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1. Name of Property
historic name  West Brick School

other names/site number  West District School, West School

2. Location

street & number 1592 OldTurnpike Road | | not for publication
city or town Oakham vicinity

state  Massachusetts code MA county Worcester code 027 zip code 01068

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended,

| hereby certify that this _y” nomination request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards
for registering properties in the National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional
requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.

In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register Criteria. | recommend that this property
be considered significant at the following level(s) of significance:

national statewide local
' A ATyiryMN ScyYY/n-A VMU.st/u;' /<30 AN
Signature of certifying official/Title Brona Simon, SHPO, MA Historical Commission n Date

State or Federal agency/bureau or Tribal Government

In my opinion, the property meets __ does not meet the National Register criteria.
Signature of commenting official Date
Title State or Federal agency/bureau or Tribal

Government



United States Department of the Interior

National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form
NPS Form 10-900 OMB No. 1024-0018

West Brick School
Name of Property

4. National Park Service Certification
| hereby oertify that this propenty is:

V entered in the National Register
. determined not eligible for the National Register

other (explain:) A

Signature of the Keeper

5. Classification

Ownership of Property Category of Property
(Check as many boxes as (Check only one box.)
apply.)
private X building(s)
public - Local district
public - State site
public - Federal structure
object

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property
listing)

N/A

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions.)

EDUCATION/schoolhouse
DOMESTIC/single dwelling/seasonal

(Expires 5/31/2012)

Worcester, MA
County and State

. determined eligible for the National Register

. removed from the National Register

3-t-i/

Date of Action

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the
count.)

Contributing ~ Noncontributing

1 buildings
district
site

4 structure
object

5 Total

Number of contributing resources previously
listed in the National Register

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions.)

VACANT/not in use
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7. Description

Architectural Classification Materials
(Enter categories from instructions.) (Enter categories from instructions.)
EARLY REPUBLIC/elements of Federal foundation: STONE

walls: BRICK

roof: ASPHALT

other:

Narrative Description

(Describe the historic and current physical appearance of the property. Explain contributing and noncontributing
resources if necessary. Begin with a summary paragraph that briefly describes the general characteristics of the
property, such as its location, setting, size, and significant features.)

Summary Paragraph

LOCATION AND SETTING

The Wes Brick Schodl isasmall, Federd-period, brick, oneroom schoodhouse, that preserves largdy undtered, both its
exterior ad interior fabric. It islocated in the northwest comer of the cantrd Massachusattshill town of Ogkham, in
Worcester County. Oekham is Stuated in the north-central saction of the county, about eghteen miles northwest of the
city of Worceser (the second-largest city in New England). Higtoricaly asparsdy settled fanning community, the town
maintained its agricultura economy well into the 20° century. With apopulation of fewer than 2,000 citizenstoday
(1,914 in 2008), Cekham hes undergone rdatively little 20* and 2r'-century suburben devdopment by comperison to
some other neatby towns Itsdigance from interdate highways and mgor date highways isalikey explanation for the
town's lack of modan growth. Although very little agriculture is carried on here today, some aress of the town, including
the town center, 4till presarve much of their 1S*- and 19™-century rurd character.

Narrative Description

Built of handmede red brick, the Wes Brick Schod (Photos # 1,2, & 3) isrectangular in plan and mesares about 32 x
28 feet. Reding on alow stonefoundation, this wel-preserved, gable-front, oneroom schodhouse is I'7adories in height
with athree-bay, Sdehdl-entry main facede. It hes pairs of windows on the et and north sdes, whilethe wes wall is
blind. Classcd pediments a the front and rear ae of dgpboard. Charecteridic of the Fedard tyle are the plain design of
the building, solid brick wdlslaid in American bond with narrow mortar joints, and shalow eaves with anarrow frieze
and low-relief corice mouldings. The schod Sts onalot of about 1 13 acresand is s back gpproximeately eghteen feet
from agraght, flat section of Old Turnpike Road. Mogt of the former schoolyard, which wes once & leadt partidly open
to providefor play aress (notice open field on right of Illustration # 1), is now grown up with tressand brush. A done
wall, mostly hidden by trees and overgrowth, extends around portions of the perimeter of the lot (sse Sketch Map of
Property). At the front and on the immediate eest Sde of the schodl building are plantings, including roses and iris.
Howers can be samin this location in the 1890s photograph. 1t is assumed, however, that the current plantings date from
the 20"-century period when the sthod was used as asummea home Wood trellises, mounted on the wall of the main
feBede eat of the entrance, dso survive from that period. Located on the samel ot (gpproximeatdy six feet north of the
road and about forty feet wes of the schodl building) are the remains of a primitive sone sructure of unidentified ue and
origin, which gopears to date to the 19* century or earlier (sse Sketch Map of Property ad Photos# 8, 9& 10). Ove
the pedt two decades limited suburben resdentid devdopment hes taken place in the open fields that origindly
surounded the schodl and its grounds; nevarthdess, this section of Old Turnpike Roed is still sami-rurd in charadter.
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SCHOOL BUILDING

Sate of Preservation

The Wes Brick Schod building is an unusually wel-preserved example of an early 19%-oantury aneroom schodl.
Dexpite its age, the building has suffered aurprigngy few aterations snce its condrudtion. Fen dhanges were mede
dther during the nearly 100 years thet it was in use asa rurd schod, ar by its successve owvnas Mod aurprisng is the
fact thet <0 few changes weare mede during its 66 years (1936-2002) asa mme rerest. The only plumbing fixtures
indalled as convenienoss were a hand-gperated water pump and an enamded cad-iron kitchen ank (sse Plan). Ndther
indoor tailet fadilities nar dedtridty were ever addad, dthough evidence of a tdgohone connedtion exigs A karcsne
ocookgove dill in place provided for cooking. The building gpparently recaved rdativdy good maintenance over maod of
its lifdime However, befare roof repairswere made in 1992, the southwest comer of thewood cdlling in the entry hall
and a partion of the et 9de of the cailing in the shodroom suffered water damage  In reoant year s there has bean loss
of matar in some aress of the brick exterior. The autward movament of the uppa partion of thewet and ead walls is
al of aurrent concam. Tie bars of unknoan date (20th century) exig on the et and west 9des gpparantly put in place
to ramady Smilar earlier autward movamnat of the walls Temparary supparts have bem ingalled in the shodroom to
rdieve the drudura loed until repairs to the wall can bemede (Phatos #4, 5, & 6).

Exterior

At the entrance, located & the west end of the main faBade, isaheavily wegthered, unpainted, mid 19*-century, four-pand
door. Abovethe door isatransom, glered with adgngle pere of glass A ca 1890s photogreph shows that thiswas
origindly amultipane light, glazed with possbly eght or ten panes (Illustration # 1). At the canter of the pediment on
the main falBede isasngle window with 6/12 saeh, which lights the attic. The rear pediment, gpparently atered, hes no
window and no projecting eaves (Photo # 3). Thare mey never have bean awindow in the reer pediment Snce asingle
interior chimney for awooddove rigesin the central section where one should be located. Today, battened-wood exterior
shutters, of the type saan in the 1890s photograph, cover windows on dl ddes as a protection for the unoccupied building.

Thefloor plan of the ground floor indudes an entry hal on the west 9de, with an endosad dorege area and Sarway
behind it, and, on the eet, awell-lit schoolroom that extends the full depth of the building (sse Plan). In the hdf-gory is
an unfinished attic, illuminated by the window at the canter of the pediment onthe mainfacade. Thereisno cdlar.

Thewes dde of the schodl, which correpondsto the entry hall that runs dong maod of the length of that 9de, is blind
(with no openings). The schodroom recaves ample naturd light from pairs of windowslocated in the south, ees, and
narth gdes, which arefitted with 12/12 sash (some of which gppesr to beearly). The pagtion of the window immediatdy
et of the entrance an the main fafade has bem lowvered dightly fram the pagtion ssen in the 1890s phatagraph of the
ghod (compare Phatos # 1 & 2 with lllugration # 1).

