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1. Name 

historic Wheeler-Merriam House (preferred) 

and/or common Elm Brook Farm . "' ' ' ' • "' ' 

2. Location 

For HCRS use only 

recelveit ^ 7 " ^ 8 2 

date entered 

street & number 477 Virg in ia Road N/A- not for publication 

city, town Concord 1:I/A vicinity of congressional district 5 t h 

state Massachusetts code 025 county Middlesex code 017 

3. Classi f icat ion 
Category 

district 
y building(s) 

, structure 
site 
object 

Ownersh ip 
public 

y private 
both 

Publ ic Acqu i s i t i on 
w A in process 

being considered 

Sta tus 
X occupied 

unoccupied 
work in progress 

Access ib le 
^ yes: restricted 

yes: unrestricted 
no 

Present Use 
X agriculture 
X commercial 

educational 
entertainment 
government 
industrial 
military 

. museum 

. park 

. private residence 

. religious 

. scientific 
transportation 

. other: 

4. Owner of Property 

name Marker Realty Trust 

street & number 477 Virg in ia Road 

city, town Concord NZA_ vicinity of state MA.. 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Middlesex Courthouse 

street & number Cambridge Street 

city, town Cambridge state MA. 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 
Inventory of the Historic Assets 

title of the Commonwealth #89 has this property been determined elegible? yes . no 

date 1980 . federal X state . county . local 

depository for survey records Massachusetts His tor ica l Commission 

city, town Boston state Ma. 



7 . D e s c r i p t i o n Wtieeler-Merrlam Hotise, 477 Virginia Road, Concord 

Condition 
excellent 

X good 
fair 

. deteriorated 

. ruins 

.unexposed 

Check one 
unaltered 

_x_ altered 

Check one 
^ original site 
moved date M|ft-

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

The Wlieeler-Merriam House is an early colonial house located in the rural eastem 
section of Concord. The property contains 35 acres of land straddling Virginia Road ' ' 
on the southwest side of Pine H i l l , one of the highest in town. Elm Brook runs north/ 
south across Virginia Road, the house is surrounded by stone walls, farm land, orchards, 
and woods. A large bam is located across the road from the house. 

The house is 2 1/2 stories, high, with a cmtxal chimney and-rear: iea^ wooden 
frame is sheathed in clapboard and rests on a stone foundation. Attached to the 
original structure are a one-story porch on the east side and a small gabled e l l of 
one story on the northwest comer; both date from the 20th century. The traditional 
five-bay facade of the building is asymmetrically arranged. 

Omamentation is generally lacking in the Wheeler-Merriam House, as exemplified by i t s 
plain f l a t architraves and narrow comice molding. The facade, however, retains elements 
of one bold, decorative element in i t s second story facade windows, which are surmountea 
by very prominent molded cornices. The entire facade and east elevations once featured 
these comices, which are attributed to housewright Abner Wheeler. 

The east and west elevations of the house are regularly ordered, the only alteration 
being a simple porch running the length of the east side. Its plain square posts, 
spanned by rectangular balusters, support a f l a t roof. The north (rear) elevation 
has experienced several alterations, most notably the addition of 1:wo shed dormers and 
a gabled e l l . 

In plan, the Wheeler-Merriam Hoiase features three major rooms (two front and one, rear) 
grouped about a central chimney and stairway. The most important surviving woodwork 
on the interior remains in the entry stair, west parlor, and parlor chamber above. The 
woodwork in the latter two areas dates probably to the 2d and 3d quarters of the 18th 
century; the triple run stair is characteristic of the 1st or 2d quarter of the 18th 
century. Among the most notable interior details are boxed posts and summer beams; 
ovolo molded, feather-edged paneling; heavy bolection molding around one of the f i r e ­
places; and an unusual "lambs tongue" treatment of comers in the west parlor. The 
leanto-- although integral in fom-- was apparently added, or at least rebuilt, around 
the tum of the 19th century. An architectural analysis of the house was made in 1980 by 
the Society for the Preservation of New England Antiquities, providing the basis of 
understanding its physical form. As i t presently stands, the Wheeler-Merriam House 
has been altered scMewhat from i t s 19th century appearance. Several changes reportedly 
occurred as a result of a ca. 1904 fire.^* Principal exterior alterations include the 
removal of a 1 1/2 story e l l and shed built onto the east end of the house; the addition 
of a porch along that end; and the removal of the projecting comices from the door 
and windows on the f i r s t floor facade and on the east elevation. 

