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The North Easton Railroad Station, designed by H.H. Richardson, was 
commissioned in November, 1881 - The rectangular building m rock-faced 
Braggsville granite is set on a low foundation of Longmeadow (red) sandstone; a 
broad course of the same sandstone encircles the entire building about halfway 
up the exterior walls. The station is covered by a bejlcast hip roof. The upper 
slope of the roof on the west side is broken by two symmetrically placed dormers 
of five windows each. The lower slope of the roof creates a deep overhang on all 
sides of the building. This overhang is supported by laxge brackets contructed of 
heavy beams and placed in pairs. The wall posts terminate in a stone corbel. 
A port-cochere or carriage porch is centered on the east facade of the station 
and it , too, is covered with a bellcast hip roof. 

Patterns of fenestration on the east and west facades of the station are quite 
similar. Two wide arches are placed symmetrically on each facade. These arches 
contain windows which are the main source of light for the station. The architect has 
also placed a double window outside the arches at the north and south end of each 
facade. These double windows are divided by vertical stone mullions. Al l windows 
not contained in arches have su;rrounds of red sandstone set flush with the walls. 
The side surrounds of these windows resemble quoining and the lintels are formed by 
the sandstone course noted above. The south side of the station contains a single 
window in the middle of the wall. A wide, centrally located door is the only break 
in the opposite (north) facade. 

Exterior details of the station include examples of Richardson's decorative 
animal figures.^^ These are characteristic of the buildings which the architect super­
vised most closely. In Austin Hall at Harvard (February, 1881), for example, dragor 
and wild boar heads are carved in the exposed beams of the law library. Here in the 
North Easton Station, Richardson uses boar and lion heads. Two boar heads, carved 
in the supporting beams, face each other under the junction of the overhang of the 
carriage porch and the main roof. More boar heads are carved in the wooden lintels 
of the windows under the arches on the same (east) facade, two heads to an arch. 
Finally, lion heads are carved in the armrests of the outside benches set against 
the west facade of the station. 

The interior of the station is divided into two waiting rooms, with ticket 
office in the center and a small baggage room at the northern end of the building. 
The main entrance to the station is on the east facade, centered under the carriage 
porch between the two arches. The entrance opens onto a hallway connecting the 
two waiting rooms. On the west (track) side of the station a bay window centered on 
the wall marks the location of the ticket office. A door under each arch on this facade 
gives access to the platform from the waiting rooms 
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The North Easton Railroad Station, designed by H. H chardson was 
commissioned in November, 1881 The rectangular building of rock-faced 
Braggsville granite is set on a low foundation of Longmeadow (red) sandstone; a 
broad course of the same sandstone encircles t he entire building about halfway 
up the exterior walls. T he station is covered by a bellcast hip roof. The upper 
slope of the roof on the west side is broken by two symmetrically placed dormers 
of five windows each. The lower slope of the roof creates a deep overhang on all 
sides of the building. This overhang is s upported by large brackets contructed of 
heavy beams and placed i n pairs. The wall posts terminate in a stone cor6e1. 
Aport-cochere or carriage porch is centered on the east facade of the station 
and it, too, is covered with a bellcast hip roof. 

Patterns of fenestration on the east and west facades of the station are quite 
similar. Two wide arches are placed symmetrically on each facade. These arches 
contain windows which are the main source of light for the station. The architect has 
also placed a double window outside the arches at the north and south end of each 
facade. These double windows are divided by vertical stone mullions. All windows 
not contained in arches have surrounds of red sandstone set flush with the walls . 
The side surrounds of these windows resemble quoining and the lintels are formed by 
the sandstone course noted above. The south s ide of the station contains a single 
window in the middle of the wall. A wide, centrally located door is the only break 
in the opposite (north) facade . 

Exterior details of the station include ~x~~ of Richardson's decorati:ve 
animal figures. These are char acteristic of the buildings which the architect super­
vised most closely. In Austin Hall at Harvard (February, 1881), for example, drago 
and wild boar heads are carved in the exposed beams of the law library. Here in the 
North Easton Station, Richardson uses boar and lion heads. Two boar heads, carved 
in the supporting beams, face each otner under tne Junction of the overhang of the 
carriage porch and the main roof. More boar heads are carved in the wooden lintels 
of the windows under the arches on""ffi.e same (east) facade, two heads to an arch. 
Finally, lion heads are carved in the armrests of the outside benches set against 
the west facade of the station. 