Attached to the wall onthe exterior of the blind west Sde of the building are afew wood remnants of avehide shed, ssn
in the 1890s phatograph (compare Illustration # 1 and Photo #2). At the rear of what was the shed can d<0 be senone
wall of an outhouse, which gpparently dates from the period of the building's use as asummer resdence. Outhouses—one
for girlsand one for boys—ussd during the building's time as aschool, were probably both located & some digance
behind the building (see Sketch Map of Property ad Photo # 11, which show the location and remains of a collgpsed
shed-roofed outhouss). Two piles of Sones (ssen on the Sketch Map and in Photo # 12) eedt of the collgpsad outhouse
may have hed some assodiation, currently unidentified, with earlier outhouses

Interior

Indde, ealy 19*-cantury wood panding, wainscot, and woodwork survives: Thewalls of the entry hal are covered with
hand-planed, beeded verticd boards The style of the beed used here, and in the schoolroom as well, suggests apre-1840
date Through adoorway & the north end of the entry hal isan unfinished endosad goece, probably origindly intended
for the dorage of wood. Fading the door from the hdlway into this goeceis awide Sairway, that wes added & an
unidentified dete to provide essy acoess to the attic. Thissarway wes gpparently salvaged intact from some other
building and added |ater. The door to the dorege arealSarway isasx-pand, early 19 -century door with an inset latch
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and a doorknadb of woad, prabably also braught from anathe location and indalled haea alate date (Photo # 13).
Transoms which once exiged above the doars betwem the hal and the schodroom and the hall and the gorage room,
have bam removad and ther gpenings boarded up (Phatos # 13,14 & 5).

Thedox fram the entry hal to the schodroom is mede of battened flushboeards and gppears to be original to the building
(on far right in Photo # 13). It ishung aniron pintds and has handwrought drap "bean”  hinges attached with wrought
nails (Photo # 14). Thedaor latch, typical of the early 19¢ century, isa thumbHatch, which condds of cag, damped, and
wraught dements (on right. Phato # 15). The four walls of the schodroom are sheethed in hand-planed, beeded wainsoot
of wide baerdslaid horizontally. Shadows of built-in bendhes (18 inches high) that ance provided seeting for pupils can
be san in the waingoot along the south, west, and narth walls of the schodroom (see dark horizonta line on wainsooet.
Phato #4). Evidence of thar supparts aurvivesin the floor an the south and narth ddes only.  Above the waingoat, walls
aed plader, exagpt an thewall that divides the shodroom fram the entry hall. Thewall above the wainsoat in thet area
iscompaoead of vertical boards the same ones that divide the entry hall from the schodroom (Phato #5). Stretching
horizontally acrass the plager walls betwean the windows of the schodroom are plain boards (1 x 44 inches) indalled
with wire nails, praoably in the late 19+ to the early20* oentury. Ther purposeisundear. Stuated high on thewall, and
apparatly na suppartsfor coethooks they may have served for tadking papa's up an thewall. Thecdlings of bah the
antry hall and the sthodroom are shesthed in boards of random widths laid flush (Photo # 4).

Interior window frames condg of plain, unmdded boardsreging on godls that areflush with and match the quare-
stion mdding a thetgp of the wainsoot. A chimney for a wooddove prgjeds into the schodroom from bawean the
two windoas an the narth wall. Although na now attached to the chimney, a cag-iron wood dove (Glenwood, ca. 1899)
isdill found in the raom (Photo #6). A large plain dorage cabingt, simenhat revorked, but of prabable early 19+
amtury date isin place on the west wall of the schodroom. A date blackboard oocupies the uppe partion of the south
ed of the wes wall of the roam (Photo # 5).

Graffiti

Graffiti found in the entrance hdl of the schoolhouse indude savard examples of a carved symbadl that ds gopears in
large numbers a the 1790 Candia, New Hampshire schodhouse now & the Old Sturbridge Village Musaum in Sturbridge,
Massechusdts Thissymboal tekesthe form of a pointed dlipse, oriented verticaly, with "a point or other pit mark a its
center™ (Photo # 17). (See section 8for further explanation.)

STONE STRUCTURE

A donedructure, circular in plan (about 8 feet in diameter) and of unknown origin and purpose isfound on the grounds
west of the schod building (Photos #8, 9, & 10). It iscongructed of undressed fiel dstones and hes the gopesranceof a
collgosad dome Its materids and primitive mode of condruction suggest that it could date to the 19* century, if not
earlier. Thedones of random shgpes and Szes, are piled upon one ancther to ahaght of gpproximately three feet. These
donesmey originaly have bean laid by the corbd method to areate alow, covered goece with adomed celling. Onthe
north sde of this Sructure isanarrow, uncovered pessege thaet might once have given aooess to an opening into the goece
under the auppossd dome (Photo # 10). This pessege mesares about eéghteen inches in width and about eighteen inches
from front to back.

No documentation hes bean found to explain the assodaion of this sructure with the schoadl or to indicate what its
origind purpose might have been. Robat Arnold, ason of Maud Arnold, who owned the property for many years esa
umme retredt, bdieves it may have bean the beee of a flagpolefor the schoal.!

OUTHOUSE

The remains of a collgpsed, one-s=et, shedroofed outhouse built of wood survives near the northwest comer of the
property (Photo #11, see Sketch Map of Property for location). Itispresumed that it isone of thetwo outhouses that
sarvad the schoodl, ad that it isfound in or neer itsorigina location.

s Ceccacd tdegphone conversation with Robert Arnold, July 19, 2000.
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STONE WALLS

Propearty boundarieson al sdesof the schodl |ot ere marked, in part, by Sonewadlsbuilt of fieldstone in the traditional
manner of 19*-cantury New England agricultural sonewall congruction. Onthe wall that runsaong the beck of thelot
ae two piles of gone (Sketch map of Property and Photo #12), which res up againg the ingde (south Sde) of the wall.
The purpose of these caimlike dructuresis nat known.

Archaeological Deription

While no andent Native American Stes are known on the schodl property, dtesmay exid. Three dtesare recorded in the
genad area (within one mile), al located in dase proximity to tributary sreamsof the Were River. Environmenta
charecteridics of the schodl property represent locationd criteria (dope, soil drainage, proximity to wetlands) that ere
favorable for the presanoe of Native Stes The schodl s located on an excessvey drained, levd to moderaidy doping
glacid outwash plainin dose proximity to wetlands. Five smdl pondsand atributary dream of Burrow Brook are

located within 1,000 feet of the school. Burrow Brook isatributary dreem of the Ware River, pat of the
Chicopeg/Connecticut River Watershed.  Soils on the property range from sandy loam to gravelly, loamy sand formed in
glacid outwash. Given the ebove information, the 9ze of the propearty (gpproximatdy 133 acres), and known pettems of
Native setlement in the Worceser Hateau uplands, amaoderate to high potentia exigts for locating significant ancient
Native American resources on the schodl property.

A high potentid &0 exids for the recovery of higtoric archasologicd  resources on the schodl property. Structurd
evidence may survive from an earlier wood-frame sthodl (1791) that was moved of f the property in ca 1827 prior to
condruction of the Wedt Brick Schodl. 1t is unknown whether an earlier schodl elso existed on the property. Structurd
evidence of barns gables and outbuildings may dso survive on the proparty assodated with both the 1791 and ca 1827
schod buildings. The wooden remnants of a vehicle or cart shed, shown on an 1890s photograph, ae visible on the west
dde of the building. Archaeologicd evidence may d<o survive from occupationd-rated features (tragh pits, privies,
wdls) assodaed with both schodl buildings ad the existing school's use es asumme resdencein the 20 century. A
wal from acallgpsad outhouse, parhgps used during the building's use both as a school and asummer resdence, is
presat & the rear of wha wes the vehide shed. Earlier outhouses may have bean located some disiance behind the
schoadl building. Two piles of sones, eedt of the collgpsed outhouse, mey be assodated with the earlier outhouses The
remains of a donedructure of unidentified use and origin islocated Sx feet north of the road and about 40 feet west of
the school. The dry-laid Sone Sructure may date tothe 19% century or earlier, and hes bean conjectured to be a flagpole
bese for the schoal.

END
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8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria

(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying
the property for National Register listing.)

Property is associated with events that have
made a significant contribution to the broad
patterns of our history.

Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant
and distinguishable entity whose components
lack individual distinction.

Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:

A

Owned by a religious institution or used for
religious purposes.

removed from its original location.

a birthplace or grave.

a cemetery.

a reconstructed building, object, or structure.
a commemorative property.

less than 50 years old or achieving significance
within the past 50 years.

(Expires 5/31/2012)

Worcester, MA
County and State

Areas of Significance

(Enter categories from instructions.)
ARCHITECTURE

COMMUNITY PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT
EDUCATION

Period of Significance

Ca. 1827-1960 dates as school & vacation home

Significant Dates
ca.1827-school built
1920 - school ceases operation

1936 - building begins use as vacation home

Significant Person
(Complete only if Criterion B is marked above.)

