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The Friends Meeting House is a small gabled structure standing 
1% stories high. It is basically rectangular in shape with a lean-to 
projecting on one side. The exterior is extremely simple, sheathed in 
narrow clapboards with an unobtusive cornice. The whole structure is 
painted white. The windows, of which there are eight on the principal 
floor and one in each gable, are rectangular and are sash hung in a six 
over six pattern. A small chimney is located on the slope of the roof 
at the back. The one entrance is found on the narrow side of the lean-to 
facing the road.

The interior is divided into three parts under an unfinished attic. The 
entrance opens into a vestibule lighted by two windows. Opposite the windows 
are two doors, each leading into one of the rooms of the meeting house proper. 
The main body of the meeting house is rectangular and is divided equally by 
an interior partition. This partition is most unusual in that it is solid 
along its base and sides but contains a large shutter in the middle section, 
hinged at the top and fastened to the ceiling of the front room when open. 
Its function was to separate men and women during meeting but to allow 
communication when speaking occurred. Both rooms feature a simple paneled 
wainscot up to the level of the windows. Above, the walls are covered with 
plaster. The ceiling is flat and plastered, while the corner posts are 
exposed and paneled. Both rooms are lighted by three windows, one on each 
of its exterior walls.

Both sections are furnished with pews. Those of the front room (originally 
the men's section) appear to be original. They are simple and highbacked. The 
pews of the back section are more elaborate, possessing curved, scrolled arm 
rests. These probably date from a turn of the century refurbishing which 
included the addition of the simple parlor organ that is located in this 
section.

Aside from these minor changes, the fabric of the building appears to 
be entirely original, an amazing survival from 1814. It is basically sound, 
and continues to occupy its original foundation and site on Quaker Ridge, 
commanding a view of the surrounding countryside, and the White Mountains 
beyond.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This modest structure on Quaker Ridge in Casco is the oldest 
surviving meetinghouse of the Society of*friends in the State of Maine. 
The meetinghouse was constructed in ISI3 when Casco was part of 
Raymond and Maine part of Massachusetts. It is unusually well preserved, 
retaining a considerable amount of its original interior. The only 
modification occurred in the late 19th century when the west wall was en­ 
larged slightly to provide for a harmonium, a somewhat unusual feature for a 
Quaker congregation. Quaker meetings were generally quiet affairs with speaking 
and especially singing rare.

The Friends Meeting at Casco was organized in 1802 by settlers from 
nearby Windham, whose own meeting dates from 1779. Quakerism in Maine 
made its first appearance in 1662 when a group of Fr^eids, escaping persecution 
in New Hampshire, held a meeting at what is now South Berwick. This group 
soon left for Boston, however, and the first establs,1p&fc(d religious worship by 
the Society of Friends was at Eliot in 1730. The Falmouth (now Portland) 
Meeting dates from 1740 and was a source of much discontent among the town's 
Congregationalists and other more conservative sects well into the 1780's. 
In spite of such intolerance, Quakerism continued to spread throughout what 
is now York and Cumberland Counties, then Maine's most settled areas. Meetings 
were founded at South Berwick (1742), Harpswell (1751), Durham (1771) and 
Windham (1779). Gradually, after the end of the Revolutionary War and the 
establishment of the Federal government, persecution became rare. With the 
opening of the Maine hinterlands in the last decade of the 18th century and 
first decades of the 19th century, a Quaker meeting became a feature of many 
communities in Southern and Central Maine.

Nathaniel Hawthorne spent much of his childhood in Casco in the home of*" *w

his uncle, Richard Manning. In his first diary, written as a boy, Hawthorne 
paid the Friends of Casco a gracious compliment, noting that "They never 
cheat"

The Friends Meeting House was used as the site of Casco's first town 
meeting when it was set off from Raymond in 1841. Regular Sunday meetings were 
discontinued in 1^21 and until 1956 one annual meeting was held there. Since 
then i£ has b<|en used for regular Sunday meetings during July and August by 
Friends who are largely summer residents of the Sebago Lake area.
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