
FORM B - BUILDING 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
294 Washington Street, Boston, MA 02108 

location in relation to nearest 
cross streets and other buildings 
or geographical features. 
Indicate north. 

to: 

Area Form no. 

c 

Reading 

276 Summer Avenu*— 

Name B^a/^eff" f^ffUSg. 

ginal dwelling 

ssent dwelling 

p: S] Private individual 
Private organization 

Public 

i g i n a l owner Herbert and Eva Brackett 

ION; 

Date 1920 

Source S t r e e t L i s t 

Style Bungalow 

Archi tec t 

Exter ior wal l f ab r i c Wide clapboards 

Outbui 1 dings Gairage 

Major a l te ra t ions (with dates)_ 

nong. 

Moved ^ 0 Date 

Approx. acreage 9,^64 s .f . 

Recorded byArch i tec tu ra l Preservation Assoc. Set t ing Now on a comer l o t , since Nichols 

Organization Reading H i s t o r i c a l Commission Road was l a i d out sifter the house was b u i l t . 

Date —^!5gD 
Date O/PJZ. 

Heavy evergreen plantings lend seclusion. 

[Staple addi t iona l sheets here) 



BIBLIOGR-APm" and/or REFERENCES 

1927-35 Street l a s t ; Herbert and Eva Brackett, he a merchant and she a housewife 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE (describe important a rch i t ec tu ra l features and 
evaluate i n terms of other bui ldings w i t h i n commvinity^ |. 

This bungalow, with i t s lajidscaping, comes nearest i n Reading to the ideals of j 
the Bungalow s ty le that swept the country i n the early years of the 20th century. f 
One and one-half s tories i n height, i t s i t s close to the ground, appearing behind \ 
i t s screen of evergreens as a cool re t rea t . A three-sided porch supported by large I 
stuccoed columns svimmarizes i t s in ten t : one side i s screened f o r healthy outdoor 
l i v i n g ; another i s roofed over f o r a welcoming entrance; and the t h i r d i s unroofed 
to create a pergola e f f e c t on the south, admitting sunshine i n to the i n t e r i o r . 
Exposed r a f t e r ends suggest the construction: man-crafted, rather thaJi machine-made, ; 
i s t he i r message. 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (explain the ro le owners played in local or state h i s to ry 
and how the b u i l d i n g relates to the development of the community) ' 

This biangalow represents the type of i n f i l l being b u i l t on the old homesteads 
as they were opened up f o r development, and as the need f o r housing burgeoned i n the 
early years of the 20th century. B u i l t on Prescott land, t h i s house was designed 
f o r the Bracketts, as an early and self-conscious example of the la test i n archi­
t ec tu ra l thoiight. 

20M-2/80 



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL CCM^SSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 

Ccnnunity: 
Reacin.^r 

Form No: 
C-233 

Property Name: 212 Sun:~er .'-.vsnu.-

Indicate each item on inventory fom vrfiidi is being continued below. 

CniTE'^IA FOP. "VALUATIOII 

This proper ty i s s i g n i f i c a n t (1) as an exanple o f the ws:j i n which 
l a t e r t u i l c i n n f i l l e d i n the e a r l y r ea l estate Gubdivisions; and (2) 
as an exce l l en t exanple o f the bun^aloid s t y l e . I t r e t a ins i n t e - r i t y 
of l o c a t i o n , des i -n , set t in , ; : , n a t e r i a l s , vrarknanship, and f e e l i n . - , and 
neets C r i t e r i a A, B, and C of the n a t i o n a l Re - i s t e r . 

Staple to Inventory form at bottoa 



NPS Form 10-900-a 
CM2) 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic P laces 
Inventory—Nomination Form 

Continuation sheet Item number 

OMB No. 1024-0018 
Exp. 10-31-84 

Page ^"7-/ 

Multiple Resource Area 
Thematic Group 

Name Reading Mul t i p l e Resource Area 
State Middlesex County, MASSACHUSETTS 

Nomination/Type of Review 

21. Beard, Benjamin, House Entered In ^ 9 
National Register 

22. Boston and Maine Railroad Depot 

Entered I n tEa 
Katlon-51.1 Register. 

Date/Signature  

^^IrTeeper Al7^iA''\A--t.,^'^^-^^,A..^ 

Attest 

yfeeper pSoL^.^y^'y^ A / 

Attest 

23. Bowser Gazebo 

24. Brackett House 

25. Brande House 

tncurod i n the 
National Register, 

tfl^teeper ^-:?fu^^U>uc...-ydy^ r A f / ^ ^ 

Attest 

h u m e r i Tn ^̂ ^̂  (deeper r ^ ^ j C ^ U o > v : ^ K . c ^ / /^ t /^>^ 

Enteitd ^..^ 
national fiegtster 

Attest 

26. Brooks, Francis, House Entered i n the 
BatloiULl fieglster 

Keeper X l ^ - ^ - ^ ^ - t ^ y ^ ^ 7 / . » / 7 / 

Attest 

/deeper . - / L l ^ ^ . j d < j < ^ ^ A t A i v 

Attest 

27. Carroll-Hartshorn House 

28. Carter Mansion 

29. Coggin, Gilman, House 

National Register 

Entered i n the 
National Registay 

Entered i n the 
National RegiptT 

/iteeper cA&^-^t^.^.j'^-^^.*^ y A f f / f v 

Attest 

/deeper , A j ^ . . ^ ^ ^ ^^^'•'Af. 

Attest 

'Keeper ^ ^ A ^ ^ . ^ ^ j ^ ^ ^ 

30. Cook, Asa M. , House Tu,a.v,_-T. 

Attest 

/iKeeper 

Attest 



WASO Form - 177 
("R" June 1984) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
N A T I O N A L PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET 

Brackett House (Reading MRA) 
Middlesex County 
MASSACHUSETTS 

Q resubmission 
• nomination by person or local government 
CH owner objection 
• appeal 

Substantive Review: • sample • request • appeal 

JUN . ^ . 
Fed. Reg. Date: , ^ l A r > ^ ; ^ 

W o r k i n g N o . 

Date Due : 

Action: 
RETURN. 

_ R EJECT _ 

r7~/r-i]/ 

Federal Agency: 

• NR decision 

Reviewer's comments: 

Recom./Criteria. 
Reviewer 
Discipline 
Date 

. see continuation sheet 

Nomination returned for: .technical corrections cited below 
.substantive reasons discussed below 

1. Name 

2. Location 

3. Classification 

Category Ownership 
Public Acquisition 

Status 
Accessible 

Present Use 

4. Owner of Property 

5. Location of Legal Description 

6. Representation In Existing Surveys 

Has this property been determined eligible? • yes no 

7. Description 

Condition 

excellent 

[ m good 

• fair 

I I deteriorated 

I I ruins 

unexposed 

Check one 

unaltered 

altered 

Check one 

• original site 

moved date. 

Describe ttie present and original (if known) physical appearance 

• summary paragraph 
CZl completeness 
• clarity 
• alterations/integrity .. , 
I I dates 
I I boundary selection 



8. Significance 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

n summary paragraph 
O completeness 
O clarity 
Q applicable criteria 
• justification of areas checked 
• relating significance to the resource 
• context 
• relationship of integrity to significance 
mi justification of exception 
• other 

9. Major Bibliographical References 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of nominated property 
Quadrangle name 
UTM References 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

11. Form Prepared By 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state local 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title date 

13. Other 

• Maps 
CH Photographs 
• Other 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to . 

Signed Date Phone:. 

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet 









Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000290 