The interior of t he station is divided i nto two waiting rooms, with ticket 
office in the center and a small baggage room at the northern end of the building. 
The main entrance to the station is on the east facade, centered under the carriage 
porch between the two arches. The entrance opens onto a hallway connecting the 
two waiting rooms . On the west (track) side of the station a bay window centered on 
the wall marks the location of the ticket office. A door under each arch on this facad 
gives access to the platforrµ rom the waiting rooms. 
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CONTINUATION SHEET - National Register Nomination. North Easton Railroad Station 

6. (2) Title: Historic American Buildings Survey, Mass-663 

Date: 1959-60 (Federal) 

Depository: Library of Congress, Washington, D. C. 

CONTINUATION SHEET -- National Register Nomination, North Easton Railroad Station 

6. (2) Title: Historic American Buildings Survey, Mass-663 
Date: 1959-60 (Federal) 

Depository: Library of Congress, Washington, D. C. 
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The Old Colony Railroad Station in North Easton is the best remaining 
example of the small stations designed by H. H. Richardson in his distinctive 
American or Richardsonian Romanesque style. Professor Henry Russell Hitchcock 
considers Richardson's Auburndale station of 1881 "the best he ever built. 
However, that station is no longer extant. In discussing the North Easton station, 
he states that " . . .this the only other small station really comparable in quality 
to that at Auburndale. " F. L. Ames, who was Richardson's friend and patron, 
commissioned this station in 1881 and gave it to the Old Colony line (later the 
New York, New Haven and Hartford), in which members of the Ames family were 
principal stockholders. 

The Ames family built a fortune from the profits of the Shovel Works, which 
Oliver Ames founded at Easton in 1803. The first shovels were made by hand and 
taken to market in Boston in a one-horse wagon. The Shovel Works grew steadily 
and in the mid-century boom brought by the discovery of gold in California and 
Australia and by the vast increase in railroad building became the world's largest 
shovel factory. Following Oliver Ames' death in 1863, the family business was 
carried on by his sons Oakes, Oliver Jr. , and F. L . 

The Old Colony Station was the fourth in a series of five buildings which 
Richardson designed for the Ames family: the Ames Free Library (1877), Ames 
Memorial Hall (1879), the Ames Gate Lodge (1880), the Old Colony Station (1881), 
and the Ames Gardener's Cottage (1884). Mrs. Eleanor R. Ames describes 
Richardson's work in North Easton as a " . . . unique case of a family sponsoring 
an outstanding architect in the development of a small town, resulting in a major 
contribution to the nation's architecture in general and in the town's own environ­
ment. 

•'̂ Henry Russell Hitchcock, The Architecture of H. H. Richardson and His 
Times (Cambridge: M. I . T. Press, 1936), p. 224. 

^Ibid., p. 226. 
^Mrs. Eleanor R. Ames, Form Bj.:r(iveln,t<5r5Ej<̂ f North Easton, Massa­

chusetts Historical Commission. 
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The Old Colony Railroad Station in North Easton is the best remaining 
example of the small stations designed by H. H. Richardson in his distinctive 
American~cliar§soni@ Romanesque style. Professor Henry Russell Hitchcock 
considers Richardson's Auburndale station of 1881 11the best he ever built . 111 

However, that station is no longer extant. In discussing the North Easton station, 
he states that 11 •• . this ~ the only;;t r small station really comparable in quality 
to that at Auburndale. 11 F . L. A s., who was Richardson's friend and patron, 
commissioned this station in 188 and gave it to the Old Colony line (later the 
New York, New Haven and Hartford), in which members of the Ames family were 
principal stockholders. 

