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1. Name of Property
historic name  EAST BRIDGEWATER COMMON HISTORIC DISTRICT

other names/site number

2. Location

street & number Central, Plvmouth Sts., Morse Ave, around Common _ not for publication
city or town East Bridgewater vicinity

state Massachusetts code MA countv  Plvmouth code 023 . zip code 02333

3. state/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as amended, | hereby certify that thisfes®jiomination

* request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of

historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property
Ajfrmeets « does not meelLtbe National Register Criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant

» nationally « statewide ljwocally. (¢ See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

anature of certifying officiaffTitle Juditj®. MeDonough, Executive Director Date

fMisachusetts Historical Commission, State Historic Preservation Officer

state or Federal agency and bureau
In my opinion, the property « meets « does not meet the National Register criteria. (¢ See continuation sheet for additional Comments.)
Signature of certifying official/Title Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

4. Nati/onal Park Service Certification
1, herepy certify that this property is: Date of Action
(Entered in the National Register
* See continuation sheet.
» determined eligible for the
National Register
» See continuation sheet.
» determined not eligible for the
National Register
* removed from the
National Register
 other (explain):
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Name of Property

5. Classification

Ownership of Property

(Check as many boxes as apply) (Check only one box)

X_private _ building(s)

X_public-local X district

_ public-State _ site

_ public-Federal _ structure
_ Object

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

DOMESTIC/single dwelling
FUNERARY/cemeterv
LANDSCAPE/plaza

RECREATION and CULTURE/monument
RELIGION/religious facility

7. Description
Architectural Classification

(Enter categories from instructions)
COLONIAL/Georgian EARLY REPUBLIC/Federal
MID 19" CENTURY/Greek Revival
LATE VICTORIAN/ Italianate. Stick

Narrative Description

Plymouth. MA
County and State

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing Noncontributing
38 18 building
4 sites
1 1 structures
4 3 objects
47 22 Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed
in the National Register

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

DOMESTIC/single dwelling
GOVERNMENT/town hall
FUNERARY/cemeterv

LANDSCAPE/plaza

RECREATION AND CULTURE/monument
RELIGION/religious facility

Materials

(Enter categories from instructions)

foundation stone

walls wood
roof asphalt
other

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)
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7. DESCRIPTION

The Ead Bridgewater Common Historic District isadistrict of religious, civic, and resdentia buildings
which surround the historic Town Common in the eegterly part of Eagt Bridgewater. The 17 acre,
triangular-shaped Town Common lies a the district's center, bounded by Central Street & its wide
northem sde, by Plymouth Street to its southwest, and Morse Avenue to its southeest. The didtrict is
located ablock eesward of the town's nineteenth century commercia center a Bedford and Central
Strets, and strongly retainsits historic scale and dreetscgpe continuity. The district contains
approximately 69 acresand represents the town's early development around its public common, muster
field and first meetinghouse/church.  Itsfocal point isthe First Parish Church, centered directly north of
the Common, whose large scdeand tall spire are visiblefrom all partsof the district. The predominance
of two-story massing, similar clgpboard and shingle surfaces, and of Federd and Greek Reviva detailing
on many of the nineteenth century homes visually unifies the district. The placement of homeson open
lots with moderate setbacks creates a pleasing rhythmic pattem. Mature landscaping and well-
maintained grounds add to the district's character. The individual resources date from 1703 to 1989
when a saries of six Colonial-style townhouseswere built in acluster on aportion of the historic muster
field eedt of the Common. The district would become the first National Register district in the town of
Ead Bridgewater.

The district contains atotal of 69 resources, of which 47 are contributing and 22 are non-contributing.
There are 38 contributing buildings, 4 contributing objects, 4 contributing stes, and 1 contributing
dructure. Of the non-contributing resources, 18 are buildings, 3 are objects, and lisadtructure. The
non-contributing buildings include the High School whichis st beck from the street & the Common's
southwest edge, St. John's Church and acluster of six townhouses which are al of a moderately-
compatible Colonial Reviva style. The newer housea #33 Morse Avenue is dso compatible initssmall
e and Capedesign, while #310-312 Centrad Street ismore intrasive in its prominent siting and
Garrison-Colonid style. The properties are mostly in good to excelent condition and have been well-
maintained. Severd retain large bams to the rear of the main house. Original desdgn character ad
historic building fabric are largely intact.

The district lies on an dongated glacia formation historically known as "The Plain." This broad, leve
plain runsthe fiill length of the district from west to eadt, but drops offjust south of the Common and
adong the southem boundary of the district so that Plymouth Street, Strong Avenue and Speare Avenue
al run downhill asthey leavethe district. Tothe west, the plain abutsa doping hill that mns north-south
through the commercid district. The plain dso dropsoff a the district's northem edge, where the
cemetery properties dope downward to a smal stream. The varied terrain and winding pathsadd to the
variety and visua interest of the Central Cemetery's landscgpedesign. The plain extends eastward
beyond the district into further outlying arees.

The digtrict's physical character isdetermined by the street pattem which wraps around the centra
Common. Centrad Street runs eest-west through the center of the district and since the seventeenth
century hes served as amain route from one Sde of town to the other. The clustering of homes,
churches, and graveyards dong the edge of amain road such as this was a common development pattem

(continued)
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in New England towns. Plymouth Street, which dopes southward, defined the Common's edge. This
edge of the Common was soon lined with homes built by prominent citizenswhose farmlands were in
this area.or who were involved in civic and religious affairs. Until the 1950s, the Common was
condderably larger than a present, extending further eesward adong Central Street to dso include a
muder field. Itslarger Sze would have further emphadzed its historic importance as a public gathering
place and militia training field, now somewhat lessened by the cregtion of Morse Avenue and the newer
buildingsto its eedt.

The Town Common's modest landscgpe design derives from its early days as a common pasturage
(MAP #26, MHC #909, Photograph #1,2). It features alarge expanseof grass, saverd new brick-paved
paths, one mature tree neer its center, and smaler deciduous trees more recently planted dong the
perimeter. An 1820s planting plan by Williams Latham conssted of forty trees planted in two rows
aong the Common's outer edges, but is no longer evident. A fence of sguare granite pogsand iron rails
aurrounds the Common, with new wooden park benches intergpersed dong its length. The Common's
focal pointisthe 1874 Civil War Monument at its center, a 33-foot tall granite obelisk engraved with the
namesof the 47 townsmen who lost their livesin the Civil War. Aflagpol e,wooden gazebo, and War
Memorial have been more recently stuated in the westerly portion of the Common.

Thedistrict'sgrets are lined by narrow sidewaks, with the homes st back 20-30 feet from the stredt.
The lots are generdly rectangular, narrow at the dreet end but extending back upto 150 feet to form
dep rear yards. Most of the homes have grasslawns and mature foundation plantingswhich add to the
gracious, settled-in feeling of the district. A row of large trees dose to the sidewalk in the easterly
section creates a dhady tree-lined dreet effect. There are 0 two very large trees in the foreground of
the Hobart Edtate. Severd properties include garages, free-standing or attached bams sat back behind
the houses. The garages are generdly of complimentary designs and modest insize. The bams
drengthen the historic context of the homes as reminders of their agrarian past. Particularly fine
examples are those of the Levi Churchill House, the Clarence Chandler House, and the Dr. Danidl
Chaplin House.

A sydem of old granitewalls (M AP #2) mns through the district to serve as retaining walls for the
cemeteries and severd of the homes. Thesewalls date from the eighteenth to late-nineteenth centuries
and are another unifying feature of the district. The earliest-known walls surrounded the Old Graveyard
but were rebuilt in 1822 and 1887 for the widening of Centra Street. The south wall isbuilt of mortared
fieldstone with agranite cap and is 333 feet long and 2-3 feet high. The eest wall gppears to be older and
isof smdl flat Soneswith acut granite cgp on the south part, and of drywall constmction in the north
portion. There isan indentation in thiswall where the hearse house once stood. The entrance roadway
into the Central Cemetery has agranite block wall dong itswest edge, while the cemetery's Church
Street edge hes amore formal wall of Quincy granite, evenly cut and s, and 266 feet in length. Other
walls were built by property owners for esthetic effect or as retaining walls on doping stes. These
include the 1854 random granitewall which lines Central Street infront of the Aaron Hobart
Egate’Town Offices, and the 1-2 foot highfieldstoneand granitewalls in front of the Major Seth
Johnson House and the Chamberlain/Millet/Bartlett House.

