


NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT (if applicable) 
The S y l v e s t e r D r e s s e r House i s s i g n i f i c a n t f o r i t s a s s o c i a t i o n w i t h 
t h e town's mid— |R t h c e n t u r y r e a l e s t a t e development and. i t s 
s t y l i s h b r i c k I t a l i a n a t e d e s i g n . I t meets N a t i o n a l R e g i s t e r c r i t e r i a 
A and C a t t h e l o c a l ""level and r e t a i n s i n t e g r i t y o f l o c a t i o n , 
m a t e r i a l s , workmanship, d e s i g n , f e e l i n g , and a s s o c i a t i o n . The 
bo u n d a r i e s i n d i c a t e d on t h e a t t a c h e d a s s e s s o r s map a r e t h o s e o f 

. c u r r e n t ownership. 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important architectural features and evaluate in terms of 
other buildings within the community. 
Strongly influenced by the Victorian Gothic s t y l e , t h i s house i s more I t a l i a n a t e i n i t s shape 
and arrangement. Bearing I t a l i a n a t e characteristics such as the squarish body, three bay center 
entry facade, the round arched entrance and the heavy balcony, i t has strong v e r t i c a l elements 
such as the t a l l facade p a v i l i o n , high pitched roof and high pitched facade gable which are 
t y p i c a l l y Victorian, Also Victorian are the jerkinhead dormer, gable apron and s t i c k - l i k e 
brackets. Because of the probably late C-/8fc5 date of construction, such a mixture of 
styles i s not unusual. Other surviving houses of the same caliber and of the same approximate 
date i n Southbridge are either I t a l i a n a t e or show a blending of I t a l i a n a t e and Victorian 
elements (e.g,, 14 South Street, Form #D-440; 495 Main Street, form #D-21). The use of brick 
as a building material i s unusual for houses of thi s period i n Southbridge. The selection of 
bri c k i s , however, easy to explain since the owner of the house was a brick manufacturer. 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain the role owners played in local or state history and how the 
building relates to the development of the community. 
Sylvester Dresser (1820-1898) was an important and active member of the Southbridge community 
during the second ha l f of the 19th-century. Born i n Charlton, he was the son of Asa Dresser, 
Jr. and Elizabeth Mclnstry (sic) (McKinstry), In 1848 he married N. Maria Morse, the daughter 
of Deacon Oliver Morse. 

After studying at Nichols Academy i n Dudley, Dresser was a school teacher for eight years workin; 
i n a number of towns i n the region. He l a t e r served as assistant p r i n c i p a l at Nichols Academy. 
Changing his career, the young man settled permanently i n Southbridge i n 1842. 

With a c a p i t a l of $80.00, he bought the stock i n trade of William S. Knowlton: fancy goods, 
toys, musical instruments etc. Having met with success, he l a t e r bought the jewelry and book­
store of Robert H. Cole and added jewelry, s i l v e r , clocks and periodicals to his stock. 
After deciding to s e l l the business, he operated an apparently prosperous stove and hardware 
enterprise from 1852 to 1864. 

In 1865 Dresser became involved i n brick manufacturing, ultimately owning as many as three brick­
yards i n Southbridge and Dudley. At the same time he also took up lumbering, apparently to 
f i r e his brick k i l n s . I n 1866 when the r a i l r o a d came to town, he shipped a load of his bricks 
on the f i r s t f r e i g h t t r a i n to leave Southbridge. 

For f o r t y years Dresser was a director of the Southbridge Savings Bank. He was also active i n 
town a f f a i r s , serving at various times as Selectman, Town Treasurer, Town Clerk, Assessor, 

(See Continuation Sheet) 
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. Biographical Review. Boston: Biographical Publishing Co., 1899, p. 568. 
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HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (cont'd) 

Overseer of the Poor and School Board Member. He was elected to the state legislature i n 
•1850 and 1852. In 1861 he served as a state senator from the Worcester Southeast D i s t r i c t . 
He also served for some time as T r i a l Justice. 

Sylvester Dresser had an active role i n the development of parts of Southbridge. In 1853 he 
bought a parcel of land which had belonged to the Bella Tiffany estate on Elm Street 
(form #C-301). Over a number of years he b u i l t houses, including his own home, on this 
land and sold o f f house l o t s to others. Although available maps do not indicate precisely 
the extent of t h i s property, i t seems l i k e l y that i t included a t r i a n g l e of land bounded 
approximately by Elm, Park and Everett Streets. Dresser also b u i l t fourteen houses on 
brickyard property he owned on Charlton City Road. 

In 1855, only shortly after Dresser had purchased the Tiffany property, only scattered houses 
lined Elm Street, becoming sparser the further the distance from Main Street. There were 
hardly any buildings south of the intersection with' Eastford Road. Everett Street did not 
exist and no cross streets had been put through o f f of Elm Street. By 1870, Everett Street 
and several cross streets, including Park and Summer Streets, had been opened and a few 
houses had been b u i l t i n the area. Sylvester Dresser's house was one of these. At that 
time, i t s grounds extended the f u l l length of Sxmmier Street between Elm and Everett Streets. 
No buildings stood across from i t on the other side of Summer Street. By 1878 the east side 
of Elm Street had been almost completely developed from Summer Street southward to the i n t e r ­
section with Everett Street. A number of houses had also been b u i l t on Everett Street near 
Park Street. By 1898 Elm, Everett, Park and Summer Streets had been b u i l t up. Even the 
land opposite Dresser's house on Summer Street was t h i c k l y s e t t l e d . The grounds to his 
house, however, remained undeveloped u n t i l the early years of the 20th-century, some time 
af t e r his death. , 

xy y • ' • • • , "" ' • • • 
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