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MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
80 BOYLSTON STREET 
BOSTOK. MA 02116 

AREA FORM NO. 
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Town 

('..'inchester, Mass. I ' .R.A.) 
V/INOHSSTER 

Address 21 v/ashington Street 

Historic Name Jacob Stanton House 

Photo (3"x3" or 3"x5". black and 
white) Indicate address of 
property on back of photo. 
Staple to le f t side of form. 

Sketch Map: Draw n p showing property's location 

I AA<: A 
UTM REFERENCE X'X^TQ, "^"^ 0 llXO 

USGS QUADRANGLE LeXV / V OTON ^ /XASS . 

SCALE / - X ^ OOP 

Use: Present dwel l ing 

Original dwe 11 ing 

DESCRIPTION 

Date c i rca 1840 
S t y l i s t i c analysis;  

Source -iha-pTn̂ n* s I j i s t o r v of V/incheste 

Style Greek Revival 

Arch i tect unkno\ '̂n 

Exterior Mall Fabric clapboard 

Outbuildings garage / y ^ 

Major Alterations (with dates) 

Condition Excellent 

oacK irom 
Hoved Washington Oate 

s t ree t 
188? 

.33 acre Acreage 
O*7'0i'5l 

Setting Along major thoroughfare 

near tov.Ti center. Mixed r e s iden t i a l 

and i n s t i t u t i o n a l use. 

Recorded by Parol Ely 

Organization V/inchester H i s t o r i c a l Comi 

Date 1078; revised by H. V/hite 10/8? 

Formerly 1 V/ashington St (prel90. 



NATIONAL REGISTER CRHERIA STATEMENT (if applicable) ..A'^^^y' 
The Stanton House i s notable as the only l o c a l example of a h igh- • 

s tyled temple f r o n t Greek Revival house. The Stanton House i s also 
s i g n i f i c a n t f o r i t s associations v/ i th Deacon Nathan Johnson, a l o c a l 
blacksmith, whose shox> furnished large amomts of i r o n f o r the Boston 
and Lo-.vell Railroad constmiction during the 1830s. Therefore the 
Stanton House meets C r i t e r i a B and C of the Kat ional Register of H i s t o r i c 
Places, . . _ " • - • ' ' ••̂ •J-

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important architectural features and evaluate in terms of 
other buildings within the community. * 

The Stanton House i s an except ional ly v.-ell-preserved example of a 
temple-front type of Greek Revival house, and V.'inchester• s only example 
of t h i s s t y l e . "The Stanton House i s a two-and-one-half s tory s t ructure 
s i t ed v.dth i t s gable end to the s t r ee t . The most prominent feature of^ 
the house i s the tv/o-story c l a s s i ca l p o r t i c o , v/i th columns of a composite 
order. The tympanum and facade are flush-boarded i n an attempt to 

•simulate the ashlar masonry of the Greek temple prototype. The entrance 
i s o f f s e t to the l e f t v/ i th transom and s i d e l i g h t s . F i r s t and second 
s tory v/indov/s on the facade are f u l l - l e n g t h v/ith a s ix-over-nine sash 
conf igura t ion . Other notev/orthy features are the shaped v/indov/ l i n t e l s 
and the elaborate i r o n g r i l l w o r k of the p o r t i c o , poss ib ly fabr ica ted 
i n Nathan Johnson's blacksmith shop. A tv7o-and-one-half s tory gable -v;->:c-
roofed e l l i s attached to the nor th v/est comer of the house. . • ••, • 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain the role owners plajed in local or state history and how the 
building relates to the development of the comwnity. 
* The Stanton House v/as b u i l t c i rca 1840 by Deacon Nathan Brooks Johnson 

{I792-I87I ) a successful l o c a l blacksmith v/hose shop stood beside the house. 
"The Johnson f ami ly ov/ned considerable land i n the Immediate v i c i n i t y , and 
' t h e houses of f i v e of Nathan's brothers stood nearby. Nathan and his 

brother Francis v/ere partners i n the blacksmith shop, and produced a va r i e ty 
of a r t i c l e s i n i r o n , i nc lud ing the forged knives f o r the leather s p l i t t i n g 
machines i n the IXitter m i l l . The furnished great amounts of h a r d v / a r e i r o n 
and t i e bol ts f o r the nev/ Boston & Lov/ell Railv.-ay. Nathan v/as act ive i n 
tov.Ti and church a f f a i r s . He was a deacon of the V/obum Songregational 
Church, and l a t e r of the V/inchester Congregational Church v/hen i t s p l i t 
o f f from the V/obum church. Johnson was also named to V/inchester's f i r s t 
Board of Selectmen i n I85O. '. 

A f t e r Johnson's death i n I 8 7 I , the house v/as purchased by Jacob 
Stanton i n 1880, a l o c a l grocer v.'ho b u i l t the large commercial block i n 
the tov/n center loiov/n as the "Brov.Ti & Stanton Block". - ' 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES 
ueeds . ..... - - - • 

» I854 V/alling Map of V/inchester 
Histor-y of Winchester, by H. Chapman, 1936, pp.53, 99, 13^-37, 147-49, 152-53, 

157, 160, 167, 173, 181, 226. 
* V/inchester Archiva l Center, f i l e s . 

8/85 
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Attest 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET 

REQUESTED ACTION: NOMINATION 

PROPERTY Stanton, Jacob, House 
NAME: 

MULTIPLE Winchester MRA 
NAME: 

STATE & COUNTY: MASSACHUSETTS, Middlesex 

DATE RECEIVED: 5/22/89 DATE OF PENDING LIST: 6/06/89 
DATE OF 16TH DAY: 6/22/89 DATE OF 45TH DAY: 7/06/89 
DATE OF WEEKLY LIST: 

REFERENCE NUMBER: 89000614 

NOMINATOR: STATE 

REASONS FOR REVIEW: 

APPEAL: N DATA PROBLEM: N LANDSCAPE: N LESS THAN 50 YEARS: N 
OTHER: N PDIL: N PERIOD: N PROGRAM UNAPPROVED: N 
REQUEST: N SAMPLE: N SLR DRAFT: N NATIONAL: N 

COMMENT WAIVER: N 

J^CCEPT _RETURN REJECT l / P j - f DATE SrioSl 'L^^t^r 

ABSTRACT/SUMMARY COMMENTS: 

RECOM./CRITERIA_ 
REVIEWER 
DISCIPLINE 
DATE 

DOCUMENTATION see a t tached coitunents Y/N see a t tached SLR Y/N 



CLASSIFICATION 

count resource type 

STATE/FEDERAL AGENCY CERTIFICATION 

FUNCTION 

historic current 

DESCRIPTION 

architectural classification 
materials 
^descriptive text 

SIGNIFICANCE 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and jus t i f y below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

summary paragraph 
completeness 
cl a r i t y 
applicable c r i t e r i a 
j u s t i f i c a t i o n of areas checked 
relating significance to the resource 
context 
relationship of integrity to significance 
ju s t i f i c a t i o n of exception 
other 

BIBLIOGRAPHY 

GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 

acreage ^verbal boundary description 
UTMs boundary ju s t i f i c a t i o n 

ACCOMPANYING DOCUMENTATION/PRESENTATION 

sketch maps USGS maps photographs presentation 

OTHER COMMENTS ~ 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to 

Phone 

Signed " Date 







Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000303 


