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See Attached Map.

The EIl mStreet Historic District
house, and ,6 modern garages, most

were selected t oinclude the surviving
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Area Letter Foom numbeas in this Area

575-582, 1683

Town WorcRSte:

Neme of Area (if any) Elrr Street
Historic District

Present U= residential

Generd Dae or Period 1904-1906

Genera Condition fair to e>,vjellen’

Acreege 1.5 Acres

Recorded by Michael Steinit:
Organization for MHC

Date Decembe: . 988

includes 9 residential buildings, acarriage
not visible from El mStreet. The boundaries
rowof three-deckers that face El m

Park between Russell Street andPark Avenue. To the west i sa 20th century

filling station; t otheeast i s amid-20th
southern boundary follows thehistoric

Contributing/Non-contributing Status

Buildings: 8C , 8NC

UM REFEFREINCE A 19/ 267740/4 682950

B 19/267740/468291P

C 19/267560/ 4682910

D 19/267560/ 4687980
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century office building. The

boundaries of the subdivision.



NATI ONAL REG STER (R TER A STATEMENT (i f applicabl e)
Elm Street Historic District posesses integrity of location, design, setting,

materials, workmanship, feeling andassociation. |t i ssignificant asan
unusual, fashionable, park-side rowof three-deckers, built as a status rental
district for local white-collar professional and managerial families. Built

at the begining of th:, 20th century at tr.eedge of the city's main high-style
residential neighborhood, the El mStreet houses also represent a remarkable
croup of well-cstalled andfinely designed Queen Anne style three-deckers. The
Bm Street Historic District thus meets criteria A and C of the National
;Register of Historic Places on t helocal level.

ARCH TECTURAL SIGNFICANCE  Describe inportant architectural features and evaluate in terns of
other areas within the comunity.

Built between 1904 and 1906, t hestylish El mStreet three-deckers face O mstead-
designed ElI mPark, from which appear as a picturesque streetscape of varied
form andtextures. As a group, these houses ar eunusual for their large

di mensions and for the extent of their multi-tier porching. I ntheir irregular
massing and textured =ur-faces the-- represent well the Queen Anne fornms of
three-decker design, and 143 El m"treet represents an unusual, eclectic mix

of Queen Anne and Shingle style elements. Al | the houses have the typical
side-hall plan, andnost have side-wall jogs and/or side-wall bay w ndows, as
wel |l as the characteristic hip roof. All however lack the usual bay w ndowi n

the main facade. The following are descriptions of the distinguishing
characteristics of individual contributing buildings. (CONTI NUED)

Bowker - ' Bagdi gi an Three-Decker, 134 El mStreet. This house is notable for
the massive, three-tier porch that extends across the main facade and w aps

HSTARCAL SGNFH CANCE  Explain historical inportance of area and howthe area relates to the
devel opnent of other areas of the conmmunity.

In the second half of the 19th century, the area west of downtown Worcester,
particularly along the EEm Cedar andW Iliams Street axes, was a primary v
focus of high-income residential development. By the 1890s, this district

had expanded into the area immediately t othe east of the O mstead-designed
Elm Park, andthis picturesque |andscape garden setting attracted a nunber

of subdivisions along itsedges. These included, along the southern. El m
Street side of the park, a rowof stylish Queen Anne three-deckers, al | built
bet ween 1904 and 1906 as prem um rental properties. OF the the nine houses

..n the El mStreet Historic District, five were developed andinitially owned
by Charles W Bowker, a local merchant who by 1910 owned over t wo dozen
buildings i nthe city. These fashionable houses, with their park-side location
and proximty the the city's main high-status district, attracted a distictly
white-collar and managerial group cf residents. Menbers of the Bowker family,
including John Bowker, a business nanager, and Harold Bowker, a clerk, lived
at 132 El mStreet i n1910, as did Frank Roys, an instructor at nearby Wbrcester
Polytechnic Institute, and Fred Ricker, owner of a piano dealership. Residents
of 134 El mStreet included businessman George S Boutelle; teachers Elizabeth

and Cara Dillingham andreal estate agents Chester andEdith Hendrick,
Occupants of 138 El mStreet i n1904 included Reverend I,L. Wlcox of the Park
Church, and Charles Adams, a bookeeper. The earliest residents of 140 El m
Street included Elizabeth Metcalf, a music teacher, and Lewis Mizzy, a public
B BLI G3APHY and/ or FEHEHRENES ( CONTI NUED)

Worcester Directory, Wrcester House Directory, 1904, 1906, 1910, 1912, 1920, 1930,
L.J. Richards, Atlas of the City of Wrcester, 1911, 1922.-

J, .7Cail.”han et al,, Worcester Three-Decker Survev, 1981.
.3/35
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Indicate each item oninventory formv*iich i shbheing continueddd«-.