On the south side of Virginia Road is a large bam dating probably from the late 19th 
century. The wood frame structure has a gable roof, a large rectangular doorway 
centered on i t s facade, irregular 6/6 windows, a small ventilator, and plain fascia 
and comer boards. Running perpendicular to this main structure is a similar but 
smaller e l l , and attached to that is a long, low carriage shed. 

\ 



8. Signif icance 

Period 
prehistoric 
1400-1499 
1500-1599 

JC_1600-1699 
1700-1799 
1800-1899 
1900-

Areas of Signif icance—Check and justify below 
archeology-prehistoric 
archeology-historic 

-21 agriculture . 
_ x architecture 

art 
commerce 
communications 

. community planning 

. conservation 

. economics 

. education 

. engineering 

. exploration/settlement 

.industry 

. invention 

landscape architecture religion 
law 
literature 
military 
music 
philosophy 
politics/government 

. science 

. sculpture 

. social/ 
humanitarian 

. theater 

. transportation 

. other (specify) 

Specif ic dates 1692 Builder/Architect NA 

Statement of Significance (i'^ one paragraph) 

The Wheeler-Merrian,House retains integrity of location, design, materials, workmanship 
and setting. I t is significant (1) as a representation of Concord's historic development, 
(2) for i t s associations with the prominent Wheeler and Merriam families, in particular 
a local housewright, and (3) as an interesting and well-preserved example of stylistic 
evolution, from the 18th and 19th centuries. The property thus meets criteria A, B, 
and C of the National Register. 

Sargeant Thomas Wheeler (m. Sarah Merriam, 1648) was the f i r s t family manber prominent 
in Concord. Active in civic affairs, in 1653,..Wheeler, was;.appdmtdd:jan overseer of 
Concord's second division of land in the east quarter, and in 1665 he was appointed 
with William Hartwell to lay out the road to Wobum. By 1690 Wheeler was a prosperous 
landowner with 13 children, of which a l l 1±.e sons were provided with property. Tradition 
dates the Wheeler-Merriam House to 1692, as a wedding present for Thomas's son Timothy 
at his marriage to Lydia Wheeler. Timothy, like his faldier, prospered as a landowner 
and farmer, and was one of the town's wealthiest citizens in his time. The house was 
subsequently occupied by Timothy Jr. (1696-1782), by a nephew, Abner Wheeler (1745-
1820), and by Abner's daughter and son-in-law, Lucy and Joseph Nferriam. 

The Algeo family occupied the Wheeler-IVferriam House ca. 1865 un t i l well into the 20th • 
century, operating a large dairy farm and orchard known.as Pine H i l l Farm. Since the 
1960s the property has been used for a riding school and stable, renamed Elm Brook 
Farm. 

Architecturally, the Wheeler-IVferriam House seems characteristic of houses built in 
the latter part of the f i r s t quarter or early part of the second quarter of the 18th 
century. Some features, (such as the butterfly hinges on a batten door), suggest that 
parts of an earlier structure may be incorporated in the present structure. 

Regardless of i t s original construction date, however, the importance of this house 
lies in the quality of i t s woodwork and in i t s possible attribution to a known 
builder. Most of the visible surfaces of the interior and exterior joinery probably . ^ 
date to the second and third quarters of the 18th century. The fact that seme of 
the later 18th century woodwork may be attributed to Abner Wheeler (1745-1820) ; 
a cabinetmaker and builder, enhances the architectural historical importance of the house. 
Abner Wheeler, together with Reuben Bryant, was responsible for the rebuilding of Concord's 
1710 meetinghouse in 1791. 

