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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Today Berlin is a remnant of a turn-of-the century mining
town, including twelve wood frame buildings, some inhabited,
and all in various states of repair. It is located on the
western slope of the Shoshone Range in central Nevada, at the
edge of the Toiyabe National Forest at a mean elevation of 6,676

sagebrush lands of central Nevada, however, above the town to
the rear, one sees the intrusion of pinion pine and Rocky Mountaj
juniper, in ever-thickening stands as the elevation increases.
Below the town stretches the broad, uninhabited north-south Ione
Valley, .a vast landscape which disappears into the horizan.
Directly across the valley to the east rises the lower Paradise
Range, also covered at its higher elevations with pinion pine
and juniper trees. -

The buildings of the town are arranged in a U shape,
opening to the east. The landscape is graced by trees planted
by early miners around their residences. These include Lombardy
poplar, black locust, and a fruit tree or two which serve to
relieve the harshness of the landscape in a climate which receivd
barely 12 inches of rainfall a year.

The entire townsite is owned by the Nevada State Park Systej
The resident Park Manager lives in one of the buildings year
round. "Across town," a part time miner lives in the converted
stade stop.

- The town, in its peak years hetween 1906 and 1918, had a
population of 250 plus. In addition to milling buildings and
mine shafts, assay and mill offices, there was employee housing,
a store, and a horse barn. The post office existed from 1900 to
1918. 1In 1908 the records show the town had a doctor, a barber,
general store and three saloons. Best indications show the
|town had approximately 75 framed buildings at its peak.

feet above sea level. The lower slopes of this range are typical
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Berlin is a typical turn-of- ~the- century Nevada mining town
of wood frame bulldlngs. Today, it is the only camp of its type
to be so intact in the State of Nevada. The redson for this con-
dition of preservation is that Berlin was a company town, owned

continuously from its construction in 1902-03 to its acquisition

and activity were between 1905 and 1918, the Nevada Company
always manadged to keep a property maintainer in residence. As a
result, Berlin has not suffered the activities of vandals, and
has enjoyed a modicum of maintenance down through the years.
This then is its significance to Nevada. '

The mines were never great producers, the town was never the
scene of any spectacular historical event, the records do not
show that any outstanding historic personage was born, or ever
visited, there. It does retain the physical form of that which
has dlsappeared throughout the land.

The board and batten construction of the bulldlngs is typig
of its day. A 30 stamp mill, as constructed and operated by
Graham Stokes, dlSplays the use of massive stone and drywall
construction, and the craftsman's use of heavy timbers.

" The assessor's records show the first mining act1v1ty in
Berlin Canyon to have been in 1869, when the Berlin mine produced
four tons of ore. Claims were not filed, however, until the
late 1880's, in and around Union Canyon, Knickerbocker, and
Berlin Canyons. The Nevada.gdmpany, operated by the Stokes
family of New York City, then acquired individual interest in
patented mining claims dating back to 1888. The same company
acquired the Berlin group of claims in 1902-03. They built the
townsite of Berlin.

—

by the Park System in 1970. Although its peak years of population
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W, E. Wieprecht, Recreation Park Planner
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As the designated State L.iaison Officer for the Na-

forth by the National Park Service.

level of significance of this nomingfion is:
National tate Ld Local [}

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set

The recommended

I hereby certify that this property is included in the

National Register.
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Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Ilreserva on.
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