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Shadow Mountain Lookout (elevation 9923 feet) is a seventeen-foot square, 
three-story structure located near the summit of Shadow Mountain, and 
this location once enabled it to survey the lodgepole pine forests around 
Grand Lake.

The fire detection tower, which rests on a concrete foundation, has two 
lower stories of uncoursed rubblestone and an upper story of frame 
construction.

The first floor, which was used as a museum and visitor contact station, 
is entered at the east elevation through a board and batten door. At 411 
the elevations of this floor there are window openings with casement sash. 
The interior has a flagstone floor and a redwood water storage tank.

The second floor is entered through a board and batten door at the north 
elevation, and has a small window opening at the southern exposure. The 
floor is supported by log floor joists, which are exposed on the lookout's 
exterior and run on a north-south axis. This floor was used as quarters.

The observation area, the third floor, is fenestrated at all elevations 
with a band of 1/1 fixed sash, which gives the observation room all-round 
visibility. The frame observation room is entered at the west elevation, 
and is surmounted by a wood shingled pyramid roof.

The observation room is encircled by a plank balcony that has log balusters 
and railing, and is supported by log trusses.

All the upper floors are reached by an exterior, quarter-turn stairway, 
with a landing, which begins at the north elevation. The stairway's 
handrail, balusters, and stringer are of log construction.

The lookout's balcony and stairway are beginning to show signs of deteri 
oration.
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Shadow Mountain Lookout is the only remaining fire detection tower in Rocky Mountain 
National Park. The lookout, which is presently abandoned, is representative of the 
early fire protection methods and policies of the national Park Service, and is a 
significant example of the rustic design employed by the National Eark Service during 
the first half of this century.

Early National Bark Service policy dictated that all fires, whether natural or man 
caused, be immediately suppressed. That policy required the early detection of 
forest fires, and therefore a means of accomplishing that task - fire lookouts.

The construction of four such lookouts in Rocky Mountain National Bark was begun 
in the early 1930's, and they were situated at strategic points: Shadow Mountain, 
near Longs Peak, Twin Sisters Peak, and the north fork of the Thompson River.

In 1930 the superintendent of Rocky Mountain National Park, Edmund B. Rogers, re 
ported in his annual report the construction of a fire trail and telephone line 
up the side of Shadow Mountain, and that a fire watch had been manned there. The 
site was apparently successful, for a year later preparations were made for a X 
permanent structure. o

\

The plans for the lookout were done by the National Park Service's Landscape 
Architecture Division in San Francisco, but the original plans were rejected for 
various reasons. The new plans, which were completed in 1932, were done in 
accordance to recommendations made by the National Park Service's Chief Forester, 
John Coffman, whose responsibilities included fire protection.

Construction of the Shadow Mountain Lookout, like all fire detection towers, was a 
difficult task. Its location on Shadow Mountain meant that materials, such as 
cement, cut boards, hardware, shingles, and glass panes, had to be packed on mules 
to the site. However, materials which would be too costly or impossible to move, 
such as stone and long logs, were obtained from local sources.
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The structure was completed In 1933 , and was judged an architectural success. 
Albert H. Good in his 1938 book, Park and Recreation Structures, felt that 
the Shadow Mountain Lookout was one of the best designed fire detection towers; 
being "illustrative of the happy results where a masonry structure can appear 
to grow out of a natural rock outcrop."

The lookout, which was> first manned in 1933 1 was usually occupied by a 
married couple that would share turns keeping watch over the nearby forested 
lands, but they also had other duties to perform. The seasonal rangers had 
contact with the public, and so became involved with public relations. For 
thai purpose the tower's ground floor was used as a musflaun, which probably 
had exhibits on fire protection and the park's wiBdlife, and a visitor contact 
station. With the introduction of radio to the park,the lookout's personnel 
had to fepeat messages, when necessary, between rangers at lower elevations, 
where trees and mountain might cause interference; and they also established 
contact with bordering. National Forests when conditions' dietated.

The development of new fire policies; new methods of fire detection, such as 
the reporting done by public and private aircraft; and the use of modern re 
peater stations all contributed to the decline of fire lookouts; and after 
the 1968 summer season the Shadow Mountain Lookout was abandoned.

Today the Shadow Mountain Lookout is abandoned and boarded-up. The park 
staff at Rocky Mountain National Park has not developed any plans for 
adaptive use in the near future; although, they have recognized the lookout's 
historic and architectural significance.