The Wheeler-Merriam property should be considered to contain archaeological deposits and 
features representing continuous historic occupation and land usage in the late 17th 
century. Traces of structural features and artifact concentrations relating to earlier 
outbuildings, sheds, lean-to, and well can probably be found through careful archaeolo­
gical investigation in and around the main house. Excavation of these deposits could 



NPS Form 10 M0-« 
(7-»1) 

Uni ted S ta tes Depa r tmen t of t he In ter io r 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic P i a c e s 
Inventory—Momination Form 

Continuation sheet Wheeler-Merriam House Item number Page 

provide an assemblage of materials'associated with 17th, 18th and 19th century domestic 
and farm activities. The analysis of early materials would be useful in supplementing 
scanty documentary accounts of early American domestic l i f e and customs. 

Located along the route of an historic Indian t r a i l now known as Virginia Road, the 
Wheeler-Merriam property may contain archaeological remains associated with prehistoric 
and/or historic Indians' use of the area. Several* prehistoric sites have been identified 
to the south of the property along Elm Brook, a tributary of the Concord River, which was 
a major focus of prehistoric occupation of the region. Additionally, a large mortar 
(grinding stone) was discovered on top of Pine H i l l to the north of the house, suggesting 
that other artifactual deposits may exist within the property. Survey, excavation and 
analysis of prehistoric or historic Indian archaeological loci on the property could 
provide information ionportant to understanding the settlement and subsistence systems of 
groups who inhabited the Concord-Sudbury-Assabet River drainage before the European •„; 
settlers. 
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' See attached maps. 
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state code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 
name/title Wendy Frontiero, Preservation Planner, with Mrs. Anna M. Phalon, Concord 

organization Massachusetts Historical Commission date March 24, 1982 

street & number 294 Washington Street telephone (617 ) 727 -8470 

city or town Boston state MA. 

12, State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: '  

national state local ' 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service. 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title Executive Director, Massachusetts Historical Commission date 
For HCRS use only 

I hereby certify that this property is Included in the National Register 

date , . , 

Keeper of the National Register 

Attest: date 

Chief of Reigistration 

, . _ . ; ; •. , , , G P O 938 8 3 5 
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1. Name 

historic Wheeler-Merriam House (preferred) 

and/or common Elm Brook Farm 

2. Location 

use only 

received " ' l 

jdate entered 

street & number 477 V i r g i n i a Road N/A not for publication 

city, town Concord LI/Aviclnlty of congressional district 5 t h 

state Massachusetts code 025 county Middlesex code 017 

3. Classif ication 
Category 

district 
y building(s) 

structure 
site 
object 

Ownersh ip 
public 

X private 
both 

Publ ic Acqu is i t i on 
N/A jn process 

being considered 

s ta tus 
X occupied 

unoccupied 
work in progress 

Access ib le 
^ yes: restricted 

yes: unrestricted 
no 

Present Use 
X agriculture 
X commercial 

educational 
entertainment 
government 
industrial 
military 

museum 
park 
private residence 
religious 
scientific 
transportation 
other: 

4. Owner of Property 

name Markey Realty Trust 

street & number 477 " V i r g i n i a Road 

city, town Concord N/A vicinity of state MA. 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. M i d d l e s e x C o u r t h o u s e 

street & number Cambridge Street 

city, town Cambridge state MA. 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 
, Inventory of the Historic Assets 

title of the Cornmonwealth #89 has this property been determined elegible? yes X no 

date 1980 . federal state county local 

depository for survey records M a s s a c h u s e t t s H i s t o r i c a l Commiss ion 

city, town Boston state Ma. 



7. Description Wlieeler-Merriam House, 477 "Virginia Road, Concord 

Condition Checit one Check one 
excellent deteriorated unaltered ^ original site 

y. good ruins x altered moved date N\Pc 
fair unexposed 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

The Wlieeler-Merriam House is an early colonial house located in the rural eastem 
section of Concord. The property contains 35 acres of land straddling Virginia Road 
on the southwest side of Pine H i l l , one of the highest i n town. Elm Brook runs north/ 
south across Virginia Road, the house is surrounded by stone walls, farm land, orchards, 
and woods. A large bam is located across the road from the house. 

The hoiase is 2 1/2 stories high wi th a ceoatrM chimney and-
frame is sheathed in clapboard and rests on a stone foundation. Attached to the 
original structure are a one-story porch on the east side and a small gabled e l l of 
one story on the northwest comer; both date from the 20th century. The traditional 
five-bay facade of the building is asymmetrically arranged. 