Thedistrict's oldest property isthe Old Graveyard a 140-180 Centra Street (MAP #29, MHC #810;
Photograph #5). A cemetery was established hereby 1703 and enlarged by 1759, with the northesst
(continued)
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comer designated as the Pauper's Comer. It israised three feet above grade by afiel dstoneand granite
wall onthe south and eedt Sdes, and isalevdl, rectangular site. A few largetreesgiveit a wooded
gopearance. The markers are st closdly together in fairly regular rowsand condst mainly of flat granite
heedgoneswith round-arched tops.

TheLewisKeith House (MAP #22; MHC #80; Photograph #8) may bethe district's earliest surviving
building. Located a 274 Central Strest, it may date from as early as 1738, dlthough it was dtered ca
1835. The badc design is Georgian, a smpletwo-story,five-bay,center entrance house, st very dose
tothe gtreet. 1t isfaced in weathered wooden shingles. The entrance porch gppears to be of Greek
Revival design, ca. 1835. It condsts of a pitched roof supported on atall architrave which retson two
fluted Doric columns.

Another of the oldest buildings isthe Noves/Kingman House a 329 Centra Streest (MAP #9; MHC #9;
Photograph #10). Built ca 1790, it isafive-bay,center-entrance Georgian design, two gtories high.
Theridgeroof is cgoped by amassive centra chimney. The building isfaced in dagpboards and hes six-
over-six lights. The entrance has smple pilasters and arectangular architrave molding with a projecting
upper edge. There are two rear dlsin the west portion, one of two gories and one of one story, and a
amdl €l in the eest portion as well. Thetwo-story west portion was reportedly added from parts of the
old (Second) First Parish Church when it was demolished in 1795.

The First Parish Church a 234 Centrd Street datesfrom 1794, was remodeed in the 1850s, and
expanded with aParish House addition (MAP #24; MHC #1; Photograph #1,2). Theoriginal design
had its main entrance centered on the Church Street (eest) devation, with a square projecting clocktower
a the south end. (Although it has been written that the church was moved a quarter tum on the site, it
apopears that perhgps only the entrance was moved and that the gabled entrance wing was added in front
of the clocktower.) The present design faces southward onto the Common and isa 2 '/i story structure
with athree-bay, two-story entrance wing cgoped by abroad gable. From itsroof rises atall square
three-tiered segplewith clock faces onthree ddes, cgoped by atall spire (rebuilt after the 1938
hurricane). The main massof the building isa larger gable-ended , two-story block, four bays deep.
From its northwest (rear) comer, alower two-gtory link connects to afive-baydeep, two-story Parish
House addition of Italianate design, whose long Side devation and ridge roof face southward. Thewest
elevation hes atall gable end with comiceretums.

The 1824 Dr. Samud Orr House & 210 Centrd Street dandsdirectly west of the First Parish Church
(MAP #27, MHC #69; Photograph #3). Itisatwo-story Federd design, five bays wide and three bays
degp with ahipped roof and two chimneys. A one-gtory partialy-enclosed porch (edded ca. 1910) wraps
around the south and west dlevations. The building isfaced in dgpboards and retains two-over-two seeh
from alate-nineteenth century remodeling. At the northeast comer isan atached bam now used asa

dorage room and garage.

At 33 Plymouth Street, directly acrossfrom the Common, stands the Joseph Chamberlain/Samuel
Green Alden House of 1826 (MAP #4: MHC #96; Photograph #6). Faoed in clapboards, itisafull
(continued)






NPSfom10«0< No. 1024-0018

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places

Continuation Sheet EEgErjdgaNaer?gmmHéﬁric)Distria
ridgewater (Plymouth Courty’
Massedhusdts

Section number 1— Page

Severd properties dating from the late nineteenth century line Centra Street neex the digtrict's eest end.
TheHerman Morse House a 334 Central Street of ca 1875 features the district's only Stick Style
desgn (MAP #17). Itisatwo and one-haf story home, with alarge gebled end facing the street andan
intersecting gable of equd dze facing eesward. The gables have large overhangs, with exposed rafters
on the front one and small diagona braces onthe eest one. Each has alarge diagond tmss design in the
pesk of the gable. The main facade isone-bay wide, with paired 1/1 windows in the first story, apair of
1/1 windows with triangular transoms and diagond-headed shutters a the second story, and a souat
third-story window with apesked head. The entry bay islocated in the south-facing end of the eest
gable. Itsshed roof porch is supported by tumed columns, large brackets and diagona bracing.

The Morse/Thomas House a 339 Centra Street has detailing characterigtic of the Eagllake Stylein its
front porches and comice brackets (MAP #10). The basc massing isathree-bay, 2 12 story block with
narrow recessad wingsto the eest and rear. The facade has an entry in the west bay which featuresa
shad roof hood resting on tumed podts. 1t hes abaudraded comice supported by decorative brackets
with apierced-circlemotif The eedt porch between the facade and east wing istwo bays degp and hesa
similarly-detailed baustraded comice and pierced-circlebrackets. These brackets dso gopeer a the
eavesa each comer of the roof. The building isnow sheethed in duminum but it does not affect the
detailing.

Two properties in the digtrict datefrom the early twentieth century and were built in the Bungadow style.
The Bradford Alexander House a 301 Centrd Street (MAP #7) datesfrom 1924. 1t was built on
farmland purchased in 1923 from George Webber, whose own house dands acrossthe dredt. Itis a
small,five-bay,center-entrance design, 1 /a stories high. A screened porch runs the facades full width.
Its design features awide comice and exposad bracesaong its length. The gegp roof hes alarge
centered dormer with agabled pesk and exposad bracing. To the south, rear ells of one and one-half
gdory height in the west portion and one-story height in the east portion continue the modest detailing of
the main mass

The George Simpson House of 1910, a& 367 Central Street, (MAP #13) isaso aBungalow design. The
front roof swespsdown over alarge open porch which wes later enclosed. Exposed raftersare visible all
dong itslength. Small colonnetted columns rest on brick piers on each Sde of the center entry and dso
a the two endsof the facade. Centered in the roof isa shed roof dormer with two one-over-one
windows.

There are no known architects of record for the district's early historic buildings. Walter T. Window was
respongble for the Edwardian decor added in the 1884 renovations to the First Parish Church. The house
designs were often developed by loca housewrights, besad on other homes they or the owner had seen
dsawhere in theregion. The design detailing istypically of finequaity and indicates acare and concem
for good craftsmanship characterigtic of the period. Of exceptiona quality isthe Federd doorway design
of the Josgph Chamberlain/Samue Green Alden House. The Clarence Chandler House is particularly
noteworthy for itsfine carved wood detail and handsome adjoining bam, entirely preserved.

The district's contributing resources date from 1721 through 1924. 1ts noncontributing resources are of
(continued)
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more recent date but for the most part are not extremdly intrusive. The East Bridgewater High School
(MAP #A) isalarge, contemporary school facility built inaColonial Revival motif Itisset back from
the Common's southwest edge and isbuilt into the receding hillside to lessen itsimpact. TheRichard
Bartlett House (MAP #B) isaCgpe-style home of 1954. It faces the Common from Morse Avenuead
iscompetible in scale, massing, and materids with the district'soverall character. The six townhouses
(MAP #C-H) are grouped in two clusters and sat back ftirther from the street than adjacent properties.
Their Colonia Reviva designs repeet the massing and rooflineforms of neerby properties, dthough they
ae clearly larger and without the intrinsic charm of their older neighbors. The two-unit condominium
a 210-212 Centra Street (MAP #1) isdso intmsiveinits placement dose to the dreet and in its
Garrison Colonial design. St. John's Church (MAP #J) isalarge, red brick Colonial Revival design
which replaced an historic 1894 church on the ste when it bumed in 1954. Its scaleand proportions are
pleasing and it does not intmde upon adjacent historic properties. Other noncontributing resources are
limited to small shedsand garages st back from the street and minimally noticesble.

Recant aterations to private resdenceswithin the district have been quite limited. The First Parish
Church has been clad in vinyl siding, but a preservation restriction will help to protect it from major
changesin the future. The Town hes mede efforts to restore the Town Common's historic gopearance
and to maintain it nicely. Ingenerd the homesare well-maintained and the overall integrity of the
digtrict isintact and well-preserved.

