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7« Description Lunenburg Historic District, Lunenburg, Massachusetts

Condition Check one Check one
A excellent deteriorated unaltered A original site
good . ruins X altered moved date
fair unexposed (~n~ N

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

Located at the heart of the town of Lunenburg, the Lunenburg Historic District
is illustrative of the late 18th to niid-19th century evolution of a small New
England village of predominately agrarian means. Located approximately 43
miles northwest of Boston and 24 miles northeast of Worcester, Lunenburg
retains its agricultural complexion with little commercial or industrial
development. The core of the Lunenburg Historic District is located on high
land, originally known as one of the Turkey Hills, and consists of n?
structures on over 100 acres of land. The district is centered at the
intersection of the main east-west route (Massachusetts Avenue) and
north-south routes (Main Street, Lancaster Avenue, and Leominster Road), which
follow the course of native trails and colonial routes. The key civic
structures located at the center are surrounded by undulating terrain, the
improvements of which also retain the late eighteenth and early nineteenth
century agricultural image. The historic district is relatively intact with
20 intrusions; nevertheless, most are highly compatible with the district's
contributing architecture.

The Lunenburg Historic District, similar to many traditional New England
villages, is characterized by white clapboard residential buildings lining the
streets that radiate from the village green. Key civic buildings, including a
church, town hall, and store, are located at the center and face the Upper
Cormon. Although some buildings have been moved and/or altered, the majority
retain their original function and integrity of setting, design, and materials.

The district is the center of a small rural town retaining the architectural
and landscape features characteristic of a residential community built around
the focal public buildings. The village common is cut into two parcels with
the Upper Common being at the axis of the main roads and at the highest point
of land surrounded by traditional public buildings of church, town hall, and
store. As the land slopes off to the northwest, there is a large area of low
swamplands and Marshall Pond next to the town pound. The Lower Coimion is
located to the south of the center of the district at the apex of Lancaster
and Leominster Roads, both of which slope away from the high land of the
center. The only east-west axis of the district is Massachusetts Avenue,
which was the first colonial route from Groton to Fitchburg and became a
county road by 1830. Other open space within the district is the large parcel
of town-owned land on Memorial Drive and Main Street, which became green space
when the Eagle House (Map #19) was moved due east in 1937. Massachusetts
Avenue and Main Street are densely developed while the land parcels of
structures on Highland, Lancaster, and Leominster are relatively large with
little subdivision and 20th century infill.
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Although the district exhibits a variety of architectural styles, there is a
cohesive visual quality achieved through similar building scale, massing, and
materials. Most of the residential buildings lining the streets that radiate
from the center are of two or three stories and of wood construction.
Predominant building styles include vernacular forms of the traditional
five-bay, 2 1/2-story Federal residence with unadorned sash and varying
degrees of elaboration of door surrounds, as well as the popular Greek Revival
form, which is highly articulated in the public buildings and two important
residential buildings with temple-front gable ends, monumental fluted columns,
and massive six-over-six sashed windows. Other residential buildings retain
vernacular forms of the Greek Revival and the Italianate farmhouse with side
hall entrances, six-over-six sash, gable ends, and some decorative features
such as wide returns, bracketed cornices, and door hoods. There are several
fine examples of Colonial Revival residential buildings near the Lower Common
with substantial massing, some use of the Palladian-style window and full
length porches with turned columns. The continuity and unity of style is
maintained in the district through the use of the Classical architectural
elements found in these styles. Some 20th century construction has
perpetuated the unified appearance. Most buildings are sheathed in
clapboards; however, there are a few shingled dwellings and several brick
buildings within the district. Although most of the buildings retain their
clapboard siding, there are some buildings which have been recently sheathed
in synthetic siding.

The rural and residential quality as well as the architectural unity of the
district is reflected in the surrounding portions of the town although with
less density; the exception is the southwest corner of Lunenburg where early
20th century development was a result of the streetcar and railroad in that
area. Presently, there begins to be some threat of subdivision and commercial
development along the already well-established routes.

The condition of buildings within the district reflects a general state of
preservation and evident yearly maintainence. The only building that appears
to be vacant is the Eagle House (Map #19) on Memorial Drive. The building was
moved in 1937, is owned by the town, and is in a precarious state due to its
general condition of disrepair.

Most important to the district due to location, architecture, and historical
association are the prominently displayed civic and religious buildings at the
core of the district. The First Evangelical Conyegation Society Meetinghouse
(present day United Parish Church) (Map #20), built in 1844, displays a Greek
Revival temple-front gable end with a recessed central entrance characterized
by a massive multi-light window flanked by entrance doors and two fluted
monumental columns partially supporting the gable pediment. The meetinghouse
is surmounted by a three-stage steeple with conical-shaped spire.
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On the opposite side of the Upper Comnon stands the Town Hall (Map #1), built
in 1830 as the Unitarian Church and moved, raised and remodelled in 1867 after
being sold to the town. As a church meetinghouse, it was located on the Upper
Common and faced east. It was nearly a mirror image of the Congregational
Church with the temple-front gable end, recessed entrance, and monumental
columns. However, when moved to its present location, 200 feet north of the
original spot, the building was raised to create a 2 1/2-story structure. The
former meetinghouse can be discerned in the upper portion articulated by
square pilasters; the central bay with three sashed windows was a triple-door
recessed entrance when at ground level. The original bell tower was altered
in 1894 when the town clock was installed. The three-stage clock tower has a
square base topped by a recessed square stage elaborated with colonettes and
the clocks, all of which is topped by a pedimented hood or gable and miniature
spire with weathervane.

Just south of the Town Hall is the Putham Store (Map #72), which has been
altered from its ca. 1868 Italianate construction. Once displaying a
full-length porch with Italianate embellishments and a turn-of-the-century
second story balcony, the building only retains its location and setting, its
general massing, and roof design with a gable peak built into part of the
south side. The synthetic siding, brick projecting storefront, and
multi-light windows are all modern alterations.

Located on the south side of the Upper Common is the Ritter Memorial Library
(Map #58), which is of a later date than most contributing buildings in the
district, but which retains an important location as a civic building at the
core of the district. Built in 1910, the 1 1/2-story brick building retains
the Classical style, massing, and details of the late eighteenth and early
nineteenth century buildings. The Georgian Revival building displays a hipped
roof, slightly projecting central pavilion with temple-front pediment, ocular
window and garland swag, dentil blocks at the raking cornice, and round
columns with volutes at what was the central entrance and is now an
inaccessible balcony with recessed double doors topped by round-headed arch.
This former entrance was altered in 1967 when the library was expanded
creating a new entrance on the east elevation. At the same time, the yellow
brick was painted white.

The Methodist Meeting House (Map #17) at 50 Main Street was built in 1830 and
is a vernacular form of the then popular Greek Revival meetinghouse. Built on
a large stone block foundation, the temple-front gable-end building retains
its two-stage bell tower with Gothic pointed arch openings. The meetinghouse
was altered in 1867 when the projecting, one-story narthex was added with
round-headed Romanesque doors and when the large multi-light windows were
changed to stained glass in 1905.

continued
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Most of the extant residential structures in the district were constructed
between 1790 and 1860; however, there are a few exceptions. Several of the
residential buildings do not visually reflect their construction date due to
later alterations and updating. The ca. 1724 Cushing House (Map #37), 73
Lancaster Avenue, is a five-bay, 2 1/2-story residence with a gambrel roof,
six-over-six sash, and a Federal doorway with fanlight, pilasters,
entablature, and projecting cornice. It is thought that the 1724 house is
part of the rear ell.

Ore of the three extant 1 1/2-story dwellings in the Cape Cod tradition found
in the historic district is the ca. 1756 Richardson House (Map #30) at 19
Lancaster Avenue. The wide cape with large wood-shingled roof mass and twin
interior chimneys located before the ridge pole is unembell ished with
architectural detail and has six-over-nine sash and a simple six-panelled
entrance door with four-light transom. The other two Cape Cod-style dwellings
are #72 Highland Street (Map #9) and #81 Highland Street (Map #8). Built ca.
1800, they display similar simplicity.

A number of fine Georgian and Federal-style dwellings were built on Lancaster
Avenue and Main Street in the last quarter of the 18th and first quarter of
the 19th century. All are constructed on a large stone foundation and display
a five-bay facade with central entrance and pitched roof. They vary in the
architectural ornamentation and the construction of side and rear ells. On
Lancaster Avenue, there is Elmdale (Map #39), 125 Lancaster Avenue, built ca.
1769, which has Federal-style details with applied window surround mouldings
and fanlight atop the pilaster-flanked entrance door.

The Benjamin Whiting House (Map #33), ca. 1790, at 43 Lancaster Avenue retains
its handsomely worked Georgian/Federal door surround with paired unadorned
pilasters supporting a wide entablature and decorative cornice and the
semi-elliptical fanlight.

Also located on Lancaster Avenue is the A. K Francis House (Map #28),
constructed in 1798 as a residence with attached business. The location at
the intersection of two main routes (Massachusetts and Lancaster Avenues) and
facing the Upper Common is important for this fine Federal-style building with
temple-front gable ends. Federal-style door surround, and extended rear ells.
The building, which is now used solely for commercial purposes, was altered in
1973 with the unfortunate application of synthetic siding and the addition of
projecting multi-light bay windows.

On Leominster Road there is the Lawton-Bowles House (Map #51), built in 1776.
The dwelling is atop a small knoll, facing south. “The building is similar to
other Georgian and Federal houses and has six-over-six sash, an unadorned door
surround with half-side lights, and a side ell that was formerly a shed
leading to a barn (no longer extant). '
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On Main Street, the John Howard House (Map #16), 1790, and the Woolridge House
(Map #15), 1838, display the five-bay, 2 1/2-story, stone block foundation
form. Both have a well-defined, trabeated entrance, with fluted pilasters on
the John Howard House and Egyptian-style pilasters on the Woolridge House.

The latter also has a hipped roof.

Also built in the Federal period is the only double house to be found in the
district. The Gilchrest House (Map #13) at 13-15 Oak Avenue, ca. 1800, has
two entrances, one to the five-bay section, the other to the three-bay section
of the double house. The Greek Revival-style door surrounds are adorned with
full sidelights, wide entablatures, and projecting cornices. Both sides of
the house appear to have been built at the same time due to continuity of
sheathing, foundation, and other architectural details.

A substantial number of gable-end dwellings were built in the mid-nineteenth
century. Most were located on Leominster Road and Massachusetts Avenue, west
of the center. The Greek Revival style was the most common form of
architecture for these buildings, which rest on granite block foundations.
Many display a high degree of integrity through design and craftmanship. The
form is impressively executed in the high-style Cunningham House (1845) (Map
#55) at 42 Leominster Road. The temple gable front is adorned with a
pediment supported by monumental fluted columns. The entrance is on the
five-bay south side and is articulated by the central projecting entrance
porch supported by fluted columns and pilasters with decorative panels. The
grandeur of the form is enhanced by the four full-length windows on the
gable-end side within the porch created by the fluted columns and third-story
pediment.

Another large Greek Revival dwelling on Leominster Road is the ca. 1840
Abercrombie House (Map #57), which displays a temple gable front with five
bays of six-over-six sash in the gable end. The central entrance has half
sidelights and a late 19th century Italianate porch with second story
balustrade. Also on Leominster Road are two houses built in 1838 which are
nearly identical in style, plan, and detail. The Goodale House (Map #52), 92
Leominster, and the Leander Bowles House (Map #49), 130 Leominster, are temple
gable front Greek Revival dwellings with two-story side ells. Both have
side-hall, trabeated entrances, three bays of six-over-six sash in the gable
end, and granite block foundation.

Also is the Greek Revival style is the Marshall Cottage (Map #12) at 3 Oak
Street. Built in 1852, the vernacular side-hall entrance dwelling has a gable
end of three bays of six-over-six sash and an adjoining barn of the same
period with a connecting rear ell. There is an Colonial Revival-like side
porch with turned posts. On the same scale but with a slightly different plan

continued
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is the Hastings House (Map #65), ca. 1850, at 910-912 Massachusetts Avenue.
The vernacular- cottage of Greek Revival plan and massing and some Gothic
Revival details displays more attention to craftmanship than most of the other
vernacular, rural dwellings.

