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DESCRIPTION

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
—EXCELLENT 3LDETERIORATED JXUNALTERED XORIGINALSITE
-GOOD —RUINS —ALTERED —MOVED DATE.
-FAIR —UNEXPOSED
DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL {IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE
riistorical  Description: Built between 9 June and 22 Sept enber, 1849 by Charl es

M Pierce, Masonry, under contract t othe Superintendent of Lights, at acost of ..
$1951. Though originally specified t obeoctagonal, thetower appears t o have
always been circular inplan, asit istoday. Pertinent dinensions areas follows:
(US Coast Quard RG26{ a)). , r,

Foundation: 3 ft. high rubble masonry

Tower : Rubbl e masonry 24 ft. highwith 18ft. 4inch diameter and 3 ft.
thick walls at base, and 10ft. dianeter and 18 inch thick walls
at top (Exhs. A D). , ,

Fl oor: Brick

Stairs: Three flights of wooden stairs spiraling the inner face of the wall,
and anupper flight of iron steps.

Entry: Tw6ft. 10in. x 3ft. doors '

W ndows: Three 19in. x 21 1/2in. windows of twelve 8in. x 6in. lights’
(Exhs. A-D).

Lantern: Deck - 10ft. diameter, of copper sheathed wood with iron railing,

and tower access via scuffle.

Lantern - Specified asoctagonal, iron with 6 plate glass |ightsof

24 in. X15in. oneach face; 4ft. x 2ft. copper sheathed doori n

ventilator indone top 15in. high x 12in. diameter with 2 ft.
. X1 ft. copper sheathed vane above. Thelight nay have been

fueled by whale oi | produced at this tinme, andwas probably of

the fixed white formnoted i n 1889.

Not e: The 9 sided lantern nowpresent (1979) may be original.

Lightning Rod: Qn tower exterior, fromledge tolft. above

r?-

vane onlantern.

A keeper's dwelling was built,

and ot her buil dings constructed ontheisland

| ater years. Their history andpresent condition are assessed intheattachec
Ar chaeol ogi cal Reconnai ssance Report. Various alterations were madetothe
structure during itsuse (US Coast Guard RG26(hb)). y-/-.

1857: The lenses of the light were replaced.

1863: A new"lantern" wasinstalled. This nmay refer toeither
a newlanp i nthe structure, or replacenent of the
supposed octagonal |antern described above, with the 9

= sided one nowon the structure (Exhs. A-D). As noted
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above, the lantern nay have not been built in octagonal form
as described inthe original constructionspecifications. By
1931, the lantern had a single large pane of glass in each
face, measuring 36 in. x 28in. x /4 in., rather thant he
smal | panes of md 19th century form The ventilator was in'
the parapet. Lantern door has dinensions of 6 ft. 8in. X

2 ft. 8in.located on tower's N side.

The iron hand rail on the dike tothe tower was renewed (Exhs.
AD. I ftheisland'ls formon Beer's nap 1871i s accurate

(see Archaeol ogi cal Reconnai ssance, attached) this dike nmay

not have been built until after 1871. .

The light is afixed white type. '

A fog bell was installed in a frame pyram dal tower adjoining
the island end of the dike (Exh. A). New stairs and deck
were built.

A frame covered way was built on the dike (Exh. B). The 1900
bel | tower was apparently destroyed by storns or renoved at
about this tinme.

A frame bell tower on a concrete platformwas attached to the
|'i ght house side opposite thedike. Access was provided by a
smal | door and tworung |adder inthe |ighthouse (Exhs. C& D).
The bel| was mechanically rung at 10 second intervals and hung
i n an upper w ndow of the tower. | twas 3ft. 4in. dianeter
x 2 ft. 61in.high, weighed 1260 | bs. and was nade by Henry
MShane i n 1901.  Though a vestibul e remained, the covered

way on t hedi ke was gone by this time (Exh. C). Arevolving
red light may have replaced thefixed white one by this tine,
to be replaced by a fixed green one during the tenure of
Captain Arthur Small.