Omamentation is generally lacking in the Wheeler-Merriam House, as exemplified by its 
plain f l a t architraves and narrow comice molding. The facade, however, retains elements 
of one bold, decorative element in its second story facade windows, which are surmountea 
by very prominent molded comices. The entire facade and east elevations once featured 
these comices, which are attributed to housewright Abner Wheeler. 

The east and west elevations of the house are regularly ordered, the only alteration 
being a simple porch running the length of the east side. Its plain square posts, 
spanned by rectangular balusters, support a f l a t roof. The north (rear) elevation 
has experienced several alterations, most notably the addition of two shed dormers and 
a gabled e l l . 

In plan, the Wheeler-Merriam House features tJiree major rooms (two front and one, rear) 
grouped about a central chimney and stairway. The most important surviving woodwork 
on the interior remains in the entry stair, west parlor, and parlor chamber above. The 
woodwork in the latter two areas dates probably to the 2d and 3d quarters of the 18th 
century; the triple run stair is characteristic of the 1st or 2d quarter of the 18th 
century. Among the most notable interior details are boxed posts and summer beams; 
ovolo molded, feather-edged paneling; heavy bolection molding around one of the f i r e ­
places; and an unusual "lambs tongue" treatment of comers in the west parlor. The 
leanto-- although integral in form-- was apparently added, or at least rebuilt, around 
the tum of the 19th century. An architectural analysis of the house was made in 1980 by 
the Society for the Preservation of New England Antiquities, providing the basis of 
understanding its physical form. As i t presently stands, the Wheeler-Merriam House 
has been altered somewhat from its 19th century appearance. Several changes reportedly 
occurred as a result of a ca. 1904 fi r e . Principal exterior alterations include the 
removal of a 1 1/2 story e l l and shed built onto the east end of the house; the addition 
of a porch along that end; and the removal of the projecting comices from the door 
and windows on the f i r s t floor facade and on the east elevation. 

On the south side of Virginia Road is a large bam dating probably from the late 19th 
century. The wood frame structure has a gable roof, a large rectangular doorway 
centered on its facade, irregular 6/6 windows, a small ventilator, and plain fascia 
and comer boards. Running perpendicular to this main structure is a similar but 
smaller e l l , and attached to that is a long, low carriage shed. 



8. Significance 
Period 

prehistoric 
1400-1499 
1500-1599 
1600-1699 

_2C_ 1700-1799 
1800-1899 
1900-

Areas of Signif icance—Check and justify below 
archeology-prehistoric 
archeology-historic 
agriculture . / / / , 

J?. architecture / ' / v/, i 
_ a r t / ^ / - ^ ^ 
^ commerce 

communications 

. community planning 

. conservation 
economics 
education 
engineering 
exploration/settlement 
industry 
invention 

landscape architecture religion 
law 
literature 
military 
music 
philosophy 
politics/government 

. science 

. sculpture 

. social/ 
humanitarian 
theater 
transportation 

. other (specify) 

Specif ic dates 1692 Builder/Architect NA 

Statement of Significance (in one oaragraph) 

The Wheeler-Merr,ia<n.House retains integrity of location, design, materials, workmanship 
and setting. I t is significant (1) as a representation of Concord's historic development, 
(2) for i t s associations with the prominent Wheeler and Merriam families, in particular 
a local housewright, and (3) as an interesting and well-preserved example of s t y l i s t i c ^ 
evolution, from the 18th and 19th centuries 
and C of the National Register. 