Archaeological Description

While no prehistoric stesare currently recorded in the district, Stesmay be present. Seven prehigtoric
dtesare recorded in the generd area(within one mile) of the Eagt Bridgewater Common Historic
Digtrict. All of the dtesare located along terraces bordering the Satucket River. The physical
environment of the district includes severd locationd criteria (dope, drainage, distance to wetlands) that
ae favorable for many types of prehistoric sites. Much of the district includes well-drained level to
moderatdy doping terraced locdes in dose proximity (within 1000 feet) to wetlands associated with the
Saucket and Matfield Rivers. Theseriversare part of the larger Taunton River drainage that flows
southerly to Mount Hope and Narragansett Bays. An unbroken sequence of Native American settlement
hes bean documented in this areadating from the Paleoindian Period (12,000 B.P.) to the present. An
eat/west Native trail route dso becamethe basisfor the present course of Central Street. 1t hes been
reported that portions of the old Nativetrail can still be found behind severd of the homes north of
Central Street, however, thisfact hes yet to be documented with physica evidence. Historic
development has probably impacted some potentia prehistoric resourcesthat may be present in the
district. The overall sze of the district (69 acres), the availability of open land a the Common and asa
result of residentia clustering dong main roads on degp lots creeting open goaces to the rear of homes
indicates ahigh potential for archaeological resourcesto survivewith integrity. Given the ebove
information, the potentia for recovering significant prehistoric survivalsin the district ishigh.

There isdso ahigh potentia for the recovery of historic archaeologica resourcesin the district.
Additional documentary resserch combined with archaeologica survey and testing can help locate the

(continued)



NPS Fonn 10400-* CMS AfomtINa. ia2*-oota

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places

Continuation Sheet Et Bricgpwcta Common Hisioric istict
5 ridgewater (Flymouth nty)
Section number Page

dtesand condition of 17th through 19" century residential, civic and religious smctures in the district.
Stmctura evidence may survivefi-ommany of the district's earliest homes that were moved to other
partsof town and replaced by larger smctures. Historical and archaeologica research can identify
potential Stesof stmctural remains associated with the town's 17th century settlement that was
characterigtically scattered through the town during the period. Archaeological stes may be present in
the district from this period athough not especialy common. Centra Stregt, which extends east/iwest
through the center of the district, hes served as the main route for travel from one sde of thetown to the
other snce the 17th Century. Sitesof early farmsteads and resdences if they exist, may be located
aong this corridor. Portions of the Francis DavisMillet Studio was reportedly constructed from the ca
1682 Hayward House whose original site isunknown. Five settlersare reported in the areabefore King
Philips War when in 1676 every ssmcture was bumed by Native Americans except the home of Nicholas
Byram. Comparatively few 18th century smctures have dso been identified in the district indicating
many of these buildings may have dso been moved or otherwise lost. Potentia archaeologica sites from
this period may be more common than sites of the preceding or subssquent periods.  Eighteenth Century
farmsteads/residentia  Stes should dso be concentrated along the Central Street corridor, however,
outlying arees dong Plymouth Street, Church Street, and other locaes were aso probably settled.
Archaeological evidence of the Reverend James Angier House, probably built during the 18th century,
may be present in the vicinity of the Chamberlain/Millet/Bartlett House a 48 Plymouth Street.

Structural evidence from sites of 18th century civic and religious sructures may adso survivein the
district. Archaeologica evidence from the First Meetinghouse (1724) may survive in the vicinity of the
extant Third Meetinghouse (1794) later renamed the First Parish Church, which was reportedly built on
the samesite. Structural evidence may aso survive from the Second Mestinghouse (1754), built directly
esdt of the First Medtinghouse ste. Portions of the Sscond Meetinghouse were reportedly incorporated
into the Noyes/Kingman House (ca. 1790) located at 329 Central Street. Structural and other soil festure
evidence may dso survive from entrance changes and/or changesin building orientation which may have
occurred to the First Parish Church when it was remodded in the 1850's. Archaeologica survivas may
dso exig from the first Saint John's Church (1894) destroyed by fire in 1954 and replaced by the present
smcture in 1955, Structura evidence may aso survive from two 18th century schools originally builtin
the district. Thetown's first school (ca 1723) was originally located & one edge of the Town Common.
That school was replaced by a sscond school (1798) originally located on Plymouth Street, facing the
common roughly where the present high school entrance driveway islocated. A third school site may be
present inthe district from aschool (1846) which stood a the eestem edge of the cemetery behind the
church. That school was reocated to Northville. Archaeologica evidence of the Allen School, which
bumed in 1946, may aso be present in the district Snce its Ste was acquired for cemetery expansion.
Stmctura evidence of the original Town Hall, built in the mid 19th century, may dso exist in the area
between Dr. Samud Orr's houseand the old graveyard. The origina Town Hall was demolished in the
1950's. Although 19th century residences characterize the district today, stmctural evidence from
resdences dating to this period may dso survive inthe digtrict though few have been identified.
Archaeologica evidence may survivefrom severd "open air shacks' originally located in the reer yard
of Dr. Charles Millet's "fresh air" sanitorium located on the property of the Chamberlain/Millet/Bartlett
House a 48 Plymouth Street. Stmctura remains from outbuildings (bams, sheds) may dso survive with
mog residential, civic and religious smctures extant and thosethat no longer survive. Evidence of
occupationd related features (trash pitsaress, privies, wells) should aso be present in Smilar aress.

(continued)
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for National Register listing.)

X_A Property is associated with events that have made
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of
our history.

_ B Property is associated with the lives of persons
Significant in our past.

X C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the vjork of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and
distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:

X A owned by religious institution or used for
religious purposes.

B removed from its original location.

C a birthplace or grave.

X D a cemetery.

E a reconstructed building, object, or structure.
X F acommemorative property.

G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance
w/ithin the past 50 years.

Narrative Statement of Significance

(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

9. Major Bibliographical References

Plvmouth, MA
County and State

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions)

ARCHITECTURE
COMMUNITY PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT

RELIGION

Period of Significance
1703-1949

Significant Dates
1703, 1723. 1794. 184

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above)

n/a
Cultural Affiliation
N/a

Architect/Builder
N/a

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

preliminary determination of individual listing (36
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_ designated a National Historic Landmark
recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey
#
recorded by Historic American Engineering
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Primary location of additional data:

X. State Historic Preservation Office
Other State agency
Federal agency
X_Local government
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_ Other
Name of repository:
E. Bridgewater Historical Commission
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8 SIGNIFICANCE

The Eadt Bridgewater Common Historic District, East Bridgewater retains its integrity of location, design, setting,
materias, workmanship, feeling, and association, and it fulfills Criteria A and C of the Nationad Regiger on the
locd levdl.

Under Criterion A, the Eagt Bridgewater Common Historic Disgtrict is significant for itsrole in the early settlement
of Eadt Bridgewater, dating from the 1680s, and for its further development as the civic and religious center of the
village during the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries. 1ts design reflects how the Town Common evolved fromits
origina purpose as apublic pagturage and musterfield into akey landscape feature and public park component of
the district. The pattems of residentid, religious, and civic building development around the Common illustrate the
continued desireto cregte a strong sanse of community, both physically and psychologically, since many of the
town's earliest homesiteswere scattered far gpart a the locations of various early mills dong the town's Satucket
and Matfield Rivers. Fine homes, churches, schools, and megtinghouse'town halls were built aong the Common's
outer edges, apattemn, which continued, well into the late nineteenth century. This confirmed the areds central role
in the community. The district reflectsthe success of its early occupants, mainly farmers, ministers, and established
descendants of thetown's early settlers. They built their homesto reflect the latest architectura fashions and tagtes
of thetimes, homeswith strong massing, graceful proportions, and fine detailing that continue to command
admiration today.

Under Criterion C, the district is Eagt Bridgewater's only example of alate-eighteenth to mid-nineteenth century
village centered around a Common and its largest and most cohesive grouping of fme homes, churchesand
cemeteries. The homes are important individually as fine examples of the Georgian, Federd, Greek Revival, and
Itdianate styles. They are generdly more restrained than exuberant, showing the smple, modest success of their
owners. Collectively, the properties form aharmonious, well-defined grouping by meansof their consgent sze
and massing, and their use of smilar sathacks and modest informal landscgpetreatments. The district's period of
significance goansfrom 1703 to 1948. These dates commence with the first establishment of aburia ground a the
Old Graveyard property and extend up to the fifty-year cut off for National Register qudlification. Throughout its
exigence, the district hes served asthe focal point for the town's civic and religious activities.