Cultural Affiliation

Architect/Builder

unknown



NPS Form 10-900 OMB No. 1024-0018 (Expires 5/31/2012)

Period of Significance (justification)

For nearly 100 years the Wes Brick Schod (officially known as the West Schoal) ws the place where the children of
Oekham families, living on the farms that occupied the northwest comer of Oakham, weere educated. Built around 1827,
the building saved as aschod until 1920, After ending its caresr as an educationd ingtitution, the Wes Brick Schod
took onanew life as arudic vacation resdence. Thisnew uss, beginningin 1936 and lasting through 2002, extends its
period of dgnificance to 1960, the 50-year higtoric cutoff date

Criteria Considerations (explanation, if necessary)

Statement of Significance Summary Paragraph (Provide a summary paragraph that includes level of significance and
applicable criteria.)

As the eerlies schod building and the best presarved  19*-century oneroom school in Oskham, the West Brick Schoal
meds Nationd Regiger CriteriaA and C & the locd levd.

It isggnificant under Criterion A for itsrolein 19" and early 20*-century education in Ogkham. Itisaso areminder of
the dhanges in education that occurred during the early 20¢ century, when improvements in trangportation and in
educaiond aspiraions maede oneroom rurd sthools both unnecessary and obsolete. Together with the nearby West
Cardery, the sthod d=0 sarved those living in the rurd northwest comer of town during the 19 and early 20¢ centuries
& amgor neghborhood landmark and avisud symbaol of community.

The use of the Wt Brick Schodl as avacation retreat during most of the 20¢ century correspondswith the changing
character of thetown, as its population dedined and itsagricultura economy waned. During the first half of the 20
century, it was not unusud for people living in Worcester to purchege proparties in nearbly country townsfor use asrura
vacdion retreats. Some towns, such as Princeton, north of Worcester, the home of scenic Mount Wachuset, were known
Satewide as ummer vacation places Oakham was however, never identified es avacation place Y, nather were many
other Worcester County country towns where, during the late 19 and early 20* centuries, Worceser people purchesed
quaint old houses or farms as weskend or Ummer retredts.

Under Criterion C, the Wed Brick Schodl is sgnificant as an example of Federd-dyle vernacular architecture and as an
unusudly wdl-preserved example of early 19*-century schodl architecture and of the brick one-room schoals built in
Massechuseits during the Federd period.

Narrative Statement of Significance (Provide & leest one paragreph for each areaof significance)

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

Oakham and ItsEarly Schodls

Although the 1877 Wegt Brick Schoadl is Oakham's oldest surviving schodl, it was certainly not itsfirst. The land thet wes
incorporated as the town of Oekham in the late 18¢ century was originaly part of the gpproximatdy 150-square-mile
Naguag Purdhese, acquired from native Americans in 1686. In time, Naguag wes subdivided to form al or part of severd
other towns, induding Rutland, Barre, Princeton, Hubbardston, and Paxton. The Oakham portion, which wesfi rstknown
& Rutland Wes Wing, wes sttled in about the 1740s  Oekham wiss incorporated as adidtrict in 1762, and as atown in
1775, by act of the Massachusatts colonid legidature.

In 1763, the citizens of the Oekham didrict voted to st adde taxesfor schooling. 1t gopears, however, that no money was
goat on hods for sevard more years after that. Thefirst five schod digrictswere laid out in 1768. They warethe
Center Didrict in the town center, the Southeegerly Didtrict in the southeest comer of town, the South Didrict in the
south-centrd part of town, the southwesterly district (including what wes later known as the West District), and the
Northerly Plot (north of the Rutland-Hardwick Roed, which became the Sixth Massachusatts Tumpike, including the
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populous North Four Corners and later the village of Coldbrook Springs). By Town Meeting vote of thet yeer, locd
citizens planned for the condruction of the first schoolhouses  Each didtrict wes to:

build adecent schoolhouse by the last day of Decembear next; that every parson in the plot he
bdongs to shdl have the privilege of doing his proportion of thework (that isingdeed of paying a
money tax); or finding stuff if he pleeses and such artide as mug be paid in money shdl be equaly
divided according to their pay in the lagt year'srates and if any person shdl neglect doing his
portion (in the actudl work of erecting the building) persondly as aforesaid, he shdl be assessd by
the asses3rs therefore and eech plot shal agree on the 'dimention’ and manner of the own house,
ad in cae they cannat, the sdectimen shdl determine the sare™

According to the recollections of Charles M. Packard published in OGekham in My Boyhood Days, the town'sfirst school
was built in the town center in 1769, a alocation near the presant intersection of Maple Strest and Ware Corner Roed
(about 40 feet esdt of today's public library).* The detes of other early stchodls have nat bean identified. Although
dass=s mey have ban taught in Oekkham shortly after the completion of that building, or even in privatehomes & an
earlier dae, expenditures in the hiring of teecherswere nat recorded until 1772,

Over the years the numbar of schoadl digtricts changed according to demographicfluctuati ons,economic necessties, and
educationd gods Apparently aresult of growing populations in certain sactions of town, new schoal didricts, including
the Wed Didtrict, were edablished following the Revolutionary Wa!* By 1803, the number had grown to eight. During
the period of 1856 to 1864 there was afurther increase to ten schod didricts. Thismid 19*-century period marked the
high point in the number of schoadl didrictsin Oakham. There came to be fewer digtricts during the final quarter of the
19* century, as many Oekham citizens moved away to meke their futures in other places, and an enphedswas placed
upon providing abetter education for the town's children through the consolidation of schools By 1874, only the Center
Schod and three outlying schoadls, including the West Brick School, were still in operation.

TheWed Brick Schod and Early 19"'-Centurv Expectations

Built asthe digtrict schod for Oekham's West Schodl Didtrict, the West Brick Schodl replaced an earlier wood-frame
schoal building, built around 1791." To meke way for the condruction of the current brick structure, the old 1791 schoodl
building is said to have been moved "some rods to the esst” to become "part of the dwelling house of Ez7raMaynard, neer
the ceamatery.™ It isnat known whether an even earlier schod might have dood a this location before 1791

The new brick schod building was amarked improvement over its predecessor. A former sudent, Hiram Knight, who
atended dassesin both schodl buildings, remembered in 1902 that, even while he atended dasses there, "Some of the
dgpboards were gone from the outsde and the intergpaces, widened by jack-knife enlargements, admitted a
perebundance of fresh air, securing complete ventilation, the vitiated air escaping by the chimney.™ The Wes Brick
Schodl reresanted an improvement over the old building, not only inits more subgtantid building materids, but d<o in
heating technology. Knight noted in his recollections of the old building how unsatisfectory wes its gpenfireplacessa
method of hedting: "In the coldest weether asemi circle of girls and boy [sic] were permitted to dand as neer the big fire
asthey could, shidding their faces with open books or gpen pdms. Asindividud schdars got sufficiently toested and
went beck to their seats 'Sir, may | go to thefire? wes heerd in other parts of the house until the ranks were mede full
again." (e Illustration # 5, showing alae 18" to early 19*-cantury schoolroom hegted by an inefficient fireplace).
The new brick schod building wes provided with acag-iron woodgove, which radiated heat from al Sdes as well as

N Quated in Wright, H. B. add Harvey, E. D. The Sdtlemat ad Sory of Oekhem Massechuedts val. |, p. 154, from Cddam Toan
Clak'sReoads val. |, p. 89 (1769).

' Padkad Crarles M. Celdem in My Boyhood Days Oeknamt Cdldem Higtoricd Soaety, 1920, p. 8.

" Wright, H. B. ad Havey, E D. The Satlanat ad Say of Oskhem Masssdusdtts vol. |, p. 156.

Knight, Hiram. "Wed Brick 75 Yeas Old," nenvgogpe dipping, Cddem Heardd. April 16, 1902

" ibid.

" ibid.



United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form

NPS Form 10-900 OMB No. 1024-0018 (Expires 5/31/2012)
West Brick School Worcester, MA
Name of Property County and State

from the dovepipe that ran from the gove overheed to the chimney (see [llustration # 6 showing the location within an
ealy-mid-19* -century schoolroom of a wooddove and its overheed sovepipe).