The property thus meets c r i t e r i a A, >, 0 

Sargeant Thomas Wheeler (m. Sarah Merriam, 1648) was the f i r s t family member prominent 
in Concord. Active i n civic a f f a i r s , i n 1653,..Wheeler .was appdiaateldijan overseer of 
Concord's second division of land i n the east quarter, and in 1665 he was appointed 
with William Hartwell to lay out the road to Wobum, By 1690 Wheeler was a prosperous 
landowner with 13 children, of which a l l the sons were provided with property. Tradition 
dates the Wheeler-Merriam House to 1692, as a wedding present for Thomas's son Timothy 
at his marriage to Lydia Wheeler. Timothy, like his father, prospered as a landowner 
and farmer, and was one of the town's wealthiest citizens i n his time. The house was 
subsequently occupied by Timothy Jr, (1696-1782), by a nephew, Abner Wheeler (1745-
1820), and by Abner's daughter and son-in-law, Lucy and Joseph Merriam, 

The Algeo family occupied the Wheeler-I^rriam House ca. 1865 u n t i l well into the 20th 
century, operating a large dairy farm and orchard known as Pine H i l l Farm, Since the 
1960s the property has been used for a riding school and stable, renamed Elm Brook 
Farm. 

Architecturally, the Wheeler-Merriam House seems characteristic of houses b u i l t i n 
the l a t t e r part of the f i r s t quarter or early part of the second quarter of the 18th 
century. Some features, (such as the butterfly hinges on a batten door), suggest that 
parts of an earlier stmcture may be incorporated i n the present stmcture. 

Regardless of i t s original constmction date, however, the importance of this house 
lies i n the quality of i t s woodwork and in i t s possible attribution to a known 
builder. Most of the visible surfaces of the interior and exterior joinery probably 
date to the second and th i r d quarters of the 18th century. The fact that some of 
the later 18th century woodwork may be attributed to Abner Wheeler (1745-1820) ; 
a cabinetmaker and builder, enhances the architectural historical importance of the house, 
Abner Wheeler, together with Reuben Bryant, was responsible for the rebuilding of Concord's 
1710 meetinghouse i n 1791, 

The Wheeler-Merriam property should be considered to contain archaeological deposits and . 
features representing continuous historic occupation and land usage in the late 17th 
century. Traces of stmctural features and ar t i f a c t concentrations relating to earlier 
outbuildings, sheds, lean-to, and well can probably be found through careful archaeolo­
gical investigation i n and around the main house. Excavation of these deposits could 

' • (continued) . ' ^ 
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provide an assemblage of materials'associated with 17th, 18th and 19th century domestic 
and farm act i v i t i e s . The analysis of early materials would be useful i n supplementing 
scanty documentary accounts of early American domestic l i f e and customs. 

Located along the route of an historic Indian t r a i l now known as Virginia Road, the 
Wheeler-Merriam property may contain archaeological remains associated with prehistoric 
and/or historic Indians' use of the area. Several prehistoric sites have been identified 
to the south of the property along Elm Brook, a tributary of the Concord River, which was 
a major focus of prehistoric occupation of the region. Additionally, a large mortar 
(grinding stone) was discovered on top of Pine H i l l to the north of the house, suggesting 
that other artifactual deposits may exist within the property. Survey, excavation and 
analysis of prehistoric or historic Indian archaeological loci on the property could 
provide information important to understanding the settlement and subsistence systems of 
groups who inhabited the Concord-Sudbury-Assabet River drainage before the European 
settlers. 
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Wheeler, Ruth R. Concord, Climate for Freedom. Printing and Publishing Production 
Associates, Yarmouthport, MA, 1967. 

Wolcott, Charles H. Notes on Land and Roads in Concord, . ' 

Old Concord Town Records, Vol. I, II, III ' ' ' V :\' 
Wills, Deeds, etc, from Middlesex County Courthouse, '•'"• J' 
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house i s located, contains 18.4 acres; the barn stands on Parcel 4261-1, 
cont a i n i n g 16.9 acres. The t h i r d p a r c e l , 4261-2, i s adjacent to the 
l a t t e r p a r c e l and contains no h i s t o r i c a l l y s i g n i f i c a n t s t r u c t u r e s on i t s 17.1 
acres. The Wheeler-Merriam House o r i g i n a l l y stood on twelve acres of land, 
yet the associated acreage has f l u c t u a t e d v a s t l y over the years, as fortunes 
increased and declined and as use changed from farming to d a i r y i n g to the 
present r i d i n g s t a b l e . The nominated acreage was thus chosen to include 
only the land d i r e c t l y connected to major extant s t r u c t u r e s and r e f l e c t s 
present l o t d i v i s i o n . 
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CONCORD HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
TOWN HOUSE 