Architectural Significance(cont)

around theside of thehouse t otheside-wall jog, A second three-tier porch
projects from t herear of this side wall. The porches aresupported by |athe-
turned posts, with solid decorative brackets andopen balustrades, A shingle

6and extends between t hesecond andthird stories ontheside walls. The
first story wndov/s have caps; others have simple surrounds. A small,
centered hi pdormer projects from thefront roof slope, A large ca, 1900
carriage house i slocated behind the building.

Bowker - Epstein Three-Decker, 138 Hm Street, This house i s nearly
identical 1 nits features t 0134 El mStreet,

Bowker - Har | ow Three-Decker, 132 El mStreet, This building i s also
very simlar t 0134 El mStreet, with its three-tier, open porches supported
by lathe-turned posts. The buil ding has however |ost sone details withthe
application of nodern siding.

Jasper-Friedman Three Decker, 148 El mStreet. The nost unusual house
in therow, this building represents a m x of Queen Anne and Shingle styles.
The house features a corner turret with conical cap. Themain structure has
a gambrel roof into which thethird story i sintegrated, A cross ganbrel
is located at therear of thehouse, andthree-tier front andside porches
are sheltered by smaller, projecting gambrels, with thethird-tier openings
located i nt heface of t hegambrels. The porches have open central balustrades
with geometric pattern rails, andarched openings i nthethird tier. A

curved bay w ndow projects from theside wall. The house i sclad i n wood
shingle. Mst w ndows have 2/ 1 sash, andt hehouse retains several geometic
and floral pattern stained-glass [lights,

Bowker - Mai | man Three-Decker, 140 El mStreet, This house i s notable
for its three-story corner turret v;ith conical cap. Opposite theturret on
the main facade i sa three-tier, two-bay entry porch, sheltered by a projecting
shed foof with a gable dormer. This porch i ssupported by |athe-turned posts,
and has open balustrades andan arched, lattice-work opening onthethird tier.
Shingle bands ar elocated between thestories ontheturret andside walls,

Bowker - Chase Three-Decker, 142 El mStreet, This house i s nearly
identical i nits features to140 Hm Street , However, a three-tier side
porch (md-20th C has been add«d by t heside-wall bay v;indow,

Rawson Three-Decker, 144 El mStreet, The smallest, andnost simply
designed of t he Queen Anne three-deckers i nthis row, this house hasa hip
roof, athree-tierentry porch, andwod shingle siding.

Staple tolnventory form at bottom



I NVENTORY FCORM CONTI NUATI ON SHEET Ccmnunity: Form No: [

MASSACHBETTS H STCR CAL M SSI ON Worces ter
Ofice of the Seen, tary, Boston

Propert)' Name Elm Street HD ]

Indicate each item on inventory formwhich is being continued bel ow.
Historical Significance (cont)

accountant and auditor. Occupants i n 1910 of 142 El mStreel included WIIliam
Durham a sales manager; Fred Waring, an auditor; and Ethel VJaring, a teacher.
In 1910, 148 El mStreet was owned by Morris Jasper and Sinon Friedman, Tenants
in that year included Joseph Dapper, a real estate agent; Noah Goodhue, a

sal esman; and Clarence Abbott, a district manager for New England Telephone
and Tel egraph.

Staple tolnventory form at bottgyy



MR B Qo< LOT
6-2-9

6-2-8

6-2-10
6-2-42

6-2-13

6-2-51

6-2-14

6-2- 14A
6-2- 41

D STR CT DATA SH=T
BM SITRET H STAR CO STR CT
VIRESTHR MSSAAHEETTS

MNC # H STAR CNAME ATHRESS DATE SIE  STAILE ESARE
575 Bowker - Har | ow Thr ee- Decker 132 H mStreet cl 904 Queen Anne IGB

/ gar age i NGB
576 Bowker - Bagdi gl an Thr ee- Decker 134 H mStreet cl 904 Queen Anne 2GB

