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Construction of the Temple buildings was started in,1901 and was 
completed with the arrival of the embellishments from Japan in 
February 1903. It is a simple, single story wood frame structure.

The main body of the structure has a hip roof with small gable ends 
under the ridge at either end of the building. Windows are recti­ 
linear, double hung with small pediments in the traditional curved 
form of the Japanese Genkon entry roofs. The entry roof is in gable 
form with exposed ridge trim and small scalloped gable trim which 
symbolizes bridge tile and decorative piece.

The roof is supported by two square wooden columns from the raised 
front entry porch-with wooden balustrades spanning from the wall 
to the wooden posts.

Entry to the building is by sliding wood frame, glass doors that open 
the full width of the porch. The structure on the interior is a 
single space with a large altar on the opposite side facing the 
entry. The remainder of the space between the entry and the altar is 
reserved for the worshippers.

While simple in detail, this small early 1900 Japanese temple is very 
well proportioned and has been well cared for over the years. It 
represents a good example of immigrants to Hawaii from Japan crying 
to recreate the rel i;gious edifices, that they le^ft behind in their 
own country. The building is now located in a complex of modern 
structures related with the mission. There is a school building, 
a large modern temple, and a residence for the Priest.
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The Lihue Hongwanji Mission is the oldest Japanese Buddhist Mission 
still in existence on Kauai, built by laborers imported from Japan 
expressly for this purpose. The temple is significant in that it 
reinforced Japanese ties to the mother country by preserving the 
language, education and cultural foundations, of immigrant Japanese 
laborers.

At the beginning of the twentieth century, the Hongwanji Mission in 
Kauai was organized under the leadership of Rev. Kenyu Arai who came 
from Japan. Arai was encouraged by the Plantation management to sti­ 
mulate the growth of religion among the workers as a means of social 
control. Carl Wolters, the Manager of the Lihue Plantation Co. donated 
plantation land in the Company's name for a temple which was completed 
in late 1901. Two years later in 1903, Rev. Arai returned to Japan 
and the Rev. Hiseki Miyasaki succeeded Arai. He stayed on for 45 
years during which time the mission grew. Sunday school classes be­ 
gan in 1901 and several Buddhist organizations and a Japanese language 
school were established. The language school became the most important 
of the Mission.

After the Japanese attack at Pearl Harbor in 1941, many Japanese Budd­ 
hist Priests in Hawaii were rounded up and sent to "relocation camps" 
on the Mainland as a security measure. The Rev. and Mrs. Miyasaki 
were among them. The affairs of the Mission continued under the di­ 
rection of Yukito Sakai until the Miyasakis' returned in March 1946 
to resume their work. Rev. Miyasaki died two years later on February 
24, 1948.

Miyasaki 
The war

the first phase 
interrupted many

Mission's
Mission's

With the passing of Rev
history came to a close
activities while fear of anti-Japanese feeling undoubtedly led to a
desire by the Mission members to let the language school and Japanese
associations lanquish.

( continued )
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Third generation children (sansel) received their Buddhist education tn English. 
The Sunday school and youth programs of the Mission were re-established under the 
direction of Rev. Shodo Umehara, who became Minister in July 1948. Rev, Umehara 
carried the expansion of the Mission forward by encouraging planned growth. The 
Mission purchased the adjoinging property in August 1956, and bought part of the 
Lihue Plantation property in late 1957. In 1958, the Mission became incorporated 
in order to provide for its maintenance and plan for a progressive future.

More activities were encouraged an Atktdp class, a 4-H club, and other projects 
had their start at this time. In 1959, Rev, Umehara transferred to the Aiea 
Hongwanji Mission in Honolulu and was replaced by the Rev, Bunyu Terayaroa, the 
Minister of Waimea Hongwanji Mission of Kauai.

Decreased anti-Japanese hostility had led to a greater appreciation by all mem­ 
bers of the community toward things Japanese, The congregation of the Lihue 
Hongwanji Mission felt secure enough to push for the reactivation of the Helwa 
Gakuen or language school in order to teach the Japanese children their ancestral 
language. The school was re-opened in 1960.

A new temple building was dedicated on the last week on January 1965, Rev, Ryosho 
Kondo is the current Minister of the Mission.