CONCORD, MASSACHUSETTS 01742 

OLB H ^ f i i> J"! oat 

ray 6. i9fJ?̂ cr:!VEty 

F's. P a t r i c i a L . V/eslov/ski 
S ta te i l i s t o r i c P r e s e r v a t i o n O f f i c e r 
Fassachusetts r i s t o r i c a l Commission 
294 V/ashinpton S t . 
Boston, FA 02108 

Dear I s . ''e-slov/ski : 

RE: ,('heeler Feriiam Ii ouse 

r-'rs. Phalon has done a s o l i d job of ressarchinp; the ''/heoler-Perriam 
I'ouse, and she has conscientiously and accurately documented the 
impo: tance of the Fouse and the role i t s various inhabitants played 
i n Concord's h i s t o r y . , 

The application f o r National Ref>;ister status has our wholehearted 
and enthusiastic support. 

Ro/lom 

Yours sincerely, 

1̂  
Renee Garrelick 
Chairman 



mini m l 
MASSACHUSETTS 

HISTORICAL 
COMMISSION 

COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS 
Office of the Secretary of State 
294 Washington Street 
Boston, Massachusetts 
02108 
617-727-8470 

MICHAEL JOSEPH CONNOLLY 
Secretary of State 

May 27, 1982 

Ms. Carol Shull, Acting Keeper 
National Register o£ Historic Places 
National Park Service 
Department of the Interior 
Washington, D.C. 20243 

V '-

Dear Ms. Shull: . : 

Enclosed you w i l l find the following nomination forms / J s \ 

Concord: Wheeler-Merriam House (local) . •. 

Gloucester: Central Gloucester Historic District (local) ' 

' Leominster: >fc)nument Square Historic District (local) 

' Leominster: Wachusett Shirt Factory (local) 

Newton: Farlow and Kenrick Parks Historic District (local) 

• '.fi 

A l l have been voted eligible by the State Review Board and have been signed 
by the State Historic Preservation Officer. Owners were notified of pending 
State Review Board consideration 30-75 days before the meeting and were afforded 
the opportunity to comment. Comments received to date are attached to the nomination 
forms. 

Sincerely, 

Candace Jenkiris 
Registration Director 
Massachuse't-fes Historical Commission 

CJ/sac 

enclosures 

:.rL.it^^jijllt^iit\i!bM.,.'.i^. 



M A S S A C H U S E T T S 
HISTORIGAI 

COMMISSION 

COMMONWEALTH OF M A S S A C H U S E T T S 
Office of the Secretary of State 
294 Washington Street 
Boston, Massachusetts 
02108 
617-727-8470 

MICHAELJOSEPH CONNOLLY 
Secretary of State 

August 31, 1982 < 

Mr. Jerry Rogers vi,^ F̂ ' • ẑ- '-vF' . 
Keeper ,. •, ' ' ' ,. '. ' 
National Park Service • ,;• ; ' '•' 'f-yF 
hlid-Atlantic Regional Office , ' . F " 
600 Arch Street ' :'• ' " ••' i • 
Room 9310 ' ̂  ' . ., 
Philadelphia, PA 19106 ---̂  . > • ; . ^ 

Dear Mr. Rogers: ' ' 

Enclosed are several National Register forms: , ' • 5̂. -

Salem: Rufus Choate House (local) new submission - Tliis has been voted eli g i b l e 
by the State Review Board;' the omer su[Dports nomination. 

Boyalston: Deacon Cyprian Keyes House/Barlin Acres (local) resubmission -
additional photos have been included. 

y ^ o n c o r d : l\lieeler-Merriam House (local) resubmission - We have added a boundary 
^ j u s t i f i c a t i o n . _ 

Ipswich-Tumer H i l l (state) - resubmission - photos and descriptions of out­
buildings have been added as well as a boundary j u s t i f i c a t i o n . 

Please l e t me know i f you have any questions. 

Sincerely, ; ̂  ' • • 

Candace Je^ik^tis 
Registration Director 
Massachusetts Historical Commission 

Enclosures 

Ĉ /Pg ... • , „ 