The following additional features arenoted as existing by
this tim (US Coast Quard RG 26(c)).
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In Lantern: A fixed light with green shade (replacingthe
revol ving one noted above), of 870 candl e power operatedof f

a kerosene mantle of 1-1/4 in. dianeter. The drumhad 4
panel s of 5 elenents each with 5 upper and 3 | ower prisnsi n
each panel, all nounted on an iron pedestal. Focal plane was
at 35.66 ft.ms.l. andthelight was classified as 5th order.

Tower: Contains a closet with shelves, for spare |anp parts.
Tower i s whitewashed.

1941: The |ighthouse was autonated t ooperate fromButler's Flat
Li ght house. *\ > N e

1962: ' Purchased by US Arny Corps of Engineers.

1966: Vandals set fire tothe building, gutting theinterior. The
bell tower nay have been destroyed on this date or sone tine
after 1939.

Present Conditi on: 4

Tower : Intact i n1849 formwith pre1929 concrete base at bell tower
(Exhs. E-K).

Stairs: Charred ends of supports arepresent i nnotches withinthe
interior masonry (Exh. F).

Fl oor: Sand covered, concrete post i n center probably stair support
1900 (Exh. G.

Entry: Doors m ssing, evidence at door frame and roof of former
covered way arevisible around doorway. (Exh. E).
Entry tobell tower site remains, with rungs (Exhs. G |, .
& J)..

W ndows: Lower window, on Ssidei shbricked closed (Exh. H. N

wi ndow frames remain (Exh. F)» :
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Lantern: [ron frame remains, slightly displaced;, roofing and ventilator
gone (Exhs. E F |, &K). Floor of tower i slittered with 3/8
\ . ' I n.thick broken glass, probably fromlantern w ndows; doorway
o 'yf'- I sbricked shut (Exh. I'); platformgone, railing has slid down
J . tower sides (Exhs. E H | & K).
Di ke: ... Made of rubbl e stone with quarried bl ock upper course, island
end washed away (Exhs. E | &K). Bases of iron railing
Ms V.- visible, railing fragments remain i nwater toeither sideof

% t hedike.



SIGNIFICANCE

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW
.._PREHISTORIC —ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC .-.COMMUNITY PLANNING —LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE —RELIGION
-1400-1499 ..JiRCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC — CONSERVATION —LAW —SCIENCE
— 1599 --AGRICULTURE — ECONOMICS -LITERATURE ; o —SCULPTURE
"—iDwo-iegg XXRCHITECTURE Y —EDUCATION — MILITARY '—SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN
- 1700 1 799 —ART - "ENGINEERING —MUusSIC THEATER
X 1800-1899 JSCOMMERCE —EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT ~ —PHILOSOPHY = JITRANSPORTATION
Xigoo- —COMMUNICATIONS —INDUSTRY ' o —POLITICS/IGOVERNMENT —OTHER ISPECitvi
_INVENTION
SPECIHC DATES Built: 1849 BUILDER/ARCHITECT Charles M. Pierce

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The significance of Palmer Island Light lies intwofactors, its historic associa-
tion andits architecture.

At thetime of the light's construction. NewBedford was the major hone port of
the world's whaling fleet, supplyingnearly 50%of the American oil supply. This
prosperity was probably amjor inpetus for the |ighthouse construction.

The whal i ng industry collapsed during t hesecond half of the century, but con-
siderable commercial and fishing traffic continued t ooperate out of the harbor
throughout thelate 19th and 20th century. Thelight was kept burning for nearly
100 years, through several major storms, including a gale which damaged t he pl ank
wal k from the keeper's house t ot hetower on Septenber 8, 1869, and t he 1938
hurricane which destroyed t he keeper's house. Thekeeper. Captain Arthur A Small,
was injured and his wi fe was drowned while attenmpting t oreach the [ight.

An 1851 representation of the lighthousei s a promnent featureof the seal of the
City of NewBedford (Fig. 3 of attached Archaeol ogi cal Report).

The remaining features of the |ighthouseareprimarily those which date fromi ts
original construction in 1849, asthe 1966 fire destroyed the wooden additions
and modifications of the late 19th and early 20th century;’ 5. 0. >

The tower, itself, has only been nmodified by thebricking of one window and t he
parapet door and cutting of the early 20th century bell tower door. Renains e
of the latter featurealso include the concrete platformwhich supported it.