Criterion A: The gradud development of the Eagt Bridgewater Common Historic District hes itsroots in the town's
ealies settlement. On March 23, 1649, Wampanoag Chief Massasoit deeded to Captain Myles Standish, Samud
Nash, and Congtant Southworth, commissioners gppointed by the Colonial Govermmment & Plymouth, atract of land
over-ridden with wolveswhich included what hes sihce become the Bridgewaters and parts of Abington and
Hanson, Massachusetts. Taking place a Sachem's Rock onasmadl hill eest of the Satucket River cdled
Wonnocooto, (Ilessthan ahalf-mile south of the digtrict), the purchase by the Pilgrimsinvolved a price of less than
$30: 7 coats, 9 hatchets, 8 hats, 20 knives, 4 moose skins, 10 12 yards of cotton, and 1 12 yards in a coat.
Settlement within the present boundaries of East Bridgewater began in 1660 when Samud Allen of Braintree built a
home near the Matfield River, followed by Nicholas Byram, William Brett, J., Robert Latham, and Thomes
Whitman. Thesefive early settlerswere the only inhabitants before King Philip's War, when in 1676, the Native
Americans bumed every dwelling savethat of Byram. However, none of the residents were killed.

Over the next twenty-five years, settlers began to establish farmsteads, grist mills, saw mills, and forge Stesin the
vicinity. Homesites adjacent to area streams offered potentia mill power, food and trangportation 1n 1700, the East
Bridgewater settlement numbered approximately 100 families scattered throughout the area. An early esst-west
nativetrail route becamethe basisfor Central Street, connecting various settlement nodeswithin thetown. As
early as 1703, aburial ground existed on aportion of the Old Graveyard (MAP #29), on land given by Deacon
Samud Allen. It was enlarged in 1759 with agrant by Matthew Allen, J. and contained a Peuper's Comer in the
northeest section. A Hearse House was built into the eest wall, where evidence of its location is still gpparent.
Many of the town's early settlerswere buried here, including Reverend John Angier, first minister. Reverend
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Samud Angier, sscond minister, Isaec Otis, first doctor, Josish Otis, adoctor. Captain Jonethan Pess and Descon
Thomas Whitman.

In 1721, land for a Town Common, on which would be built aMestinghouse, was first desded by Samud Allen, J.,
son of the earliest settler. The first medtinghouse was completed in 1724 on aportion of the site of the present Firgt
Parish Church (MAP #24). The first school was built cal723 a one edgeof the new Common. The Common
continued to grow in Szewith additional grants from farmers whose lands abutted it and whose own advantage in
having a common pagturage was probable. Subsequent sections were desded to the Parish by Nehemiah Allenin
1724, by Matthew Allen, J., and Seth Allen in 1749 for aTraining Field, and again by Matthew Allen, J., and by
Nathan and Betty Whitman in 1762 and by Ezra Whitman in 1796, until reaching the szewhich it remained until
the 1950s

The Eadt Parish of Bridgewater was formed by the Generd Court on December 14, 1723, from the end of the North
Parish of Bridgewater, which a the time included West and old North Bridgewater. The Eagt Parish did not
become an independent town until June 14, 1823, when it was incorporated as atown.

The First Meetinghouse was replaced in 1754 by alarger building directly to itseast. This Second Meetinghouse
dso sarved thejointfiinctionsof megtinghouse and church. Agriculture remained an important facet of the Eagt
Parish economy, particularly aong "The Plain," but industrial operations such as Experience Mitchell's c. 1700
tannery @ Elmwood, John Basssc. 1726 iron forgea Forge Pond, Hugh Orr's ¢. 1740 grist mill and iron forge
dong the Matfield River, and the Keith'sc. 1760 dlitting mill provided an industrial beseas well. It has been written
that "the making of small amsin New England, if not the world, commenced here" (at the factory of Hugh Orr).
During the Revolutionary War, five hundred muskets were mede for the colonists, as well as many cannonsand
large guns.

The 1750s cregtion of atraining field on the eestem portion of the Town Common played an important role in the
town's training of the Colonial Militia. In 1773, a Regimental Muster was held. "Col. Edson's Regiment, conssting
of nine foot companies of thistown and somefrom Abington were reviewed by His Excellency Govemor
Hutchinson. Hewas escorted to the home of Rev. John Angier neer the place of parade. There were about 700 in
amsand agreater concourse of people than the town had ever known."

The musterfield continued to hogt significant events during the Colonia and Federd periods. In 1774, a Minute
Company was formed and trained on the Common under Captain Robert Orr. Thesetraining sessonsculminated in
April, 1775, when the forty Minutemen met on the Common under the direction of Captain Orr and marched to
Lexington. On September 11, 1786, adetachment of the Third Regiment met on the Common to march with Col.
Orr to Taunton to repress Shay's Rebellion. 1n 1812, a contingent of over sixty men who hed drilled on the
musterfield was sent to Dorchester Heights. In 1814, the townsmen marched to Plymouth to guard the coadt.

Asthe town continued to grow, again alarger medtinghouse was needed. The Third Medtinghouse, later to be
renamed Firgt Parish Church (MAP #24) was built in 1794 on the Ste of the First Meetinghouse. The Second
Mestinghouse was not demolished until after the new one was completed. The new mesetinghouse measured 54' by
68' and 28' high, with acenter pedimented entry in the long side and a square belfiy & one end. A mgjor
remodeling in 1850 gaveit its present gppearance. It iswritten that the building was given aquarter tum, but
because the ridge of theroof still runs north/south and the seepleis still a the southerly end, it may have been that
only the entrance was given the quarter tum to Centra Street, with the large entrance pavilion added a that time.

In 1798, anew school was built to replace the earliest one. Thisnew building was located on Plymouth Street,
facing the Common, and stood roughly where the present High School entrance driveway isnow located.

' Research by Edna Whitmore, Eagt Bridgewater Historica Commission, Massachusetts Historical Commission
Inventory Form #909, Febmary, 1985.

(continued)



NPS Fonn 10-900-* OMS AmnvafMii  1024-0011

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Eadt Bridgewater Common Historic District
Eadt Bridgewater (Plymouth County)
Massechusetts

Section number Page

The only surviving residential property inthe district which gppears to have been built during this eerly period isthe
Lewis Keith House (MAP #22) a 274 Centrd Street. Early iniitslife, the building houssd agenerd gore in one
room, with a dance hall aboveit. The store was operated by LewisKeith, who aso ran agage line between Ecdt
Bridgewater and Boston, over which the first local mail was carried. 1n 1834, Keith and othersformed a
Universaist Society, which met in the upper hall.

By 1810, the town's population had increased to 1195 and by 1830 to 1653. Smdl nodes of residentid and
industrial development were scattered throughout the town a key mill Stes, but there was dso by now a definite
cluger a the Common. Many of the few earliest homeswere moved to other partsof town and replaced by larger
dructures during the early nineteenth century. Among homestill extant from this period ae the 1791 Noyes-
Kingman House (MAP #9), the 1824 Dr. Samud Orr House (MAP #27), the Levi Churchill House of 1829 (MAP
#19), and the Abisha Churchill House (MAP #14) of 1830. The Chamberlain/Alden House (MAP #4) wes built as
a Federd/Cape farmhouse in 1826. The Chamberlain/Millet/Bartlett House (MAP #6) was built in 1835 on the Ste
of the Rev. John Angler'shome. Angier was the first minister of the Eagt Parish.

The early nineteenth century brought increesed prosperity to the town in the form of industriad expanson. Theiron
industry continued, supplemented by amachine shop to build machines for carding, roping and spinning cotton and
shegp'swooal, all part of aburgeoning New England textileindustry. Generd Sylvanus Lazell, aprominent nail
meker, began to attract new mechanics to East Bridgewater. Among them were Samud Rogers, aclockmaker and
inventor of nail machines, and Nathaniel Cross, a carriage maker. A thriving boot and shoeindustry aso grew up
by mid-century. Charles Mitchell and Seth Bryant erected ashoefactory in 1829, and within three years, it was the
town's largest industry. Two cotton mills were established, the Matfield Mfg. Co. (reorganized in 1827 as Orr Mfg.
Co.) onthe Matfield River and the Eat Bridgewater Mfg. Co. of 1827 on the Satucket River. A fumace produced
fire frames, pumps, and machinery, atack factory was begun in the 1820s, as wes a shove manufactory, and the
operation of the Matfield River ditting mill by Levi and ZenasKeith continued. By 1840, the Carver Cotton Gin
Co. bought out the East Bridgewater Mfg. Co. complex. A new Matfield Mfg. Co. built five locomoatives herein the
1850s

In 1839, anew ruling by the Commonwedth required the full separation of church and date The First Parish
Church could no longer dso sarve as ameetinghouse for town govemment. A new Town Hall was erected on land
sold to the Town by Dr. Samud Orr, grandson of Hugh Orr. The large Greek Reviva building sood between Dr.
Orr's house and the Old Graveyard. Later, it housed schoolrooms after the Allen School bumed down in 1946,
before being demoalished inthe 1950s

The town's growth aso dictated a need for expanded cemetery lands. In 1846, under the direction of Aaron Hobart,
Esg. and others, the Proprietors of the Eagt Bridgewater Cemetery voted to purchase three acres of land behind the
First Parish Church from Cushing Mitchell. The first graveswere relocated herefrom an earlier parcel neer Forge
Pond Hill which had been sold to the Old Colony Railroad Corporation. The Site was later enlarged with purchases
of abutting property from Charles Rogers and Henry Hobart. Water lineswere ingtdled in 1890. The cemetery wis
agan enlarged westward in 1936 with the acquisition of the Kimball Shdldon estate and again in the 1970s when
the dite of the old Allen School was acquired.

