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The Acadeny HistoricDistrict i slocated i n thecenter of thetown of Wlbrahamand i s a
visual and geographic focal point. |t contains thirty buildings ranging in date from

the last quarter of theeighteenth century tothelast quarter of thetwentieth century.
It i sconposed of sixty-five acres of spacious lawns and fields bounded by religious,
cultural and residential structures. Located principally along theeast and west sides
of Main Street, sone of thebuildings extend west on Faculty Street and east on

Mount ai n Road.

Ni ne buildings which face west on Main Street aredescribed bel ow j -
Wal | ace Blake Hall (F) - This building,constructed i n1970-76, was designed by t he "
New York firm of Perkins &Will. |tisa contenporary three floor brick building with
wood trim |t i sused for adormtory and faculty housing.

Mattern Hall (E) - This buildingwas constructed i n1969 and was al so designed by
Perkins &Wll. |tisatwostory contemporary building constructed of redbrick with
MAPA trim and i s used as a classroombuilding.

Od Acadeny (#1) - This federal period buildingwas designed i n1825 by Enoch Midge.

It i sconstructed of redbrick and i stwo stories inheight with an eight foot basenent.
I'ts ridge roof i scovered with slate and has a white clapboard bell tower. Fenestration
consists of 6/6 double hung sash throughout. Doors arelocated on t heeast, south

and north elevations. The main entrance which i son thesouth has a semi-circular
fanlight. Sem-circular windows arelocated i nthegables.

Fisk Hall (#2) - was designed by Gridley J. F. Bryant of Boston i n1851. |t i scon-
structed of redbrick with sandstone trim and i stwo stories inheight with afull
basement. |tsridge roof i scovered with slate and has a white clapboard cupola.

Fenestration i svaried: onthefirst floor and basement i ti s8 8 double hung sash;
on t hesecond floor i ti s8 88 triple hung sash ontheeast and west elevations, and
8/8 doxible hung sash with an eight pane transom on the =isouth and north elevations;
smal | oculi light theattic. A sandstone stringcourse links thesills of t hesecond
story windows. The main entrance, which i slocated i nthewest elevation, has a
rectangular transom and i sreached by stairs conposed of sandstone bl ocks.

A Binney Hall (#3) - was built in 1854t oreplace an earlier buildingwhich had been

outgrown. |t i sconstructed of redbrick and i stwo stories inheight with a full
basenment. [tsridge roof i scovered with?slate and i sintersected onthenorth
el evation by a hip-roofed ell. The cornice i scorbelled. Fenestration consists of

6/ 6 doiable hung sash.

Smith Hall Gymmasium (#28) - was built i n1896. |t i sconstructed of red sandstone>
and i stwostories inheight. [1tshipped roof i scovered with slate. Decorative
elements arederived mainly fromt heRomanesque revival and consist of round arches,

a heavily rusticated basement and a round tower containing a wought iron spiral
staircase on t henorthwest corner. The main entrance i slocated on t hewest elevation.

Aliimi Menorial chapel (#30) - i sa Gothic Revival structure designed i n1867 by
porter Cross of wilbraham |t i sconstructed of redsandstone and has a slate roof.
An el | i sattached tothenorth elevation and a butressed bell tower rises at the

sout hwest corner. The mmin entrance i slocated on t hewest elevation and i sset i n
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a small cross gable. The pointed arch opening contains a paneled double door and a rose
wi ndow. The windows i nthemin structure arepointed and contain stained glass. Those
of theell containclear glass. Small triangular dormers with decorative barge boards
pierce theroof.

O d Meetinghouse (#7) - was built i n1793 by Charles Brewer. | t has an asphalt shingled
roof and i ssheathed with clapboards. The aein entrance i slocated onthewest elevation
and has side lights as well as a rectangular transom | t i sflanked by wi ndows with

20/ 25/20 triple hung sash. The second story w ndows contain 10/ 10 double hung sash
beneath |ouvered pointed arches, a design which i srepeated i nthegable. the
remaining elevationi® fenestration consists of 15/15 double hung sash on thefirst floor,
and 10/ 10 on t hesecond. The building was originally constructed t ocontain one |arge
roomwith a efaulted ceiling. Although this arrangement was altered i n1835 when it was

converted toa two famly dwelling, thevault i sstill visible.

