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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL {IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Because the neighborhood surroundings have changed and generally been upgraded the
Bergmann Hotel is not as prepossessing, architecturally, as when it was first built.
Nevertheless it remains a landmark; the facade virtually indistinguishable when
compared to photographs taken at the time of completion in 1913. The only exterior
alteration ever made--the dining wing added in 1926-but subsequently demolished--
restored the original integrity. No evidence remains of this one-time alteration.

Rectangular, three-storied, shingled, with 66 windows and full basement, so the
Bergmann remains. Interior decor, plumblng, lighting and heating have been , .
generally modernlzed through the years. But no major interlor structural alteratlon,
other than was necessary for the Manager's apartment and utlllzatlon of basement
storerooms to accomodate the restaurant, has occurred.

The shingled facade has always been the most impressive architectural feature. It
adds tonal values and texture to an otherwise severe appearance, noteable for lack

of embellishment. Nor are there grounds or landscaping to alleviate starkness.
Almost every foot of ground was utilized for the structure, on scafé land initially
patented as the Bonanza Lode Mining Claim, a site dating from the beglnnlng of Juneau
as the first important gold camp in Alaska.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Bergmann Hotel is significant for the role it has played in State and Local history;
and for commemorating the name of a pioneer Alaskan woman, pfominentlylassociated with
. leading Juneau hotels from 1896 to 1916. ‘ '

General History

The present capital city of Alaska came into existence with the first major placer gold
strike in the Territory, in 1880. As the placers declined, hard-rock mining developed
and eventually these consolidated into two world-famous properties, the Treadwell

(on adjacent Douglas Island) and the Alaska-Juneau. Juneau was made the capital in
1900, but the executive offices were not moved from Sitka until 1906. Because of gold,
fisheries, shipping and government, Juneau has played a prominent role in Alaska's
19th and 20th Century history. The Bergmann hotel has been part of Juneau's history
for more than two-thirds of the city's colorful life-span.

Marie Bergmann

The Bergmann Hotel, built in 1913, is among the oldest surviving hostelries in Juneau.
It was built by Marie E. Bergmann, a German emigrant who came to the Gastineau Channel
in 1896 following the death of her husband in Seattle. Her initial employment was at
the Franklin House, a pioneer board-and-rooming establishment for miners. She then
worked at the Perseverance Mine and as a nurse at the Simpson Hospital, established in
1886 by a prominent early-day physician. About 1907 she began managing the Circle
City Hotel, owned by businessman George Miller; acquiring the location, she selected

a new site, just off the principal business district and central to the leading
residential area and built the 50 room, rectangular, three-story, full basement
apartment-hotel, which held its grand opening on December 16, 1913. Her initial hopes,
with outside capital, was to build a 64 room structure. Steam-heated, with electric
lights, hot and cold water in every room, with both baths and showers on every floor,
it was considered--even in its scaled down version—--as the best in Juneau, Widow
Bergmann, however, did not long enjoy the fruits of her sfccess. Stricken with brain
hemmorhage she died on March 18, 1916. The hotel was left to relatives in Germany,
but management was placed with a former employee, Mrs. Mary Bernhofer. The Alaskan
Daily Empire in a front page obituary story, called Mrs. Bergmann "one of the best

known and best loved women of the city. . .friend, comforter and counsellor, and often
banker, to those in need."
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

All of Lot Four Block 15 of the Townsite of Juneau and 20 feet Lot five along Harris
Street, 48.93 feet of intersection with dividing line between Lots five and six,

9.72 feet to N.W. corner of Lot four, thence 50.00 feet along the dividing line between
lots four and five, containing 272.10 square feet.
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On April 12, 1926, John Green purchased the property and also acquired an adjoining
lot from the Pacific Coast Company. On this lot, he immediately had constructed
and attached to the hotel "a 60-place dining room, the largest in Juneau, with the
best food in town'". N.G. Nelson purchased the hotel in 1931 and sold it three

years later to Andrew Twieten, operator of a coal mine at Angoon. Not a good manager,
Twieten allowed the property to decline over the years. Eventually he closed and

then dismantled the attached dining room. In 1970 the hotel was acquired by Pat
Barrett and Michae.l Gallagher, who added a new basement dining area, and have
since operated it as a cafeteria resturant. With the exception of the dining area
and the manager's apartment, the interior also has remained unaltered during the

past 63 years (1976).