The condruction of a new brick schoolhouse to replace the poorly maintained old wood-frame schoadl building wes one of
the fruits of the period of improvement, <0 visible in this country after the end of the Revolutionary War. Wright and
Harvey's Higory of Oskham notes improvements, both in the way of life and in the wedlth of the town, which were
espedidly obvious during the period betwean about 1790 and 1830. In New England towns and cities during thisera,
brick buildings, including dwellings, gores, hotds, schools, and public buildings, were built more frequently then ether
previoudy or afterward. Thistagte for brick buildings during the early yearsof our nation is materid evidence of the
culture of "refinement” that became a notable feature of this period. Although mogt later Oskham schodls were built of
wood, the Wes Brick Schod mug have s an example for the congtruction of a second brick one-room schoal (no longer
ganding) in the town center the following year. That school sarved as the Oekham Center Schoadl from 1828 to 1836,
when it wes replaced by the Eadt Canter and West Canter schodls

Symba of Community

Surrounded by farmland during the 19* century, the West Brick Schodl was asymbal of "community” to those living far
from the town center, on farms scattered throughout the northwest corner of Oakham. Nineteenth-century schoolhouses
sarvad as community cantars as well as sthools Thiswas epedidly truein rurd arees where they provided a convenient
locale for community gatherings and meatings & times of day when schoal wss not in sesson. The West Brick Schod
and the Wet Camdery, the latter was established, goparently in the 17905 et of the school on Old Tumpike Roed,
formed the culturd heart of the rural community that onceexided here. Until the opening of a new drest (Schoolhouse
Roed) betwean the two (eround the turn of the 217 century), the schod and the camelery were partnersin the landscape
their combined visud effect being greater than the m of their parts The interruption crested by the new dreat hes
diminished their collaborative effect; yet, individually, both the schod and the cametery remain today as outdtanding
visud and culturd landmarks of 19*-century rura Oakham.

TheWed Brick Schod and 19"'-Century Education

The West Brick Schod saved the children of familiesliving in an areaof scattered farmsin the northwest corner of
Oakham from ebout 1827 to 1920. Class=sin oneroom schodls, such as this, induded pupilsof awide range of ages
from four or fiveto Sxteen or older, dl taught by asingle teecher.

Nineteenth-century schodl terms in rurad communities like Oakhem were short by comparison to today-limited by
expectations, funds available to pay the teechers and the ssesond requirements of agriculture. Children were nesded &
home & certain busy times during the farming sseson, to provide additiond sets of hands to complete the work to be done.
During the years 1856-1864, school sessonswere eight, nine, and twelve weeks long* Asthe century progressed, more
modem requirements for length of the schoadl year were adopted.

A schodl report presented at the 1840 annud town meeting gives an idea of the importance of the teecher in conducting a
successful oneroom schoal. Thet report gave high marks to the teechers and the Sudents of the West School:

Thissthod as agenard thing mede laudable proficiency. There were some exceptions, but they
aozefrom no neglect or incompetency of the medter, and from causes entirely beyond the control
of the committee....The West Schodl wes taught by Miss Clarinda Adams...her first esssy &
teaching...the esse with which ge maneged the schoadl, the interest e excited among the
schdlars, and the amoothnesswith which everything pesssd of f were convincing evidence to our
minds, & leed, thet better teecharsae like angd vidts, 'few and far between'.. . The Winter term
wes taught by the Hon. James Allen, and of hisefforts it wes said, The improvement in this school
wes dike reputable to the teechersand schdlars Mogt of them mede every effort in their power to
learn. While the attention of someweas 0 absorbed in objects foreign from the schoal thet the

'ibid, p. 168
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teecher assred us he hed to meke evary effort in his power to gem the current which wes settingin
2 had nat to the injury of afew, but in fact of the whole school. However aided by his long
experience, he 90 far Suoosaded &s to draw from the Agent (the district representative) the piquant
remak ‘whoever would do better, would find it as hard as apickerd to climb atree.”

Agricultural Economy, Disperssd Small Schodls

Oakham's farming economy and smdl population during the 19 and early 20* centuries encoureged the longevity of
amdl, oneroom schodls like the West Brick Schoal. 1n 1840, the town's population was 1,038-up from 772 in 1790.
The Gazatesr of Massachusattsreported in 1849 that there weere eight public schodls and one private schodl in townto
provide for the education of its 296 boys and girls batwean the ages of four and Sixteen.” In that year thetown's
economy wess still largdly agricultural, dthough there wes an additiona production of cloth, sraw bonnets, pam-lesf hats
ploughs, legther, boots and shoes Mod of these entarprises were cottage indudtries, which did not later evolveinto a
manufacturing bese for the town. Oekham remained afarming town during the mid and late 19* century, despite the rapid
growth of indudry in other Centrd Massachusattstowns and in New England & large during that period. Citizens of
Oekham who hed agpirations for livelihoods infi el dsother than agriculture were drawn to places out of town, wherethey
could find jobs in busness indudtry, or the professons. In 1880, the town's populafion hed fallento 869, ad by 1910 to
552, making Oekham one of the amdlest towns in Worcester County. Even today, its populationisstill only around
2,000.

In 1851, the Town of Oekham mede provisonsfor making ahigh school course available to thosewho desred it. Until
that time, mog Oskham children got their entire educations in oneroom sthoals like the West Brick Schoal. After the
completion of Memorid Hal in the town center in 1874, the old district schodl sydem was abandoned, with thetown
taking over respongdhilities (previoudy bome by individud families) of supporting their neighborhood digtrict schools
Sudentsfrom al ssctions of town were encoureged to attend the Oekham Center School, making it one of the earliest
consolidated schodls in the gate In addition to alarge meeting hdl on the ssoond floor, Memorid Hall contained two
schoolrooms on the ground floor, which provided enough dassroom gpecefor al schod-age children in Oekham. Y et,
despite the town's strong efforts a school consolidation, severd outlying schodls remained in operation for many years
afterward because familiesin outlying aress preferred the convenience of neighborhood schools The West Brick
Schodhouse wes ane such schoal. 1t and two others remained open well into the 20* century. The South Schod (MHC #
OKH.48) wasdosd in 1918, the West Schodl in 1920, and the much mare distant Coldbrook Schodl (Illustrations#3 &
4) in 1930.

The Wes Brick Schod After the End of the Didrict Sygem

The West Brick Schodl represanted  the educationd norm of the day when it ws built. In 1827, al of the schodls in
Oekham were oneroom schodls operated by locd sthodl didtricts. Both oneroom schools and didtrict schodls were then
common—both gate- and nation-wide—especidly in rurd towns. Under the Didtrict school system, those living in eech
individual schod district provided the funds to build their neighborhood schoal buildings, and to pey the teechers nesded
to educete their children. Later in the century, American educators gooke out againg the didtrict sysem, criticizing the
inequdities in both schod buildings and teechersthat resulted from the often wide variations in wedth among the severd
schodl didrictsin asingle town.

It was nat until 1874 when the district school syslem wias ebendoned, that the Town of Oekham became economicaly
respongble for the West Schoadl and for al of thetown's other district schools A school committee did exist however,
beginning in 1807, coordinating educationd efforts among the various town schools.

Due to laxness of atendance in chools across the gate, the Commonwedth of Massachusatts insfituted alaw & theturn
of the 20* century requiring every child between the ages of saven and fourteen years to atend school. Y e, despite such
regulaions, the number of sudents attending the West Brick Schod grew amdler over time, as the town's population

'ibid, p. 163
Haywad, Jon A Gardtes of Masssdhusdtis Bogon: I P, Janett & Co, 1849, p. 405.
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decress=d, and improved trangportation medke it possble for more sudents to atend dassesin the Center Schoal. School
reports induded in Oekham annud Town Reports show that in the 1870s there were as many as twenty-nine sudents
enralled in the West Brick School; by 1900, that number hed dropped to twelve. In the yeer of its closing, 1920, ten
pupilswere regigered, with an average daily atendance of only eight. As enrollment in the outlying oneroom schoadls
dedlined, they were gradudly dosd.

By the time the West Brick Schod ended its sarvice as a schooal, not only the oneroom school conoet, but do the
schodl building itsalf, hed become ardic of earlier times. Within twenty years after its congtruction, the building desgn
wes dreedy outmodead as American education underwent aperiod of reform. Thiswas true even though the school's
condruction in 1877 hed represented  notable improvements over its predecessor as an educationd facility. Evidence of
built-in bendhes around the perimeter of the schodlroom indicates that dudent deskswere not used here a first (see
Ilustration #2). Itislikey that built-in benches and desks eech designed for more then one sudent, were edded by the
mid 19* century.

Beginning in the 1830s and 1840s education reformers, including Horace Mann of Massachuseits and Henry Barnard of
Rhode Idand, criticized older schoal buildings, which, like the West Brick School, hed bean built with no seperete entry
for boys and girls, no recitation room for the teacher, and no proper ventilation for aroom hegted by a woodstove.™
Reformers do cdled for comfortable seats and desks for individua sudents, which could be adjusted to the Sze of the
dudent, ad for the careful orientation of windows in the schoolroom to avoid glare.