The Ames family built a fortune from the profits of the Shovel Works, which 
Oliver Ames founded at Easton in 1803. The first shovels were made by hand and 
taken to market in Boston in a one-horse wagon. The Shovel Works grew steadily 
and in the mid-century boom brought by the discovery of gold in California and 
Australia and by the vast increase in railroad building became the world's largest 
shovel factory. Following Oliver Ames' death in 1863, the family business was 
carried on by his sons Oakes, Oliver Jr. , and F. L. 

The Old Colony Station was the fourth in a series of five buildings which 
Richardson designed..for the Ames family: the Ames Free "Library (t877), Ames 
Memorial Hall (1879), the Ames Gate Lodge (1880), the Old Colony Station (1881), 
and the Ames Gardener's Cottage (1884). Mrs. Eleanor R. Ames describes 
Richardson's work in North Easton as a 11 

••• unique case of a family sponsoring 
an outstanding architect in the development of a small town, resulting in a major 
contrib~tion to the nation's architecture in general and in the town's own environ­
ment. " 

1Henry Russell Hitchcock, The Architecture of H. H. Richardson and His 
Times ~Cambridge: M. I. T. Press, 1936), p. 224. 

Ibid., p. 226. 
3Mrs . Eleanor R. Ames, Form Bh lllVEi.n,t 1i f North Easton, Massa-
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Form 10-301 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
(July 1969) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

PROPERTY MAP FORM 

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map) 

S T A T E 

Massachusetts 
C O U N T Y 

B r i s t o l 

FOR NPS USE ONLY 

E N T R Y N U M B E R D A T E 

1. NAME 

COMMON: North Easton Railroad Station 
AND/OR HISTORIC: Qlcj Colony Rajlroad Station 

2. LOCATION 

u S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

Off Oliver Street on railroad right-of-wav 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

North Easton 
1- S T A T E ; C O D E C O U N T Y : C O D E 

Massachusetts 025 Bristol 005 
3. MAP" ftSFERENCe 

U. S. G. S.: Brockton, Mass. 
UJ 

UJ 

SCALE: 1 : 2 4 , 0 0 0 

DATE; 1963 

4. REQUIREMENTS 

T O B E I N C L U D E D O N A L L M A P S 

1. Property broundaries where requ i red. 

2 . North arrow. 

3. La t i t ude and longi tude reference. 

..,, 

Form 10-301 
(July 1969) 

z l. 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

PROPERTY MAP FORM 

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map) 

STATE 

Mas sac bu setts 
COUNTY 

Bristol 
FOR NPS USE ONLY 

ENTRY NUMBER DATE 

~~-........ --~~----------------'----------"------"'----~-----1 o North Easton ·1road Station 
ANot oR H1sToR1c, Old Colon on 

.... ,._2_ . .....-----------~----------------------------1 
u 
::, 

0:: 

.... 

..,, 
z 

w 
w 
..,, 

STREET AN 

treet on railroad ri 
CITY OR TOWN: 

3. MAR ·-REfERENCE 
SOURCE: 

U. S. G. s. : Brockton, Mass . 
CALE: 1 : 24 000 

TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS 

1. Property broundories where required. 

2. North arrow. 

3. Lati tude and longitude reference. 

CODE 

25 ristol 005 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET 

REQUESTED ACTION: ADD I TIONAL DOCUMENTATION 

PROPERTY 
NAME: 

MULTIPLE 
NAME: 

North Easton Railroad Station 

STATE & COUNTY: MASSACHUSETTS, Bristol 

DATE RECEIVED: 11/19/13 DATE OF PENDING LIST: 
DATE OF 16TH DAY: DATE OF 45TH DAY: 1/05/14 
DATE OF WEEKLY LIST: 

REFERENCE NUMBER: 72000125 

NOMINATOR: STATE 

REASONS FOR REVIEW: 

APPEAL: N DATA PROBLEM: N 
OTHER: N PDIL: N 

T· N SAMPLE: N 

NT .WAIVER: N 

CEPT RETURN 

ABSTRACT/SUMMARY COMMENTS: 

LANDSCAPE: N 
PERIOD: N 
SLR DRAFT: N 

REJECT I 

LESS THAN 50 YEARS: 
PROGRAM UNAPPROVED: 
NATIONAL: 

DATE 

Additional Documentation Approved 

N 
N 
N 

TELEPHONE 

DLSCI,PLINE ~ 
DATE l• 3rlf ----- ------

DOCUMENTATION see attached comments Y/N see attached SLR Y/N 

If a nomination is returned to the nominating authority, the 
nomination is no longer under consideration by the NPS. 



