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The house that Dr. William W. Mayo built in Le Sueur in 1859 is a 
small and plain middle-class home with mid-19th century architectural 
frosting. The two-story building is layed-out as a cross with its 
members running northwest to southeast and southwest to northeast. 
A single-story closed porch fills the north angle and extends 
beyond the back of the house proper. A 1911 photograph shows this 
porch extended across the back of the house and along the west angle. 
A Greek Revival doorway competes with Gothic gables for architectural 
style. It is approximately 50 feet long and 30 feet wide.

The basement and foundation are built of local stone. Hand-hewn 
timbers support the first floor. The frame is of rough-sawn two-by- 
fours and clapboards sheath the sides. The roof is covered by 
wooden shingles and topped by a brick chimney. The interior walls 
are plaster over lath, covered by many layers of old wallpaper. 
The floors, stairs and trim are constructed of light wood planking. 
There are five rooms and the porch on the first floor and five rooms 
on the second. Amateur construction or repair is disclosed by odd 
angles and mismatched boards.

A furnace and hot air ducts and grates have replaced the original 
heating equipment. Plumbing and electricity have been installed. 
Two large first-floor rooms are still lined with shelves from the 
old library. Some floors are covered with aged linoleum. The 
mossy shingles are beginning to leak, the old mortar in the 
foundation is disintegrating, the plaster is cracking, the stairs 
weakening and some of the exterior trim is rotting. But basically 
the house is sound and can be preserved and restored.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (Include Personages, Dates, Events, Etc.)

Few Minnesotans are as well-known as "The Doctors Mayo" - father and two 
sons. Their medical achievements in Rochester still benefit the health 
of people throughout the nation and the world. Dr. Willi^«f*¥. Mayo, an 
English immigrant, came to Minnesota in 1854. Five years later, he built 
this house for his family in the new village of Le Sueur on the banks of 
the Minnesota River. His first son, William Jaraes, was born here in 1861. 
During the Le Sueur years, "the little doctor" carried on his country 
practice from the Lilliputian office under the gable above the door. In 
1862 the Sioux swept down the Minnesota River valley, making war with 
the desperation of a last stand. Dr. Mayo accompanied the volunteers west 
to New Ulm, tending the wounded and the homeless sick until the town was 
evacuated. His wife and three children opened their home to refugees fleeing 
down the valley, and emptied their pantry to feed them. Whenever Mrs. Mayo 
had to go outdoors, she dressed in overalls to disguise the absence of men 
to any Indian scouts. When 38 Indian prisoners were hung in Mankato that 
December, Dr. Mayo brough the body of an Indian named Cut Nose back to 
Le Sueur. He dissected it before other medical men, cleaned and articulated 
the bones, and later used the skeleton to teach anatomy to his sons.

In April, 1863, Dr. Mayo went to Rocheste^s an examining surgeon for the 
recruits raised for the Minnesota Volunteer Regiments. II><L8o4 he sold 
his house in Le Sueur and brought his family to Rochester. In 1889, Dr. 
Mayo became the Medical Director for the hospital of the ^isters of St. 
Francis, with his sons as assistants. By 1903, they were becoming famous 
in medical circles as the Mayo Clinic at St. Mary's Hospital. While the 
Mayo doctors were enhancing the skill and reputation of the clinic, their 
old home in Le Sueur slipped into obscurity. The old doctor died in 1911. 
Finally, in 1932, the house was designated a historic site and the 
Minnesota Historical Society and State Highway Department erected a marker. 
Doctors William J. and Charles H. bought the house in 1935 and presented 
it to the city. The desk, $.edicine bottles and surgical instruments used 
by their father were returned to his old office under the eaves. The city 
used the house as a public library until recently. The city, and historical, 
societies of the county and state, have limited funds available for 
preservation. They are planning to restore the house to the period 1859- 
1864 > in memory of the frontier period of Minnesota's famous medical 
family.
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