[ carriage house
577 Bowker - Heal ey Thr ee- Decker 136 E m Street cl 904 Second Enpire iNGB
578 Bowke- Epst ei n Thr ee- Decker 138 BH mStreet cl 904 Queen Anne IC-B

/ gar age iNC-B
579 Bowker - Chase Thr ee- Decker 140 H mStreet cl 904 Queen Anne IC-B

/ gar age iNC-B
580 Bowker - Chase Thr ee- Decker 142 H m Street cl 904 Queen Anne IC-B

/ gar age iNC-B
581 Rawson Thr ee- Decker 144 H m Street cl 906 Queen Anne IC-B

I gar age iNC-B
582 Rawson House 146 H m Street 2NC-B
1683  Jasper - Fri edman Thr ee- Decker 148 H m St eet cl 226 Shingle/Queen 1C-B

ne
/ gar age iNC-B

TOTAL: 8 Contributing Buildings
9 Noncontributing Buildings
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21. ElmStreet Historic District fiubstafltive  Review Ceeper
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United Statee Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Section number Page

SUPPLEMENTARY LI STI NG RECCRD

NRI S Reference Nunber: 89002374 Date Listed: 02/ 09/ 90
Elm Street Historic District Wor cest er NA
Property Nane County State

Worcester Three-Deckers TR Worcester MRA
Mul ti pl e Nane"

This property 1 slisted i ntheNational Register of Historic
Places i1 naccordance with theattached nom nation docunmentation
subject tothefollow ng exceptions, exclusions, or anendnents,
notwi thstanding the National Park Service certification included
in thenom nation docianentation.

Date of Action

Anended Items i n Nom nation:

Correct counts of contributing and noncontributing
resources:

8 C building
9 NC buildings
0 C structure
0 C object

0 C ssite

The count indicated onthedistrict data sheet i scorrect, not
the total indicated on page #1 of t heinventory form

This information was confirmed with AnnTait, MASHPQ by
tel ephone.

DI STRI BUTI ON:
National Register property file
Nom nating Authority (wi thout nom nation attachment)



UNI TED STATES DEPARTMENT COF THE | NTERI OR
NATI ONAL PARK SERVI CE

NATI ONAL REG STER CF HI STORI C PLACES
EVALUATI OV RETURN SHEET

REQUESTED ACTI ON: gj i NEP DBJECTI GN "MP>1 AANTYAN
PRCPE| El mStreet Historic District
NAME:

MULTI PLE Wor cester Three-Deckers MA
NAME:

STATE & QOUNTY: MASSACHUSETTS, Wbrcester

DATE RECEI VED: 12/ 26/ 89 DATE CF PENDI NG LI ST;

DATE OF 16TH DAY: DATE CF 45TH DAY: 2/ 09/ 90
DATE CF WEEKLY LI ST;

REFERENCE NUMBER 89002374

NOM NATCR  STATE

REASONS FCR REVI EW

APPEAL: N DATA PRCBLEM N LANDSCAPE: N LESS THAN 50 YEARS: N
OrHER N PDI L: N PERI OD: N PRORAM UNAPPROVED: N
REQUEST: N SAMPLE N SLR DRAFT: Y NATI ONAL: N

GOMMENT WAl VER N
_"_"G<5EPT RETURN REJECT
ABSTRACT/ SUMWARY COMMENTS!

RECOM /CRI T

REVI EVEE

DI SCI PLIN

DATE C>9.-dy?

DOOUMENTATI ON see attached comments Y~/ see attached SLRfY/N



CLASSI FI CATI ON

count resource type

STATE FEDERAL ACENCY CERTI FI CATI ON

FUNCTI ON
historic current
DESCRI PTI ON
architectural «classification
materials

descriptive text

SI GNI FI CANCE
Peri od Areas of Significance—Check and justify bel ow
Specific dates Bui | der/ Architect

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

sumary paragraph

conpl et eness

clarity

applicable criteria

justification of areas checked

relating significance totheresource
cont ext

relationship of integrity to significance
justification of exception

ot her
Bl BLI OGRAPHY
CEQERAPH CAL DATA
acreage Averbal boundary description
U\s boundary justification
ACCOMPANYT NG DOOUMENTATI QN PRESENTATI ON
sketch naps NBD nmaps phot ogr aphs presentation
OHER COMMENTS

Questions concerning this nomnation nay be directed to
Phone

Si gned Dat e






























Please refer to the map In the
Multiple Property Cover Sheet
for this property

IVlultipie Property Cover Slieet Reference Number: 64QQ0305