Ore of the only brick buildings in the district is Schoolhouse #1 (Map #31),
23 Lancaster Avenue, built in 1835 and later converted to a residence. Old
photographs indicate that it resembled the traditional brick gable-end
schoolhouse common to other communities, with central recessed entrance and
large-scale windows containing six-over-six sash. The building has been
altered with the addition of a projecting shingled bay and attached porch
forming a side-hall entrance. Nevertheless, it retains integrity of location,
setting, and materials.

The Franklin S. Francis House (Map #61), 944 Massachusetts Avenue, was built
in 1850 and exemplifies the transition between the Greek Revival and
Italianate styles. The large gable-end building has a side porch with
monumental tapered and square columns incorporated into the roof eave and
gable end. The raking cornice and eaves have ornamental scalloped brackets.
The entrance is within the porch on the east elevation.

Another large transitional building is the ca. 1870 Brooks House (Map #24) at
1033 Massachusetts Avenue, which now serves as the residence and office of the
Superintendent of Schools. The four-bay, temple-front, gable-end building is
reminiscent of the Greek Revival style while the projecting wrap porch with
spindle screening and brackets with drop pendants recalls the Italianate style
of architecture.

Ore of the most distinctive buildings in the district is the Locke Place (Map
#14) at 94 Main Street. Built in 1849 in the Italianate style, the two-story
hipped-roof dwelling has an attached three-story tower also displaying a
hipped roof with raking eaves, exposed rafter ends, and corner brackets. The
window placement and style are varied and include traditional six-over-six
sash, roundheaded, and Palladian-style windows. There is a projecting
entrance portico at the intersection of the house and tower and a projecting
one-story bay on the south elevation.

Throughout the last quarter of the 19th century and the early 20th century,
there were several large gable-end houses built within the district and
embellished with architectural details characterized as Queen Anne and
Colonial Revival. At 42 Highland Street (Map #11), the gable-end dwelling is
elaborated with scalloped shingles in the gable peak topped with a sunburst
design, while the projecting porch with a second-story balustrade is
reminiscent of the Colonial Revival style.

continued
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At the turn of the century there was some construction of substantial Colonial
Revival dwellings as land was divided. Facing the Lower Common, there are two
fine examples, 10 Whiting Street (Map #42) and the house on the corner of
Whiting and Leominster Road (Map #43). They are in keeping with the scale and
design of other prominent structures near the Common. The polygonal
gazebo-like Bandstand, (Map #54) was built in 1905 and moved to the Lower
Common in - 19UTI

The architecturally cohesive yet varied Lunenburg Historic District of over 90
structures has only a few intrusions, such as the gas station (Map #S) on
Massachusetts Avenue. Most other buildings of new construction are simply
noncontributing to the architectural significance of the district; however,
most are executed with a sense of understanding of scale, style, and use of
materials. There are several brick buildings including the Village Mall (Map
#T) at the Upper Conmon and, north of the Tomn Hall, the one-story bank (Map
#A) and the modern United Parish building (Map #B). The residential infill
includes small unobtrusive houses in the garrison colonial, the cape, or the
ranch style.

Archaeol ogy

While no prehistoric archaeological sites have been recorded in or near the
district, it is possible that sites are present. Located on well-drained
soils overlooking upland bogs and tributaries of the Nashua River (Mulpus and
Catacunemaug Brooks), the area would have been attractive to native people
both for subsistence activities and seasonal occupation. Since no sites are
currently known within the town, any survivals would be significant in
documenting patterns of prehistory in Lunenburg.

There is significant historic archaeological potential within the district.
Many of the buildings from the period of the town's establishment (1728)
through the end of the 18th century are no longer extant and can only be
documented through archaeological investigation. Anong these are the first
meetinghouse (1728), second meetinghouse (1749), and first school (1741), as
well as several residences and associated barns and outbuildings.
Archaeological examination can also assist in documenting the construction
dates and sequence for surviving period buildings, such as the Cushing House
(ca. 1724), as well as reconstructing the configuration of both individual
farmsteads and the town center as a whole. Occupation-related features
(trashpits, privies, and wells) are also likely to survive around both
standing structures and the foundations of moved or demolished buildings.
Analysis of the archaeological evidence would significantly contribute in
documenting the social, cultural, and economic patterns that characterized the
evolution of this dispersed upland town center between ca. 1725 and 1850.



8 Significance Lunanburg Historic District, Lunenburg, Massachusetts

Period Areas of Significance—Check andjustify below o
prehistoric archeology-prehistoric A community planning ,. landscape architecture religion
1400-1499 archeology-historic conservation _ law science

. 1500-1599 agriculture economics literature sculpture
1600-1699 architecture education _ military social/
1700-1799 art engineering _ music humanitarian

_X_1800-1899 commerce exploration settlement philosophy theater

X 1900- 1950 communications industry __ politics/government transportation
. invention X- other (specify)
(comnunity development!
Specific dates 1724-1930 Builder Architect varioUS

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

The buildings of the 102-acre Lunenburg Historic District are representative
of the development of a rural agricultural residential community around a
civic, meetinghouse core. The district's period of significance extends from
ca. 1724, the date of the first settlement, to the early years of the
Depression, when Lunenburg began to experience suburbanization. The major
period of growth extended from 1800 to the eve of the Civil War. Its pattern
of development is typical of peripheral rural areas in northcentral
Massachusetts, with dispersed agrarian settlement followed by a clustering of
residential, commercial, and small-scale industrial buildings around a
meetinghouse center. Never served by major transport routes, lacking water
power, and failing to grow past the early industrial period, the district
continued to reflect its rural past well into the modern era. Radiating
street patterns and building relationships remained much as they were in the
mid 19th century. While the early stores are for the most part gone (some
destroyed, others put to new uses), the civic and residential buildings
survive as areminder of 19th century peripheral development. The district is
also significant for its architectural cohesiveness, possessing integrity of
design through similar scale, massing, and setting. Included in the district
bounds are vernacular forms of most common architectural styles of the late
18th and 19th centuries. There are 117 buildings included within the
district, of which 77 contribute to its significance. Retaining integrity of
location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, and association,
the Lunenburg Historic District thus fulfils Criteria Aand C of the National
Register of Historic Places on the local level.

Lunenburg was settled in 1718 by Samuel Page and incorporated as a town in
1728. A meetinghouse was built in 1828 and the first school was constructed
in 1841. The town's population stood at only twenty-eight at the time of
incorporation, and the town did not begin to develop until the second half of
the 18th century. By 1776 there were just over 100 inhabitants and by 1830
there were more than 1,300. Thereafter, save for a decline of nearly 200
residents following the Civil War, the town's population increased slowly but
steadily to well over 1,500 in 1915, when it became essentially a suburb of

Fitchburg. Foreign-born immigrants in Lunenburg have been few, with most
coming from Ireland, England, and Canada.

Soon after settlement, Lunenburg's first industries were established along the
Mulpus Brook in the form of saw and grist mills. Many of the mills continued
to operate or were replaced with similar establishments well into the 19th

century. According to historian Edwin Estabrook (History of Worcester County,

iSdustrierMIrKiA7AY AN O EANIAN ANNAN Several cottage
«s-notably bookbinding and printing-also developed. It was at this
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time that Lunenburg became a center for Bible printing and binding. Bible
printing had been illegal in the colonies until after the Declaration of
Independence. The printing of books as a domestic industry was to disappear
by the mid 1800s due to development of large publishing houses in Boston,
first, followed by other major cities. Lunenburg had a number of cooperage
shops as well. During the first half of the 19th century, small craft
industries were housed in the extension of many residences at the Center.

Several buildings associated with early home industries survive in the
district. At least three houses in the district are associated with the
Cushing family, a prominent Lunenburg family, and with the bookbinding and
printing business conducted by Edmund Cushing (1773-1851), son of Col. Charles
Cushing who settled in a house at 73 Lancaster Avenue (Map #37), built by
Thomas Prentice ca. 1724. The building, which was remodelled by Edmund
Cushing in the early 19th century, is significant not only for its
architectural integrity, but also for its association with the Cushings and
for its role in the cottage industry of printing of Bibles. Edmund Cushing
also built the A. K Francis House (Map #28, 1798), 3 Lancaster Avenue, and
the William Harrington House (Map #35, 1810), 53 Lancaster Avenue, both of
which had extensive rear ells in which Cushing conducted printing and
bookbinding businesses. Cushing's cottage industry continued until 1833 when
he sold the business to pursue his civic duties which included serving as a
State Representative and State Senator. The business, which had been
purchased by Boston printer, Charles Gaylord, closed in 1847, the approximate
time that most cottage bookbinding industries were taken over by the large
publishing houses in Boston. The 1798 A. K. Francis House has always been the
site of a commercial enterprise. After bookbinding ceased on the property,
the shop portion was used for the manufacturing of bandboxes and later shoes.
Another house on Lancaster Avenue which had a bookbinding shop attached at the
rear is Elmdale (Map #39, ca. 1769). The house was originally built for the
Reverend Zabdial Adams, double cousin to the second president John Adams who
visited here in at least two occasions. In 1805, William Greenough bought the
property and opened a printing and bookbinding business and produced Bibles.
Greenough used the newly developraed stereotype printing process to produce the
multi-language Bibles.

The mid 19th century marked the consolidation of Lunenburg's civic center.
Until 1830 the town had one meetinghouse; the 1728 house was replaced by a
second structure in 1749 (neither survive). Due to conflicts in the religious
community, the Methodist Society, which had been formed in 1803, and had used
a meetinghouse on Northfield Road through the 1820s (no longer extant), built
its second building (Map #17) in 1830 using a vernacular interpretation of the
Greek Revival form. The Unitarians erected their church building in 1830,
while the Congregational ists, who separated from the Unitarians in 1833, did
not construct their omn church building (Map #20), today one of the focal

oonti nusri
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points of the nominated district, until 1844. Thus, by 1850 there were three
meetinghouses at the center surrounded by the residential buildings of the
late 18th and early 19th century.

The present Tom Hall (Map #1) is the building originally constructed in 1830
to serve the Unitarian Church. Moved to its present site in 1867, its
importance to the development of the religious and civic environment is not
compromised. Originally, the Greek Revival-style church was situated on the
Upper Coimon; within fourteen years, the Congregational Church was built
nearby and the two were near mirror images until 1867, when the earlier
building was taken over by the town, moved north by 200 feet, and raised to
accommodate town offices. The move retained a suggestion of the building's
relationship to the Congregational Church; at the same time, the move was
responsible for creating the Upper Common and brought a greater sense of
coherence and definition to the town's civic center.

As elsewhere, Lunenburg's school districts were organized early in the Federal
period, and between 1778 and 1785, five wood-frame schoolhouses were built,
scattered throughout Lunenburg. Two survive within the district, but both
have been moved and incorporated into later residential buildings. Anew
center schoolhouse was built of brick in 1835. Known as Schoolhouse #1 (Map
#31), it was built on the Lower Commmn on the site of the town's first
district schoolhouse of 1778. This wood structure was moved to 53 Whiting St.
(Map #34) and was incorporated into the dwelling there. Another temporary
wood school structure, used for only a short time, was subsequently moved to
Main Street and is today part of the Jones House (Map #18).

Several stores were situated at the center of Lunenburg, most as extensions to
residential buildings, such as the former structure at 91 Main Street, known
as the Edwin Marshall House (Map #4) and today the location of a late 19th
century replica of the former mid 18th century dwelling (but rebuilt without
the store and cooperage of the original structure and with an additional
chimney). The Putnam Store was built in 1868 at the core of the center,
across from the Congregational Church and adjacent to the newly moved Toawn
Hall (Map #72).

