M B - BUILDING

MASSACHUEETTS HISTORCAL GCCMMISSON
80 BOYLSON STREET
BOSICK. MA 02116

Photo (3"x3" or 3"'x5". black ad
white) Indicate address of
property an back of photo.
Staple to left side of form.

Sketch Mgo: Drav np showing property's location

| AA<: A

UTM REFERENCE X'XATQ, "nA0 o 1IXO

USGS QUADRANGLE LeXV /V OTON
SCALE / - X"~ OOP

N IXASS

AREA RV NO
260

("..'inchester, Mass. |I'.R.A.)
Town VANOHSSTER

Address 21 v/ashington Street
Historic Nare Jacob Stanton House

U= Present dwelling
Original dwelling

DESCRPTION

Dae circa 1840

Stylistic analysis; _
Source  HhaplM* s ljistorv of V/incheste

Style Greek Revival

Architect unkno\“'n

Exterior Mdl Fabric clapboard
Outbuildings garage/y

Magjor Alterations (with dates)

Condition Excellent

oacK irom

Hoved Washington Oae 1887
street

Acreege .33 acre

O*7'0i'5l
Setting Along major thoroughfare
near tov.Ti center. Mixed residential

and institutional use.

Recorded by Parol Ely

Organization V/inchester Historical G

Dae 1078; revised by H. V/hite 10/8?
Formerly 1 V/ashington St (prel90.



NATIONAL REGISTER CRHERIA STATEMENT (if applicable)

The Stanton House is notable as the only local example of a high- «
styled temple front Greek Revival house. The Stanton House is also
significant for its associations v/ith Deacon Nathan Johnson, a local
blacksmith, whose do¢ furnished large amomts of iron for the Boston
and Lo-.vell Railroad constmiction during the 1830s. Therefore the

Stanton House meets Criteria B and C of the Kational Register of Historic
Places, . : "e-e'lelNe]

ARCHTECTURAL SGNIHCANCE Describe important architectural features axd evauate in terms of
other buildings within the community. *

The Stanton House is an exceptionally v.-ell-preserved example of a
temple-front type of Greek Revival house, and V.'inchesteres only example
of this style. "The Stanton House is a two-and-one-half story structure
sited v.dth its gable end to the street. The most prominent feature of?
the house is the tv/o-story classical portico, v/ith columns of a composite
order. The tympanum and facade are flush-boarded in an attempt to
esimulate the ashlar masonry of the Greek temple prototype. T entrance
is offset to the left v/ith transom and sidellghts. First and second
story v/indov/s on the facade are full-length v/ith a six-over-nine sash
configuration. Other notev/orthy features are the shaped v/indov/ lintels
and the elaborate iron grillwork of the portico, possibly fabricated
in Nathan Johnson's blacksmith shop. A tv7o-and-one-half story gable V->lC
roofed ell is attached to the north v/iest comer of the house. : ° = oo

HISTORICAL SGNIHCANCE Explain the role ownas plajed in local or state history ad how the
building relates to the devdopment of the comwnity.

* The Stanton House v/as built circa 1840 by Deacon Nathan Brooks Johnson
{1792-1871) a successful local blacksmith v/hose shop stood beside the house.
"The Johnson family ov/ned considerable land in the Immediate vicinity, and
'the houses of five of Nathan's brothers stood nearby. Nathan and his
brother Francis v/ere partners in the blacksmith shop, and produced a variety
of articles in iron, including the forged knives for the leather splitting
machines in the IXitter mill. The furnished great amounts of hardv/areiron
and tie bolts for the nev/ Boston & Lov/ell Raillv.-ay. Nathan v/as active in
tov.Ti and church affairs. He was a deacon of the V/obum Songregational
Church, and later of the V/inchester Congregational Church vhen it split
off from the V/obum church. Johnson was also named to V/inchester's first
Board of Selectmen in 1850. '
After Johnson's death in 1871, the house v/as purchased by Jacob
Stanton in 1880, a local grocer vho built the large commercial block in
the tov/n center loiov/n as the "Brov.Ti & Stanton Block". -

BIBLICGRARHY and/or REFERENCES
ueeds e - - -
» 1854 V/alling Mg of V/inchester

Histor-y of Winchester, by H. Chgoman, 1936, pp.53, 99, 137-37, 147-49, 152-53,
157, 160, 167, 173, 181, 226.
* V/inchester Archival Center, files.
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