The iron lantern franme and parapet railing appear todate from at | east 1863, '
and possibly from1849.

The di ke, though danaged, i s substantially asbhuilt i n the 19th century, with
most of the railings remaining i n broken condition nearby.

The hurricane danaged and fire gutted condition of the structure, though ,
destroying nmuch evidence of the20th century interior andlight mechani sm
provi des potential for restoration of the structure toany of theearlier
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BEXHB TS

* Exhi bi t

Circa 1900 postcard show ng |ighthouse? r*wer
and keeper's dwelling. Viewto NW

B Circa 1902 postcard showing |i ghthousewith cover
way. Viewt o NW A

Circa 1930 phot ograph show ng |ighthouse and bell
tower. Viewt o NW ;

Circa 1929 phot ograph showing |ighthousewith bell
tower and buildings onisland. Viewto SV

Pal mer's Island Light, New Bedford, M\
Photog. - Janmes McDevitt, 12 Jun79
View t owest of |ighthouse.

Pal mer's Island Light, New Bedford, M\
Photog. - Janes McDevitt, 12 Jun 79 '
Vi ew upward of |ighthouse interior.
Jt®
Pal ner's Island Light, New Bedford, M\ A
Photog. - Robert Batt, 12 Jun 79 AN Lo
View of |ighthouseinterior from east doorway.

H Pal mer's Island Light, ford, M
Phot og. bert Batt, !B *
V'I'EW of hthouseinter|0r Irom sout h wi ndow™™

X

.Pélmer's Island Light, NeN Bedford, MA.
Photog. - James McDevitt, 12 Jun 7
Viewt oSN P y' K"’

Pal mer's Island Light, New Bedford, M\
Photog. - Janes McDevitt, 12 Jun 79 -sf-].
Interior view of bell tower hatchway. -V

K Pal ner's Island Light, New Bedford, M\
Photog. - Janmes McDevitt, 12 Jun79
Viewtonorth of |ighthouseand dike. " i : ~

USGS Qad. Sheet, 64 Sec, R I A
New Bedford North, M\

US Arny, Corps of Engineers Real Estate Ivap,

entitled "New Bedford - Fa|rhaven Barrier,
dated Apr 63. - L > e

m «qg-



FIG 15
HBD NOE KBV

FROJECT: Pal mer's Island Light Station

INT# TRA DATE 6/12/79

LGATIAN  Slightly Nof property line, PRALE #
Wof oi | house site
TOAL DFPTH  35cm, 1/2m sq. OO0 #

AL ESRHPITN

Loose gray sand, to 20 cm dark brown sandy | oam bel ow 20 cm, bedrock
at 40 cm depth

ART FACTS

None

| NTERERETATI ON ACO T ONAL GDARENTS

Area apPears heavily disturbed by storn waves, and nechanical filling of
the dwelling cellar tothe North.



HG 16
HBD NOE KM

PROJECT: Pal mer' s |sland Light Station

WIT # TRB DATE 6/12/79
LGCATION  Approx. NNAof TRA rear. PRHLE #
|

edge of obvious surface dis-
TOAL OBPTH  turbance around dwelling RHJO #:

AL DESRPTTON
Qay sand to 30 cm (bedrock)

ART FACTS,

Brick and Mortar fragments i nupper 10 cm, brick fragnent at approx.
20 cm depth.

- Vit o->

| NTERPRETATI ON AL Tl ONAL. GDIENTS
Disturbed i ndwelling cellar filling.
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207 Palmers Island, Nevj Bedford Harbor.
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MH 29 18

Circa 1900 postcard showi ng |ighthouse, bell tower
and keeper's dwelling. MViewt o NW

Exhibit A

..722J7S -- paimtr Jshrtd Sight JCouse. JSfew Befe>rd. Jhass,

Circa 1902 postcard show ng |ighthouse with cover
way. Viewt o NW

Exhibit B






Circa 1930 photograph show ng |ighthouse and bell
tower. Viewto NW

Exhibit C






AN

In 1929, this photo was labeled "an unusual view of
Palmers island in the foreground, with mills of New Bedford
behind, taken from a Martha's Vineyard Bound steamer."