The Commonwealth of Massachusetts 
William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth 

Massachusetts Historical Commission 

September 10, 2013 

J. Paul Loether 
National Park Service 2280, 8th Floor 
National Register of Historic Places 
120 l I (eye) Street, NW 
Washington, D.C. 20005 

Dear Mr. Loether: 

Re: Address changes for properties listed on the NRHP 

As we digitize our inventory of historic resources, we are discovering discrepancies in property 
addresses due to renumbering, changing the address to a side street that abuts the parcel, or 
assigning a precise address where none had existed. In some cases, property owners have notified 
us of an incorrect address. We are, therefore, writing to request technical corrections in the 
National Register records for the following: 

Chelsea (Suffolk County) 
• Chelsea Garden Cemetery (NRIND 2/9/2001 )-:new adrlw1sis 70 Central A venue 

(formerly Shawmut Street) D t Ooo t'> ~ , 7-uu .. 
Cheshire (Berkshire County) 

• Hall's Tavern (NRlND 3/10/1983)-new address is 31 North Street (formerly North 
Street) ~ )0(:)(.ji .5· G?'t, // 

Cohasset (Norfolk County) 
• Pratt Historic Building (NRIND 9/7 /2006)-new address is J.06-110 South Main Street 

(formerly 106 South Main Street) OG (;1(>:) ; ~ ~ 

Concord (Middlesex County) 
• Emerson, Ralph Waldo House (NRIND/NHL 10/ 15/1966; NRDIS 9/13/1977)-new 

address is 18 Cambridge Turnpike (forn1s.rlvA 8 Cap,bridge Turnpike near intersection of 
Lexington Road) . i,11 """'-,"\ 1( </ flu L 

• Sleepy Hollow Cemetery (NRlND 8/19/1998}--n~ address is 34A Bedford Street 
(formerly 24 Court Lane) q ~C5>Ct)9 q \ < 

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125 
(617) 727-84 70 • Fax: (617) 727-5128 

www.state.ma. us/sec/mhc 



Dennis (Barnstable County) 
• West Schoolhouse ~RIND 4/24/1975)-uew addre~•~l Whig Street (formerly 

Nobscusset Road) t ~ roo l(Q "2..- / 

• Dennis, Josiah Manse (NRlND 2/15/1974)- new address is 61 Whig Street (formerly 
Nobscusset Road and Whig Street) West Schoolhouse and Josaih Dennis Manse, which 
stand adjacent to each other, have the same address. 7 tf ()C) O J "-: i) --·-

Easton (Bristol County) 
,-"' North Easton Railroad Station/Old Colony Railroad St.ation (NRlND 4/11/72; NRDlS 

11/3/1972 and 12/23/l987; NHL 12/23/1987)-new address is 80 Mechanic Street _ 
(formerly Oliver Street or off Oliver St along railroad right of way) '7 2 ,--,()C} t? ) .. - ~ ----

Holden (Worcester County) 
• Willard~Fisk Farm (NRIND 2/23/1996)- new address is 121 Whitney Street (formerly 

123 Whitney Street) ~' O t)C) l ~ ? ~ ---
Wilmington (Middlesex County) 

• West Schoolhouse (NRIND 2/23/ 1990)- new address is 141 Shawsheen A v~e 
(formerly Shawsheen Avenue at Aldrich Road) Cf('.) 00<) ! (,;_ f / 

' Winthrop (Suffolk County) . 
• Newton, Edward B. School (NRlND 8/21/1997)- new addr~ 31 Pauline Street 