Known & Centrd Cemetery, the doping hillside topography and winding paths creste arura, naturalistic design.
Old granite wallslinethe entrance path from behind First Parish Church and the esstem edge dong Church Street.
An 1846 school stood a the eestem edge of the cemetery behind the church, but was relocated to Northville
because"it was felt that it was too depressing for the children to be subjected to see the graves being dug."”

Many of thetown's most prominent nineteenth cenmry citizens are buried in Centra Cemetery, including Hugh Orr,
iron manufacturer. Gen. Sylvanus Lazell, entrepreneur and builder of the Toll Road from Weymouth to Middleboro,
Samud Rogers, maker of silver watches, Stephen A. Morse, inventor of the twist drill, and Clarence Chandler,

2 Eadt Bridgewater Historical Society, "A Brief History of the Schools in Eagt Bridgewater," Sgptember, 1996.
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cotton ginmanufacturer. Other family names prominent inlocal circles include Hobart, Mitchell, Millet, Dean,
Nutter, Keith, and Sheldon.

By mid-century, asmall commercid district hed evolved & the intersection of Bedford and Central Streets, main
eadt-west and north/south axisroads. The outlying aress around the Common continued as farmlands, with more
homes being built closer together adong the main roads. Many of these homeswere built by families successfijUy
involved inthe town's new industries. The Levi Churchill House (MAP #19) had a shoe shop inthe reer shed
during thistime. Captain Branch Byram, who built his house & 254 Centrd Street (MAP #23) was adesgner @ a
locd iron foundry. The Hon. Aaron Hobart, who built the grand Itdianate home a 175 Centrd Strest (MAP #3)
was aprominent attomey and gentlemen farmer. Situated on 43 acresformerly part of the Allen family farm, the
property included the large home, alarge bam to itsrear, and the smadl caretaker's cottage which survives a it
northwest edge (MAP #1). The First Parish Parsonage (MAP #15) was built in 1854 to housethe First Parish
Church's minister and his family. Between 1854 end 1925, nine minigters resded in this gracious Gresk Reviva
home.

Prominent East Bridgewater citizens built some of the digtrict's finest late-nineteenth century homes. The
Millet/Bailey/Spear House (MAP #8) was built by Dr. AsaMillet who moved here from Mattapoisett. The house
originaly had 22 rooms, athree-story bam, and aboat house dong the Satucket River a the southerly edge of its
property. George Webber, whose 1869 home isa 290 Centrd Strest (MAP #20) owned ahardware store and later
an automobile garage. The large bam behind his housewas later moved forward and converted into the Greek
Revival housewhich gandsa 282 Central Stteet (MAP #21).

Additional houseswere built dong Central Street during the latter half of the nineteenth century. Homes from this
ga ae large and gracious, designed as stylish examples of late Greek Revival, Itdianate, Stick, and Eadtlake styles.
Thexeincludethe B. F. Ellis House a 326 Centrd (MAP #18), the Herman Morse House (MAP #17) a 334 Centrd
St-et, the Clarence Chandler House (MAP #16) a 344 Centt-d St-et, and the Josgph Strong House (MAP #11) at
353 Centrd Street. Clarence Chandler was an enginesr who had amechine shop in Bridgewater. Josgph Strong
was an engineer for the Carver Cotton Gin Company and abenefactor to many local causes He is best known for
donating Strong's Field to the Town for public recrestiona uses

A second church edificewas added dong the northem sde of Centra Street in 1894. Located between the old
Town Hall and the Dr. Samud Orr House and built on land donated by Mrs. Elizabeth Keith (Dr, Orr's daughter and
heir), sood the first &. John'sChurch. It was an degant Victorian Gothic wooden building which was destroyed by
firein 1954. The present &. John's Church of 1955 (MAP #)) dandsinits plece.

The Common's gppeerance changed minimally during the nineteenth century. About 1820, local citizen Williams
Laham donated the planting of large shede treesdong Central Street. In 1848, agranite pogt fence with iron rails
was added at the Common's edges. Following the Civil War, atall granite obelisk was placed on the Town
Common as amemoria to the 47 East Bridgewater soldiers who logt their lives. 1t was surrounded by an ornate
iron fence (removed in 1932). The monument was dedicated in 1874. The Common continued to srve asa
gethering place for Memorial Day Ceremonies & the Monument, for band concerts, lawn parties, town peredes, etc.

The 1950ssaw the first significant changeto the Common, when the musterfield at its eest end was sold of f by the
church to raise money. Morse Avenue wiss laid out, and a Cepe-style housewas built a 33 Morse Avenue in 1954
(MAP#B). Morse Avenue was named for Fred B. Morse, East Bridgewater's only casudty of World War Il The
remaining eegterly portion of the musterfield was developed in 1934 as adugter of sx Colonid-style
condominiums. In 1982, the Town purchased the Common from the adjacent church and was avarded a gate grant
to restore the Common to its historic gppearance. Later changes to the Common have been minimal: the addition
of awooden gazeho near the southwest edge, and the recent ingtallation at the west end of agranite war memorid to
honor liveslost inWorld Wer I, Koreaand Vietoam.

(continued)
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In the late 1890s Dr. Charles Millet (son of Dr. AsaMillet) established a"freshair” sanatorium on the property of
the Chamberlain/Millet/Bartlett House (MAP #6). The property had been owned in the 1860sand early 1870s by
Atty. JamesMitchell and hiswife Harriet Angier Mitchell, agreat granddaughter of Rev. Janes Angier whose home
had previoudy occupied the site and for whom the doping reer hill hed been first named "Angler'sHill." The
Mitchells were responsible for terracing the hillside and adding the granite seps Dr. Asa Millet purchased the
property in 1874 for his own residence, then in 1875, built asmall studio building (MAP #30) on the first reer
terracefor his son, artist Francis Davis Millet.

Dr. Millet's plan for a sanatorium was consdered an innovative trestment for tuberculosis. A longell & the reer of
the house sarved &s part of the hospitd. In the rear yard were severad small "open air shacks' where the patients
lived. The large bam was moved to the lowest terrace and becamethe nurses home. The sanatorium remained in
use until the 1920s Severd of the shacksand parts of the reer ell were rdocated to Strong Avenue and converted
into homes.

The Francis Davis Millet Studio hes significance as the studio of alocally renowned artist of the late
nineteenth/early twentieth centuries. Trained in Belgium and Italy, Millet dso worked in Boston, and intended the
gtudio to be a seesond workspace. He enlarged it with arear two-story addition inwhich he recongtructed an
antique colonia kitchen from the Hayward House of ca 1682. Millet's works painted here include Portrait of a
Lady in Cogume of 1740, which was shown & the Centenniad Exposition of 1876, Baby Worship, and Toagting
Apples. After 1881, Millet sldom used the studio, preferring New York and later England. Millet died in 1912 a5
a pasenge on the Titanic. Severd of hisworksare on digplay a the East Bridgewater Public Library, the New
Bedford Public Library, Brockton Library, and & the Tate Gallery, London, the Mettopolitan Museum in New
York, and the Boston Museum of Fine Arts. The studio was acquired in 1925 as an art sudio for Richard Franklin
Bartlett, owner of the adjacent house & 48 Plymouth Street. It is now aprivate home.

Early twentieth century constmction aong Central Sfreet was limited to two smal bungdow homes on the dreet's
south side, #301 and 367 Central Stret (MAP #7, 13). Thesewere built on amal lots sold off from existing homes,
oftenfor family members, and fit in well with the scale, massing, and siting of their dt-eatscgpes The Town's
acquisition of the Aaron Hobart Edatein the 1950s to replace the Old Town Hall enabled this important structure to
be preserved.  The 1958 High School, dthough alater intmsion visually, continued the long-standing effort to
maintain the Town Common area as the center of political and educationd activities.

The digtrict continues to maintain itsimage as an important center of early town growth. With improved acoess
from nearby highways, other main roads of the town have been commercidized and have lost someof their historic
charm. The Eadt Bridgewater Common fully maintains the quiet, peaceful ambiance and quaint charm that have
characterized its growth for over 200 years.