Hearse House (#8) - i sa small outbuilding which stands behind t hemeetinghouse. |t has
a ridge roof and i ssheathed with clapboards. Built i n1890, it housed t hetown hearses
until 1920.

Ei ght buildings which face east on Main Street aredescribed as follows:

Chapin House (#14) - was built i n 1855 by Samuel Pickering. | ti ssheathed with clap-
boards and has a ridge roof. An ell has been added t othe west elevation. Decorative
el ements consist of paneled corner pilasters, a pedimented door frame and an overhanging
bracketed cornice. N

Hodgki ns House (#13) - was constructed c. 1850 by Janes Luke and conbi nes G eek Revival
and Italianate elements. | t has a hipped roof and an overhanging cornice supported by
decorative brackets. A one story porch supported by fluted lonic colums extends around
the south,'.and east elevationsand i stermnated ontheeast by a polygonal bay.

W nchester House (#12) - was built i n1878 by Charles Parker. Hhe L-shaped building has
a ridge roof and i ssheathed with:clapboards. Polygonal bays areattached t ot he east
and south elevations, and a one story porch shelters thenmmin entrance ont heeast.

A portion of Brewer House (#11) is believedt ohave been built i n theearly nineteenth
century although its present design closely resenbles that of houses built i nthemddle
of thecentury. | thas aridge roof, a one story porch, bracketed cornice, pedinented
wi ndows, and i ssheathed i nclapboards.

Morrow House (#5) - was built i n1854 by Abel Bliss. The clapboard sheathed structure
has a hipped roof with a cupola and a bracketed cornice. An ell isattached to the
west elevation and a one story porch t othesouth elevation. An open portico shelters
the main entrance which i sframed by side lights.
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Rich Hall (#6) - was built i n1869. The four story building i sconstructed of red brick
with wood trim |t shipped roof i sbracketed and has a central cupola. The nineteen
bay facade i s organized around projecting end and central pavillions. The central
pavillion i senphasized by a segmentally arched cornice containing a large head of Atlas

supporting theglobe and a two story entrance portico. The bays of thefacade are
divided by pilasters termnating i nround arches. Their spandrels areornanented with
wooden nol dings on thepavillions (these arecontinued ontheside elevationsalthough
the pilasters arenot). Wndows are segmentally arched on t herecessed portion of the
facade and round arched elsewhere. n thefacade they ar e capped by projecting nmoldings.

Chamberlain Building (©Q - was built i n1962 by thefirm of McClintock & Craig. Tiie one
story redbrick building has a pedimented portico, and a central hexagonal dome. A
bal ustrade encircles theroof.

Bartlett House (#9) - was built by Samuel Pickering i n1840. The L-shaped building has
a ridge roof and i ssheathed with clapboards. A one story porch extends across three
quarters of thefacade (east elevation).

Jones House (#10) - was built i n1852. The two story building has a ridge roof and i s
sheathed with clapboards. Paneled pilasters defineitscorners and a one story porch
shelters it ssoutheast corner.

Ei ght buildings face south on Faculty Street:

Benton House (#4) - was built i n1827 by Able Bliss. The five bay center entry structure
has a ridge roof and i ssheathed with clapboards. An ell was added t ot herear elevation
when t hehouse was noved t ot hesite i n1854. | twas formerly located onthenorth

corner of Faculty and Main Streets. '

Shaw House (#15) - was bhuilt i n1855. This sinple side hall Geek Revival structure
is sheathed with clapboards and has a ridge roof, 1its entrance i sprotected by a ped-
imented portico.

James McQuire House (#16) - was built c¢.1850. This sinmple carpenter Gothic structure
has board and batten siding and a central cross gable.

Henry Hyde House (#17) - was built before 1865. Like theMQ@ire house it has board and
batten siding and a central cross gable which i nthis case projects t oforman enclosed
porch.