Cira 1929 photograph showing lighthouse with bell
tower and buildings on island. View to SV

Exhibit D -,

JAN 2 9 190
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City of New Bedford e Office of Historic Preservation

Room 13 « City Hall « 133 William Street
New Bedford, Massachusetts 02740
(617) 999-2931

February 26, 1979

M. John S WIson

Envi ronmental Anal ysi s Branch

P anning Division, NewEngland Division
Qorps of Engineers

424 Trapel o Road

Vél t ham Massachusetts 02154

Dear M. WIson:

As we discussed onthe phone, | amencl osi ngsa copy of our office's
research on Palner's |sland, New Bedford. youwill see the pre-

pared formis actually for the |ighthouselocated onthe island;, how
ever, the attached historical significance covers the entire island.

| hope this information will prove useful to youinyour archaeol og-
ical survey. |f we nay beof any further assistance, please do not
hesitate to contact us.

Qr office would, of course, bevery interested inthe results of
your survey and woul d appreciate a copy of any informtion you com

pile.
Very truly yours.

FETERM J BN
Fi nanci al cal  Advi sor

AN/ naa

Encl osur e



AN ARCHAEQ (3 CAL RESARE REAONNA SSANCE

N
PALMERS | SLAND

NEW BEOFORD, MRSSACHUEETTS

Prepared for: .sJn

New England Division
US Arny Corps of Engineers
Wal tham NMA 02154

By: John S Wl son
Division Archaeol ogi st
Principal Investigator

Meredith Weiss Bel ding
Co-investigator

MAR26 m
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A Introduction . , : * .

In 1962, the US Arny Corps of Engineers purchased the
Pal mers Island Light Station from the US Coast Guard, for use as
a temporary navigational beacon. |n January 1979 the Corps,
through the General Services Agency, announced an intention to
di spose of legal title on the property to other Federal, State or

local agencies or interests.

A conment was received from the Massachusetts Historical
Commi ssion (Appendix 1) stating that the property mght contain
historic features (the lighthouse) or archaeological resources
eligible for inclusionin the National Register of Historic A
Places. Therefore, in accordance with the Corps responsibilities
under Executive Order 11593 and the National Historic Preservation
Act of 1966 (P.L. 89-665), a cultural resource reconnai ssance was |,
performed on 12 June 1979 by M. John S W lson, the Division
Archaeol ogist and his assistant, Ms. Meredith \Wiss Belding,
acconpani ed by M. Robert Batt of the New England Division's Real
Estate Division. wv, .

This study resulted in the followingreport on archaeol ogical
resources and a National Register nomnation for the I|ighthouse
structure and adjoining property. This report serves as an

attachment to the nomnation form

VR 26 19



B~ Background Research
Pal mers Island is |ocated i n New Bedford Harbor inmmediately
north of the hurricane barrier (built in 1962-66) (UM N 4609800;
E 340900). Covernnent Property consists of about one acre on t he
north end of the island (Figs 1 &2). > ., ¥
There are no recorded prehistoricsites onPalnmers |sland,
and the rather exposed |location at the harbor nmouth probably nade
It aless desirable habitationarea than nore sheltered mainland
portions of the inner harbor. However, historic background
indicated a high probability of contact period occupation
features. During King Philips War (1676) the island was used as a
prison for Indians, as was done at similar |ocations in Boston
Har bor (Bertram 1978) (see Appendix 2). It is unlikely that frame
structures were built at that time, andany archaeol ogical
features present would be expected t oresemble those at

prehistoric habitationsites. . t

Exam nation of historic naps indicates that the shoreline of

the Island was considerably altered during the last quarter of the

19th century, presumably through stormwave action. An 1871 nap
(Beers 1871) shows a considerable area of land t othe northwest of
the lighthouse, anda small pond, presumably of saltwater. The
city seal, adopted initsoriginal form In 1851, also shows the
l'ighthouse on land though the pond is not visible (Fig3). By

1895 however. Pal nmers |Island appears t ohave approximately t he

261K



sane configuration as at present, with thelighthouse at the end
of a causeway (Everts & Richards 1895).

Initial historic occupation of theisland appears at thetime
of theAmerican Revolution, when theisland was briefly garrisoned
(Bertram 1978). Again, no permanent structures appear t o have
been built.