Criterion C:. The Eadt Bridgewater Common Historic District is significant s a cohesive areaof fine late-eighteenth
to nineteenth century homeslaid out around a centrd triangular Common in front of an impressve Federd-syle
church. The magjority of its earliest homesare in the Federd style, sometimes including later ells and rear wings to
accommodate expanding families or various farm-related functions. These Federd desgns are generdly modest but
finely-crafted interpretations of their style. Mid-century properties in the Greek Reviva and Itdianate syles are
equaly restrained in their designs, savefor the grand Aaron Hobart Edtate. Thisreflectsthe relatively isolaed
location of the town as well as the moderate but not overwhemingfinancial success of its early indugtridists. The
two later homesin the Stick and Eadtlake gyles are somewhat more exuberant, which isthe nature of these yles.
The many different styles demondtt-ate the district's continued focus on fashionable design throughout its

development period.

The district has been compared to other parts of Eagt Bridgewater, and it isthe largest dluster grouping of eighteenth
and nineteenth century homes.  Although there are old homes set dong the town's many winding ways, no other

(continued)
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areahes afocal point as distinctive as the Common or alandmark building as distinctively situated as the First
Parish Church.

Thedistrict is characterized by the pattem of homes, churches, and civic buildings which line Centra Stregt and
facetowards the Common. Mogt are st quite dose to the street on relatively narrow lots, dthough many of thelots
extend back to create degp rear yards. A number of properties have small garages st behind them, atached or free-
ganding bams, in matching architectura styles. The primary dreet. Centra Street, hes narrow sSidewaks and is
patidly tree-lined. Despite consderable losses to sorm damage and diseese, there are anumber of trees between
properties that cregte abuffer from one property to the next.

Thedistrict's earliest surviving home isthe Lewis Keith House, call 738, (MAP #22). Itisst very dosetothe
drest and isatwo-story,five-bay,center entrance design. Clad in wooden shingles, the original design hes bean
dtered with a smal gabled entry porch supported by ssimple columns. The hipped roof probably dso datesfrom the
Federd period. Altogether, the house isawell-proportioned and pleasingly-detailed GeorgiaVGreek Reviva
design.

Another early resource dates from 1791 and is noteworthy for itsdesign. The NoyesKingman House (MAP #9) is
characteridtic of the Georgian style initsfive-bay,center entrance design, two-story height and ridge roof capped by
amassve centra chimney. Feoad in dapboards, it hes an architrave molding and narrow pilaster trim at the
entrance, and retains itsorigina six-over-six saeh pattem.

The Josgph Chamberlain/Samud Green Alden House (MAP #4) hes the disfrict'sfi nestexample of aFederd style
doorway. Built in 1826, the house isa smple Cgpe in massng, five bays wide with acenter entrance. It is
somewhat unusud in that its plan hes acentra hall, which most Capesin Eagt Bridgewater did not have (probably
because they were of consderably earlier date). The doorway consds of an elliptical fanlight with ddicatetracery,
while the panded door isflankedby four-lie siddights above panded besss

Other houses from the Federd period are many, and mogt retain their original two-story massing and detailing.
Thexinclude the Levi Churchill House (MAP #19) of 1829, the Chamberlain/Millet/Bartlett House (MAP #6) of
1835, and the Mgjor Seth Johnson House (MAP #5) of 1805. Two homes have been dtered by the later addition of
front porches. The Branch Byram House (MAP #23) isa Cgpedesign, to which athree-bay dormer and pitched-
roof porch were added to the facade in 1912. The Dr. Samud Orr House retains its gracious massing and hipped
roof behind alarge wrap-around porch with endosed endswhich was added early in this century.

The First Parish Medtinghouse of 1794/1850 (MAP #15) isadominating presencein the district. Itslarge szeand
siting on the north/south axis of the Common giveit ahigh profile from al directions. Thetall clocktower and
deeple ae highly visible. The design of the entrance eevation, three bays wide with agabled pavilion and three
matching entrance doors isfunctional, smple, and yet eegant. The later parish hall is set back from the main mass
and isnicely detailed and proportioned as an Itdianate addition.

Thedigrict's Greek Revival designs are fine examples of their type, and are well-preserved. The George Webber
House (MAP #20), dthough shesthed in duminum siding, retains itsoriginal proportions, itsthree-bay, sidehall
entrance facade, bay window, overhanging roofline, and alovely spindled porch (probably later) aong the west
eevation.

The Firgt Parish Parsonage (MAP # 15) isasidehal Gregk Reviva design, three bays wide with an entrance in the
eedt bay of the front gable end. A nicely-proportioned porch with Classca columns soans the facade, which hes
pilagtered comers and degp retums &t the comices.

Thedistrict features Italianate designs of very different types. One, the Millet/Bailey/Spear House (MAP #8) is a

nicely-detailed design for alarge, rambling home. Characterigtic of the style are the large brackets a theroofline,
the large bay

(continued)
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windows with round-arched windows, and two open porcheswith Itdianate supports. Ancther smple Itdianate
design isthe parish hall addition to the First Parish Church. It isalarge rectangular mess with large brackets
supporting the comice and severd bay windows a the first story. A far more exuberant example isthe Aaron
Hobart Egate (MAP #3), which is of agrand scae, with degp overhanging comices supported by pairs of large
carved brackets. Again, bay windows are successftilly used to enrich the profile and three-dimensiondity of the
design.

The Herman Morse House (MAP #17) isthe district's only Stick Style house, as there were only a scattering of
homeshbuilt in the late nineteenth century. Its characteristic details include an open porch with bracketed roof a the
dde entrance, large gableswith diagona trusswork in their pesks and exposad rafters and diagona bracing benegth
the overhanging eaves.

Likewise, there is only one Eastlake design in the digtrict, the Morse'Thomas House (MAP #10). Itisa graceful
example of itstype, with agreat degree of spindlework in the porch baustrades, baustraded comices, and large
brackets which feature pierced-circle and teardrop motifs.

The district's two Bungdow style homes are representative of their dates, 1910 and 1924, and exude the modest,
cozy cottage feeling this style intended to creete. Their characteridic featuresinclude stegp sweeping roofs,
exposad rafters and braces, and smdl dormers relieving the broad roof planes.

The Town has committed itself to restoring the Town Common in recent years, and has successfully accomplished
thistask. The fmearchitecturd quality of the digtrict's buildings continues to be recognized by the individua efforts
to restore them and by the East Bridgewater Historical Commission's work to increese public avareness of their
history through walking tours and historic desgnations. The sfrong rhythmic pattem of buildings lining Centra
Sfreet and facing towards the Common clearly defines the historic town center. Similaritiesin scae, massing, and
materids further project aclearly discernible imege of the district es an arearich in architecturd vaue and
importance.

Archeological Significance:

Since pattems of prehigtoric settlement and subsstence in Eadt Bridgewater are poorly understood, any surviving
gtes could be significant. Amateur and professional research in this area of Massachusetts hes been biased towards
more coadtd locaes. Asaresult, interior coastd towns like Eagt Bridgewater are underreported.  Prehigtoric Stesin
this area could provide vauable datarelating to the role of interior coastd dtesin both regiond and local settlement
and subsgence moddls. Prehigtoric Stesinthe Eagt Bridgewater Common Historic District may provide important
information relating to ste variability and resource use in the vicinity offributariesor the heedwaters of the Taunton
River, aregionaly important prehistoric settlement area. Prehigtoric Stesin this areagoan the fiill range of
stlement history recognized for Native Americans in this areaof Northeastem United States. Prehigtoric Stesin
the disfrict may contain information indicating how this settlement adgpted to changesin the natural and socid
enviroimient through time.