To bring the building more dlosdly inline with these later, more modem, requirements, shutters mede of battened boerds
(saen onan 180s view of the schodl. [Hlustration # 1) may have bean used at cartainfimesof day & the West Brick
Schodl to contral the light on the sunny south and west Sdes of the schoolroom. Under pressure of educationd reform,
modan manufactured desks designed to better fit the proportionsof children (see Illustration #4), must have replaced
earlier sadting furniture sometime during the mid to late 19 century. Itislikely dso that the opening in the celling in the
canter of the schoolroom wiss edded during this later period, to provide improved ventilation through an open atic
window.

The Closng of the Wes Brick School
In the 1920 Oekham Town Report, Superintendent of Schodls James R. Childs commented upon the advantages of dosing
of the Wes Brick Schoal:

The dosing of the West schodl hes been of marked benefit to the children and a a saving of expanse
to the town. The disedvantages of the amdl group morethan offset the efforts and ability of the bet
teacher. The problem of auitable trangportation, egpecidly in New England, hes bean o difficult of
solution, it hes ssamed better to continue the smdl rurd schoadl inmany places  But wherever
trangportation facilities may be mede safe and comfortable, the verdict of expaience hesbean
decidedly in favor of consolidation. A recant investigation covering more then fifty digtricts ad
fourteen thousand rurd patrons brought the regponse that consolidation actudly resulted in better
atendance and practica dimination of tardiness There wes an increesein land vdues Pupils
remaned longer in sthool and alarger percentage went on to high schodl.

It isundear how the West Brick Schodl wes used during the yearsimmediatdy following itsclosngin 1920. In 1927,
the schod buildingand 1 adres bacame the property of Lena R Adamsin asdefrom Jugdin E. Ravson (Book
2483/Page 280). Dead research hes not mede it dear how Rawson aoquired the school property. It ssars likely that, no
longer sarving an educationa purpose, the schoolhouse and the 1ot upon which it dood reverted to Rawson, as the owner

" McClintock, J=n ad Robat Hary Bamnads Sthod Architecture New York: Teadhas Cdlege Ress Cdunbia Universty,
1970, pp. 31-37.
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of the surrounding property from which it was gpparently originadly taken” Lena Adams sold the schodhouse property
to E. E Smithin 1933, and Smith sold it in 1936 to Maud Arnold.

A Summea Retreat

After the ed of its life as an educaiond ingtitution, the Wes Brick Schod became a ummer ratreat in 1936, when it was
purchasd by Maud Arnold, the wife of Alfred S Arnold of Worcester. Therevised and sympathetic use of the
schoolhouse by the Arnolds resulted in the presarvation of the building with most of its higtoric features intact. In
adapting the schodhouse for use as arudic rurd vacation place, the Arnolds mede very few dhanges to the building Snce
they hed no intention of converting it to ayear-round home  Son Robat Arnold remembers thet the family usad the
property as acountry getavay, going there for the day during the summertime and sometimes overnight during
weskends”  The schoolhouse wes dso afavorite place for family Thanksgiving dinners. Theturkey wes cooked in the
oven a home in Worceser and brought out to Oakham, where multiple generations of family enjoyed the holiday med in
the old schodlroom. For many years after the couple divoreed, about 1948, Mrs. Arnold held on to the property. The
family used the schoolhouse lessoften after the 19605 yet, de never sold it until 2002, when it wes purchesed by the
Town of Oakham.

Maud Arnold (1911-2007) wes born in Worcester, the daughter of Clark University professor Carey E. Mélville and his
wife, Maud." Educated in the Worcester Public Schodls and graduated from Bodon University, se maried Alfred S
Arnold of Worcester. The couple hed three sonsbefore their divorce. Mrs. Arnold wes active in the Episcopd Church.
With her parents, e wes afounder of the Chapd of Sant James the Fisherman (1956, MHC # WLF.810) in Wdllfleet,
Massechusetts “"through agift of land for the Ste of the Chapd and collaborating on the building design.” At various times
during her carer as apsychiatric socid worker, Maud Arnold saved onthe staffs of Worcester Siate Hospitd,, the
Worceser Community Action Council, the Worcester Area Age Canter, and the Family Sarvice Organization. A member
of the faculty of Quinggamond Community College in Worcester, se edablished the Gerontology Department and was
its charman until her retirement.

Alfred S Arnold (1909-2007), the son of Thaeddeusand Margaret Arnold, grew up in Worcedter." Heatended the
Wharton Schod of the University of Pennsylvania and the Bodon University Schoadl of Budness 1n 1936, hewas
assdant treeaurer of hisfather's busness B. F. Arnold Company, grocers, on Front Sireet in Worcester. Hewent to work
for the Worcester Tdegram and Garzette nevgogpasin the 1940s and & thetime of hisretirement in 1973 wes the
company's Purchadng Director. Mr. Arnold hed no assodiaion with the school property after the couplesdivorce.

ARCHITECTURE

Federal Style

Phatographs of aher 19+-cantury Oakham schools auggedt that the Wed Brick Schod may have bean thefir st Oakham
schod built with pretendgons of architectura style (compare Photo # 1 with the later, unadomed Eas Center and South
schods llugrations#8 & 9). The nexdt Oakham sthod to bear daments of a recognized architedtura gyle may have
bemn the ca. 185097?) Grek Revival-gyle Cddbrook Schod (Illustration #3).

The Wes Brick Schoad isdmplein design, with little orament and nofrills. Yet, while its planness might sssm to have
bean due to low architectura expectations in arurd town, the saverity of the building's cubelike form and amoath brick
exterior are a9 evidence of the influence of the Fedard dyle—asare the shdlow Classicd pediment onthe main fafade

A 191 da=d from Rawsn to Adams (Book 2262Pa0e 206) mattions a parad of land on Old Tumpike Roed from which "the lot of
land with the sthodhouse thereon oaned by the Toan of Oekham!' wies to be exdudad. 1t is esumed thet & e later dete, before
Rawsons 1997 sde to Adans the schodhouse parad wes redored to Ranvan the larger pared.

" Tdegohore intaview Susan Ceocaod with Rabat Arnold, Uy 19, 2009

1930 U.S Gauas Ohg information about Maud Amaold is teken from her dbituary notice, Worceter Tdegram & Gazdtte Augudt
3 2007, p. 86.

1990 Caas Ota information about Alfred Amald is teken from his obituary natice Worceser Tdegram & Gardte dily 13
2007, p. 84.
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and the low-relief Clasdcd detailing a the eaves  High-gyle examples of the Fedard sylein brick were saverein both
form and surface texture, yet they were often trimmed with much more daborate carved Classcd mofifs or columns,
which do not gopear on vemacular expressons auch asthis.

The Federd gsyle was popular in the United States from about 1790 through about 1830, during the so-called "Federd”
period following the Revolutionary War. Ingpired by the Classicd architecture of andent Rome, the syle wes mede
popular in England by the work of architect Robert Adam, and disssminated in the United Siatesby men like Bogton's
Charles Bulfinch, Sdem's Samud Mclntyre, and by architects outsde of New England, including Benjamin Latrobe ad
Raobert Mills. While high-style examples of the syle in Massechusettswere mogily concentrated in the more wedthy and
populous cities, such a Bagon and Sdem, smplified examples in both wood and brick were soon built even insmal
rurd towns aoross the Commonwesdlth.

Brick Construction

A fegture thet makes the West Brick Schod outstanding among Oekham's 19*-century schodls isitsbrick congtrucfion.
There were few, if any, other brick buildingsin Oskham in 1827 when the school was built. The source of the brick used
to build it hes not been documented, yet it ssarslikdy that it came from the Spooner brickyard on New Braintree

Roed, where the brick for the Canter Schodl is said to have bean mede” The Oskham Center Schodl (no longer standing),
was condructed of brick about ayear after the West Brick School. Shortly after the onestory Center Schodl was dosed
in 1836, the building wes enlarged with abrick ssoond gory addition, converting it to use as adignified Federd-dyle
dwelling. Thus, the former sthool became wha wes gpparently the only brick dwelling to exis in Oskham Center during
the 19* century. That building wes demadlished around the turn of the 21*' century, leaving the West Brick Schodl today
& arae example of 19*-century brick congruction in Oekham.

