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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

These are roughly pyramidal-shaped rock mounds, hollow in the center, with
chimney-like openings in the top. On one side at the base is an opening
approximately 10 inches wide and 6 inches high allowing access to the
hollow center portion of the rock ovens. The ovens are made of flat to
rounded basalt, and are approximately 5 feet wide at the base. They vary
from about 3 to 5 feet in height.

Two such ovens are found in the Turnbull National Wildlife Refuge approxi-
mately two miles apart, and near the Spokane, Portland and Seattle Railroad
tracks which pass through the northwest portion of this refuge. Both are
built on the edge of natural soil mounds which are typical in the mounded
soil type of the chanieled scablands of Eastern Wash1ngton

(see attached map and geograph1ca] data)
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

These rock ovens were built by Italian laborers who worked on construction

of the Spokane, Portland and Seattle Railroad  in 1906.

There were' several

contractors and subcontractors crews bu1]d1ng the ra11rqad in th1s v1c1n1ty.

. b

The nearest labor camp to these ovens was at Mock about 1-2 m11es to the

southeast.

an Italian subcontractor named Gabriel Ballante.

About 50 to 75 men worked out of this camp, which was run by
Construction through the

basalt rock outcrops was very difficult, and required extensive blasting.
Holes for the charges were hand drilled with drills up to 16 feet long.

Fires were built in these ovens to heat the rocks.

Coals were removed

and the bread Toaves were inserted through the side openings with Tong

wooden paddles.

macaroni during the construction period.

purchase meat from Tocal farmers.

The Italians subsisted almost entirely on bread and
Only occasionally did they



EXMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

Information was obtained from an interview of Mr. John Van Brundt, a
resident of Cheney, Washington. He was raised on a homestead near the

rock ovens and was present during the construction period. ' v, '
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