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A structure has been built completely enclosing the station. An
early picture which has disappeared showed the original station as
having a split shake roof and what appeared to be clay chinked walls.
The size of the building is 22 feet by 14 feet.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (Include Personages, Dates, Events, Etc.)

This station is believed to be the oldest, if not the oldest, remaining
in the United States. It remains as a symbol of the first National
Forest in Region Nine, the "Minnesota," which grew from the Minnesota
Forest Reserve established by passage of the Morris Act in 1902.

The station is located about one half mile Southwest of Turtle Mound.
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7+ Description

The o0ld Cut Foo}  Sioux Ranger Station is a one room log structure,
built in 1904¢” Two men went from Cass lLake to this site by boat,
taking only tools, some hardware and lumber for a floor and door.
Local trees in the area provided the logs.

About 1913 the old station was modified by cutting a garage door
in one end. v

During the 1930's the old station was converted into a museum.
Indian artifacts, relics of the fur trade and early logging
days, were assembled for display and are still retained in this
building.

To protect the logs from further deterioration, a protective
building was constructed of plywood in September, 1969, This
outer building protects the old log structure from the elements
and also provides adequate ventilation to keep the inner log
building dry. Fhotos enclosed.
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8.

Significance

The old Cut Foot Sioux Ranger Station was built at the end of
the Turtle Mound portage on a campsite used by travelers since
prehistoric times. The portage trail runs from Bowstring Lake
to Little Cut Foot Sioux Lake, The Turtle Mound is an exceed-
ingly rare intaglio effigy mound in the form of a turtle. This
type of mound indicates ceremonial or religous origin. It is
believed the mound dates back 2000-4000 years, and was adopted
by historical tribes. Nomination forms on the Turtle Mound
were submitted to State Liaison Officer on August 31, 1973.

The attached four page history of old Minnesota Forest Reserve
and Minnesota Chippewa National Forest was taken from the Lake
Winnibigoshish Recreation Composite compiled by E. Farrell

Creech, 8/3/68, and on file with the U. S. Forest Service, Cass
Lake, Minnesota.
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OLD CUT FOOT SIOUX RANGER STATION . -~ . ' o

~‘"ﬁio station is be;ieved to be one of the oldest, if not the oldesi, rcmainiqg

"in the United Scates. It remains as a sywbol of the Tirst National Forest

:ﬁE?en_thc building site of the old station has a rich bacx;round cxtending
';back through early history to prehiatoric time. . j o

O hunters of the Woodland culiure. They crossed the divide between the

. Hudaon's Bay and Mississippi watersheds and camped on the shore of what was X
T later to be called Little Cut Foot Sioux Lake. With the passage of centuries
‘ﬁtﬁe portage trail was etched deep into the sandy soil by countless bare nnd

zmoccas*nea feet. An unknown people established the Turile Mound on a hill- :
':top a short distance from the lake. Cn the lakeshore an openinz in the cndleaa i
%‘*:Sa“wjxo-est became evlident. Broken poitery, stone artifacts and other debris

:5} of an early civilization accnmnlaucd and wcra covered bj hurus.
: 1

! A

:;*n ecxly historic time the early Irench explorcra and fur traders found the

;Lwoodland Dakota or Sioux occupjinr the arca. 3By 1748 tno 0jioway, or Chippewa,“::”

';nusnnd westward by the Iriquois, and alded vy the Freach; gained conirol of '

-‘this area and the greater part.of what is now Minnesota. The was party ol

" Mousesg at Montreal and Fort Charlotte. Some traveled to the east aad Joughs °
" with Montcalm against Genoral Wolfe at the battle of.Qﬁebec.

-'iafte: the Wer of 1812 they came under control ol the Zaglishs The Eudson's

.Bay and Northwest Fur Companies -enlkced the French yosta and the. &u:a me3

‘zorth Lo Rat Po.taTe (now Kcao*a) unq uo~ h ‘and eass

NP Y ".'
> " .
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Alter the VWar of 1812, Joha Jacob Astor's American ur Compony gradiacwy

repiaced the old Irench and English posts in the area. As the rich harvest

furs dwindled, small independent traders gathered the scattered remnants

+y

e}

lert by the giants of the trade.

By a scries of treatieéwfhfdugh the 1800's the Chippewa weze gradually
settled on reservations including this area. In 1884 the Winnibigoshish
dam was constructed to.create one of a chain of reservoirs to prévide a
constant supply of water for downstream navigation from St. Paul. Part of

tas portage and old campsite on Little Cut Foot Sioux Lake was flooded.

By 1890 the lumber industry was pressing against the boundaries of the
four Chippewa reservations surrounding Leech, Cass and Winnibigoshish Lakes.
The Federal Government was emnowered to sell timber and land other than that

allotted to individual Inalans Receipts were to be paid into tribal funds.

Since the pine withiq the reservations was of more than usual value there was

pressure to place it on the market.
Politically appointed cruisers were set to work appraising the land and
imber. The results were grossly inaccurate. A better class of practical

* crulsers was appointed and the estimates for the reservation hurried io

completion. The sale date was set for March, 1899.