Upon its completion, the new solid-brick West Brick School mugt have ssamed an amazing trandformation to al who hed
known the dilgpidated schoolhouse thet it replaced (sse Section 8, page 2 for adescription of the earlier building). No
documentation hes bean found to explain the choice of brick for the new school. However, it saas dear that the decison
to build in brick and the use of recognizable dementsof aknown architecturd Syle (probably aosent on the earlier

school) were pat of the generd movemant toward refinement that was characteridic of the decades following the
Revolutionary War. Richard Bushman, in his book The Refinement of America, notes the grester eamphiads on
architecture during this period, pointing out that brick houses built dmog soldy by mambarsof the upper dass during
the 18 century, were ssen as symbals of refinement.” BEven in amdl towns in New England, where brick wes less
commonly used than in other partsof the country, public buildings, schodls, hotds, and the homes of the wdll-to-do were
built more oftenin brick during this erathen ever before or after.

One-room sthodls of brick were built not only in Oekham, but dso in other samal towns in Centrd Massachusatts during
the Fedard period. Brick buildings and brick schodls were more unusud in these towns than not. Aswes true in Oakham,
mogt of the aredls schodhouses were of wood-frame congtruction. The rarity of brick meant thet brick schodls were often
cdled by the name of their building materid, just as occurred with the West Brick School. Surviving examples of brick
schodls in area towns indude the much-dtered Brick Schoohouse (1812, NRDIS, MHC # PAX.33), Mill Strest, Moore
Sate Park, Paxton; the District # 1 Brick Schoal (1830, NRDIS, MHC # SRW.2), Church Roed, Shrewsbury; the hip-
roofed Didtrict #5 Schod (1840) on Old North Soenoar Roed in Spencer; and the District # 6 Schodl (cas 1820s-1840),
Northwest Roed ds0 in Spencer.™

Plan

The West Brick Schodl isbuilt on awidey ussd 19 -century plan. Thisthree-bay, sdehdl-entry, gable-front building
contains three interior oaces along entry hdl and agorage area on one Sde, and an adjoining schoolroom on the other.
Built-in bendhes dong the wallsof the schoolroom, the shedows of which can be ssen on the wainscot, may have been the

225 Amivarsary Cddem Mass 17621987 p. 21
" Budmen, Rdad L. The Rdinamat of Amaica Rasos Housss Cities Naw York: Vintage Books 1992, p. 133
" Hske Jfrey H. Hidory of Soana. Massadhusdts 18751975, pp. 303-304.
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only fumiture for dudentswhen it wes built. 1t is supposad that those bendhes were replaced later in the 19 century, in
acoordance with the latest educationdl conogpts of the day.

The sdehdl-plan, one-room sthodl ssams to have bean a popular one, both in 19*-century Oekham as well assdsanvhare
in New England. Some schodls in other places are known to have bean built on the sidehdl plan, but with no dorage room
ateched to the entry hall. Lack of sufficient documentation mekesit impossible to ssy exactly how meny other Oekham
oneroom schoals were built onthe sdehdl plan; exterior photogrephs suggest that & leest two other locd schodls were
built onthis sare plan. They were the Eagt Center Schod (1837, no longer standing) and the South Schodl (caw 1840s?,
bumed in 1834) (Illustrations # 8 & 9). Unlike the Wes Brick Schoal, these buildingswere oriented with their gables on
the ends rather than on the main facade. Both hed alarge transom above the entrance to illuminate the otherwise
windowless entry hall, as does the Wes Brick Schooal.

The three-bay, Sde-entry plan was commonly usad in other placesduring the 19¢ century, too. For example, the 1791
one-room schoolhouse moved from Candia, New Hampshire to Old Sturbridge Village, Sturbridge, Massachusts is of
thistype. Like the two Oekham examples it hes Sde gables, rather than agable front.  Another example, possibly dating
from that same period, gopearsin the badkground of the well-known Window Homer painting "Snegp the Whip," which
shows children playing in aNew England schoolyard (1llustration # 7). Nether the Candia, New Hampshire, schodl nor
the schod in the Homer painting hes a transom above the entrance. The transom wias probably not nesded in dther of
those two examples  The Candia schodl hes awindow and adoor on the outer wall of the hdlway, providing it with light.
It islikely that there was awindow a the back of the hal of the sthodl in the Homer painting, snce itshdlway sde hes
no windows.

A contraging plan was used for Oakham's Coldbrook Schodhouse (no longer ganding) (Illustration # 3). Bearing
deamentsof the Grek Reviva style and probeably dating from the 18505 it hed ageble front with en entry hdl thet ran
aooss the width of the main fafade, rather than dong the Sde as does the hdlway a the Wes Brick Schodl. (Its plan
saTs to have been Smiilar to that shown inlllustration #6.) Hanking a canter window, which provided light to whet
may have bean arecitation room or dorage dosat behind the teecher's desk, were adoor on one sde for boys and another
door onthe other dde for girls. Itislikely that the ssparate entry hdls saved a0 as doakrooms, one for boys and the
other for girls. Behind the entry hal was the schoolroom, which was lit by windows on three ddes. The Coldbrook
Schod mey have baan the only example of this plan in Oekham. However, thiswas a popular plan, widely usd in other
places

Graffiti

In aschodhouse of ay period itisnot asurprise to find graffiti, and the Wes Brick Schod does nat disgppoint that
expectation. In may 18 and 19*-century one-room sthools extendve carved graffiti were common. J. Edward Hood,
Director of the Department of Ressarch, Collectionsand Library & Old Sturbridge Village, hes identified among a small
number of graffiti in the entry hal & the West Brick Schodl afew examples of a symbal taking the form of a pointed
dlipse, oriented vertically, with "a point or other pit mak a itscenter” (Photo # 17). Although Hood hes found no
documentation of the meaning of the symbol, which he hes cdled the "Candia Glyph," both he and architecturd historian
Abbot Lowel Cummings agreethat it represants the femde private parts

Numerous examples of this symbal are found in the 1790 schod from Candia, New Hampshire, on view a Old Sturbridge
Village. Examples have dso bean found in aschoolhouse inYork, Maine, as well &s in the upper gdleries of severd New
England meginghouses According to Hood, Abbot Cummings hes said, "you se them all over the place” Hood notes

Ore of the interesting quedions that the pervasve uee of an image that hes no dear published source

raises isthe posshility that it hed bean known ad in use for generaions - alowing it to goreed
through, or even with, the population of New England during the 19¢ and 18* centuries, and possbly
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ealiar. Catanly it resamblesvulvd represantations going back to Paledlithicfimes,though & this
point 1 am not posting adirect connection from then to the 19 century.”

Illugtrations of late 18 and early 19*-century dassooms often show aseaming disorder among the pupilsthat could have
permitted freedom for graffiti-making (lllustration #5). Severd have written about 19*-century schoolboys carving up
the desks and walls of their schools. Noeh Weder wrote in 1840

When | was aschoolboy the grestest part of the scholars did not employ more than an hour in a day,
wither in writing or in reading; while five hours of the schoal time was gpatt in idleness, in cutting
tables and bandhes to pieces in carrying on pin lotteries, or perhgps in some roguish tricks." "

There was, of course, plenty of opportunity for ideness in aoneroom school, where the lone teacher hed to devote
atention to sudents of different age groups and levds of gudy throughout the day. The use of knivesfor graffiti-making
by schoolboys is explained by the fact that penknives and pocketknives were acommon tool typicaly carried by boysad
men in the 19 century.

The number of graffiti found in the West Brick Schod isrdatively smdll, including both examples of the Candia Glyph
ad others That amdl number may reault from the fact that the teechers here were, more often than not, of the inspiring
kind (described above), who were able to maintain the attention and contral of their sudents 1t might dso be the result of
the fact that the building wes condructed nat long before the educationd reform movemeant of the mid 19 century, which
encouraged gregter order and control in the dassoom as well as the protection of the modesty of the pupils.

Nevathdess, the Wed Brick Schodl isdosdy rdated to other oneroom schoadls of the period through its graffiti.

Rare Example of ig"-century School Architecture

Two other 19*-cantury sthodls till survive in Oekham today, but the Wes Brick Schod is both the oldest and the leest
dtered. Memorid Hal (MHC # OKH.22) wes built in the town center in 1874. Although it wes condructed for generd
community use with amesting hal on the seoond floor, two dassooms on the ground floor dlowed the town to open a
consolidated schodl in the building that yeer. Today, the schoolrooms of Memorid Hall have bean subdivided for use es
Town Hdl offices. The South Schod (MHC # OKH.48) wes built about 1894 as arurd one-room schoal to replece an
earlier chod that burned. 1t hes bean adgpted for use as a year-round dwelling. By comparison to these two other
sthoals, the West Brick Schodl hes undergone few changes ether exterior or interior. S Section 7, " State of
Preservation,” for adescription of the minor changes mede to the building for use as aumme retred.