Higtoric archaeologica resources described ebove have the potentia to provide detailed information on thedisfrict's
role in the settlement of Eagt Bridgewater beginning in the 17" century. The same sources of information can o
provide further information relating to the district's development &s the civic and religious center of thevillage
during the 18" and 19™ centuries. Further historical ressarch in conjunction with archaeologica survey and testing
can identify the potential and/or precise locations of 17" century European landuse activitiesin the district area
This information may include the stes of residences, agricultura outbuildings and gonewallsthat have been
recognized in other aress to indicate early pattems of land division and use The potentia a0 exigts for similar
information dating to the 18" and 19* centuries. Potentia Stesdating to the 18" century may actualy be more
common in the disfrictthan later 19* century sites. Few extant 18* century structuresexist in the disfrict. Mogt

(end)
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gructures dating to this period are reportedly moved from their original locations or destroyed. The mgjority of
extant gructuresinthe disfrict dateto the 19 century with little demolition reported for the period. Structura
remainsof 17* through 19* century resdencescan hep recongmct pattems of settlement inthe district for those
periods. Archaeological stescan dso hep recongruct pattems of civic and institutional development, especialy
for the 18* and 19* centuries. Archaeologica testing can determine if stmctural dements of the First and Second
Medtinghouse survive inthe vicinity of the extant First Parish Church. Similar ressarch can 0 settle any debate
over whether the Firgt Parish Church was moved or re-oriented in its Ste and the extent of dterations to entrances.
Archaeologica ressarch can dso determine the potentia or locations for structura survivas for Saint John's
Church, destroyed by firein 1954. In addition to information pertaining to location and integrity, archaeologica
research can d<o identify constmction methods and details of architecturd featuresfor eech of the Sructureslisted
above Archaeologica ressarch can do contribute information relating to civic and ingtitutional devdopment in
the digtrict during the 18* and 19* centuries. Archaeologica evidencefrom severd schoolsoriginally located inthe
vicinity of the Common and First Parish Church can help document the growth and evolution of the educationda
sydem in Eadt Bridgewater as well as the specific architectura features associated with eech mcture. Similar
information may aso be available from archaeologicd sourcesfor the original Town Hall built in the mid-19*
century between Dr. Samud Orr's house and the old graveyard.  Information might o be available from
archaeologicd sourcesinthe disfrict that details agpects of menta hedlth care during the 19* century.
Archaeologica survivals from " open air shacks' assodiated with Dr. CharlesMillet's " freshair" sanatorium can
provide information relating to living conditions of patientsa menta hedlth facilitiesduring the period. Evidence
may dso exist detailing methods of care a the facility. Structural evidence from outbuildings for each of the
building types noted above may e contribute important information. This data.can include the overall layout of
residential Sites, farms and rated facilities assodiated with religious and civic smctures. Facilities associated with
outbuildings related to civic and religious ssmctures can include horse bams, carriage sheds, wood sheds and
gorage. Detailed andysis of occupationd related features (trash pitdaress, privies, wells) can dso hdp define the
complete layout of facilities associated with residentid, agricultural and civic structures and the individualswho
usd them. These sources may dso contain technologicd information relating to domedtic lifestyles, agricultural
production and transportation. Archaeologica survey and testing may aso recover individua artifacts and artifact
cattersfrom town activities held on the Common. While these artifacts are probably of limited reseerch potentia
they may represent information related to military technology and training as well as other town related
socio/palitical fiinctions. Important information can aso be obtained from archaeologicd resources assodiated with
burial grounds inthe district. Archaeologica survey and testing can be used to identify the locations of unmarked
burids in each cemetery. This research can be accomplished without actualy disturbing burials. Individua and
groups of graves can be identified by removing the sod and loam to outline grave shafts, oftenvisible in historic
cemeteriesimmediately below the loam. This information can be used to recongmct the accurate boundaries of
cemeteriesincluding smdler groups and individual graveswithin each cemetery. Post molds, possibly indicating
old fencelines can dso asdd inthistask. Osteologicd andyds of skeletd remainsfrom buria groundsinthe
dist-ict can <o conttibute important information relating to the Eagt Bridgewater population. Detailed andyss of
skeletd remains associated with individual and groups of graves can confribute information relating to the hedth
and pathologies associated with specific families and socio/economic groupswho inhabited the town sinceits
sttlement. Thistype of andyss can provide an important source of information on specific diseesesor epidemics
that may have effected the town during the 18* and 19* centuries. Funerary artifacts associated with grave stesand
actud burias can do contribute important information relating to interred individuals and their memorid trestment
after death. Artifacts assodiated with actud skdletd remains can conttibute important information relating to an
individuas religious beliefs, socio-economic datusand other interests. Artifactslocated in other aressof the grave
shaft, including the surfacelocde can provide important information relating to the treetment of an individual or
group after degth by the personsfamily or other socid grouping.

(end)
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10. GEOGRAPffICAL DATA
Verba Boundary Description

Beginning a the northwest comer of Parcd #51-13, the boundary crosses Central Sireet to the northeest
and followsthe west boundary of Parcd #51-22, the Old Graveyard, continuing along the west boundary
of Parcd #51-19, the Centra Cemetery, turning east dong its northem boundary until reaching the west
dde of Church Street. Here, it tums southward for adigance of 70' to the southerly edge of Parcd #60-
15 where it crosses Church Street to the east and continues eestward aong the reer property lines of the
properties on the north Sde of Central Street until reaching the northeast comer of parcd #50-46. Then,
it tums southward along the east edges of Parcds #50-46 and 50-45, arosses Centrd Stret, and runs
esstward aong the south sde of said street to the northeest comer of Parcd #50-14, where it tums
southward aong the eest edge of said parcd to its southeast comer.

The boundary then procesds westward along the rear property lines of the parcds on the south side of
Centra Strest until reaching the northeest comer of Parcd #51-39, where it tums southward aong the
rear boundaries of Parcds #51-39 and #51-1, then westward along the southem edge of Parcd #51-1,
crossing Plymouth Street to the west and then proceeding southwest dong the boundary of Parcd #51-
11

It then tums westward dong the rear boundaries of Parcds #51-11 and 51 -12, to the southwest comer of
Parcd #51-12, tums southwest for adistance of 240", tums westward a a 90-degree angle and runs
westward acrossthe Town property of Parcd #51 -13 to itswestem edge, where it tums northeast and
follows said property line northesstward to the point of origin.

S atached Eadt Bridgewater Assessor's Magps#50, 51, 60 and 61.

Boundary justification

This boundary definition includesall of the properties fronting directly onto the East Bridgewater
Common and extends esstward and westward of the Common dong Central Street to include other
important properties associated with the nineteenth century residential development of the town center
area. The Common has sarved as the focal point of the town's development in terms of religiousand
governmentd affairs, as well as being astrong component of early residentia growth. Thedistrict
includesthe earliest church and numerous mid-to-late eighteenth and nineteenth century homes. The
Town Common, the centrd triangular green goace, historically served as an open goace, around which
the properties were situated. |t continues to be the chief visua dement and organizing feature of the
district'sdesign.

Thewesterly boundary seperates the properties with views towards the Common from a twentieth
century school building and severd dtered homes which are doser in proximity and cheracter to the
commercia areaaong Bedford Strest one block to the west. The west and north boundaries of the tow
town cemeteries create an edge a their edges which are gpproached only from other directions. Thereer
property lines of parcds both north and south of Central Stireet creste astraight linear district inits eest
portion. The eest boundary is drawn a apoint where severd newer Cape-syle houses have been built
and where the pattem of large, dosdy-gpaced homes begins to dissipate.

(continued)
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The southem boundary includes the nineteenth century properties which overlook the Common from
Morse Avenue and Plymouth Street. [t then cuts acrossthe Town-owned parce to include the High
School and Town Offices which front on Centrd Street, but excluding the Town-owned playing fields
and parking lots behind these two buildings. These arees were acquired by the Town as part of the
former Hobart Estate, but today have no visual association with the Hobart property.

(end)
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PHOTOGRAPHS
The identification information listed below pertains to photogrgphs 1 through 13.
Photograph by:  Wilmar Armer

Date Jenuary, 1991
Negdtive a: Eadt Bridgewater Historical Commission
P.O.Box 224

Eadt Bridgewater, MA 02333
Thefollowing information pertains to photographs 14 through 18;

Phatograph by:  Margo Webber
Dae

July, 1998
Negdtive a: Massachusetts Historical Commission
220 Morrissey Boulevard
Boston, MA 02125
Photo 1: Looking north from south sde of Common towards south elevation of First Parish Church
Photo 2: Looking northeest from southwest edge of Common towards south and west eevations of First
Parish Church
Photo 3: Looking eest dong north sde of Centra Strest towards . John's Church, Dr. Samud Orr House,
and spire of Firgt Parish Church
Photo 4: Looking northeast from south sde of Central Stret a Church Streat towards south devation of
Branch Byram House
Phato 5: Looking northwest from Centrd Streat towards Old Graveyard
Phato 6: Looking south acrass Common & north devation of Josgph Chamberlain/Samued Green Alden
House
Phaoto 7: Looking southeest from Common towards west and north devations of
Chamberlain/Millet/Bartlett House
Phato 8: Looking west dong north sde of Central Street towards Lewis Keith House, with First Parish
Church beyond
Phaoto 9: Looking northwest from Centra Street towards south and eest devations of Levi Churchill House
Phato 10: Looking eestward along south Sde of Central Streat towards Noyes/Kingman House and
Morse Thomas House
Photo 11: Looking eestward aong south sde of Centrd Stregt towards Josgph Strong House, with Dr.