7 The first permanent structures built on Palnmers Island were
t hemasonry |ighthouse and franme keeper's dwelling built bythe
US Covernnent i n1849. The lighthouse structure i snmore fully
described i ntheNational Register nomnation form

The dwelling was a 1-1/2 story frame structure of 7 roons,
measuring 32 feet 3 inches x 23 feet 5 inches, with anell onthe
northeast side, measuring 16 feet 4 inches x 12 feet 5 inches
(Figs. 4 &5). 1t had 3 doors, including a cellar entrance, and
15 windows, including 3 i nthecellar. There was a single chimey
with 2 stove flues and 3 fireplaces. The cellar was a full cellar

of stone with brick above ground |evel, and contained a 2,500
Dy -

gallon capacity brick cistern, measuring approximately 8 feet x 7
feet, which collected drinking water from theroof (U S Coast
Quard Rg-26). Early 20th century photographs show that t hehouse
was a typical small vernacular Greek Revival structure (Figs 6&
7). :

A privy, measuring 5 feet 2 Inches x 4 feet 11 inches was

also built slightly northwest of t hehouse i n1849 (U. S. Coast

26 18
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rear entrance of thedwelling, where a porch has al so been added.
The wel | appears t ohave gone out of use by 1931.

In 1901, 75 tons of riprap were laid down on t he eastern
beach, opposite thehouse (Figs 8 & 9) (U S Coast Guard 1939).

In 1905, a brick oil house was built on theproperty line
south of thedwelling. This structure measured 8 feet 8 inches X
10 feet 8 inches and contained a 257 gallon kerosene tank tohold
fuel forthelight (Fig8). The oldfuel house may have been
converted toa storage shed at this tine.

O Septenber 21, 1938, a hurricane destroyed the dwelling,
and presumably al | other frame structureson theisland except the
l'ighthouse. A portable 2 car garage was noved t ot helsland, and
served as operator's quarters until thelight was wiredf or
automatic operation i n 1941.

A map of Governnent property drawnin 1939 (U. S. Coast CQuard
1939) (Fig8) shows the dwelling cellarwith cistern, the well,
the oi | house, the riprapon the easternbeach, as well asbrick
and concrete retaining walls on the west beach, and concrete wal k
sectionsfromthe front to back doors of the house site and inthe
vicinityof the boat house |ocation. The boat house, fuel house,
and privy, which probably had no substantial foundations, arenot
i ndi cated, and presumably had no visiblerenmains after the >

hurricane.



C Field Investigation A i/ A

The field investigtion involved two conponents: surface
exam nation of Governnent property on the island and subsurface
testing with shovel and 40 cm soil corer. ,

Most of the island was found t obe covered with dense
vegetation, primarily overgrown domestics such as asparagus,

, roses, and laurel, or field varietiessuch as poison ivy, daisies,
and varied grasses. The east shore is primarily open beach, while
the western shore has several rocky points (Figs 9-24). Tidal
srange averages 3.7 feet. %

nA No prehistoricmaterial was observed on the exposed shoreline
or the fewrelatively open areas above the beach. A considerable
quantity of historic period debris was evident on t hebeach,
particularly on the western shore. Myst of this materiali s
recently deposited wood or plastic flotsam but sone steel scrap
probably dates fromthe latter end of t helighthouse operation
period. The beachline location and poor preservation of this
debris severly limts any analytical value it mght havei n
interpreting activity at thelighthouse or keeper's dwelling.

An effort was nade t olocate the keeper's dwelling site and
other structures associated with It. The dwelling foundation's
northern el | i sentirely overgrown with laurel and roses and coul d
not be defined, nor could the well at itseastern side. Portions

of theconcrete walk which followed the eastern andnorthern walls



g

of thehouse foundation were discernible. As expected, theprivy
and fuel house have no visihle remains. » A

, 1 The main portion of thedwelling foundation was readily
visible, and i sconstructed of drylaid fieldstone, as was typical
of theperiod. This feature was filled i n- 1962. The remains of

the brick cistern arereadily identifiable, but it was apparently

demolished i nthefoundation filling, and now consists of several

large sections of nortared brick lying haphazardly withinthe
foundations (Figs 13 & 14).