-

- In the meantime the impatient loggers secured passage of a bill whica, unde#
N ‘the gulse of bemefit to the impoverished Chippewas, peraitted lozging of
"”"aeaa and dowa' timber on the reservation. Through poor adminisiratiocn more
green than dead timber was cut and at very little benefit to the Indians.
Much timber was stolen outrignt. In one case the Governmeat recovered
$85,000.00 in a suit against one logging company. Another logger was

coanvicted and sent to prison for setling & Iire which created a huge area.

" of Mdead" tlmoer.5 2y Ouhers, equall* gullty. escape& thhou» cetectlon.

One Indian Ageat, a ¥ ,2ngker,:protgsted against this slip-shod managezeat.
and the forth-coming sale. From his efforts to rotect tna rzsats of the‘
' Caippewas finally emerged the Mimresota kat;o“al Ibiest.
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' Manajement of this "Minnesota Forest Reserve' was to be vested in the newly

be created when payment was made for the reserve pine and lands.

TR e B e T

4

..o che date of sale approached, agitation arose to save the 2read éw. u Palies.

An organization headed by Dr. Cyrus Northrup was formed to work for tais

ra

I

mcasure. The Federated Vomen's Clubs of Minnesota under the leadership of

Mrs. Lydia P. Williams and Mrs. William E. Brannall were in the vanguard.

Through the éfforts of this group, seexing a practical solution where=
oy the cash value of their land and timber could be harmonized with the
objective of establishing a public park or Forest, the Secretary of Iaterior
was induced to postpone the sale indefinitely. Three years went by with no -

action. .

In the fall of 1901 Senator Page Morris of Duluth introduced a Bill which,
after some modificatioﬁ was passed in 1902. It provided for setting

aside an area of 275,000 acres, reserving 5% of the standing red and white.
pine ifor seed itrees and preserving all pine oa Star Island and within the

Ten Section Area surrounding Pike Zay and along the east side of Cass Lake.

created Bureau of Forestiry under Gifford Pinchot. A National Forest was to .

Zugene Bruce, an Adirondack lumberman associate of Pinchot was placed in
charge of the Minnesota Forest Reserve. The efficiency of his management,
especially in cbnvincing the hard-headed lumberzen of the wisdom of slash
disposal and respecting 'seed trees'; did much to influence Congress in

passage of the Act which transferred jurisdiction of the Forest Reserve

-

from the De tment of Interior to Agriculiure.

At this point in time it became evident that an outpost was needed to serve

as a base Ior closer supervision of the Cut Fool Sioux area. George Marshall

wilo succeeded Bruce, and became the first supervisor of the Minnesota

National,Forest, recalled that in 1904 or 19C5 at the time he took ovgrvfro; -

" Bruce; two men, Sewell Tibbetts and 3illy McKinnon, were sent from Cass lLake

to build a station. Tney wenit by boat taking only tools, some hardware and.
lusbar for a floor and docr.
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.. present Mosomo Point campground. The outlines of their cabins are still

Tae old campsite at the end of the portaze was still open &0 Lt was ..

-

logical place to build a one room log siruciurc.

+

In a 1933 letter to Ranger CGerald S. Horton, Mr. Marshall recalled that he
and Mr. W. B. Greeley, then District Forester at Missoula, went by launch
from Cass Lake to Cut Foot Sioux and slept on the floor of the Station. No

-bed or bunks nad been provided at that time.

Horace Lydick was the first Ranger to:occupy the Station. He was followed

in 1911 or 1912 by George Henderson who built a two story Zog dwelling and

the Round Lake Ranger Station. His daughter, Mrs. Dorothy Thompson, recalls
‘1iving in the new dwelling with the old Station serving as a tool shed. Thneir
nearest neighbors were William Fairbanks, wio ran a tradlng post on the site
of the present Cut Foot Sioux Inn; Bob Mosomo and Boast ring Jack. Bob was.
the last hereditary chief of the Winnibigoshish band of Chippewas and as suca,
guardian of the Turtle ¥ound, enirusted to the care of the Chippewa by the
Sioux through a t*ea£y in l?pﬁ. Bowstring Jack was.a Sioux captured aand

acdopted in infancy bj Mosomo's family. These two lived on thae site of the . ;

visible alongside the campground road. N
v - o

As time went on, the old station was modified by cutting a garage doér

in one end. This was probably the work of Ranger George Farley who came .|

taere in 1913 or 1914, He was knowa to have owned oze of the first : .

" "model T's" in the area. . . ' . -

During the 1930's the old station was converted into & museum by Ranger
Gerald S. Horton. Indian artifacts, relics of the fur trade and early

logging days, and natural curios wers assemdled there. This is esseatially

ihe present status of the building. Although it is_not advertised, a
substantial number of visitors come each year ze see what they have on¢y

encowntersed in books or old sautlers tales.

in summary:- The old Cut Foobt Sioux Ranger Station is probably tha oldest
in the United States. If was built at the end of the Turtle Mound poriags o,
ca a campsite used by travelers since prehistoric times. - o ;
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