(formerly 45 Pauline Street) a-, (l), ... ·;-'·~ (1 --:,-t:/ / ~ w • 

V\ .. ~ '.J • . .,P O •L 7> 

• Winthrop, Deane House (NRIND/TRA, First Period Buildings of Eastern MA, 
3/9/1990)- new address is 34 Shirley Street (formerly 40 Shirley Street) qQ()O;) { G z:::---· 

Woburn (Middlesex County) 
• U. S. Post Office-Woburn Center Station (NRIND 10/19/1987)-new address is 1 Abbott 

Street (formerly 2 Abbott Street) l~60 J r.f j f 

Sincerely, 

~~ 
Betsy Friedberg d 
National Register Director 
Massachusetts Historical Commission 



National Register of Historic Places 
Memo to File 
 

Correspondence 
The Correspondence consists of communications from (and possibly to) the nominating authority, notes 
from the staff of the National Register of Historic Places, and/or other material the National Register of 
Historic Places received associated with the property. 
Correspondence may also include information from other sources, drafts of the nomination, letters of 
support or objection, memorandums, and ephemera which document the efforts to recognize the 
property. 
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December 14, 1971 

The Office of Archeology and Historic 
Preservation 

National Park Service 
801 19th Street, N.W. 
Washington, D. C. 20006 

At ten t ion : / ^ ^ W / A l ^ W 9 W Miss Mary Means 

REGISTERED MAIL 

Dear Sirs, 

Enclosed are National Register submissions f o r : 

Pilgrim H a l l , Plymouth, Massachusetts 

Railroad Station, North Easton, Massachusetts 

These have been declared e l i g i b l e for submission by the Kaft«achusetts 
H i s t o r i c a l Commission, the State Review Board, and have been signed by 
Secretary of the Commonwealth, John F. X. Davoren, Chairman, Massachusetts 
H i s t o r i c a l Commission and designated the State Liaison O f f i c e r . 

Sincerely yours. 

Richard W. Hale, Jr. 
Acting Chairman 

RWH:aw Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 

... 

~~ 
~¥'~!/~ 
f/tate,YPtHUe-, ~~ tJ21.1.1 

fi,,(wfr.X.@z_, 
fl'~tp d,,<{f~ December 14, 1971 

The Office of Archeology and Historic 
?reservation 

National Park Service 
801 19th Street, N.W. 
Washington, o. c. 20006 

Atte ntion: ~/~~~ Miss Mary Means 

RF..GISTERED MAIL 

Dea r Si rs , 

Enclosed are National Register submissions for: 

Pilgrim Hall , Plymouth, Massachusetts 

Railroad Station, North Easton , Massachusetts 

These have been declared eligible for submission by the xae.aachusetts 
Historical Commission, the State Review Board, and have bee n signed by 
Secretary of the Commonwealth, John F . x. Davoren, Chairman, Massachusetts 
Historical Commission and designated the State Liaison -Officer . 

RWH:aw 

Sincerely yours , 

QJ,w<J J.J, JU }v 
Richard w. Hale, Jr . 
Acting Chairman 
Massachusetts His torical Commission 



ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

STATE iû sa£C£t2asm. 
APR 1 1 1972 Date Entered 

Name 

\ 
in \ 

f 

itoeky s i l l 

•itlwwil Station 

Wxmidh Oabl* Statim 

ZsMC Dviris Tnil 

Location 

North Eastoa 
Bristol Oe^t? 

VlyMMth CoQBty 

Ess«ac GDtmty 

OrX« 
Barnstable Ootnty 

hBttm, Oonoord 
Oovmty 

Also Notified 

H(». EdMurd M. K«uisdy 
mm* BANtrd H. Brcsoke 
• M * Haggaxvt M. Backiar 
OM. B a t i w f Xaith 
mm. Micto^l J . r̂ arrlSî toQ 
Hem. Robert P. Drioan 

Director, Northeast Region 

State Liaiaon Officer 
Bon. John F . X. HsLfoxea 
Bmrmtsjv of tlM Gcwaawualtb 
CSMlSBum, Massachusetts Historical 