The Fitchburg Railroad was built through the southern section of Lunenburg as
early as 1845, but, failed to promote any growth in the village center, 2 1/2
miles to the north. |Instead, its impact on the district was essentially a
negative one, guaranteeing the decline of the center's home industries, which
were unable to compete with more active and accessible markets such as
Fitchburg or Leominster. Lunenburg Center's lack of connection by major
railroad or other transportation to larger markets was the prime contributor
to the decline of local industry. Only the southwest corner of the town, some
distance away from the nominated district, witnessed significant development
due to the proximity of the streetcar and railroad lines.

continued
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Several of the residences within the district are of significance of their
associations with important Lunenburg citizens of the mid 19th century. One,
the Jones House (Map #18, ca. 1840), housed horticulturist Luther Burbank
(1849-1926), from 1872 to 1875, during which time he developed and cultivated
the white rose potato. The Burbank potato, which was the first large white
baking potato and has become the most widely produced potato in the world with
many wel 1-known related species developij*ed from this potato. (Today's
versions are sold using a number of names including Russets, Idaho Burbank,
White Rose. The potato was developmed from the seed ball of an Early Rose
potato, a common species in the 1870's, using a most uncommon method. Burbank
was never to see another "seed ball" of this variety again, as most potatoes
are propogated from tubers). The importance of Burbank's residency in
Lunenburg is attributed to the development of his first "new creation" while
farming his 17 acres in Lunenburg. (He was later to publish books on his
developments which he termed "New Creations"). The discovery of this potato
in Lunenburg was the beginning of Burbank's methodology of hybridization and
selection. Burbank sold the potato "creation"” to J.J.H. Gregory, Seedman of
Marblehead for one hundred and fifty dollars. Burbank retained several
potatoes which he took with him when he moved to California in 1875 and from
which he developed other new potatoes. Burbank's life in Massachusetts was
centered in Lancaster where he grew up and in Lunenburg where he owned and
developed his first garden adjacent to the Jones House. The Jones House has
incorporated into its structure the wood schoolhouse built on the Lower Common
in 1835 and is mentioned above. Part of the first meetinghouse is also said
to have been used to build the present structure.

Nathaniel Fellows Cunningham, Jr. (1798-1871), grandson of an early settler in
Lunenburg, was said to have introduced the tomato plant to New England. His
imposing Greek Revival-style house survives at 42 Leominster Road (Map #55,
1843). Cunningham was one of the founders of the Lunenburg Academy,
established in 1841, which was housed in a large Greek Revival-style building
located near the Lower Common until 1867, when it was moved to Fitchburg. (In
Fitchburg, the building became the home and office of Henry M. Francis, a
local architect and relation of the Lunenburg family of carpenter builders
mentioned below.) Cunningham's son, George Alfred Cunningham (1827-1875), was
responsible for compiling a town history and genealogical records after the
Civil War.

The Putnam family was a major landholding family who owned much of the land at
the center of the district. Major Daniel Putham acquired a store and
surrounding lands from Dr. John Taylor in 1804. At that time Major Putnam
also had a store, tavern, and cooperage in the family homestead at 91 Main
Street (Map #4). (The latter building was entirely rebuilt at the end of the
1800s, when the store and cooperage portion were removed and the chiimeys
relocated.) Daniel Putnam Jr. (1802-1898) served at various times as the

continued
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town's storekeeper, postmaster, state representative, and founder/in corpora tor
of Lunenburg Academy (1841). His store, built in 1868, (Map #72), is much
altered but remains the only historic freestanding commercial building to
survive in the center. It is situated on or near the location of the earlier
conmercial structure owned by Daniel Sr. in the early 19th century. Daniel
Putnam Jr. was responsible for donating the land on which both the Unitarian,
and subsequently, the Congregational, church were built. The Unitarian
Church, now Tomn Hall, was built in 1830, on the land that now comprises the
Upper Common. The Congregational Church, as mentioned above, was built some
fourteen years later on an adjoining lot. After leaving the family homestead
at 91 Main Street, Daniel and Mary Putnam lived at 24 Leominster Road (Map
#56), a house built originally in 1810 by Nathaniel Fellows Cunningham.
Another building associated with the Putnam family is the Hildreth House, 876
Massachusetts Avenue (Map #67), which was the grain barn for Daniel Sr.'s
first store and was moved to its present location when Daniel Jr. built his
Ital ianate-styl e store in 1868.

The Francis family, skilled carpenter builders, were responsible for several
important structures in the district. Franklin S. Francis, builder of his own
large Greek Revival/ltal ianate house at 944 Massachusetts Avenue (Map #61,
1850) also built the first town hall in 1839. The early town hall was sold
and moved in 1867 at the time of the Unitarian Church's conversion to a new
and more prestigious town hall. (The earlier building's fate is unknown.)
The son of Franklin S. Francis, Alpheus K. Francis (1844-1908), succeeded his
father as a well-known and active carpenter and builder in Lunenburg. It was
he who was responsible for moving the Lunenburg Academy building to Fitchburg
in 1867. Visually, the building has many aspects which are similar to the
Franklin S. Francis house and may have been the work of the Francis family.
By the early 1900s, Sidney Francis was carrying on the family tradition; he
was responsible for completing the building of the Georgian Revival-style
Ritter Memorial Library (Map #58) in 1909, following the death of his father,
Alpheus Francis.

Most of the late 19th century and early 20th century expansion at the center
was residential with the exception of the 1909 Ritter Memorial Library (Map
#58). The addition of a library would complete the center's assemblage of
civic buildings. The town's economy continued to be predominately
agricultural to the turn of the century, with the expansion of early
subsistence farms to larger commercial ones. By 1915, electric streetcar
service had arrived at Lunenburg Center, linking the district to Leominster
and then to Fitchburg. While agriculture remainei® central to the town's
economy by the First World War, it showed a slight decline as residents began
to find employment in the nearby communities' industries. In the early 1920s,
the development of the Mohawk Trail (now Route 2A) along Massachusetts Avenue
and through Lunenburg Center, guaranteed the community's development as a

conti nued
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Fitchburg suburb. The growth of secondary roadways extending from the center,
with suburban Colonial Revival-style dwellings, can be linked to this
development. Nevertheless, the rural village quality of Lunenburg's center
remained essentially unchanged, as most of the town's development concentrated
in the south, closer to Fitchburg and Leominster. Today, the district,
standing with in a rural, suburban community, remains an area of substantial
and prestigious houses surrounding a civic core.

its resication, setting, design, workmanship and materials. It retains the
feeling and visual aesthetics of a 19th century, rural, civic, and residential
center. The location and ambience of the district recall a time of prosperity
and self-sufficiency with the civic, commercial and religious structures all
within close proximity to the substantial and attractive houses representative
of several ears of design. The architectural integrity of the buildings which
as a whole create this traditional setting, is retained and enhances the
setting. The district's association with several prominent Lunenburg families
contributes to the quality of the district.

The evolution of the civic and commercial center around the town's common
followed the traditional pattern of New England villages. The preservation of
the center, with radiating streets lined with late eighteenth and nineteenth
century residential buildings, is significant and worthy of recognition. The
unified and cohesive streetscapes around the Upper and Lower Commons are a
result of similar scale, massing, and materials. This is representative of
the simple and functional lifestyles of the rural townsfolk for well over a
century. Also it is indicative of the attention paid to the location and
relationship of buildings as the village slowly evolved over 150 years.

Ore of the most prominent buildings on the Upper Common is the Congregational
Church (Map #20), which is significant for its association with the
development of the religious communities of Lunenburg and for its fine
architectural design. The Greek Revival building retains its integrity of
location, design, setting and workmanship. The 1830 Methodist Meetinghouse
(Map #17) at 50 Main Street is also reflective of the religious diversity
which occurred in the early 1800s in Lunenburg and the building is significant
for its vernacular architectural form.

Within the district, there are three buildings which were originally
schoolhouses and subsequently have been converted to residences. Facing the
Lower Common is the 1835 brick Schoolhouse #1 (Map #31, Photo # ) (23
Lancaster Avenue) which was built on the 1 ocation of the first District #1
Schoolhouse of 1778.

Another prominent Lunenburg family contributing to the development of the
Center were the Cunninghams. William Cunningham (b. 1743) purchased a
farntiouse and the extensive landholdings of one oi* Lunenburg's first doctors,
John Taylor, in 1789. It was at about this time that the 1757 three-bay house

conti nued
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(Map #45) was moved to its present location on the east side of Leominster
Road. Nathaniel Fellows Cunningham (1770- ) built a traditional five-bay
Federal building which was moved to 86 Lancaster Avenue (Map #40) when his
some While the majority of the buildings in the district are significant for
their architectural integrity, there are a few which are particularly
important for design or construction. Built in 1850 is the Franklin S.
Francis House (Map #61), 944 Massachusetts Avenue, which is thought to be the
first Lunenburg house of balloon frame construction. Menters of the Francis
family were builders and carpenters. Alpheus K Francis, who lived in the
Federal house on the corner of Lancaster and Massachusetts Avenue (Map #28)
was the designated builder for the 1909 Ritter Memorial Library (Map #58),
however, due to his death the library was completed by his son Sidney Francis
who also is 1912 built the house and market on Main Street (Map # ) opposite
the Methodist Church. The Locke Place, 1849, was built by Daniel Farwell
Snow, the twelfth child of Silas Snow. The unusual dwelling in the style of
an lItalian Villa is unique for its architectural interest and its integrity of
design, materials, and workmanship. Other members of the Snow family were
responsible for the major renovation of the Bellows House to the Stick Style
Eagle House (Map #19) in 1875. The building then served as a hotel at the end
of the nineteenth century.

1024-0018
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The boundary includes an architecturally and historically cohesive district
which is distinct from the randomly spaced outlying farms. The district
boundaries follow lots which line the main routes radiating from the
meetinghouse center, the boundaries articulate the nineteenth century
"subdivision" of larger farms which evolved from the original land grants.
Large tracts of land belonged to such families at the Cunninghams and the
Putnams. the bulk of this parcels are included in the boundaries, thus
articulating the land holdings of late eighteenth and early nineteenth century
residents as well as the late nineteenth century parcelling of land.

Specifically, beginning at a point on Massachusetts Avenue, west of Main
Street and on the north side" of the road, the district boundary line commences
on the western property line of 909 Massachusetts Avenue (Assessor's #116-23)
and proceeds along this property line for 584.59' in its entirety, at which
point the boundary line turns east-northeast and follows the north property
line of 909 Massachusetts Avenue and the northern most edge of Assessor's Lot
#116-17, the parcel which includes the Village Mall and store (Honey Farms),
for 125.26', then turns north to follow the western property line of Town
owned land, Lot #116-10 for 322.06' near the southern tip of Marshall Pond, at
which point the boundary turns east for 104' along the southern edge of Lot
#116-5 and north along western edge of Lot #116-10 to Highland Street. The
District boundary line has passed to the west side of the properties on the
west side of Main Street and has passed to the west side of the properties on
the west side of Main Street and has followed the edges of Town-owned parcels,
most of which are conservation land.

At Highland Street the district boundary turns west-northwest along Highland
to the northwest side of Chestnut Street at which point the boundary turns
west, southwest to follow the property line of #82 Highland (Lot #100-36) on
Chestnut Street for 400" and turning north to follow the northwest property
line to Highland STreet at which point the boundary crosses Highland and
extends along the western boundary of 82 Highland (Lot #118-54) for 149.82',
turning west along the north boundary and south along the eastern boundary for
100" at which point the district boundary turns west and follows the property
line of 72 Highland Street (Lot #118-49) after which the boundary turns south
for 175 and southeast for 62.45', thus following property boundaries of 42
Highland Street to the north property line of 47 Highland STreet (Lot #118-48)
and following this northern line for 254.58', turning east-northeast for
183.8', following the north and east property lines of 3 Oak Avenue (Lot
#166-8) and 13-15 Oak Avenue (Lot #118-47) to Oak Avenue.

continuea
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At Ok Avenue the district boundary lines crosses Ok Avenue in a southerly
direction and follows the eastern property line of 94 Main Street (Lot
#134-31) to that of 88 Main STreet (Lot #134-30) and 76 Main STreet (Lot
#134-28) and 58 Main Street (Lot #134-27) to Town-owned property of Lot
#134-18. The district boundary circumscribes the Town property of Lot
#134-25, cutting through Lot #134-18 in a southerly direction to the east side
of Memorial Drive along which the district boundary proceeds for 100" before
turning east to cut across Town-owned Lot #134-18 and passing north of the
School Administration Building for 500" at which point the boundary turns
south, 200' east of Brooks House to Massachusetts Avenue.

The district boundary then turns west along Massachusetts avenue to the
eastern boundary of 1004 Massachusetts avenue (Lot #134-43) and follows the
east and south property lines to the eastern line of 998 Massachusetts avenue
(Lot #134-42), at which point the boundary turns south and follows the north
boundary of Whiting street properties of Lot #134-76 and #134-75, at which
point the district boundary turns south for 175' along the northeast property
line of Lot #134-75 to the north and east property lines of 53 Whiting Street
(Lot #134-74) to Whiting Street.