Not only isthe West Brick Schod unusud in Oskham for itsexcdlent date of preservation, itisaso outstandingly well
presarved by comparison to other surviving Massachusatts schoolhouses. Although many amdll schodl buildings from the
18* and 19* centuries can till be found in Massachusdits towns, dmog al have undergone conversons requiring interior
changes adgptaions, and additions, which were never mede here

" Hood, J Edwad ad Tdoo Jamnifer, "Graffiti in the Candig, N.H. Sdhodhouse @ Old Surtridge Village ad the Identification of a
Regod Varaeoda Symbd - A Fooum.” Presaied & the anud meding of the New BEngand Cheper of the Vameouar
Architedure Forum, Old Surtridge Village, March 6, 2004, p. 10.

° Leter, Noeh Wede to Hary Bamard, Mach 10, 1340, Rdllins, Ridherd M. The Joumey of Noeh Wede. Univarsty of
Pars/ivana Ress 1980, p. 12, quaed in Hood, 1 Edwad ad Tebo, Janifer, "Graffiti in the Candig) N.H. Sdhodhouee a Old
Surtxidge Village ad the Identification of a Regiond Varneoua Symbd - A Foum," a pgoa presatad & the amud meding of the
New Bngand Cheaer of the Vamneouar Architecture Forum, Old Sturbidge Village, March 6, 2004, p4.
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Archasological Sgniflcance

Since patterms of andent Native American occupation in Oekham are poorly underdood, any surviving stescould be
dgnificant. Andent Stesin this areamay be important by contributing information on the activities and adaptations of
Native American paeople to the Worcester Flateau uplands of Centrd Massechusatts and the upper reedhes and heedwaters
of the Connecticut River drainege. The entire town of Oakham isdrained by the Chicopee River Drainege. Locdlly, the
sthodl property is drained by Burrow Brook and Bell Brook, bath tributaries of the Were River. Ancient Stesin the
vicinity of the West Brick Schod may contribute important information that defines pettems of the exploitafion of neturd
resources and adgptation by Native Americans. Thisinformation may then help underdand smilar petterns usd by later
Europeans  Riverine and nearby upland resources were important to Native Americans for subdgence, trade,
trangportation, tool technologies, and their socid environment. Native dtesin this areashould contain lithic and ceramic
atifacts that can hdp identify intrardte activities through time, and the functional importance and variability of dtes The
andyds of lithic and caramic artifacts can dso hdp identify patteans of trade, possibly adong riverine trangportafion
routes, and the goreed of tool technologies. Andient dtesin this areamay d<o contain informafion that hdps us
underganding the importance and relationship between riverine drainage boundaries as socid boundaries Ancient Néfive
American socia/political boundaries in the areaof the Worceser Flateau/Centrd Massachusatts Uplands mey represant a
culturd adgptation to that physographic region rather than the boundaries of the Connecticut, Thames Blackstone, and
Merrimack Rivers, eech of which hes its heedweaters and tributaries in the region.

Higtoric archaeologica resources described above may contribute important information rdated to the higtory of
education in Oskham, the architectura characteridics of 18*' and early 19*-cantury rural school buildings, and the layout
of schoal facilities. Important information may d0 exid rdaed to 18*' and 19*-century teaching methods, the socid,
cultural, and economic charecteridtics of sudentswho attended the school, and dhange that occurred in the local
populafion as it devdoped a 20*-century summer recregtionad community.

Additiona higtorica ressarch, combined with archeeologica survey and testing, may identify the full range of hitoric
land uee for the schodl property. Historicd and archaeologica reseerch may contribute evidence that indicates whether or
not an earlier schod existed on the property prior to the 1791 wood-frame school. Similar reseerch may d<o identify the
precise dte, orientation, and specific architectura characteridics of the 1791 school. Higtorical and archeeological
research, combined with careful mgpping, may identify the location and spafia relationship of barns, dables
outbuildings, and occupationd-rdated fegtures (tragh pits, privies, wels) assodated with each schodl building. The
reseerch identified above mey indicate how rurd educationd facilities changed through time, and their rdationship to
changes in the community and educationd sydem.

Detaled andysis of thetype and didtribution of artifactslocated around schodl buildings and the contents of occupationd-
rdated features may contribute important evidence rdated to educationd methods, teaching ads, and the lives of Sudents
and their families. Artifactsmay be presant that identify technologies assodated with writing, reeding, visud ads, and
dructurd characterigtics of the schodl building ussd to enhance the educationa expearience (e.g. lighting, segting etc.).
Detaled andysis of the contents of occupationd-rdated fegtures mey dso contribute important evidence that identifies
the sodid, cultural, and economic characteridics of sudants, ther families, and the overal Oskham population. Students
logt or discarded persond propearty may contribute evidence of the above characteristics. Macro-foss| evidence retrieved
from the contents of privies may contribute evidence rdaed to the socio-economic datusand overdl hedth, diet, and
pathologies thet affected the sudentsand their families a the Oekham School.

Detailed andyss of the contents of occupationa-reated features mey dso contribute important information rdated to the
use of the West Brick Schod as avacation refreat during much of the 20* century, and the changing character of thetown
&s its population and agricultural economy declined. A wall from acollgased outhouse, reportedly used during the
school's occupation as asummer resdence, islocated a the rear of what wes the vehidle shed. Archaeologica testing can
verify the period(s) of use for the outhouse and whether it regpresants the adaptive reuse of an earlier outhouse first used
during the school's oocupancy or new congruction assodated with asummer retreat.  1n both Stuations, the contents of
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the outhouse may contribute important information that defines the school and town's use as arurd vecation retregt and a
compardive badsfor undersanding the changing character of the town from the 19* to the 20* century.

END

Devdopmental higory/additional higoric context information (if appropriate
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2483/280 Worceser County Regidry of Desds Ravson to Adams March 10, 1927
2652/392 Worceser County Regigry of Deads Adamsto Smith, November 25, 1933
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Personal Interviews
Tdephone conversation, Susan Ceccacd with Robat Arnold, Sturbridge, Massachusetts son of Maud Amold, duly 19,
2000.

END
Previous documentation on file (NPS): Primary location of additional data:
preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67 has
been AState Historic Preservation Office
requested) Other State agency
previously listed in the National Register Federal agency
previously determined eligible by the National Register Local government
designated a National Historic Landmark University
recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey
# Other
recorded by Historic American Engineering Record # Name of
epository:
recorded by Historic American Landscape Survey #
Historic Resources Survey Number (if assigned): MHC # OKH.29

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of Property  11/3 acre
(Do notinclude previously listed resource acreage.)

Deeds describe the acreage as "1 1/3 acres, more or less." Town of Oakham Assesssor's Map shows the lotas an
"estimated" 2 acres.

UTM References
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet.)

119 740170 4694030
Zone Easting Northing Zone  Easting Northing
Zone Easting Northing Zone  Easting Northing

Verbal Boundary Description (Describe the boundaries of the property.)
Boundaries are indicated as Lot # 25 on the Town of Oakham Assessors Map # 407.
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Boundary Justification (Explain why the boundaries were selected.)

The boundaries of the current 1ot include the land on which the schodl building sands and addifiond land immediatdly
aurrounding it. Thislot ispresumed to correspond to the acreege historically condgdered to be the schodl grounds

The boundaries of this lot correspond to thase described in desdsdating to 1927 (Book 2483, Page 280), 1933, (Book
2652, Page 392), 1936 (Book 2671, Pege 114), and 2002 (Book 27012, Pege 333>—dl of which are deads for the sdle of
the schod building and land after the closing of the schodl. A 1921 ded from Judtin E. Rawson to LenaR. Adams (Book
2262, Paoe 206) refers to the schodlhouse and schod ot (with no acreege mentioned) as being part of, but not included in
the e of, alarger property. Current research hes not uncovered earlier desds describing the schodl lot. It is assumed
that the lot was given for use asaschod by the owner of alarger property, and that after the schod dosad in 1920, the
land and the schodl building reverted to the then-current owner of that larger property, Judin E. Rawson, who later, in
1927, s0ld the schodl and the schodl ot to LenaR. Adams, as desribed in the desd as mentioned above

11. Form Prepared By

nameftitte  Susan McDaniel Ceccacci, consultant, with Betsy Friedberg, NR Director, MHC

organization Massachusetts Historical Commission date January 2011

street & number 220 Morrissey Boulevard telephone  617-727-8470

city ortown Boston state MA zip code 02125
e-mail sceccacci(5)aol.com

Additional Documentation
Submit the following items with the completed form:

(s=eatached USGS map, sketch map, plan of building, and four peges of illugtrations)

Photographs:

Submit clear and descriptive photographs. The size of each image must be 1600x1200 pixels at 300 ppi (pixels per inch)
or larger. Key all photographs to the sketch map.

