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Date prg 177~ (Or 1T'?7??)

source Morrison, "Wakefield's Old

Houses"
Style Opnrgian/r,reek Revival
Architect
gcetch Myp: Drawnap shew ng property's | ocation
inrelaticn to nearest cross streets and/or Exterior Wall Fabric pi *phnard
geographical features. Indicateall buildings
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NATi ai AL REQ STER (R TER A STATENVENT (i f appl i cabl e)

The Sweetser House is a well preserved exanple of local
"N e Georgian Vernacul ar house design and belongs to one of C
Wakefield' s promnent famlies. A 19th century occupant
« « of the house was Paul Hart Sweetser, one of the founder's
of the Massachusetts Teacher Association and very active
in town affairs. The house retains integrity of design,
materials, workmanship, feeling and association, and neets
o« ' €J(Ctptn>¥|. B & C of the NRHP. e

ARCHITECTORAL SGNIFICANCE Describe important architectural features and evaluate in terms of

other bwldlnﬁ_s within the conmunity. _
This is an excellent exanple of the [ocal Georgian Vernacular
house. The door surround of paneled pilasters supporting a
sinple entablatureand framng long sidelights appears to
have been added during the Geek Revival ﬁenod, about
1830-1850. Five bays long and 2h stories high; the clapboard
house had a gable roof framed with a boxed cornice. Wde
cornerboards and paired end windows are typical of [|ocal
building patterns, as is the conservative central chimey. The
Beverly jog, the two story addition with a shed roof, is
infrequently found in Wakefield, but is coomon further north
of Boston. The house was noved a short distance fromits
original site on Main and Nahant Streets.

HSTORCAL SAGNHCANCE Explain the role owers played inlocal or statehistory and how the

building relates to the devel opnent of the community.
The land on which the house stands was part of the original
Smth farm which was purchased from local Native Americans, A
and stretched from Crystal Lake to the border with Miden. 0
M chael Sv/eetser, who built this house about 1755, was the
first of the respected clan of Sweetsers. H's wife was a :
Smth, so i tls likely that he purchased the land fromhis
father-in-law. A later decendant, Paul Hart Sweetser, was one
of 19th century Wakefield' s nost respected town figures. Like
nost |ocal boys he trained as a shoemaker, but he attended the
South Readi ng Acadeny when i t opened i n |1828. H becane a

' teacher in Boston and Charlestown, helped to establish the

Massachusetts Teacher Association, and was editor ofits

journal. H was a longtime nenber of the Wakefield School

Board, and wrote nmany of it sannual reports. H ws also

active in the Abolitron novenent, held al nost every local

public office, and was twice a M ddlesex County Conm ssioner.

Bl BLI OCGRAPHY and/ or REFERENCES

maps 1765, M chael Sweetser

1795 Thomas Sweet ser
Eaton, Chester, and Eaton, WrrerV, Proceedings of the 250th
Anniversary of the Ancient town of Redding. Reading, 1896.
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SUPPLEMENTARY LI STING RECORD

NR S Reference Nunber: 89000699 Date Listed: 07/06/89
Sweet ser, M chael, House M ddl esex M\
Property Nane County State
Wakefield MRA

Mul tiple Nane

This property i slisted i ntheNational Register of Historic
Places i naccordance with theattached nom nation docunentation
subject tothefollow ng exceptions, exclusions, or anendnents,
notw thstanding theNational Park Service certification included
in thenom nation docunmentation.

7/c. 75t

WA Signature of t he Keeper Date of Action

Anended Itens i nNom nation:

Clarification of Criteria;

The property islisted for significance under criterion C only,
as a Ceorgian vernacul ar house.

This information was confirmed with AnnTait, Acting national
Regi ster Director, MASHPQ by tel ephone.

DI STRI BUTI ON: _ _
National Register property file _
Nom nating Authority (wthout nom nation attachment)
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CLASSI FI CATI ON

count ' resource type

STATE FEDERAL ACENCY CERTI FI CATI ON

FUNCTI ON
historic current
DESCRI PTI ON
architectural classification
"materials

descriptive text

SI GNI FI CANCE
Peri od Areas of Significance—heck and justify bel ow
Specific dates Bui | der/ Architect

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

sunmary paragraph

conpl et eness

clarity

applicable criteria
justification of areas checked
relating significance totheresource
cont ext

relationship of integrity to significance
justification of exception

ot her
Bl BLI OGRAPHY
CECRAPH CAL DATA
acreage Averbal boundary description
U\ boundary justification
ACCOMPANY! NG DOOUMENTATI QN PRESENTATI ON
sketch maps USGS naps phot ogr aphs presentation
OHER GOMMENTS

Questions concerning this nomnation nay be directed to
Phone
Si gned Dat e
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Please refer to the map In the
Multiple Property Cover Sheet
for this property

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000300



