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Town Quincy, M\ / NRA

ASdress 76 Field Street

Historic Nane Quincv Electric Light
and Power Gonpany Station

U Present pover fiutettati h

Original ppyer station

DESEIPTICW /

Date 1902

Source David M Wlson. Quincy—Merrynount

Style Col oni al Revival

Architect Addition—Shephard and Stearns

Exterior Wtall Fabric brick

Qut bui I di ngs none

Major Alterations (with dates) tvo-story
addition (1925) —see reverse
Condi tion od

Mved no Date “jot

Acreage 1.6 acres

Setting situated inaverv busy commerc
af gar thestation conmands avi (

Rivpr Ray.

Recorded by Fannin and Lehner / J. Johnson
crgani zaticn Quincy Historical Conm ssion

Dat e Jnly 1, iqgRfi/ Miy ig»7



NATKM AL REA STER CRI TER A STATEMEMI (i f applicable)
The Power Station retains integrity of design, location, setting, materials, and
association with the devel opment of Quincy's public utilities inthelatel9th
and early twentieth centuries. Thebuilding fulfills Criteria Aof the
National Register of Historic Places onthe local |evel.

ARCH TECTURAL SIQJIPICFtHCE Describe inportant architectural features andevaluate i nterns of
other buildingsw thinthe oomunity.

S | NVENTARY FORVIGONTT NUATI ON SHET

HSTCGR CAL SIGNF CANCE Explaintherole cwers played i nlocal or state history and how t he
building relates t othe devel opnent of the oatnnunity.
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Building permts, alterations. . - .

W lliam Churchill Edwards. Historic Quincy, Massachusetts, 1957, p. 323-4.,°

Paul Robert Lyons. Quincy: APictorial History, p. 124, 126. iy |1 -

David Munro W1 son. Quincy, A dBraintree, andMrrynmount, 1906, p.59. "

Three Hundred Years  of Quincy, 1925, p. 281. /




INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET Coranunity: Fam Nao

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL CChMISSON
Office of the Secretary, Bodon

Property Name: QuinCij U~ htCo.

Indicate each item on inventory form vSidi is being continued beow.

H STORI CAL SI GNI FI CANCE — 76 FI ELD STREET
QJ NCY ELECTRI C LI GHT AND POMR STATI ON

In response t o industrial expansion and rapid residential devel opment.
Quincy's first utility conpanies enmerged i nthe |ate 19t_hcentur{). The
(%JI ncy Electric Light and Power Conpany was established i n 1888 by a grou

of leading Quincy citizens. Among themwas Henry Minroe Faxon (1864-1949);
owner of a large famly real estate business, Faxon served for many years as
the new corrﬁany's president and ?eneral manager. |In 1901, with nore .
customers than any other of the fourteen private firms generating electric
light i nthe County (exept Brookline), the conpany outgrew its first plant
on Qui ncy Avenue. The new building, erected i n1902, was built on Field
-Street at a conveni ent point on the Town River. Warf facilities enabled
the conpany t o obtain coal easily by vessel. The Field Street plant
continued togenerate electric power for Quincy unttl Novenmber 1920.

Finding it nore economcal tobuy electricity fromBoston Edison thanto
generate it , the conpany converted the plant toa substation. I n 1954, t he
nane of t he conpany was changed t othe Quincy Electric Gonpany and i n 1961
the conpany nerged with the Massachusetts Electric Conpany.

oil.-

Staple to Inventory form at bottom



I N\VENTCRY FORM GONTI NUATI ON SHEET Coranunity: Fam Na

MASSACH BETTS H STAR CAL GCFM SIS ON
Office of the Secretary, Boston

Property Name:(yy/o” ClldtrriCUftHh,

I ndicate each item oninventory formwhich i s being continued bel ow

ARCH TECTURAL SI GNI FI CANCE — 76 FIELD STREET
QJ NCY ELECTRI C PO/MR STATI ON

The 1902 Quincy Electric andPower Conpany plant is a well-preserved
muni ci pal power facility, the oldest extant electric power station in
Quincy. The large brick structure i s designed in a Colonial Revival
style. Thewalls are domnated by a series of tall arched w ndow
openings designed to |l et [ight into the open three-story work spaces
within. Therectangular block has a modillioned cornice, recessed
brick panels under the windows, andbrick pilasters at the corners.
The tall cylindrical chimey serves the station andindicates the

building's function. In 1925 arectangular structure was added to one
end of the 1902 station. The two-story addition continues the
modi |l lioned cornice of the 1902 structure andis well integrated into

the original design scheme. The newbuildingwas the work of Shephard
and Stearns, Boston architects who also designed the South Junior High
School (1927, #401) andthe Munroe Building (1929; #QC 156) i n Quincy.

Staple tolnventory form at bottom
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