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The Fair Haven Flour Mill is a simple, two-story, rectangular building (30 ft. x 
40 ft.) with a full basement. The mill has a wood-shingled, gable roof. The 
exterior of the mill was originally of lap siding over a heavy timber frame. 
Cedar shakes have been added in later years to the west, south and east walls. 
Principal access to the mill was on the north side of the building. The mill 
race entered the building from the west side of the structure although it has 
now been filled with earth.

The mill utilized mill stones (two runs) for grinding flour as late as 1880, 
however^rinilater;years it-was ; .converged to a roller mill.

The mill located on the north bank of the Clearwater River had about ten feet 
of head. A turbine runner was installed by 1880,to power the mill, replacing 
an earlier water wheel.

Capacity of the mill in 1892 was 75 barrels of flour per day. 

The turbine runner and some of the milling equipment remain.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Fair Haven Flour Mill is one of the few remaining:^ water powered*; mills i in - jr 
Wright County and the third oldest extant mill building remaining in Minnesota.

Milling operations on the Clearwater River began at an early date. The first
mill on this site was erected in 1859 by O.D. Webb of Fair Haven. The mill
dam and a sawmill had been erected at this location in 1857 by Thomas C. Partridge,
one of the founders of Fair Haven. The dam was first built on the site of
an existing beaver dam.

However, on June 20, 1867, the dam and grist mill were swept away in a flood. 
Both were rebuilt by Jackson A. Linscott and William Vye with work completed on 
October 28, 1867. The present structure on the site is from this date.

In 1870 Linscott and Vye were operating a custom and merchant mill equipped 
with two runs of stones producing 2,000 barrels per year. Water power at the 
mill was rated at 65 h.p. .

By 1880 Linscott and Vye had converted the mill t.o turbine operation replacing
the earlier water wheel. An auxiliary steam engine had been added by 1890 to
supplement the water power. ;

Hans N. Nelson acquired the mill in 1890 and increased production by 1892 to 
75 barrels per day.

The Mill was acquired by Grant Graham in 1899 who operated the mill for the 
next 41 years. Graham learned his trade from his father who was a miller. 
Graham had operated mills at Big Bend and Milan in Chippewa County, Minnesota 
before acquiring the Fair Haven Mill. His "xxxx" brand of flour and a break­ 
fast food he manufactured were ^popular in the area. Graham flour, cracked 
whole wheat and corn meal were also produced at the mill.

The mill was operated sporadically by various parties after Graham's death in 
1941. It was acquired by Wright County in 1970.
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The following described lands in the Townsite of Fair Haven: Commencing on the 
West side of Fremont Street 40 rods South of the Northeast corner of Block 51 
in said Townsite; thence South following the West line of Fremont Street to the 
South line of said Townsite; thence West on the South line of said Townsite to 
the Southwest corner thereof; thence North on said West line of said Townsite 
to a point where said line intersects the line of highwater mark on the North 
shore of Lake Marie; thence in a general Northeasterly direction and following 
said highwater mark on said Lake Marie and the Mill Pond to the East side of 
Conway Street; thence North on the East line of Conway Street to the Northwest 
corner of Block 57 of said Townsite; thence East on said North line of Block 57 
to the Northeast corner thereof; thence Southeasterly to the place of beginning, 
and all streets and parts of streets included in the above described metes and 
bounds, except the right-of-way for street 2 rods wide across said Block 58 
beginning on the South side of the line last above mentioned, and excepting 
the right-of-way for the public to cross Block 57; together with all rights, 
privileges, hereditaments and appurtenances, including the right of flowage 
and all water power rights thereunto belonging, and also Block 58 of said 
Townsite of Fair Haven; together with approximately 5 acre tract adjoining in 
Southside Township, Wright County, Minnesota.