Betty Horne House (#18) - was built i n1850. | ti sa small story house sheathed with
a combination of clapboards and shingles. A cross gable withssimple stick work inter-
sects its east elevation. A screened porch has been added t oi t seast elevation.
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Clara Elkas House (#19) - was built i n1850. The one and one half story structure has a
ridge roof and i ssheathed with clapboards. | t has been altered by additions and detail
is mnimal.

Ruth W ght House (#20) - was built ¢.1850. | ti sa small clapboarded structure dis-
tinguished mainly by a cross gable. A screened porch has been added t ot he south
elevationciand anel |l tothenorth elevation.

Three buildings face north on Faculty Street;

Field House (#21) - originally served as a barn. Wen i twas noved t othis locationi n
the 1930's, large redbrick wings were added t ot henorth and south elevations. It s
present appearance i sthat of a contenporary Colonial Revival structure.

Greenhal gh Gymasiim (A) - i sa nmodern redbrick structure designed i n1951by Allen
Jackson of Boston. | ti sattached tothefield house by an enclosed wal kway.

Lake House (B) - was designed i n1956 by Richard Mrgan of Wlbraham | ti sa nodern
ranch styl e house sheathed with clapboards.

Mount ai n Road House(#29) - was built i n1854. | ti sasinmple ridge roofed structure
sheathed with clapboards. s

Dean's House (D) - was built i n1956. | ti sa contenporary Colonial Revival structure.
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or extensive thecourse was adapted tothecircunstances and needs of t hepupils. The
menbers of theclass carried theplan of theschool into other institutions with which
t hey became connected and no doubt opened the way for t heestablishment of theol ogy
schools i ntheMethodist Church. This theology school was one of, i f not thefirst i n
New Engl and.

The Acadeny al so contributed t ot heeconom c devel opment of t hecenter of wilbraham:
Mbst of t hehomes al ong Faculty Street and Main Street i nthis area were originally
built by Acadeny teachers or preachers. Oher residents, inearly days, boarded pupils
as a neans of supplementary income. The jobs available i ntherunning of theschool,
and t hebusiness enterprises of those connected with theschool all aided thelocal
econony.

The architectural significance of the Acadeny Historic District is derived fromthe
diversity of styles represented within its boundaries. The separate dwellings - both
privately owned and school owned ar e good exanples of thegrowtli of thearea as repre-
sented by thetypes of construction. The largest building. Rich Hall (1860/61, #6),
was naned for Isaac Rich of Boston, a patron and Trustee of t heAcadeny for 18 years
and t hefounder of Boston University. This building was partially funded bythe
Massachusetts legislatures actions of 1859 and 1860. Resolves signed by Governor
John A Andrew on March 29, 1860 provi ded $22,000 toward indebtedness with nmonies from
the sale of Back Bay lands. Rich Hall has been i nconstant use since 1861, withthe
exception of theperiod of rebuilding and change from Wesl eyan Acadeny t o W | braham
Acadeny i n1911/1912.

Across Main Street ontopof aterracedhill thethree original school buildings are
situated. O d Acadeny (1825, #1) i sthefirst of theoriginal three buildings. Wen
first erected this building was theschool. |t housed thestudents, provided class-

rooms, a chapel, storage space and library. The ladies and gentlenmen used separate
entrances.

Fisk Hall (1851, #2), second of thethree original buildings, was built after a design

by Gridley Bryant of Boston and naned after Reverend Doctor W I bur Fisk, the school's
first principal (1826-1831) and President of Wesleyan University 1831-1839. The entire
second floor was used as a chapel. Here hung theportraits of thetrustees and principals.

The third classroom building Binney Hall (1854, #3) was naned after Col onel Anos Binney,
the first President of theBoard of Trustees - 1824-1830. Al | of theclassroom buildings
have been i nconstant use since their erection and areconsidered t heheart of t heschool.

Goi ng south down Main Street i stheO d Meeting House (1793, #7). This is believedto

be theoldest Methodist Meeting House still standing i nNew England. | n 1835 the
Meeting House was sold and becane a private dwelling at which time it was altered into
a two famly house. | t has remained basically unchanged since that time. This building

has been purchased by t he Town of Wl braham and i s being leased t othelocal Historical
Society which is planning touse i t as a nuseum
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In addition t ot heAcadeny and t he Meeting House t hepresent Bartlett dwelling (1840, #9)
was at one time a post office, local stage depot and store.