At Whiting Street the district boundary turns west along Whiting to the
eastern boundary of 53 Lancaster avenue (Lot #134-81) which is followed for
210'. The boundary continues to pass to the rear of lots on the east side of
Lancaster Avenue which includes the east and northeast property lines of 53
and 73 and 91 and 99 Lancaster Avenue (Lot #s 134-82, 134-83, 134-85, 134-86
respectively). At the southwest corner of 99 Lancaster avenue the boundary
turns southwest for 150" at which point it turns southeast and follows the
property line of 125 Lancaster Avenue (Lot #134-45) to Rolling Acres nd to
Lancaster Avenue. The district boundary then turns north on Lancaster Avenue
to 86 Lancaster avenue (Lot #132-43), at which point the boundary follows the
west property line for 274.92'to the north-northeast boundary of the
Leominster Road/Whiting Street property of Lot #132-1 which is followed for
600', then turns west and cuts across 100" of said property to its west
boundary and then follows the east and southeast boundaries of all lots on the
east side of Leominster Road to Steven Street. The boundary then crosses
Steven Street to the east boundary of 123 Leominster Road (Lot #132-11), at
which point the boundary turns west along the south property line of said lot
to Leominster Road.

The district boundary follows Leominster Road south to the southwest corner of
136 Leominster Road, at which point the boundary line follows the western
property line leasing north for 150' and west for 30' and north for 100" to
West sTreet. The district boundary then crosses West STreet and follows the
western property line of 8 West Street (Lot #115-39) along the eastern
property line of Fitchburg Gas and Electric for 450" at which point it turns
east for 62' and north again along the yl/estern edges of recently subdivided
lots #115-42 and #115-74 on Leominster Road. Then the boundary turns

continued
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northeast for 73' and east for 247' to the western property line of 24
Leominster Road (Lot #115-44) and north for 550' at which point it turns west
to follow the southern property line of 950 and 944 Massachusetts Avenue (Lot
#1 15-52, 1 15-53). The boundary then turns south for only 1100' just west of
the Historical Society building on Town land and then turns west for 900
cutting across the lot of 935 Massachusetts Avenue (Lot #115-54) and following
the southern property line of several properties on Massachusetts Avenue (Lot
#s 1 15-60, 1 15-61, 1 15-62), cutting through 906 Massachusetts Avenue (Lot
#115-64) and along the southern edge of 876 Massachusetts Avenue (Lot
#115-66). The north and northwest property lines of the same lot are followed
to Massachusetts Avenue at which point the district boundary follows
Massachusetts Avenue in an easterly direction to join with the west property
line of 909 Massachusetts Avenue.

continued
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barn ! I 19th c.
56 A .
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Ave.

Ave.

Ave.

Ave.

Ave.

Ave.

Ave.

Ave.

Ave.

Ave.

Ave.

Ave.

Assessor's Nap //
115- 52
I

115-53
115-54
115-60
115-62
115-63
115-64

115- 66
Il

116- 23
116- 22
116- 20
116-19

116-17
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Lunenburg Historic District

Dat e
1840

1850
c. 1850
1900
c. 1846
c. 1850
c. 1900

c. 1868
[ate 19th c.

c, 1890
c. 1870
c. 1850
c. 1910

c. 1868

Style
GeekRev./Ital.
newer constructn
Geek Rev./Italianate
vernac./ltalianate
vernacul ar/ gabl e end
vernacul ar
G eek Revival
vernac./gable end

vernac./h house

gabl e end
gabl e end
G eek Revival
4- Squar e

vernacul ar/al tered

20

19

18

17



Map /

Do O W >

H1
H2

National Register

Name

Bank

United Parish

United Parish
Par sonage

Historic District

Address

21 Main St,

39 Maiin St.

47 Highland St .

88 Main St.
I
64 Main St .

42 Menorial Drive
35 Whiting St.
A1 Whiting St.

Il

4? \Witing St.

83 Lancaster Ave.

91 Lancaster Ave.

47 Leom nster Rd.

55 Leom nster

107 Leom nster Rd.

102 Leom nster

DISTRICT DATA SHEET

Non-Contributing &
INTRUSIONS

Assessor's Mg //

116-15
116-13
118-48

134-30
I
134- 28

134-19
134-77
134-76
I
I
134-75
134-84

134-85
I

132-2

Rd. 132-3

132-8
I

Rd. 115- 40
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Lunenburg Historic District

Date

1960s
1950s
md 1900s

md 1900s

md 1900s

md 1900s
1930s

1940s

1950s
md 1900s

md 1900s

1920s
1940s

early 1900s

md 1900s

Description

Col. Rev. brick, one story
Col. Rev. brick & clapboard
cape

ranch
shed

garrison colonia

dwel ling

2-story bungal ow
coloni al
barn
shed
ganbrel col oni al
ranch

ranch
gar age

cape
cape

gabl e end
gar age

garrison colonial



Map //

DISTRICT DATA SHEET
Non-Contj.nbutinf];i &

National Register Historic District

Name Address

72 Leom nster Rd.

Leom nster Rd,
926Massachusetts Ave,
LIDiXJiaion) 925Massachuset t s Ave.

Village-Mal
6 Post Office

Main St. at Mass, Ave.

INTRUSIONS

Assessor's Map //

115-42
115-74
115- 61
116- 21

116- 17

Lunenburg Historic

Date

1986

1950s
m d 1900s
m d 1900s

1966

9/86

District

Description

new constructn

cape (architect built?)
cape

gas station

brick, one-story, mall
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10

11

12
12A

13

14

14A

15
15A

16

17

18

19

20

21
21A

22
22A

23

LUINENBLRG H STCR C D STR CT
GANT NG G- GONTR BUTI NG AND NON- GONTR BUTT NG RESOLRES

TYPE OF ESO.RE
bui | di ng/town hall
bui | di ng/ house
bui | di ng/ house
bui | di ng/ house
bui | di ng/ house
site/townpound
bui | di ng/ house

bui | di ng/ house
bui I di ng/ garage

bui | di ng/ house
bui | di ng/ house
bui | di ng/ house

bui | di ng/ house
buil ding. barn

buil ding/two-famly
(counts as two)

bui | di ng/ house
buil ding/barn

bui | di ng/ house
bui I di ng/ shed

bui | di ng/ house

bui I di ng/ church

bui | di ng/ house

bui l ding/ hotel-vacant
bui l di ng/ church

bui | di ng/ house
bui | di ng/ garage

bui | di ng/ house
bui I di ng/ shed

bui | di ng/ house

Q
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LUNNBLRG H STCR C DI STRI CT
GANT NG - GONTR BUTT NG AND NON- GONTR  BUTT NG RESOLRES

NP # TYPE O-F RBSO.RE C/ NC
24 bui | di ng/ school offices C
25 bui | di ng/ house C
26 bui | di ng/ house C

bui | di ng/ gar age NC
26A

bui | di ng/ house C
27

building/offices C
28
29 bui I di ng/ house C
20A bui I di ng/ garage NC
30 bui I di ng/ house C
30A bui | di ng/ gar age NC
31 bui | di ng/ house C

former school
32 bui | di ng/ house C
33 bui I di ng/ house C
33A bui | di ng/ shed NC
34 bui I di ng/ house C
35 buil ding C
35A bui | di ng/ barn-shed NC
36 bui | di ng/ house C
37 bui I di ng/ house C
37A bui | di ng/ barn C
38 bui | di ng/ house C
39 bui I di ng/ house C
390A bui I di ng/ barn C
40 bui | di ng/ house C

bui I ding/barn (nowattached) C
40A

bui I di ng/ house C
41

bui I di ng/ house C
42
43 bui | di ng/ house C
43A bui I ding/ barn NC
44 bui I di ng/ house C
45 bui I di ng/ house C
45A bui | di ng/ garage NC



NP #

46

47

48

49

50
50A

51
51A

52

53

54

55
55A

56
56A

57

58

59

60
60A

61

62

63

64

65

66

67
67A

68

69

LUNNBLRG H STAR C D STRI CT
QAN NG G- GONTR BUTI NGAND NON- GONTR BUTT NG RESOLRES

TYPE O- ESO.RE

bui | di ng/ house
bui | di ng/ house
bui | di ng/ house
bui | di ng/ house

bui | di ng/ house

bui | di ng/ barn-gar age

bui | di ng/ house
bui |l di ng/ garage

bui | di ng/ house

object/water trough

structure/bandstand

bui | di ng/ house
bui l di ng/ barn

bui | di ng/ house
bui | di ng/ barn

bui | di ng/ house

building/library

building/fire-police station

bui | di ng/ house
bui | di ng/ garage

bui | di ng/ house
bui | di ng/ house
bui | di ng/ house
bui | di ng/ house
bui | di ng/ house
bui | di ng/ house

bui | di ng/ house
bui l di ng/ barn

bui | di ng/ house
bui | di ng/ house

0
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LUNENBLRG H STGR C D STRI CT

GANT NG - GONTR BUTI NGAND NON GONTR  BUTT NG RESALRES

MNP #

70

71

72

H1
H2

- n X/ O T O

TYPE OF ESORE

bui | di ng/ busi ness
former house

bui lding/office
former house

buil ding/store

bui | di ng/ bank
bui l di ng/ church
bui | di ng/ house

bui | di ng/ house
bui | di ng/ shed

bui |l di ng/ house
bui | di ng/ house
bui | di ng/ house
bui | di ng/ house
bui | di ng/ barn

bui | di ng/ shed

bui |l di ng/ house
bui | di ng/ house

bui |l di ng/ house
bui | di ng/ garage

bui | di ng/ cape
bui | di ng/ cape

bui | di ng/ cape
bui | di ng/ garage

bui | di ng/ house
bui | di ng/ house
bui | di ng/ house
bui | di ng/ house
bui | di ng/ gas station

buil ding/ mall-offices

C/ NC

6 g8 6 6 6 8 66 6 6 66 6 6 666 6 6 6 66 6 6 6

-Intrusion
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National Register Historic District Lunenburg Historic District
Nap // Hi storic Name Addr ess Assessor's Nap // Dat e Style MHC //
1 Unitarian Meeting Ho,/ Main St . 116- 16 1830/ G eek Revival/ 3
aka Town Hall 1867 [talianate
2 Meat Market/ Si dney Francis 55 Main St . 116- 12 1912 vernacul ar/ Col . Rev, _
3 39 Main St . 116- 11 c. 1910 vernacul ar/ sided —
4 reconstructed Edwin 91 Main St. 116-9 1890s vernacul ar/ Feder al 10
Mar shal | House
5 17 Highland St, 116-6 c. 1900 vernacul ar/ bungal ow
6 Town Pound Hi ghl and St. 116-7 c. 1750 | andscape 14
7 E Hartwell (1833) Ho. 71 Highland St. 100- 36 c. 1800 cape
8 L. Fuller (1870) Ho. 82 Highland St. 118-54 c, 1850 vernacul ar/ Greek Rev.
8 A o " gar age ! ! gar age -
9 M Kimball (1833) Ho, 72 Highland St, 118-51 c, 1800 cape 15
aka Passi os Ho.
10 Met hodi st Par sonage 58 Highland St. 118- 50 1847 vernacul ar/ Greek Rev. —
1 42 Highland St. 118- 49 c. 1885 vernacul ar/ Queen Anne _
12 Marshal | Cottage 3 Gak Ave. 116-8 c. 1852 G eek Revival 11
12 A barn " ! attached barn
13 T. Janes (1833) Ho. 13-15 Gak Ave. 118- 47 c. 1800 vernacul ar/ Federal 13
aka Gilchrest Ho.
14 D F Sow (builder) Ho. 94 Main St . 134-31 1849 [talianate 9
aka Locke Pl ace
14 A barn/ once unattached ! ! !
15 Wool redge Ho, 76 Main St , 134- 29 1838 Federal / G eek Rev, 8
I I

15 A shed and pool newconstruction
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FROM John Knoer|
TQ Beth Savage
DATE: 7/ 9/ 87

PRCPERTY: Lunenburg Historic District

Sunmmar y
The discussion on thehistoric archeological resources withint he
Lunenburg Historic District i sinsufficient i nthe following

ing theimportance of theresearch significance
g thearcheological data t ot heresearch.

Di scussion

Historic archeological resources provide a unique opportunityto
apply or test anthropologically oriented propositions about human
behavior inacultural context that i srelatively well
understood. This i sindistinct contrast tothestudyof
prehistoric societies where thecultural meaning and significance
of archeological remains i sat best inferred andmost often
unknown. | ntheformer context, theintegration of data sources
gl eaned from written records, oral histories, architectural
designs and material cultural serve toprovide arich database to
pursue and develop a better understanding of human behavi or and
the principles behind that behavior.