Name of Property: Wes Brick School

City or Vianity: Oakham
County: Worceger County State Massschusts
Photographer: Susn Ceccacd

Date Photographed: 22 July 2009, except as noted

South (main) fafade on left, esdt faBade on right, looking north. (Photo: April 2009)
Wes fafade on left, south (main) faBade onright, looking northeast. (April 2009)
North (rear) fafade, looking southeast. (April 2009)

Schoolroom, southeest corner, |ooking south.

Schoolroom, southwest corner, looking southwest.

Schoolroom, northwest corner, looking northwest

ONAWN PR
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7. Comice, southwest comer of main fafade, 1ooking north. (April 2009)

8 Sonedructure, looking northwest (April 2009)

9. Sonedructure, looking south. (April 2009)

10. Sonedructure, north end with gpparent opening, looking south. (April 2009)
11. Callgpsed outhouse, northwest comer of property, looking north.

12. Sonewall with apile of gonesin semi-circular arangement, looking west.
13 Schodlhouse entry hall, door to schoolroom, looking north.

14. Schodhouse entry hall, detail of door, looking southeedt.

15. Door lachesin entry hal, looking northeedt.

16. Schodhouse entry hal, looking south.

17. Graffito, entry hall, et wall.

Sketch mgp of property.
Sketch plan of building.

Illustrations,

Wes Brick Schoal, built 1827, ca 1890s

Ealy 19*-century one-room school with pupils seated on banches with no desks
Coldbrook Schoal, Oekham, built ca 1850 (?).

Interior, Coldbrook Schoal, view ca. 1900 (?).

Interior, ca late 18" cantury schoolroom with open fireplace.

Ealy 19*-century one-room schod plan, Dublin, NH.

"Sep the Whip," Window Homer, 1872 painting.

Eagt Center Schodl, built 1837, Oskham.

South Schodl, built ca 18405 Oakham.

CEONOUPWDN R

Property Owner:
(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.)

name Town of Oakham, Massachusetts
street & number 2 Coldbrook Road tdephone 508-829-6640
city ortown Oakham state MA Zip code 01068

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain a
benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.G.460 etseq.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18 hours per response including time for reviewing
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of
this forni to the Office of Planning and Performance Management. U.S. Dept. of the Interior, 1849 C. Street, NW, Washington, DC.
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West Brick School, Oakham, Worcester County, Massachusetts

Camera Used (make, model): Canon EOS Digital Rebd Xti, 400D

Resolution of original image capture (camera setting including resolution and file for mat):
10MP, TIFFformat

File name(s) (attach additional sheetsif necessary) check here to refer to attached photo log:
Black and White Photographs

(Numbersin boldface correspond to photo print numbers)
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llustration # 1

West Brick School, built 1827, view circa 1890's

This may have been Oakham's first school built with elements of a recognizable architectural style. Its
cubelike shape, brick exterior with narrow mortar joints, eave moulding, and Classical pediment on the main
fagade were all inspired by the Federal style. The shutters, of battened boards, may have served to control
glare on the south side of the schoolroom. Attached to the west side Is a cart shed.

Photograph: Imaces of America: Oakham, p.

Inside, the schoolroom had built-in benches along the walls on three sides, which may have been the
only seating provided at the time of construction. lIllustration # 2, below, gives an idea of how the
classroom might have been used originally, with no desks. Non-adjustable, built-in benches and desks,
arranged in rows (each one possibly seating more than one student) may have succeeded the original
seating. By the mid or late-19* century, these furnishings would have been substituted with adjustable,
manufactured desks, one oer DUDII, like those seen in lllustration # 4 .

Illustration # 2
Early-197-century one-room school with pupils seated on benches with no desks

From The Publications of the American Tract Society, vol. 4, p. 33, c. 1826, CSV Catalogue 208 Am3

West Brick School, Oakham, Worcester County, Massachusetts



Illustration # 3
Coldbrook School, Oakham,

built c. 1850(?)
This gable-front school bears simplified elements of the Greek Revival style. The separate entrances for
boys and girls seen here were included among requirements of mld-19*-century education reformers for

the ideal modern school.

Photograph: Images of America: Oakham, p. 53

llustration # 4

Coldbrook School, interior view c. 1900(?)

This view shows a carefully ordered classroom with individual desks, manufactured for comfort and utility,
which could be adjusted to the size of the student. Teaching aids are seen on the walls and louvered
shutters and shades on the rear windows to control glare at the children's desks.

Photograph: Imaoes of America: Oakham, p. 54

West Brick School, Oakham, Worcester County, Massachusetts



lllustration # 5
Interior of a circa late-IS"*-century school with open fireplace
Lack of order was not uncommon in one-room schools prior the introduction of
benches with desks.

lllustration from "Familv and Schooal in Literacv Trainina & Education
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Illustration # 6

Early-19"~-century one-room school plan, Dublin, N.H.
Plan is designed to encourage order and greater comfort in the
classroom. Separate boys' and girls' entrances are provided, as are
cloakrooms (G), a recitation room (?) between them (F), the teacher's
desk on a podium at the front of the room, individual student desks
are included, and a woodstove (D) and stovepipe (E) warm the room.
Benches (N) are provided only at the front corners of the room.

Reproduced in "Family and School in Literacy Training & Education"

West Brick School, Oakham, Worcester County, Massachusetts



Illustration # 7

"Snap The Whip," Winslow Homer, 1872, Butler Institute of American Art
The early-19*-century schoolhouse in this painting is an example of the three-bay, sidehall-entry plan that was
popular for schools in Oakham and other places in New England during the early-mid 19* century.

Illustration # 8

East Center School, built 1837, Oakham
The main fagade of this school, which takes the
three-bay, sidehall-entry plan, appears as
originally built, The large door on the originally
blind left side is due to its later conversion to use
as a barn.

Photograph: Fobes Memorial Library, Oakham

West Brick School, Oakham, Worcester County, Massachusetts

Illustration # 9

South School, built cl840's(?),
Oakham

Another Oakham school on the three-bay,
sidehall plan.

Photograph: Images of America: Oakham, p. 62
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2 Coldbrook Road

TOWN OF OAKHAM
P.O. Box 118

BOARD OF SELECTMEN Oakham, MA 01068

Tel.; (508) 882-5549
Fax: (508) 882-3060

RECEIVED

AG 19 4B

MASS. HIST. GCOVM
August 11,2009
Ms. Betsy FriedbergNationa Regiger Director
Massachusetts Historical Coniinission
220 Morrissey Boulevard
Bogton, MA 02125
Dear Ms. Friedberg:
Thank you for your consderation of the nomination to add the West Brick School located
a 1592 Old Tumpike Road in Oakham to the National Register ofHistoric Flaces. The
Oakham Sdectboard is hgppy to support thisNationad Regiger desgnation nomination
on behdf of the West Brick School House Commiittee.

If you require additional comment or information from this board, plessefeel free to
contect us

Sincerdly,

Oakham Board of Sdectmen
DermisBergin, 3y., (Eharman
Clayton Rice. Vice Charman
Eliot Starbard, Clerk

cc: Oakham Historical Commisson, Charman
Susan Ceccacal, Jefferson, MA
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The Commaowedth of M assschusts

William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonweahh
M assachusetts Historical Commission

Jenuary 10,2011

Mr. J. Paul Loether, Chief

National Regiger of Historic Places
Department of the Interior

Nationa Pak Service

1201 Eye Street, NW 8" floor
Washington, DC 20005

Dear Mr. Loether:
Endosad please find the following nomination form:
Wes Brick School, 1592 Old Tumpike Road, Oakham (Worcester), MA

The nomination has been voted eligible by the State Review Board and has been sgned by the
Sate Historic Preservation Officer. The owners of the property were notified of pending State
Review Board consideration 30 to 45 days before the meeting and were afforded the opportunity
to comment.

Ore letter of support hes been received. ,

Sincerdy,

Betsy Friedberg
National Regigter Director
Massachusetts Historical Commission

Endosure

cC. Clayton E. Rice, Chair, Board of SHedmen
Chair, Okham Higtoricd Commisson
9.5 Ceccacd, Conaultant
Philip Warbesss, Oskhem Flanning Boad

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125
(617)727-8470 « Fax:(617)727-5128
www. Sec. state. ma. usmhc



