIZATION 

Massac?iusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 
DATE 

June, 1979 
STREET & NUMBER 

294 Washington Street 
TELEPHONE 

(617) 727-8470 
CITY OR TOWN 

Boston, 
STATE 

Massachusetts 02108 

STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION 
THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OFTHIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS: 

NATIONAL STATE LOCAL. 

1 c lO. 

X 
As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-665) , I 

hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated according to the 

criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service, 

STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER SIGNATURE 

TITLE DATE 

, , . p;;ec,UtlYfi D i r e c t o r , M a s s a c h u s e t t s H i s t o r i c a l - • C o m m i n s i o n 
FOR NPS USE ONLY 

1 HEREBY CERTIFY THAT THIS PROPERTY IS INCLUDED IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

^ / ^ - c ^ ^ y / / ^ ' J J a a ^ OATE 5^445 
KEEPER\0F THE NATIONAL REG(STE'l< 

ATTEST I 1 , 
„,•,,,•,,„• • V„„';n-rnkT=h1 • •• ' ••,4 • ^ 

DATE 

G P O 92 1 - 8 0 3 





mi 2 











ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

STATE MASSACHUSETTS 

Date Entered AF,' 2 

Ncune Location 

DorcheiJter-Milton Lower Mills Industrial 
District 

Elm Street Fire Station 

Stoneholm 

F i r s t Parsonage for Second East Parish Church 

Lane, David, House 

Boston and Milton 
Suffolk (also Norfolk County) 

Gardner 

Worcester County 

Sharon 
Norfolk County 
Attleboro 
Bristol County 

Bedford 
Middlesex County 

Also Notified 

Honorable Paul Tsongas 

Honorable Edward M. Kennedy 
Honorable Brian J. Donnelly 
Honorable Robert F. Drinan 
Honorable Margaret M. Heckler 
Honorable James M. Sahnnon 

State Historic Preservation Officer 
Mrs. Patricia L. Weslowski 
Executive Director, Massachusetts 

Historical Conmission 
294 Washington Street 
Boston, Massachusetts 02108 

NR Byers/bjr 4/8/80 

For further information, please c a l l the National Register at (202)343-6401. 