The 1.5-foot high brick wall tothewest of thehouse sitei s
not visible, and was apparently demolished i nthefoundation e
filling, or by subsequent stormwaves. MNunerous brick fragnments

line thewestern shores. The abutting concrete wall, however,

remains intact. The oil house at t he southern Government property
boundary i s now gone, though thebadly rusted remains of a steel
tank lying on thewestern beach nay be fromthis feature. A
concrete platformwith mortared brick floor i sevident at the
former oil house location. |tswestern end i seroded, presumably
by underm ning due t o stormwaves. This feature probably A
supported thebuilding's superstructure. The section of concrete
wal k near the boathouse location could not be located. As
expected, the boathouse and the 1939 tenporary keeper's quarters
have left no remains. o AL .

Subsurface testing consisted of random coring i nareas
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"A sufficiently distant from observed historic features t o present

possibly undisturbed horizonation. Extremely loose gray sand was

found throughout and rock was generally encountered at 30-40 cm

L LN Arig o -

depths.  Two 0. 5 m square shovel test pits (TP-A& TP-B) were A

Eredatesh 1825 fdLe SABLUR' hnlf ORES fYn POHILIAEY dr RALAESy R 87 £7 i1
also fairly distant from thefilled dwelling foundation (Figs 8,
15 & 16). TP-A revealed loose gray sand t 02.0 cmdepth with dark
brown sandy |oam t obedrock at 35 cmdepth, while TP-B reveal ed CA YV
gray sand totjedrock depth at 30 cm Brick and mortar fragnents '

were present within thegray sand horizon. Indicating that this / Ar
level i seither fill or bulldozer disturbance from t hefoundation

filling activity. The dark horizon rmay be original ground level,

or nore probably a truncated surface left after thedisturbance D B
above. 1 -
D. Interpretation - LA N . SR B X t

The presence of intact prehistoric or contact period cultural

jeit.. M-

resources, or of identifiable remains of theRevolutionary Var |f ,ovovt!
occupation of theisland i sextremely renote within the Government "A » "QG,
property bounds. Historic maps indicate that extensive t, TUEAS te!

[ andscaping was done i nthearea around thelighthouse keeper's

dwelling. This activity may have disturbed any resources i n the

area. Comparison of 1871 and 1895 maps of t heisland, though both

are sketchy, indicates that a considerable area of land north of - fre
-l w @ ° oy xe Lo
g VA e " e 00! e X, .o \/
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the lighthouse eroded during the last quarter of the 19th century.
Any sites along that part of the shoreline have obviously been
destroyed. Finally, the filling of the dwelling foundation in the
1960's disturbed virtually the entire surface of the Island within
Government property bounds, |eaving approximtely 20-30 cm depth
of fill or disturbed material. The probability of Intact cultural
resources remaining inthe 0-15 cm below this depth is extremely
unlikely in view of the extent and degree of disturbance observed.

At the time of topographic mapping of the island in 1939, the
dwel ling ruins and associated features were readily identifiable
and could have constituted an historically and archaeol ogically
valuable site. However, the action of storm waves and the heavy
di sturbance of terrain throughout the Governnment property during
filling of the foundation has probably destroyed the scientific
interpretive value of any subsurface features at the site. In the
case of features visible on the surface, the historic naps,
docurents, and photographs provide ruch nore information than
could be obtained by exam nation of these features in their
present condition. A
E Recomendat i ons )

Wth the exception of the lighthouse, there appears to be no
cultural resources within the Governnent property bounds on
Pal mers |sland of sufficient physical integrity to be eligible for

nom mation to the National Register of Historic Places. -~
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Obviously, thelighthouse and keeper's house constitute auniti n
the historic sense. Though t he keeper's house would not be
eligible fortheNational Register by Itself, i tcould be
legitimately linked tothelighthouse's eligibility, onhistoric
grounds, andi t mght be desirable toinclude i ti na restoration
or preservation plan forthelighthouse, by clearing the
foundation of loose debris and brush and providing interpretive

signs.
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January 3, 1979

A.A. Ausiello, Realty Specialist ' i«

Real Property Division AT L. , Vv
Federal Property Resources Service --C"-N-"
General Services Administration ;A
Region Ore e