This opportunity needs, however, t obe given expressioni n
research statements that arestructured i nsuch a way as t o link
the data contained i nthesite tothedata needs of the the
research statement. This i nturn implies that research
statements nmade i nsupport of Criterion D approach a level of
specificity such that enough detail i sprovided tocarry out the
research on theproperty under consideration. "Boiler plate"

| anguage generally present such a broad and al | enconmpassing
framework as t obe meaningless i nactually carrying out research
or indiscrimnate i nseparating properties that arerelevant to
the research from those that arenot. The research statementf or
the historic archeological resources i n the Lunenburg District:

"Analysis of the archaeol ogical evidence would significantly
contribute i ndocumenting thesocial, cultural and economc
patterns that characterizetheevolution of this dispersed
upland town center [Lunenburg Historic District] between
ca. 1725 and 1850."

would be extremely difficult tocarry out i n thefield; primarily
because thelink between thedata andtheresearch have not been



established.

It is, however, impractical toexpect a research statement on a
nom nation toreflect a full blown research design. A reasonable
approach would be tostructure a research statement addresses the
following questions:

What are the potential research topics that the
district can address within theresearch domain of
documenting the social, cultural and econom c patterns
that characterize theevolution of this dispersed upland
town center between ca. 1725 and 18507

Wiy are these research topics important to pursue?

How does t he archeol ogical data relate to these research
topics?

Does this data exist within thedistrict or are they likely
to found i nthe distict?

Using the Lunenburg nomination as a source, the following
hypothetical research statement mi ght be devel oped.

"The relationship of Lunenburg toother towns i ntheregion
can be conceptualized as a system of competing towns ina
network characterized by social relations (e.g., marriage
patterns, grange, and union organizations), cultural nodes
of expression (e.g., folkart, music, dance, dress codes),
and econom c transactions (e.g., business relationships,
production, surplus, commercial pursuits).

This system i sdynam c i ncharacter responding to forces
generated both from within (e.g. demographic shifts, soil
depleation) and from without (e.g., shifts in international
trade patterns, European wars or famines). This dynam¢c
creates structural tension i nthe system |leadingto
different patterns of interaction i nthesocial, cultural
and econom c spheres that define therelations anong these
towns. For example, the introduction of the railroad
dramatically altered therelative economc prosperity anong
towns participating i nthesystem This i nturn
destabilized thedistribution of population and | edt o an
increase concentration of wealth.

Responses t o these changes have not been well understood
from an anthropol ogical perspective although they have been
adequately documented from an historical and econom c point
of view. The Lunenburg data provides an opportunityto



study and document these responses using an anthropological
frame of reference. The nost appropriate starting point i s
the work undertaken by Barth and Hodder on t he devel opment
and mai ntenance of ethnic boundaries. Their propositions
suggest that i ncontext of interacting ethnic groups,
appropriate responses tostimuli such as the appearance of
the railroad and it sconsequent inmpact can often takethe
form of greater or lesser definition and imposition of
boundary markers anmong such groups.

The key importance of suggesting this line of researchfor
the Lunenburg District and for anthropological studiesin
general, i sthat i f Barth's and Hodder's propositions,

devel oped for essentially non-market and culturally
hetergeneously interactions, can be verified usingl8th
century Euro-American upland town centers, then the strength
and robustness of their theories can be evaluated resulting
in agreater understanding about how and under what
circumstances human groups find i t necessary to distinguish
themselves from one another.

Clearly boundary maintenance behavior i sexpressed in
material culture (seen i nterms of preference for
architectural styles, china patterns, manner of dress and
other artifacts where design choices send signals that are
meant todistinguish "us" from "them'). The effect of
boundaries can also be neasured i nterms of exchange
patterns of goods and services. The variation i n intensity
of local v. regional exchange can be observed through
historical and archeological documentation. Spatial

anal yses of extraction, production, distribution and
consumption of consumer goods and t heobservered frequency
of reuse, recycling of material culture arekeysto
documenting this behavior. For exanple, as a repository of
material culture, privies arelikely tocontain a well
stratified profile of artifacts that reflect changes over
time i ntheselection of ceramcs, personal articles and
other stylistic markers. These changes i nselection can
then be correlated with changes i neconomc conditions
resulting from the impact of therailroad upon the region.

The Lunenburg District contains four known privies although
it i slikely that most of theresidential properties in the
district arelikely tocontain additional privies that
together would provide an adequate sanple to study."”

While the above discussion i sintended as a hypothetical exanple
of how a research statement m ght be developed for Lunenburg, i t
primarily serves toidentify thestructure and level of detail



one should pursue inconstructing a research statement used in
supporting a property's significance under Criterion D
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National Register of Historic Places
Registration Form

This form is for use in nominating or requesting determinations of eligibility for individual properties or districts. See instructions in Guidelines

for Completing National Register Forms (National Register Bulletin 16). Complete each item by marking "x" in the appropriate box or by entering
the requested information. If an item does not apply to the property being documented, enter "N/A" for "not applicable." For functions, styles, materials,
and areas of significance, enter only the categories and subcategories listed in the Instructions. For additional space use continuation sheets
(Form 10-900a). Type all entries.

1. Name of Property
historic name Lunenburg Center
other names/site number Lunenburg Historic District (preferred)

2. Location

street & number Leominster Rd., Highland St., Osk Ave., Mas.qarhus;errs;!_"nc_)t_i_(for publication

city, town Ave., Main St., Lancaster Ave., Lunenburg jjy~vicinity”

sate Massachusetts code (07:3) county Worcester code n?7 zip code nidft?

3. Classification

Ownership of Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Property
[x~I private I Ibuilding(s) Contributing Noncontributing
[x1 public-local Y1 district 77 4n  buildings
| I public-State | Isite sites
[x~I public-Federal | Istructure structures
| lobject objects
-80- 40-Total
Name of related multiple property listing: Number of contributing resources previously
UM listed in the National Register  fj//*

4. State/Federai Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, | hereby certify that this
LfiJ nomination request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the
National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.

In my/os)l'niMci p op?r}/rﬁun& Criioe not meet the National Register criteria. See continuation sheet

Signature of certifying official n Date
Executive Director, State Historic Preservation Officer

Sae o Fedad agaxy ad buesu  Massachusetts Historical Commission

In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register criteria. See continuation sheet.
Signature of commenting or other official Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

5. National Park Service Certification
I, hereby, certify that this properly is:
[Oentered in the National Register.
| 1See continuation sheet.
| [determined eligible for the National
Register. See continuation sheet.
| I determined not eligible for the
National Register.

I lremoved from the National Register,
n other, (explain:)

Signature of the Keeper Date of Action



6. Function or Use Lunenburg Historic District

Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions) Current Functions (enter categories from instructions)
nomestic; single dwelljpg Domestic; single dwelling
Coimnerce  Department Store Commrer ce/ Trade; Department Store
Gnvprnment; town hall;—firo station Government; town hall; fire station;
Rdnrat 1on: library Education; library

Religion; church

7. Description
Architectural Classification Materials (enter categories from instructions)

(enter categories from instructions)
foundation stone

Greek Revival walls clapboard
Feder al brick
[talianate roof _ asphalr
Colonial Revival other N/A

Describe present and historic physical appearance.

Located at the heart of the town of Lunenburg, the Lunenburg Historic District
Is illustrative of the late 18th to md-19th century evolution of a small New
England village of predom nat elg agrarian neans. Located approxi mately 43
mles northwest of Boston and 24 m|es northeast of Wrcester, Lunenburg
retains itsagricultural conplexion with [ittle commercial or industrial

devel opment. The core of the Lunenburg Historic District is located on high
l'and, originally known as one of the Turkey Hills, and consists of about 90
structures onover 100 acres of land. Thedistrict is centered at the
intersection of the main east-west route (Mssachusetts Avenue) and
north-south routes p\bin Street, Lancaster Avenue, and Leomnster Road), which
fol low the course of native trails and colonial routes. Thekey civic
structures located at the center are surrounded by undulating terrain, the

i nprovenents of which also retain the late eighteenth and early nineteenth
century agricultural inmage. Thehistoric district isrelatively intact with
46 intrusions; nevertheless, nost are highly conpatible with the district's
contributingarchitecture.

The Lunenburg Historic District, simlar to nany traditional MNewEngland
villages, i s characterized by white clapboard residential buildingsliningthe
streets that radiate from the village green. Keycivic buildings, including a
church, town hall, and store, arelocated at the center and face the Udper
Gmmon.  Although sone bui |l di ngs have been noved and/or altered, the majority

retain their orrginal functionandintegrity of setting, design, and materials.

The district isthe center of asmall rural tow retaining the architectural
and | andscape features characteristic of aresidential community built around
the focal public buildings. Thevillage conmon is cut into tV\oEarceIs with
the Upper Conman being at the axis of the main roads and at the highest point
of land surrounded by traditional public buildings of church, tow hall, and
store. Asthe land slopes off tothe northwest, there is alarge area of |ow
swanpl ands and Marshall  Pond next tothe town pound. The Lower Conman i s
located tothe south of the center of the district at the apex of Lancaster
and Leomnster Roads, both of which slope away from the high land of the
center. Theonly east-west axis of the district is Massachusetts Avenue,
which was the first colonial route from Goton to Fitchburg and becane a
county road by 1830. CQher open space within the district is the |arge parcel

(conti nued  See continuation sheet
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Lunenburg Historic District,

§ec€|-on numbBer A B IZ ~ E’age 1 Lunenburg, Massachusetts

of town-owned land on Memorial Drive and Main Street, which became green space
when the Eagle House (Map #19) was moved due east in 1937. Massachusetts
Avenue and Main Street are densely developed while the land parcels of
structures on Highland, Lancaster, and Leominster are relatively large with
little subdivision and 20th century infill.

Although the district exhibits a variety of architectural styles, there is a
cohesive visual quality achieved through similar building scale, massing, and
materials. Most of the residential buildings lining the streets that radiate
from the center are of two or three stories and of wood construction.
Predominant building styles include vernacular forms of the traditional
five-bay, 2 1/2-story Federal residence with unadorned sash and varying
degrees of elaboration of door surrounds, as well as the popular Greek Revival
form, which is highly articulated in the public buildings and two important
residential buildings with temple-front gable ends, monumental fluted columns,
and massive six-over-six sashed windows. Other residential buildings retain
vernacular forms of the Greek Revival and the Italianate farmhouse with side
hall entrances, six-over-six sash, gable ends, and some decorative features
such as wide returns, bracketed cornices, and door hoods. There are several
fine examples of Colonial Revival residential buildings near the Lower Common
with substantial massing, some use of the Palladian-style window and full
length porches with turned columns. The continuity and unity of style is
maintained in the district through the use of the Classical architectural
elements found in these styles. Some 20th century construction has
perpetuated the unified appearance. Most buildings are sheathed in
clapboards; however, there are a few shingled dwellings and several brick
buildings within the district. Although most of the buildings retain their
clapboard siding, there are some buildings which have been recently sheathed
in synthetic siding.

The rural and residential quality as well as the architectural unity of the
district is reflected in the surrounding portions of the town although with
less density; the exception is the southwest corner of Lunenburg where early
20th century development was a result of the streetcar and railroad in that
area. Presently, there begins to be some threat of subdivision and commercial
development along the already well-established routes.

The condition of buildings within the district reflects a general state of
preservation and evident yearly maintainence. The only building that appears
to be vacant is the Eagle House (Map #19) on Memorial Drive. The building was

(continued)
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moved in 1937, is owned by the town, and is in a precarious state due to its
general condition of disrepair.

Most important to the district due to location, architecture, and historical
association are the prominently displayed civic and religious buildings at the
core of the district. The First Evangelical Congregation Society Meetinghouse
(present day United Parish Church) (Map #20), built in 1844, displays a Greek
Revival temple-front gable end with a recessed central entrance characterized
by a massive multi-light window flanked by entrance doors and two fluted
monumental columns partially supporting the gable pediment. The meetinghouse
is surmounted by a three-stage steeple with conical-shaped spire.