OosHtiasioa 
Office of the Socaretasy 

0213J 

ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

STATE W,E,SgeyTISffl'TI 

APR 11 1972 
Date Entered 

Name 

) llorth ..... ~ liit:adon 

Pil,ria Ball 

Preach C'ul• Staticm 

Iaec .,..,.. !"rail 

Also Notified 

Hon. Edward M. Kennedy 
Boll. il11er w. 8?.'0o.ite 
Boa. ~•t H. Beckler 
Boa. I!~• J'.eitb 
lk>a. !-U.cba~l J . · .et'riil9t:011 
Bon. 8:)but. P. Driun 

Director, Northeaet Region 

Location 

llorth Baft.Ol:l 
Brhtol ~tl' 

Plyaowth 
Plyao11th Coallt.y 

Jlllllbmy 
EaNK ODuaty 

Aatm. con.rd 
lli&tdl .... County 

state I,i o:i SOll Off icar 
uon. John r. :t. Dawren 
Secnta.r7 Qt tbe C::r.D0mtoaltb 
Chah:Nn, ~c."-iusetu Bief'...cricu 

0Dla1.:sa~ 
Off.toe of tha SC-c:etuy 
State :&ouee 
Bostoll. Mae■achllNtU 021~3 

.I./ 



6^ S^ec^'ela^f^ 

Boston, ^/aii. 02^08 
40 6eacon S t . 

October j i , 1972 

Keeper of the National Register 
Office of Archeology & Historic Preservation 
Room 3209 
llo o L Street, N.W. 
Washington, D. C. 20005 

Attention: Ms. Betsy Archambeault .' , 

Dear Betsy, " -

Herewith submitted i s the National Register form for the North 
Easton Historic D i s t r i c t (Mass., B r i s t o l County). 

We urge that immediate attention be given t h i s d i s t r i c t . Sorry to 
do t h i s to you. The area o f f i c e of HUD informs us that a preservation 
grant for the H. H. Richardson, Ames Memorial Hall i s being held pending 
acceptance of the D i s t r i c t by the Office of Archeology. 

A "streetscape" photo, which t e l l s l i t t l e about the d i s t r i c t , 
i s being printed, and w i l l be sent as soon as possible. 

I t was good to see you i n Providence. Expect that i n many ways 
you and Sally hate to be back at your desks. The work load must be 
t e r r i f i c ! 

Sincerely, 

/aw 

Anne R. Wardwell 
Survey Director 
Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 

µ,.,r.9t: ~ -,., 
f/~7,t ~ Cff~ 

_,,,__~✓-.~er+ 
40 ~agon St . 

f?,goJ /011 . ~jJ, (Jf/(JJ> 

Keeper of the National Register 
Office of Archeology & Historic Preservation 
Room 3209 
lloo L Street, N.W. 
Washington, D. C. 20005 

Attention: Ms. Betsy Archambeault 

Dear Betsy, 

/0 
October j , 1972 

Herewith submitted is the National Register form for the North 
Easton Historic District (Mass ., Bristol County) . 

We urge that immediate attention be given this district. Sorry to 
do this to you . The area office of HUD informs us that a preservation 
grant for the H. H. Richardson, Ames Memorial Hall is being held pending 
acceptance of the District by the Office of Archeology . 

A "streetscape" photo, which tells little about the district, 
is being printed, and will be sent as soon as possible . 

It was good to see you in Providence . Expect that in many ways 
you and Sally hate to be back at your desks . The work l oad must be 
terrific ! 

/aw 

Sincerely, 

Anne R. Wardwell 
Survey Director 
Massachusetts Historical Commission 

\ 



At, 

NORTH EASTON RAILROAD STATION (25-
74-00082-00). Easton, Bristol Co. Private 
ownership (Easton Historical Society). The best 
example of small stations designed by H. H. 
Richardson, 1881, in his distinctive Richardson 
Romanesque style. Restoration, including 
sanding and painting of exterior. $2,500.00. 

(\..S 

NORTH EASTON RAILROAD STATION (25-
74-00082-00). Easton, Bristol Co. Private 
ownership (Easton Historical Society). The best 
example of small stations designed by H. H. 
Richardson, 1881, in his distinctive Richardson 
Romanesque style. Restoration, including 
sanding and painting of exterior. $2,500.00. 