The Jones dwelling (1853) served as t heMethodi st parsonage f or a period of time as well
as aprivate dwelling. : :

Anong t he fanous people who add significance tothis Acadeny Historic District are:

Rev. Dr. W/ bur Fisk 1792-1839
Headnmast er Wesl eyan Acadeny 1825-1830
President Wesl eyan University 1831-1839
Trustee Wesl eyan Acadeny 1824-1839 » #

I saac Rich 1801-1872
Benefactor of Wesl eyan Acadeny and Wesl eyan University
Founder of Boston University
Maj or contributor torebuilding of new boarding house and ot her buil dings

CGeorge Rand "
Trustee ‘
Menber of Rand, Avery & Co. which piiblished Uncle Toms Cabin i n 1854

Mabel Wl ch . "
Town resident and graduate of Wesl eyan Acadeny
Noted painter of international fane of mniatures on ivory. Permanent exhibits of
her work arein::Philadel phia Miseum Corcoran Art Gallery (Washington, D.C),
Metropolitan Art Galleries i nBrooklyn and Manhatten, New YorKk.

Lucy Stone .o nox
G aduate of Wesl eyan Acadeny i n 1840's
Vs t hefounder of thefirst wonmen's |iberation nmovenent ,

Charles Pratt .
Attended t he Acadeny i nt he 1850's '
Founder of thePratt Institute i nBrooklyn, New York i n 1887
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western edge of Main Street. The boundary then turns southerly for 123", then crosses
Main Street and runs easterly for 1165 . |t then turns southerly for 1103° alongthe
rear | ot lines of theAcadeny buildings tothenorthern edge of Mountain Road. |t runs
along theroad for 869" then crosses over and travels along theeast | ot line of #7 for
217", 1 t then turns westerly and northerly along thesouth [ ot lines of #7 and #10 f or
approxi mately 414", crossing over Main Street. | tthen proceeds westerly for 1243 along
the south | ot lines of #9 and #21-~ ., then northerly for 1084' t ot hepoint of beginning.
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451 Main Street
W | braham M. 01095
March 1, 1979 . .

M. Wlliam J. Mirtagh

Keeper of t heNational Register

U S. Departnment of thelnterior AN N,
Heritage Conservation & Recreation Service ; ;
Washington, 0O C 20243

Dear M. Mirtagh: : % .. *

| certify that | amthelegal owner of theproperty at the address
above, and that property i slocated i ntheAcadeny Historic District
whi ch has been nominated totheNational Register of Historic Places.
Further, 1 have reviewed and understand theeffects of Section 2124 of
the Tax Reform Act of 197" (Public Law 94-455) and it"' srelation to the
above property, and | have no objection tothat Act.

| would like you toknowthat | favor thenomnation of theAcadeny
Historic District and itsinclusion i ntheNational Register of Historic
Pl aces.

- Sincerely,

Ann Jones






25 Faculty Street
W | braham M. 01095
March 1, 1979 xv

M. WIlliam J. Murtagh .

Keeper of theNational Register

U S Department of the Interior

Heritage Conservation & Recreation Service

Washington, 0O C 20243 o<, '

Dear M. Muirtagh:

| certify that I amthelegal owner of theproperty at the address
above, and that property i slocated i ntheAcadeny Historic District
whi ch has been nominated totheNational Register of Historic Places.
Further, | have reviewed and understand t heeffects of Section 2124 of
the Tax Reform Act of 197~ (Public Law 94-455) and it'srelation to the
above property, and I have no objection tothat Act.

| would like you toknowthat | favor thenomnation of the Acadeny
Historic District and itsinclusion i ntheNational Register of Historic
Pl aces.