On the opposite side of the Upper Common stands the Town Hall (Map #1), built
in 1830 as the Unitarian Church and moved, raised and remodelled in 1867 after
being sold to the town. As a church meetinghouse, it was located on the Upper
Common and faced east. It was nearly a mirror image of the Congregational
Church with the temple-front gable end, recessed entrance, and monumental
columns. However, when moved to its present location, 200 feet north of the
original spot, the building was raised to create a 2 1/2-story structure. The
former meetinghouse can be discerned in the upper portion articulated by
square pilasters; the central bay with three sashed windows was a triple-door
recessed entrance when at ground level. The original bell tower was altered
in 1894 when the town clock was installed. The three-stage clock tower has a
square base topped by a recessed square stage elaborated with colonettes and
the clocks, all of which is topped by a pedimented hood or gable and miniature
spire with weathervane.

Just south of the Town Hall is the Putnam Store (Map #72), which has been
altered from its ca. 1868 Italianate construction. Once displaying a
full-length porch with Italianate embellishments and a turn-of-the-century
second story balcony, the building only retains its location and setting, its
general massing, and roof design with a gable peak built into part of the
south side. The synthetic siding, brick projecting storefront, and
multi-light windows are all modern alterations.,

Located on the south side of the Upper Common is the Ritter Memorial Library
(Map #58), which is of a later date than most contributing buildings in the
district, but which retains an important location as a civic building at the
core of the district. Built in 1910, the 1 1/2-story brick building retains
the Classical style, massing, and details of the late eighteenth and early
nineteenth century buildings. The Georgian Revival building displays a hipped

(continued)
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roof, slightly projecting central pavilion with temple-front pediment, ocular
window and garland swag, dentil blocks at the raking cornice, and round
columns with volutes at what was the central entrance and is now an
inaccessible balcony with recessed double doors topped by round-headed arch.
This former entrance was altered in 1967 when the library was expanded
creating a new entrance on the east elevation. At the same time, the yellow
brick was painted white.

The Methodist Meeting House (Map #17) at 50 Main Street was built in 1830 and
is a vernacular form of the then popular Greek Revival meetinghouse. Built on
a large stone block foundation, the temple-front gable-end building retains
its two-stage bell tower with Gothic pointed arch openings. The meetinghouse
was altered in 1867 when the projecting, one-story narthex was added with
round-headed Romanesque doors and when the large multi-light windows were
changed to stained glass in 1905.

Most of the extant residential structures in the district were constructed
between 1790 and 1860; however, there are a few exceptions. Several of the
residential buildings do not visually reflect their construction date due to
later alterations and updating. The ca. 1724 Cushing House (Map #37), 73
Lancaster Avenue, is a five-bay, 2 1/2-story residence with a gambrel roof,
six-over-six sash, and a Federal doorway with fanlight, pilasters,
entablature, and projecting cornice. It is thought that the 1724 house is
part of the rear ell.

One of the three extant 1 1/2-story dwellings in the Cape Cod tradition found
in the historic district is the ca. 1756 Richardson House (Map #30) at 19
Lancaster Avenue. The wide cape with large wood-shingled roof mass and twin
interior chimneys located before the ridge pole is unembellished with
architectural detail and has six-over-nine sash and a simple six-panelled
entrance door with four-light transom. The other two Cape Cod-style dwellings
are #72 Highland Street (Map #9) and #81 Highland Street (Map #8). Built ca.
1800, they display similar simplicity.

A number of fine Georgian and Federal-style dwellings were built on Lancaster
Avenue and Main Street in the last quarter of the 18th and first quarter of
the 19th century. All are constructed on a large stone foundation and display

(continued)
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a five-bay facade with central entrance and pitched roof. They vary in the

architectural ornamentation and the construction of side and rear ells. On

Lancaster Avenue, there is Elmdale (Map #39), 125 Lancaster Avenue, built ca.
1769, which has Federal-style details with applied window surround mouldings
and fanlight atop the pilaster-flanked entrance door.

The Benjamin Whiting House (Map #33), ca. 1790, at 43 Lancaster Avenue retains
its handsomely worked Georgian/Federal door surround with paired unadorned
pilasters supporting a wide entablature and decorative cornice and the

semi-el liptical fanlight.

Also located on Lancaster Avenue is the A. K. Francis House (Map #28),
constructed in 1798 as a residence with attached business. The location at
the intersection of two main routes (Massachusetts and Lancaster Avenues) and
facing the Upper Common is important for this fine Federal-style building with
temple-front gable ends. Federal-style door surround, and extended rear ells.
The building, which is now used solely for commercial purposes, was altered in
1973 with the unfortunate application of synthetic siding and the addition of
projecting multi-light bay windows.

On Leominster Road there is the Lawton-Bowles House (Map #51), built in 1776.
The dwelling is atop a small knoll, facing south. The building is similar to
other Georgian and Federal houses and has six-over-six sash, an unadorned door
surround with half-side lights, and a side ell that was formerly a shed
leading to a barn (no longer extant).

On Main Street, the John Howard House (Map #16), 1790, and the Woolridge House
(Map #15), 1838, display the five-bay, 2 1/2-story, stone block foundation
form. Both have a well-defined, trabeated entrance, with fluted pilasters on
the John Howard House and Egyptian-style pilasters on the Woolridge House.
The latter also has a hipped roof.

Also built in the Federal period is the only double house to be found in the
district. The Gilchrest House (Map #13) at 13-15 Oak Avenue, ca. 1800, has
two entrances, one to the five-bay section, the other to the three-bay section
of the double house. The Greek Revival-style door surrounds are adorned with
full sidelights, wide entablatures, and projecting cornices. Both sides of
the house appear to have been built at the same time due to continuity of
sheathing, foundation, and other architectural details.

(continued)
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A substantial number of gable-end dwellings were built in the mid-nineteenth
century. Most were located on Leominster Road and Massachusetts Avenue, west
of the center. The Greek Revival style was the most common form of
architecture for these buildings, which rest on granite block foundations.
Many display a high degree of integrity through design and craftmanship. The
form is impressively executed in the high-style Cunningham House (1845) (Map
#55) at 42 Leominster Road. The temple gable front is adorned with a
pediment supported by monumental fluted columns. The entrance is on the
five-bay south side and is articulated by the central projecting entrance
porch supported by fluted columns and pilasters with decorative panels. The
grandeur of the form is enhanced by the four full-length windows on the
gable-end side within the porch created by the fluted columns and third-story
pediment.

Another large Greek Revival dwelling on Leominster Road is the ca. 1840
Abercrombie House (Map #57), which displays a temple gable front with five
bays of six-over-six sash in the gable end. The central entrance has half
sidelights and a late 19th century Italianate porch with second story
balustrade. Also on Leominster Road are two houses built in 1838 which are
nearly identical in style, plan, and detail. The Goodale House (Map #52), 92
Leominster, and the Leander Bowles House (Map #49), 130 Leominster, are temple
gable front Greek Revival dwellings with two-story side ells. Both have
side-hall, trabeated entrances, three bays of six-over-six sash in the gable
end, and granite block foundation.

Also is the Greek Revival style is the Marshall Cottage (Map #12) at 3 Oak
Street. Built in 1852, the vernacular side-hall entrance dwelling has a gable
end of three bays of six-over-six sash and an adjoining barn of the same
period with a connecting rear ell. There is an Colonial Revival-like side
porch with turned posts. On the same scale but with a slightly different plan
is the Hastings House (Map #65), ca. 1850, at 910-912 Massachusetts Avenue.
The vernacular cottage of Greek Revival plan and massing and some Gothic
Revival details displays more attention to craftmanship than most of the other
vernacular, rural dwellings.

Ore of the only brick buildings in the district is Schoolhouse #1 (Map #31),
23 Lancaster Avenue, built in 1835 and later converted to a residence. Old
photographs indicate that it resembled the traditional brick gable-end

schoolhouse common to other communities, with central recessed entrance and

(continued)
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large-scale windows containing six-over-six sash. The building has been
altered with the addition of a projecting shingled bay and attached porch
forming a side-hall entrance. Nevertheless, it retains integrity of location,
setting, and materials.

The Franklin S. Francis House (Map #61), 944 Massachusetts Avenue, was built
in 1850 and exemplifies the transition between the Greek Revival and
Italianate styles. The large gable-end building has a side porch with
monumental tapered and square columns incorporated into the roof eave and
gable end. The raking cornice and eaves have ornamental scalloped brackets.
The entrance is within the porch on the east elevation.

Another large transitional building is the ca. 1870 Brooks House (Map #24) at
1033 Massachusetts Avenue, which now serves as the residence and office of the
Superintendent of Schools. The four-bay, temple-front, gable-end building is
reminiscent of the Greek Revival style while the projecting wrap porch with
spindle screening and brackets with drop pendants recalls the Italianate style
of architecture.

Ore of the most distinctive buildings in the district is the Locke Place (Map
#14) at 94 Main Street. Built in 1849 in the Italianate style, the two-story
hipped-roof dwelling has an attached three-story tower also displaying a
hipped roof with raking eaves, exposed rafter ends, and corner brackets. The
window placement and style are varied and include traditional six-over-six
sash, roundheaded, and Palladian-style windows. There is a projecting
entrance portico at the intersection of the house and tower and a projecting
one-story bay on the south elevation.

Throughout the last quarter of the 19th century and the early 20th century,
there were several large gable-end houses built within the district and
embellished with architectural details characterized as Queen Anne and
Colonial Revival. At 42 Highland Street (Map #11), the gable-end dv”elling is
elaborated with scalloped shingles in the gable peak topped with a sunburst
design, while the projecting porch with a second-story balustrade is
reminiscent of the Colonial Revival style.

(continued)
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At the turn of the century there was sonme construction of substantial Col on
Revi val dwellings asland was di vided. Facing the Lower Common, there are
fine exanples, 10Witing Street (Mp #42) and the house onthe cor ner of
VWhi ting and Leom nster Road (Mwp #43). They are i nkeeping with the scal e anc
desi gn of ot her prom nent structures near the Conmon. The pol ygonal
gazebo-1i ke Bandstand, (Mp #54) was built in 1905 and noved tothe Lower
Conmon i n J9W.

The architecturally cohesive yet varied Lunenburg Historic District of over 90
structures hasonly a fewintrusions, such as the gas station (Mp #S on
Massachusetts Avenue. Mpst other buildings of newconstruction are sinply
noncontributing tothe architectural significance of the district; however,
nost are executed with a sense of understanding of scale, style, and use of
materials. There are several brick buildings includingthe Village Mall (Myp
#1) at the Wper Gmon and, north of the Town Hall, the one-story bank (Np
#A) and the nodern United Parish building (Mp #B). The residential infill
includes small unobtrusive houses in the garrison colonial, the cape, or the
ranch style.

Ar chaeol ogy

Wii l e no prehistoric archaeol ogical sites have been recorded in or near the
district, i tis possible that sites are present. Located on well-drained
soi I's overlooking upland bogs and tributaries of the Nashua Rver (Ml pusand
Gﬂacunerraug Br ooksf, the area woul d have been attractive tonative people
both for subsistence activities and seasonal occupation. Snce no sitesare
currently known within the town, any survivals would be significant in
docunenting patterns of prehistory In Lunenburg.

There is significant historic archaeol ogical potential within the district.
of the buildings fromthe period of the town's establishment (1728)
through the end of the 18th century are no longer extant and canonly be
docunented through archaeol ogical investigation. Anong these arethe first
neet i nghouse (1728), second neeti nghouse %1749), and first school (1741), as
wel | as several residences and associated barns and outbuil di ngs.
Archaeol ogi cal exam nation can al so assist in docunenting the construction
dates and sequence for surviving period buildings, such as the Qushing Huse

(conti nued)
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(ca. 1724), as well as reconstructing the configuration of both individual
farmsteads and the town center as a whole. Occupation-related features
(trashpits, privies, and wells) are also likely to survive around both
standing structures and the foundations of moved or demolished buildings.
Analysis of the archaeological evidence would significantly contribute in
documenting the social, cultural, and economic patterns that characterized the
evolution of this dispersed upland town center between ca. 1725 and 1850.



8. Statement of Significance Lunenburg Historic

District

Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties:

| Inationally HH statewide H locally
Applicable National Register Criteria [X]A Q B [X]C I ID
Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) EHB Q C Q G
Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance Significant Dates
Agriculture 1724-1930 NXA

Architecture
[ ndustry
Religion

Significant Person
Bur bank, Luther

Cultural Affiliation
N/A

Architect/Builder
FrancisT Franklin
Francis, Sidney

S

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above.

