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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Locke House is situated on a wooded site on East River Road near Rice
Creek, which flows into the Mississippi River mnorth of Minneapolis, It is a two
storey frame structure executed in the Greek Revival mode, Stylistic features
exemplified include the characteristic six-over-six pane double hung windows,
tripartite formal entry (central door with side lights and transom), broken-
pedimented gables, corner pilasters, and slender brick chimneys. An "L" plan is
employed; gables intersect at a common ridge height,

The house was originally built in 1847 to serve as a summer residence and base
of operations for a logging operation in the area, With the construction in 1852
of the Territorial Road which passed a short distance from the house, its owner
John Banfill converted the house into a wayside inn to accommodate travelers, The
house continued to serve as an inn until the 1870s when the function of the property
was changed to a dairy farm and the house became a year-around residence, 1In
1912 it was acquired by C.M, Locke who used it as a summer residence until his
death in 1947, The exterior and interior of the house remain virtually unaltered
since the 1870s. '

The interior is comprised of large communal rooms on the first storey. These
are: entry hall, dining room, living room, kitchen and service rooms. There are
seven inter-connected bedrooms on the second floor, The entire building is lacking
in any form of central heating and is served by stoves which feed into three
chimneys.

Since acquisition of the house and property by the Anoka County Park Board
and the Anoka County Historical Society, the Locke House has been excellently
maintained as an historic house museum, It is furnished in a late nineteenth {
century fashion.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Constructed in 1847, the Locke House is significant as one of the earliest

and best preserved Greek Revival style frame residenc2s in Anoka

County. It

has survived in a relatively unaltered state and has served as a summer home,
logging camp office, wayside inn for travelers on the First Territorial Road,

area post office, dairy farm, and presently historic ‘10use museum,

It is repre-

sentative of architectural taste in Minnesota at the :ime when it attained state-

hood.
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