Sincerely,

James B. McQuire
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29 Faculty Street
W | braham M. 01095
March 1, 1979

M. WIlliam J. Murtagh

Keeper of theNational Register o !
U S Department of the Interior

Heritage Conservation & Recreation Service

Washington, O C 20243 '

Dear M. Mirtagh: o

| certify that I amthelegal owner of theproperty at the address
above, and that property i slocated i nthe Acadeny Historic District
whi ch has been nominated t o theNational Register of Historic Places.
Further, | have reviewed and understand theeffects of Section 2124 of
the Tax Reform Act of 197" (Public Law 94-455) and it'srelation to the
above property, and | have no objection tothat Act.

| would like you to know that | favor the nomnation of the Acadeny
Historic District and its inclusion i nthe National Register of Historic
Pl aces.

Sincerely,

Henry Hyde
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39 Faculty Street
W | braham M. 01095
March 1, 1979

M. WIlliam J. Murtagh '

Keeper of theNational Register

U S Departnent of thelnterior . Y
Heritage Conservation& Recreation Service * <
Washington, D C 20243 D .

Dear M. Mirtagh: e . , V

| certifythat | amthe | egal owner of the propertyat the address
above, and that propertyis locatedin the Acadeny Historic District
whi ch has been nonmi natedto t he Nati onal Regi ster of Historic Pl aces.
Further, | have revi ewedand understand the effectsof Section?2124 of
t he Tax Ref ormAct of 19ji (Public Law94-455)andit'srelationtothe
above property, and | have no objectionto that Act. A

| would like you toknowthat | favor thenomnation of the Acadeny
Historic District and itsinclusion i ntheNational Register of Historic
Pl aces.

. .'s! AL Sincerely,

, - Clara El kas
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43 Faculty Street
W | braham M. 01095
March 1, 1979

M. WIlliam J. Murtagh .,
Keeper of the National Register 8 o] e e
U S Departnent of the Interior

Heritage Conservation & Recreation Service LY

Washington, D C 20243 ' ' "o

Dear M. Mirtagh: > . :

| certify that | am the legal owner of the property at the address
above, and that property islocated i nthe Acadeny Historic District
whi ch has been nominated to the National Register of Historic Places.
Further, | have reviewed and understand the effects of Section 2124 of
the Tax Reform Act of 1967 (Public Law 94-455) and it'srelation tothe
above property, and | have no objection to that Act.

| would like you to know that | favor thenomnation of the Acadeny
Historic District and itsinclusion i nthe National Register of Historic
Pl aces.

Sincerely,

[ sabelle Pierson
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447 Main Street
W | braham M. 01095

March 1, 1979
M. WIiliam J. Murtagh
Keeper of theNational Register : .
U S. Departnent of thelnterior e "oee L. b
Heritage Conservation & Recreation Service ' ' b
Washi ngton, D. C. 20243 "o "
Dear M. Mirtagh: 4 ? /

| certify that I amthelegal owner of theproperty at theaddress ¢
above, and that property i slocated i ntheAcadeny Historic District
whi ch has been nominated totheNational Register of Historic Places.
Further, 1 have reviewed and understand theeffects of Section 2124 of
the Tax Reform Act of 19" (Public Law 94-455) and it' srelationtothe '
above property, and | have no objection tothat Act.

| would like you toknowthat | favor thenomnnation of theAcadeny '
Historic District and itsinclusion i ntheNational Register of Historic
Pl aces.

Sincerely,

Alvin Bartlett






W | br aham Monson- Acadeny
423 Main Street
W | braham M. 01095

March 1, 1979
M. WIlliam J. Murtagh
Keeper of theNational Register
U S Departnent of the Interior
Heritage Conservation & Recreation Service
Washington, DO C 20243
Dear M. Mirtagh: AN oA

1 certify that I amthelegal owner of theproperty at the address
above, and that property i slocated i ntheAcadeny Historic District
whi ch has been nominated to theNational Register of Historic Places.
Further, 1| have reviewed and understand theeffects of Section 2124 of
The Tax ReformAct of 1976 (Public Law 94-455) and it' srelation to the
above property and I have no objection tothat Act.

| would like you toknowthat | favor thenomnation of the Acadeny
Historic District and itsinclusion i ntheNational Register of Historic
Pl aces.

