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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN). PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The South Hero Inn is located at the junction of South Street and U.S. 
Route 2 at the east end of South Hero Village. The main section of the 
Inn is 2 1/2 stories high with Federal and Greek Revival stylistic elements, 
built on a rectangular central hall plan with gable ends facing north and 
south. The walls are constructed of locally quarried coursed hammered -stone 
blocks. The building is capped by a gable roof sheathed with standing seam 
metal roofing. A stone interior chimney is located at each gable end. 
The building is five bays wide by three H>yas deep and has evenly set 
rectangular windows with 2/2 sash flanked by louvered shutters. Sills and 
lintils are cut stone. The soffits and freize are adorned with mutules and 
guttae.

The north (Route 2) portico is the most prominent feature of the structure. 
It consists of two tiers of four, square timber columns, with an inter­ 
mediate balcony, supporting the gable roof overhang. The pedimented gable 
roof overhang is infilled with flush horizontal boards and is adorned with 
a central louvered fan. The first floor and balcony are enclosed by a 
plain wooden railing which is echoed above with comparable wood valances. 
An oval datestone above the door reads 1829.

The central entrance of the east elevation is capped by a fanlight and 
flanked by sidelights. It's framed by a gabled entrance porch supported 
by six turned timber columns. An oval datestone reading 1829 is also 
located above this door.

The south side of the building is constructed of rougher cut stone than 
the more visually prominent elevations and has no windows in its central 
bay. The gable is adorned by two half-round windows.

A clapboarded, 2 1/2-story, gable-roofed ell, with altered irregular fenes- 
tration, slate roof and two brick interior stove chimneys, extends west 
from the main building. This structure has a small one-story, rectangular- 
gabled addition centered along its south elevation. A 1 1/2-story, rectan­ 
gular, gable-roofed shed extends south from the west end of the ell. 
Further west, sited in line with the shed, is a smaller shed and a 2-story 
barn and carriage port.

West of the ell are a series of three small flush-board sided motel cabins 
dating from the first half of the twentieth century. These buildings are 
capped with gable roofs sheathed with asphalt shingles and have full en­ 
closed porches along their east (Route 2) elevations.

Although the house has undergone many interior remodelings, some significant 
interior fabric does remain including:

wooden fireplace, window framing and wainscoting in the west first 
floor room of the main house;
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wainscoting, splayed window- framing and columned entryway in 
the first floor room of the main house;

ornate pressed metal ceiling in the dining room in the ell.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The South Hero Inn is significant as the dominant architectural landmark 
of the village of South Hero. The structure illustrates the vernacular 
hybridization of the Federal and Greek Revival styles executed in the local 
stone block building tradition of the area.

The structure has been in continuous use as an inn since the early nineteenth 
century. The establishment served through travelers between Burlington and 
Canada as well as people who came to use the area's mineral springs. In 
the late nineteenth - ^early twentieth century the establishment was known 
as the Island House and was operated by C. S. Keller and later F. F. Alien. 
The structure is being considered for adaptation as a bank.
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