Daniel Chaplin House and George Smpson House beyond
Photo 12 Looking northeast from Centra Street towards Clarence Chandler House

(continued)
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Photo 13:

Photo 14:
Photo 15:
Photo 16:
Photo 17:
Photo 18:

pboto 2

Eadt Bridgewater Common Historic Digtrict
Eat Bridgewater (Plymouth County)
Massechusdtts

Page

Looking southeedt towards original portion of Aaron Hobart Esate/Town Offices, with new
addition & right

Looking southeast & addition to Aaron Hobart Edate

Looking south towards north and west devetions of 43-45 and 47 Morse Avenue
Looking southeast & north devation of Eagt Bridgewater High School

Looking northwest from Central Street towards south devation of . John's Church

Looking south across Common a north eevation of Richard C. Bartlett House

(end)
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Map#

27

24

26

MHC#

810
74

g 8

Assesor's
Bl/Parcd #

51-13

multiple

51-22
51-13

51-21

51-20
51-19

51-18

51-18
51-18
61-19,
61-15
51-17

51-17

51-17

51-17
51-17

51-17

Historic Name

Hobart Edate
Caretaker's Cottage

Sysem of Old Granite
Retaining Walls

Old Graveyad

Aaron Hobart
Edate/Town Offices

Spanish-American War
Memorial

S. John'sChurch
Dr. Sanud Orr House

First Parish Church
Garage/shop
S
Centrd Cemetery
Town Common
Civil War Obdlisk
Granitef/iron Fence
Gazeho
Veterans Monument

Hagpole

Strest Address

137 Centrd S.

137-175 Centrd, Church
and Plymouth Sts.
140-180 Centra .

175 Centrd S
190 Centrd S.

200 Centrd .
210 Centrd S

234 Centrd S
234 Centrd &

234 Centrd .
reer of 234 Centrd S.

Centrad &. & Plymouth S.
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Dae

1845
cal680-
cal855
cal703+
184

1941

1955

1824, dlt.

cal910
1794/

cal920
cal920

1721

19th c.

1970

Style

Gresk Reviva

Utilitarian

no style
Itdianate

no style

Colonia Revival
Federd

Federd/
Italianate addition

Cye
Utilitarian
no style

Classcd Reviva

Utilitarian

Victorian Repro.
Modem

no style

Resource
Type

Sr

o W W w

Sr

status

NC

0O

O O 00 O

NC
NC
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M aptt MHCH#

31

T

Asesr's
Bl/Parcd #

50-52

50-52

50-52
50-51

multiple

Historic Name

Branch Byram House

Gaage

New Garage

Lewis Keith House

Ste of Indian Trail
Townhouse Condos

"Old Webber Bam”
House

Townhouse Condos
Townhouse Condos

George Webber House

Gaage

Levi Churchill House

Bradford Alexander
House

Gaage
Two-Unit Condo
Gaage

Millet/Bailey/
Soeer House

Shed

Strest Address

254 Centrd &.

254 Centrd/Church &.
a00ess

254 Centrd S.

274 Centrd .

rear of 254, 274, 290, 298
Centrd S.
279-283 Centrd S.

282 Central S

285-287 Centrd S
289-293 Centrd S.
290 Centrd S.

290 Cenfra .
298 Centra K.
301 Centrd &.

301 Centrd S
210-212 Centrd K.
210-212 Centrd K.
311 Centrd S.

311 Centrd S

page 2 of 6

Dae

ca.l835,
at. 1912

1920+

1950+
1738/
dt..ca
1835
1600s
1934

ca 1880/19
00

1934
1934
1869

1960+

1924

20th c.

Style

Cape

Colonia Revival

Bam Repro.
Georgia/Greek Reviva

Coloniad Revival
Gresk Revival

Colonial Reviva
Colonia Revival

Gresk Revival/
Itdianate

Colonia Revival
Federd

Bungaow
Utilitarian
Garison

Utilitarian

Itdianate

Utilitarian

Resource
Type

(o8]

T ™ W W

Saus

NC

NC
NC

NC

NC
NC

NC
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M apt MHC#

17

16 131

Assessor's
Bl/Parcel #

50-46

50-46

Historic Name

B. F. EllisHouse

Shed

Noyes/Kingman House
Gaage

Herman Morse House
Morse'Thomas House
Shed

Above-ground pool

Clarence Chandler
House

rear cottage
First Parish Parsonege

Josgph Strong House
Gaage

Dr. Daniel Chaplin
House

Bam

George SSimpson House

Gaage

Street Address

326 Centrd S
326 Centrd .
329 Centrd S.

329 Centrd .
334 Cenfrd <.
339 Centrd S

339 Centrd <.
339 Centrd <.

344 Centrd <.

344 Centrd .
346 Centrd S.

363 Centrd S

363 Centrd &
361 Centrd S

361 Centrd &
367 Centrd S

367 Centrd &.
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Dae

cal875

ca 1790

cal900
ca 1875
ca 1900

cal920

ca 194

ca 194
cal820

cal830+
1910

1010+

Style

Greek Revival
no style

Georgian

Utilitarian
Stick
Eadlake

no style
no style

Itdianate

Itdianate
Gregk Reviva

Colonia Reviva

Utilitarian

Gresk Revival

Greek Revival
Bungadow

Utilitarian

Resource
Type

Saus

NC

NC
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Map

14

> m O 0O

MHC#

174

178

35B

Asessr's
Bl/Parcd #

50-16

50-16
51-27

51-13

51-13
51-12

51-12

51-12
51-39

51-39
51-11
51-11
51-11
51-01

Historic Name

Street Address

Abisha Churchill House 377 Centrd S

Bam

Richard C. Bartlett
House

Townhouse Condos
Townhouse Condos
Townhouse Condos

Ead Bridgewater High
School

Historical Marker
Josgph Chamberlain/
Samud Green Alden
House

Shed

Shed

Chamberlairn/
Millet/Bartlett House

Garage

Major Seth Johnson
House

Shed
Museurm/chapel

Francis Davis Millet
Studio

377 Centrd S

3B Morse Ave.

41 Morse Ave.
43-45 Morse Ave.
47 Morse Ave.
Plymouth S.

Plymouth S.
33 Plymouth S.

3B Aymouth &.

33 Plymouth St.
48 Plymouth S.

48 Plymouth S.
49 Plymouth St.

49 Plymouth S.
49 Plymouth S
54 Plymouth S.
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Date

1830

19th c.

Style

Coe

Utilitarian
Cape/plit
Colonial Revival
Colonia Reviva

Colonia Reviva
Colonial Revival

no syle
Federd

no style
no style
Federd

Utilitarian
Federd

no syle
Modem

Utilitarian

Resource
Type

T W W @ o8}

o

Saus

NC

NC
NC
NC
NC

NC

00

NC
NC
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Map# MHC# AsEs0r's Historic Name Stregt Address Dae Syle Resource Saus
Bl/Parcd # Type
KEY:
B Building C Contributing Resource
0] Object NC Non-Contributing Resource
S Ste
Sr Structure

TOTAL RESOURCES: 69

Total Contributing: 47 Total Non-Contributing: 22
33 Buildings 18 Buildings
4 Objects 3 Objects
4 Stes 0] Stes

1 Structure 1 Stmcture
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The Commonwealth of Massachusetts
William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth
Massachusetts Historical Commission

April 6, 1999

Ms Card Shull

Nationd Regiger of Hitoric Haoes
Depatment of the Interior

Nationd Pak Savice

Mail Sop 2280, Suite 400

1829 C Strest, NW

Washington, DC 20240

Dear Ms. Shull:
Endosd plessefi ndthe following nomination form:
Eadt Bridgewater Common Higtoric Didtrict, Eagt Bridgewater (Flymouth Co,), MA

The nomination hes bean voted digible by the Siate Review Board and hes been 9gned by the
Sae Hidoric Presarvation Officer. The ownars of the properties induded in the didtrict were

notified of pending Sate Review Board condderation 30 to 45 days before the meding and were
afforded the opportunity to commen.

Sncerdy,

Besy Fiedbag
Nationd Regder Director
M assechusdts Higtorica Commisson

endoaure

cc. Wilmar Armer, Chair, Eadt Bridgewater Higoricd Commisson
Margo Wehbe, Presarvation Conaultant
Anthony Cogdlo, Chair, Eadt Bridgeweater Board of SHedmen
Roy Gadner, Chair, Eadt Bridgewatler Hanning Board

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125 « (617) 727-8470
Fax: (617) 727-5128 -TDD: 1-800-392-6090
www.state.ma.us/sec/mhc