Mincerely,

r
Francis M Casey ]
Presi dent /

W | br aham Monson Acadeny
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TOWN OF WILBRAHAM

OFFICE OF THE TOWN OFFICE BUILDING

BOARD OF SELECTMEN
WILBRAHAM,
JOHN M. LOVEJOY

FRANK J. HORACEK
TRUMAN R. SWALLOW

March 2, 1979
M. Bruce MacDougal
U S Departnment of Interior
Heritage Conservation & Recreation Service
Washi ngton, O C 20243 V..

Dear Bruce:

Here areall thesigned documents which should effectively
waive thethirty-day waiting period. Wuld you |look about and
drop ne anote confirmngthat the Acadeny Historic Dostricti s
or i snot inyour shop. | would appreciate it.

Wth kind regards,

John M JVej oy, Cha

BSard of Sel ectnen

JM.: s
Encl osures

«S cvvcl»*t<i-, cMAct vWo. [Aito*. avrcAaty
WijlVI~ tvveVojcd. ta~~ifiii HC ojrit «A»Jt Wxipe|p<Ait

MASS.

240 SPRINGFIELD STREET

01095
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TOWN OF WILBRAHAM

OFFICE OF THE TOWN OFFICE BUILDING
BOARD OF SELECTMEN 240 SPRINGFIELD STREET

JOHN M. LOVEJOY WILBRAHAM, MASS. 01095
FRANK J. HORACEK
TRUMAN R. SWALLOW

March 2, 1979

M. Wlliam J. Murtagh T
Keeper of t he National Register . o /!
U S Department of thelnterior .

Heritage Conservation & Recreation Service
Washi ngton, DO C 20243 S,

Dear M. Mirtagh:

| certify that | amthelegal owner of theproperty at
450 Main Street, and that property i slocated i nthe Acadeny
Historic District which has been nominated totheNational
Register of Historic Places. Further, 1 have reviewed and
understand theeffects of Section 2124 of t he Tax Ref ormAct
of 1967 (Public Law 94-455) and itsrelation totheabove pro-
perty, and | have no objection tothat Act.

| would like youtoknowthat | favor thenomnation of the
Acadeny Historic District anditsinclusion i ntheNational
Register of Historic Places.

Sincerely,

John M Lovejoy, Q7a
Board of Sel ect men

JM.: s
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mil) s%-n"3
A51 Main Street

W | braham Mass. 01095
- March 9, 1979

M. WIIliamMirtaugh, H32- NR
Kee&er of theNational Register
S Department of the lnterior
Heritage Conservatlan & Recreati®n Ser
. Washington, D G 20273

Dear M. Mirtaugh: « ' .
h Saturday March 3t 1979 a selectman cane t o ny house

and urged ne tosign aformletter i nrelation tothe Nation-
al Register of Historic places (copy of which | enclose).

| wish tohave ny naiae renoved aa a signatory until | have
been informed nore thoroughly what theprogramentails., and
how i t affects ne i nrelation tony property. | donot

have any material prior tothis and would apPreciat.e It very
Bueh i f youwould send ne what | need tobe ftully informed.

Thantc you.

Sincerely yours,

All D (Ms. Ann Jones),

\14

.4 t-'tS-
Si
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TELEPHONE REPORT

CFHl CE OF AROEQ.GGY AND H STAR C PRESERVATI N

PROJECT: yAyNAc ML AN A
TO FROM (MR UM OAAN DATE: NN
[fA]- FI(AyJdrN e N BDE "

STAFF MEMVEER ~ ~ ~ A~ S A DV SION

REPCRT:  /



ENTR ES | NTHE NATI ONAL REQ STER
STATE MASSACHUSETTS

Dat e Entered

Neune Locati on

Acadeny Historic District W | br aham
Hanpden Count y

Bl ackl nt on Houses and Par k Attl eboro
Bristol County

Al'so Notified
Honorable Paul G Tsongas |
Honor abl e Edward M Kennedy State Historic Preservation Officer
Honor abl e Edward P. Bol and Ms. Patricia L. Wesl owski
Honorabl e Margaret M Heckl er Executive Director

Massachusetts Historical Conm ssion
294 Washi ngton Street

. Bost on, Massachusetts 02108
NR Byers/bjr 4/ 27/ 79

For further information, please call theNational Register at (202)343-6401.
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