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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Crescent~shaped, castle~type bastion on Shute's Folly, a mile offshore
East Battery, in Charleston Harbor's Hog Island Channel. Constructed
1808-1811 as an inner-harbor, secondary-defense fortress, the completely-
brick wall Témains -- a circle of brickwork in classic lines. Recently
removed as first steps of excavation and restoration have been unrelated
buildings dating from 20th century government use as a buoy construction
and storage facility. Among artifacts that have been uncovered are a 10"
Columbiad gun (this used a powder charge of 40 pounds and projectiles
weighing 428 pounds ”hed an elevation of 20 degrees and a maximum range of
just over 2 miles).' re

Earliest fort at this site was constructed of timber and earth during
the Colonial period. A horseshoe battery had been designed as early as
1742 to extend fortifications from the Ashley River across the neck of
Charles Town.

Against the Frenc¢h threat, in 1797, Charleston citizens subscribed
funds for a fort of palisades and sand, "weak but worthy as a second line
of defense."

Following 1804 hurricane destruction, the federal government acquired
the site and, by 1809, was completing the fort as an enclosed work of
masonry for two tiers of guns. Although Castle Pinckney had regressed, by
1826, to secondary importance as a harbor defense, regular maintenance was
kept up, and thorough repair put it ip shape for a garrison by 1831. In
1833, a heavy battery of 24-pounders was mounted and a timber palisade
erected to protect the rear wall. Defenses greatly improved in, this era.
Various stages of strengthening and reduction of strength followed, 1nc1ud1q
the 1864 sand and turf wall which Confederate defenses built within the fort

In 1855, a light was installed on the island's eastern sector and was
described in early lighthouse lists as a yelloy tower with a light 50 feet
above sea level. By 1880, a new harbor light had been erected on the south.

In 1884, the fort was dilapidated, with walls settled and cracked gun
ruin.”

In 1966, the property was obtained by the Sons of the Confederate
Veterans to establish a museum and memorial monument.

The restoration program is in seven phases:

(1) Excavation of fort interior and razing of buildings,

(2) Pointing up brickwork in rounded walls of fort, replacement of
the top to reach or1g1na1 lewel; opening sally port for ingress

" and egress at main ground level.

(3) Provision of utilities, and a security program.

(4) Construction of exhibits and archives rooms, preparatlon for

. _memorials,' fu¥nishings, ‘facilities, etc. ’ o

(5) Landing barge or floating deck, salvaging heart pine deck of old

(6). Permanent boat for passengers.

(7) Ultimate helicopter landing pad; basins for replicas of The Litt]
David (the first submersible); possibly a restaurant.

carriages rotted away and guns buried in rubbish. It became an ''interesting
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Typical of the castle~type fortresses which guarded important early
settlements, but which lost their effectiveness with the improvement of
explosive shells and the developpent of rifle pieces, Castle Pinckney is
believed togsassibly the only horseshoe fort left in America which can be
restored. The fort is a Charleston Harbor landmark and is historically
interesting because it existed for such a long period of time, reflecting
a number of colorful and significant events from the Colonial through the
Confederate periods.

It is a reminder of early Golonial problems of fortification against

ea attack by Spaniards, pirates and Indians. As early as 1736, plans were
dvanced to fortify the small, sandy marsh island which was a 1711 land.
rant to Col. Alexander Parris, commander of the provincial militia. Its
ame reflects the later owner, Joseph Shute, and preserves the Colonial
ustom of describing a Carolina sea island as a "folly." -

The fort is"a rémindér of the Revolutionary War pefiod. ~In the 1780
efense of Charles Towne, Gen. Benjamin Lincoln used the Castle Pinckney
site as the terminal anchor for eight’ vessels sunk in the harbor to block
he British fleet. It was included in Congressional authorization after the

evolution to strengthen the defenseless Atlantic coast.

It is a reflection of the late 18th century when Chagleston;gns,<fearing
@ war with France, subscribed personal funds to improve harbor defenses and

amed the Shute's Folly fort for Charles Cotesworth Pinckney, Charlestonian
ho"was President Washington's ambassador to France and famous for his stand
gainst United States payment of any tribute. '

Although the fort saw no action in the War of 1812, Secretary of War
ustis reported it was the most important fortification in Charleston harbor
y the end of 1811.

During the Nullification years, Castle Pihckne§ was part of the steady

Build-up of Federal forces-along the coast.

Castle Pinckney was the first ground seized by the Confederate military,

gn act some historians claim as the first overt act of war. This was accom-

plished Dec. 17, 1860, by a detachment of the S.C. Militia's lst Regiment of
Rifles under Col. J.J. Pettigrew and Maj. Ellisop Capers. During 1861, the
garrison guarded Federal prisoners, taken during the Battle of First Manassas
about 65 members of the 1lth New York Zouaves and another group, from the
69th Irish Regiment's Meagher Zouaves. _Its occupation by Federal forces in
February, 1865, ended Castle Pinckney's tole ab ‘sentifhiel 6f Charleston.

Plans are completed for restoring the historic site =hd the effort has
strong backing.
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