The buildings of the 102-acre Lunenburg Historic District are
residential

of the development of a rural agricultural
civic, meetinghouse core. The district's pe
ca.

of development is typical of peripheral rural

representative
community around a
riod of significance extends from

1724, the date of the first settlement, to the early years of the
Depression, when Lunenburg began to experience suburbanization.
period of growth extended from 1800 to the eve of the Civil

The major
War. Its pattern
areas in northcentral

Massachusetts, with dispersed agrarian settlement followed by a clustering of

residential, commercial, and small-scale
meetinghouse center.

continued to reflect its rural past well

industrial
Never served by major transport routes, lacking water
power, and failing to grow past the early industrial
into the modern era.

buildings around a

period, the district
Radiating

street patterns and building relationships remained much as they were in the

mid 19th century.

While the early stores are for the most part gone (some

destroyed, others put to new uses), the civic and residential
survive as a reminder of 19th century peripheral development.

buildings
The district

is

also signficant for its associations with Luther Burbank and his contributions
to agriculture through his potato hybridization experiments during his

residence
architectu

in Lunenburg.
ral

Lastly, the district is significant for its
cohesiveness, possessing integrity of design through similar

scale, massing, and setting.

Included in the district bounds are vernacular

forms of most common architectural

styles of the late 18th and 19th

centuries.

There are 117 buildings included within the district,

of which 77

contribute to its significance.

Retaining integrity of location, design,

setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, and association, the Lunenburg

Historic District thus fulfils Criteria A, B and C of the National

Historic Places on the local level.

Register of

Lunenburg was settled in 1718 by Samuel Page and incorporated as a town in

1728.
in 1841.
incorporation, and the town did not begin to develop until

(continued)

A meetinghouse was built in 1828 and the first school was constructed
The town's population stood at only twenty-eight at the time of
the second half of

| 1See continuation sheet
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the 18th century. By 1776 there were just over 100 inhabitants and by 1830
there were more than 1,300. Thereafter, save for a decline of nearly 200
residents following the Civil War, the town's population increased slowly but
steadily to well over 1,600 in 1915, when it became essentially a suburb of
Fitchburg. Foreign-born immigrants in Lunenburg have been few, with most
coming from Ireland, England, and Canada.

Soon after settlement, Lunenburg's first industries were established along the
Mulpus Brook in the form of saw and grist mills. Many of the mills continued
to operate or were replaced with similar establishments well into the 19th
century. According to historian Edwin Estabrook (History of Worcester County,
1879), there were brickyards on nearly every farm. Several cottage
industries—notably bookbinding and printing--also developed. It was at this
time that Lunenburg became a center for Bible printing and binding. Bible
printing had been illegal in the colonies until after the Declaration of
Independence. The printing of books as a domestic industry was to disappear
by the mid 1800s due to development of large publishing houses in Boston,
first, followed by other major cities. Lunenburg had a number of cooperage
shops as well. During the first half of the 19th century, small craft
industries were housed in the extension of many residences at the Center.

Several buildings associated with early home industries survive in the
district. At least three houses in the district are associated with the
Cushing family, a prominent Lunenburg family, and with the bookbinding and
printing business conducted by Edmund Cushing (1773-1851), son of Col. Charles
Cushing who settled in a house at 73 Lancaster Avenue (Map #37), built by
Thomas Prentice ca. 1724. The building, which was remodelled by Edmund
Cushing in the early 19th century, is significant not only for its
architectural integrity, but also for its association with the Cushings and
for its role in the cottage industry of printing of Bibles. Edmund Cushing
also built the A. K. Francis House (Map #28, 1798), 3 Lancaster Avenue, and
the William Harrington House (Map #35, 1810), 53 Lancaster Avenue, both of
which had extensive rear ells in which Cushing conducted printing and
bookbinding businesses. Cushing's cottage industry continued until 1833 when
he sold the business to pursue his civic duties which included serving as a
State Representative and State Senator. The business, which had been
purchased by Boston printer, Charles Gaylord, closed in 1847, the approximate
time that most cottage bookbinding industries were taken over by the large
publishing houses in Boston. The 1798 A. K. Francis House has always been the

(continued)
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site of a coomercial enterprise. After bookbinding ceased on the property,
the shop portion was used for the manufacturing of bandboxes and [ater shoes.
Anot her  house on Lancaster Avenue which had a bookbinding shop attached at the
rear is BHndale (Mp #39, ca. 1769). The house was originally built for the
Reverend Zabdial Adans, double cousin to the second Fresi dent John Adans who
visited here inat |east two occasions. In 1805 WIIiam@ eenough bought the
property and opened a rintin? and bookbi ndi ng business and produced Bi bl es.
G eenough used the newy devel opned stereotype printing process to produce the
mul ti -1 anguage Bi bl es.

The md 19th century narked the consolidation of Lunenburg's civic center.
Until 1830 the town had one neetinghouse; the 1728 house vas replaced by a
second structure in 1749 (neither survive). De toconflicts inthe religious
communi ty, the Methodist Society, which had been forned in 1803, and had used
a neetinghouse on Northfield Road through the 1820s (no |onger extant), built
its second building, the Methodist Metinghouse, (Mp #17) at 50 Min Street
in 1830 using a vernacul ar |nterBret ation of the Geek Revival form The

Uni tarians erected their church building (the present Town Hall) in 1830,
while the Congregationalists, vo separated fromthe Unitariansin 1833, did
not construct the Congregational Church, today one of the focal pointson Min
Street (Mp #20), until 1844  Thus, by 1850 there were three neetinghouses at
the center surrounded by the residential buildings of the late 18th and early
19th century.

The present Town Hall (Mp #1) isthe building originally constructed in 1830
to serve the Unitarian Church. Mved to its present site in 1867, its
inportance to the devel opnent of the religious and civic environnent is not
conpr om sed. Or|ﬁyna||y, the Geek Revival-style church was situated on the
WUoper Gxmon; within fourteenyears, the Congregational Church ves built
nearby and the two were near mrror inages until 1867, when the earlier
building ves taken over by the town, noved north by 200 feet, and raised to
accommodat e town offices. The nove retained a suggestion of the building's
relationship to the Congregational Church; at the sane tine, the nove was
responsible for creating the Uoper Gman and brought a greater sense of
coherence and definition to the tow's civic center.

As el sewnere, Lunenburg's school districts were organized early in the Federal
period, and between 17/8 and 1785, five wood-frane school houses were built,

(conti nued)
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scattered throughout Lunenburg. Two survive within the district, but both
have been noved and incorporated into later residential buildings. Anew
center school house was built of brick in 1835. Known as School house #1 (Myp
#31), it was built on the Lower Conman on thesite of the town's first
district school house of 1778. This 1778 wood structure was noved to 53
Witing St. (Mp #34? and was incorporated into the dwelling there. Another
tenporary wood school structure, used for only a short tine, was subsequently
noved toMin Street and i s today part of the Jones House (Mp #18).

Several stores were situated at the center of Lunenburg, nost as extensions to
residential buildings, such as theforner structure at 91 Main Street, known
as theBEdwn Marshall House (Myp #4) and today thelocation of alate 19th
century replica of the former md 18th century dwelling (but rebuilt w thout
the store and cooperage of the original structure and with an additional
chimey). The PutnamStore (Myp #/2) was built in 1868 at the core of the
(_:rentelr_é] ?cross from the Congregational Church and adjacent tothenewy noved
omn :

The Fitchburg Railroad was built through the southern section of Lunenburg as
early as 1845 but failed topronmote any growth in thevillage center, 212
mles tothenorth. Instead, itsinpact onthedistrict was essentially a
negative one, guaranteeing the decline of the center's hone industries, which
were unable toconpete with nore active and accessi bl e narkets such as
Fitchburg or Leomnster. Lunenburg Center's lack of connection by najor
railroad or other transportation tolarger nmarkets was the prine contributor
to the decline of Iocal industrgl. Qnly t he southwest corner of the town, sone
di stance away from the nomnated district, wtnessed significant devel opnent
due tothe proximty of the streetcar and railroad |ines.

Several of theresidences within the district are of significance of their
associations with inportant Lunenburg citizens of the md 19th centurg. (ne,
the Jones House (Myp #18, ca. 1840), housed horticulturist Luther Burbank
(1849-1926), from 1872 t 0 1875, during which tine he devel oped and cul tivated
the white rose potato. The Burbank potato, which was thefirst |arge white
baking potato and has becone the nost widely produced potato inthe world with
nany wel | -known rel ated species developed fromthis potato. (Today's versions

(conti nued)
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ae sold using a nunier of nanes including Russets, |daho Burbank, Wite

Rose. The potato was devel oped from the seed ball of an Early Fose potato, a
conman speci es i nthe 1870's, using anost unconmon nethod. Burbank was never
to see another "seed ball" of this variety again, as nost potatoes are
propogated from tubers). Theinportance of Burbank's residency i n Lunenbur

Is attributed to the devel opnent of hisfirst "new creation" while farmnghis
17 acres i n Lunenburg. (H vas later to publish books on his devel opnents
which heterned "NewCreations"). The discovery of this potato i n Lunenburg
was t he beginning of Burbank's nethodol ogy of hybridization and selection.
Burbank sold the potato "creation" toJ.J.H Gegory, Seednan of Mrbl ehead

for one hundred and fifty dollars. Burbank retained several potatoes which he
took with himwhen he noved to California i n1875 and fromwhich he devel oped
other newpotatoes. Burbank's [ife in Mssachusetts was centered i n Lancaster
where he grew up and i n Lunenburg where he owned and devel oped his first

garden adjacent to the Jones House. The Jones House has incorporated into its
structure the wood school house built on the Loner Gnman i n 1835 andi s
mentioned above. Part of the first neetinghouse i salso said to have been
used to build the present structure.

Nat hani el Fel | ows Qunni ngham Jr. (1798-1871), grandson of an earl¥ settlerin
Lunenburg, was said to have introduced the tomato plant to NeweEngland. H s

i nposing Greek Revival-style house survives at 42 Leomnster Road (Mp #55,
18432)._ Qunni nghamvas one of the founders of the Lunenburg Acaden?/, o
established i n 1841, which vas housed i nalarge Geek Revival-style building

| ocated near the Lower Conman until 1867, when it was noved to Fitchburg. (I n
Fitchburg, the bU||d|n? becane t he hone and office of Hnry M Francis, a

local architect and relation of the Lunenbur% fam [y of carpenter builders
nentioned bel ow.) @Qunninghams son, George Alfred Qunningham (1827-1875), was
(r:eslplor{/s;irble for conpiling atown history and geneal ogi cal records after the

| Vi :

The Putnamfamly was anajor |andholding famly wno owed nuch of the land at
the center of thedistrict. Myjor Daniel Putnamacquired a store and
surrounding lands from Dr. John Taylor in 1804. At that time My or Putnam
also had astore, tavern, and cooperage i nthe famly honestead at 91 Min
Street (Mp #4). (The latter building was entirely rebuilt at the end of the
1800s, when the store and cooperage portion were removed and the chi nmeys
relocated.) Daniel PutnamlJr. (1802-1898) served at various times asthe

(conti nued)
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town's storekeeper, postmaster, state representative, and founder/incorporator
of Lunenburg Academy (1841). His store, built in 1868, (Map #72), is much
altered but remains the only historic freestanding commercial building to
survive in the center. It is situated on or near the location of the earlier
commercial structure owned by Daniel Sr. in the early 19th century. Daniel
Putnam Jr. was responsible for donating the land on which both the Unitarian,
and subsequently, the Congregational, church were built. The Unitarian
Church, now Town Hall, was built in 1830, on the land that now comprises the
Upper Common'® The Congregational Church, as mentioned above, was built some
fourteen years later on an adjoining lot. After leaving the family homestead
at 91 Main Street, Daniel and Mary Putnam lived at 24 Leominster Road (Map
#56), a house built originally in 1810 by Nathaniel Fellows Cunningham.
Another building associated with the Putham family is the Hildreth House, 876
Massachusetts Avenue (Map #67), which was the grain barn for Daniel Sr.'s
first store and was moved to its present location when Daniel Jr. built his
Italianate-style store in 1868.

The Francis family, skilled carpenter builders, were responsible for several
important structures in the district. Franklin S. Francis, builder of his own
large Greek Revival/ltalianate house at 944 Massachusetts Avenue (Map #61,
1850) also built the first town hall in 1839. The early town hall was sold
and moved in 1867 at the time of the Unitarian Church's conversion to a new
and more prestigious town hall. (The earlier building's fate is unknown.)
The son of Franklin S. Francis, Alpheus K. Francis (1844-1908), who lived at 3"
Lancaster Avenue (Map #28), succeeded his father as a well-known and active
carpenter and builder in Lunenburg. It was he who was responsible for moving
the Lunenburg Academy building to Fitchburg in 1867. Visually, the building
has many aspects which are similar to the Franklin S. Francis house and may
have been the work of the Francis family. By the early 1900s, Sidney Francis
was carrying on the family tradition; he was responsible for completing the
building of the Georgian Revival-style Ritter Memorial Library (Map #58) in
1909, following the death of his father, Alpheus Francis, the original
designated builder of the library.

Most of the late 19th century and early 20th century expansion at the center
was residential with the exception of the 1909 Ritter Memorial Library (Map
#58). The addition of a library would complete the center's assemblage of

(continued)
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civic buildings. The town's economy continued to be predominately
agricultural to the turn of the century, with the expansion of early
subsistence farms to larger commercial ones. By 1915, electric streetcar
service had arrived at Lunenburg Center, linking the district to Leominster
and then to Fitchburg. While agriculture remained central to the town's
economy by the First World War, it showed a slight decline as residents began
to find employment in the nearby communities' industries. In the early 1920s,
the development of the Mohawk Trail (now Route 2A) along Massachusetts Avenue
and through Lunenburg Center, guaranteed the community's development as a
Fitchburg suburb. The growth of secondary roadways extending from the center,
with suburban Colonial Revival-style dwellings, can be linked to this
development. Nevertheless, the rural village quality of Lunenburg's center
remained essentially unchanged, as most of the town's development concentrated
in the south, closer to Fitchburg and Leominster. Today, the district,
standing within a rural, suburban community, remains an area of substantial
and prestigious houses surrounding a civic core.

end
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The boundary includes an architecturally and historically cohesive district
which is distinct from the randomly spaced outlying farms. The district
boundaries follow lots which line the main routes radiating from the
meetinghouse center, the boundaries articulate the nineteenth century
"subdivision"” of larger farms which evolved from the original land grants.
Large tracts of land belonged to such families at the Cunninghams and the
Putnams. the bulk of this parcels are included in the boundaries, thus
articulating the land holdings of late eighteenth and early nineteenth century
residents as well as the late nineteenth century parcelling of land.

Specifically, beginning at a point on Massachusetts Avenue, west of Main
Street and on the north side" of the road, the district boundary line commences
on the western property line of 909 Massachusetts Avenue (Assessor's #116-23)
and proceeds along this property line for 584.59' in its entirety, at which
point the boundary line turns east-northeast and follows the north property
line of 909 Massachusetts Avenue and the northern most edge of Assessor's Lot
#116-17, the parcel which includes the Village Mall and store (Honey Farms),
for 125.26', then turns north to follow the western property line of Toamn
owned land. Lot #116-10 for 322.06' near the southern tip of Marshall Pond, at
which point the boundary turns east for 104' along the southern edge of Lot
#116-5 and north along western edge of Lot #116-10 to Highland Street. The
District boundary line has passed to the west side of the properties on the
west side of Main Street and has passed to the west side of the properties on
the west side of Main Street and has followed the edges of Town-owned parcels,
most of which are conservation land.

At Highland Street the district boundary turns west-northwest along Highland
to the northwest side of Chestnut Street at which point the boundary turns
west, southwest to follow the property line of #82 Highland (Lot #100-36) on
Chestnut Street for 400" and turning north to follow the northwest property
line to Highland STreet at which point the boundary crosses Highland and
extends along the western boundary of 82 Highland (Lot #118-54) for 149.82',
turning west along the north boundary and south along the eastern boundary for
100" at which point the district boundary turns west and follows the property
line of 72 Highland Street (Lot #118-49) after which the boundary turns south
for 175" and southeast for 62.45', thus following property boundaries of 42
Highland Street to the north property line of 47 Highland STreet (Lot #118-48)
and following this northern line for 254.58', turning east-northeast for
183.8', following the north and east property lines of 3 Oak Avenue (Lot
#166-8) and 13-15 Oak Avenue (Lot #118-47) to Oak Avenue.

conti nuec!
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At Ok Avenue the district boundary lines crosses Ok Avenue in a southerly
direction and follows the eastern property line of 94 Main Street (Lot
#134-31) to that of 88 Main STreet (Lot #134-30) and 76 Main STreet (Lot
#134-28) and 58 Main Street (Lot #134-27) to Town-owned property of Lot
#134-18. The district boundary circumscribes the Town property of Lot
#134-25, cutting through Lot #134-18 in a southerly direction to the east side
of Memorial Drive along which the district boundary proceeds for 100" before
turning east to cut across Town-owned Lot #134-18 and passing north of the
School Administration Building for 500" at which point the boundary turns
south, 200' east of Brooks House to Massachusetts Avenue.

The district boundary then turns west along Massachusetts avenue to the
eastern boundary of 1004 Massachusetts avenue (Lot #134-43) and follows the
east and south property lines to the eastern line of 998 Massachusetts avenue
(Lot #134-42), at which point the boundary turns south and follows the north
boundary of Whiting street properties of Lot #134-76 and #134-75, at which
point the district boundary turns south for 175 along the northeast property
line of Lot #134-75 to the north and east property lines of 53 Whiting Street
(Lot #134-74) to Whiting Street.

At Whiting Street the district boundary turns west along Whiting to the
eastern boundary of 53 Lancaster avenue (Lot #134-81) which is followed for
210'. The boundary continues to pass to the rear of lots on the east side of
Lancaster Avenue which includes the east and northeast property lines of 53
and 73 and 91 and 99 Lancaster Avenue (Lot #s 134-82, 134-83, 134-85, 134-86
respectively). At the southwest corner of 99 Lancaster avenue the boundary
turns southwest for 150' at which point it turns southeast and follows the
property line of 125 Lancaster Avenue (Lot #134-45) to Rolling Acres nd to
Lancaster Avenue. The district boundary then turns north on Lancaster Avenue
to 86 Lancaster avenue (Lot #132-43), at which point the boundary follows the
west property line for 274.92'to the north-northeast boundary of the
Leominster Road/Whiting Street property of Lot #132-1 which is followed for
600', then turns west and cuts across 100" of said property to its west
boundary and then follows the east and southeast boundaries of all lots on the
east side of Leominster Road to Steven Street. The boundary then crosses
Steven Street to the east boundary of 123 Leominster Road (Lot #132-11), at
which point the boundary turns west along the south property line of said lot
to Leominster Road.

The district boundary follows Leominster Road south to the southwest corner of
136 Leominster Road, at which point the boundary line follows the western
property line leasing north for 150' and west for 30' and north for 100" to
West sTreet. The district boundary then crosses West STreet and follows the
western property line of 8 West Street (Lot #115-39) along the eastern
property line of Fitchburg Gas and Electric for 450" at which point it turns
east for 62' and north again along the western edges of recently subdivided
lots #115-42 and #115-74 on Leominster Road. Then the boundary turns

conti nued
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northeast for 73" and east for 247' to the western property line of 24
Leominster Road (Lot #115-44) and north for 550' at which point it turns west
to follow the southern property line of 950 and 944 Massachusetts Avenue (Lot
#1 15-52, 1 15-53). The boundary then turns south for only 1100 just west of
the Historical Society building on Town land and then turns west for 900
cutting across the lot of 936 Massachusetts Avenue (Lot #115-54) and following
the southern property line of several properties on Massachusetts Avenue (Lot
#s 1 15-60, 1 15-61, 115-62), cutting through 906 Massachusetts Avenue (Lot
#115-64) and along the southern edge of 876 Massachusetts Avenue (Lot
#115-66). The north and northwest property lines of the same lot are followed
to Massachusetts Avenue at which point the district boundary follows
Massachusetts Avenue in an easterly direction to join with the west property
line of 909 Massachusetts Avenue.

continued
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Check one
d original site
moved date.



8. Significance
Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

Specific dates Builder/Architect
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

e summary paragraph

d completeness

d clarity

d applicable criteria

d justification of areas checked

d relating significance to the resource

d context

d relationship of integrity to significance
d justification of exception

d other

9. Major Bibliographical References
10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property
Quadrangle name

UTM References

Verbal boundary description and justification

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state local
State Historic Preservation Officer signature

title date

13. Other

d Maps
d Photographs
d Other

Questions concerning this nomination may.be directed to .

Signed Date

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached shewt

Phone:

GPO 918-450











































































The Commonwedalth of M assachusetts

Office of the Secretary of State
Michad Joseph Connolly, Secretary

Massachusetts Historical Commission
Vderie A. Tdmage

Executive Director

Sate Historic Preservation Officer

My 18, 1987

Carol Shul |

National Register of Historic M aces
Departnent of the Interior

National Park Service

PO Box 37127

Washi ngton, BC 20013- 7127

Dear M. Shull,
Encl osed youwi |l find thefollowng nomnation form

Lunenburg, Lunenburg Historic District, Leomnster Road, Hghland Street,
Gk Avenue, Massachusetts Avenue, Main Street and Lancaster Avenue.

Tre district hes been voted eligibleby the State Review Board and have been
signed by the State Historic Preservation Officer, Qwners were notified
of pending State Review Board consideration 30-75 days before the neeting
and were afforded t he opportunitytoconment. Gnments received t odate
are attached tothenomnation form

Sincerely,

Betsy Friedoerg O

National Register Director
Massachusetts Historical Conmission
BH dr

Encl osure

25
80 Boylgton Street, Bogton, Massachusetts 02116 (617) 727-8470



BELI@BILITY KR NAIT O REG STER LI STING

TO M. Janes T. e, Director, Office of Real Estate, WS Postal Service
FRDA Massachusetts Historical Commssion
DATE  June 13, 1988

The Massachusetts Historical Commssion i spleased toinformyou that the
followmng Postal Service property has been voted eligible forinclusionin
the National Register of Historic Places (360R 60) by t he Corm ssion
acting as the State Review Board. I%/Iavv, aproperty i s afforded
protection from adverse effect caused by Federally funded, |icensed or
assisted projectswhen it has been voted eligible forinclusion in the
National Register. The nomnation formwill nowbe submtted to the
National Register Office, National Park Service i nWashington, DC for
final review | f theNational Register Oficelists the propertE/or
determnes it eligible forlisting i ntheNational Register itwill be
automatically beincluded i nthe Massachusetts State Register of Historic
P aces ( 71). The State Register parallels the National Registerin
providing protectionfrom State actions. For nore information, please
contact the Coomssion's National Register staff. Viken we have received
the determnation of the National Register Officeyou will be advised.

AROERTY AAESSS DANE \AOHECELIGIBLE
Vi1l age Mi 1land Post O fice Mar ch "TOT
Min Street at Massachusetts Ave.

| ocated within the Lunenburg

Historic District, Lunenburg, Massachusetts

Massachusetts Historical Commission, Valerie A. Tdmage, Executive Director, State Historic Preservation Officer
80 Boylston Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02116  (617) 727-8470

Office of the Secretary of State, Michael J. Connolly, Seretory



Carol Shull , _ June 24, 1988
National Register of Historic P aces

Departnent of the Interior

National Park Service

PO Box 37127

Washi ngton, OC 20013- 7127

Dear M. Shul l:

Encl osed you will find the following nomnation forns which were returned
by the National Register for technical and substantive corrections:

Berkshire County, North Adans (North Adans Multiple Resource Area),
Monunent Square - Eagle Street Historic District Boundary Increase,

I ncludes portions of Main, Eagle, North Church and Ashland Streets on
Monunent Sguar e.

Vrcester County, Lunenburg, Lunenburg Historic District, Leomnster Rd.,
Hghland St., Ave., Massachusetts Ave., Main St., and Lancaster Ave.

All corrections have been nade

All have been voted eligible by the State Review Board and have been
signed by the State Historic Preservation Officer. Qnaners were notified
of pending State Review Board consideration 30-75 days before the meeting
and were afforded the opportunity tocomment. Goments received to date
are attached tothe nomnation form

Sincerely,

Betsy Friedberg (J
National Register Director
Massachusetts Historical Conmssion
BF/ls

Enclosure

JUL 11193

Massachusetts Historical Commission, Valerie A. Tdmage, Executive Director, State Historic Presarvation Officer
80 Boylston Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02116  (617) 727-8470

Office of the Secretary of State, Michael J. Connolly, Secretary