«John V.. McCormack Post Office and Courthouse

Boston, Massachusetts 02109

Re: Disposal of Tract "A"-Pamer Island,New Bedford, Massachusetts
ar Mr. Ausiello: -

M> office has Consulted with the New Bedford Office of Historic Preservation. That
office is currently researching the history of the Pamer Island Liglit. Fom their
inforniation and infonnation you have supplied us with, it appears that the Light
may be eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic Places.

| suggest, in accordance with 3BCFR 800, tliat (SA request a detennination of
eligibility for the structure and parcel. As you know, should the Light be
eligible it will be necessary to coirply with the Advdsory Council's Procedures
"~r the Protection of Cidtural Resources before completing this disposal.

If you should have any questions please contact Joe Orfant of ny staff.

Sincerely, S? '
Patricia L. Weslowski o N P "
State Historic Preservation Officer NV

Executive Director
M assachusetts Historical Commisson

cc: .Antonc Souza
Sharon Conway e - " A" '

;A/jRO/ts , ®



Date
“eply to

Itn of ;

Subject.

To

General Services Administration, Region 1
John W. McCornnack Post Office and Courthouse
Boston, MA 02109

January 16, 1979

IDR

Tract "A" - Palmer |Island
Nev Bedford, Massachiisetts

D-Mass-675 A

M S Phillips, Chief NG VARS

Real Esta.te Division " " » AT ",
NewEngl and Di vi si on, Corps 'K

of Engi neers ~
Departrment of the Arny
w2+ Trapel o Road
Vél t ham Massachusetts 02151+ o .

By letter dated January 3» 1979 (copy enclosed), theState Historic
Preservation Officer for the Coomonweal th of Massachusetts has ad-
vised this office that, based upon currently available information,
the subject property nay beeligible for listing i nthe National
Regi ster of Historic Places.

Al'though the letter requests that GBA seek a determ nation of eligi-
bility for the property, this responsibility rests with the holding
agency which, inthis case, i s the Department of the Arny.

It isrequested, therefore, that your Depaxtment take appropriate
action to comply with the State Historic Preservation Officer's
request onthis matter.

Por your information, we expect that theCity of NewBedford will
apply toacquire this property for historic nonunent purposes.

A ABSHLO

Real ty Speciali st

Real Property Division

Federal Property Resources Senrvice

Encl osur e
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Palner's Island is a six acre island at the base of the Acushnet River.
The island was naned in the 1650's in honor of Wlliam Pal ner after he
was scalped by the Indians. He was one of the first of seven freenmen

to settle inthe territory of Dartnouth.

The island, which was once covered with cedar trees, was first used as
a prison for Indians awaiting trial in Plymouth. Qe Indian in parti-
cular who awaited trial onthe island in 1676 wvas naned "Little Eyes."
Another Indian "Rightfoot", who proved hinself friendly tothe settlers,
was appoi nted as guardian.

During the 1700's there is nention in deeds of three owiers of Palner's
Island. The first twowere Captain Seth Pope and Jonah Hat hawnay, who
purchased |and on the southern portion of the island on March 30, 1710.
No history could be found of Jonah Hat haway, but Seth Pope was quite
influential in the community.

Seth Pope was the son of Thonas Pope who cane t o Plymouth on the ship
"Mry and John" in 1627. Thonas served in the col onial arn%/_, was the
town surveyor and constable, and served on the jury. But his tendency
to express his opinions freely together with his ready tenper involved
him in disputes which led to arrests and fines on several occasions.

In 1673 he noved his famly to Dartnouth Territory. VMen he [anded on
the Acushnet Rver he negotiated with the VEnpanoag |ndians for 172
Iz;c_reﬁ of land which today conprise a |large portion of the town of

ai rhaven.

Seth Pope was born in January of 1648, VMen he was a young nan he was
ordered to depart from the town of Sandw ch for pedaling goods. Vien
he left he vowed he woul d eventual |y cone back and buy the town. In
1685 he was chosen Sel ectnen for Dartnouth. Four years |ater hewas
re-elected and was al so chosen as a representative for the P ynouth
General Court. By 1691 he was nade Justice of the Peace for Dartnouth.
In 1700 he nade his promse a reali t?/. by purchasing a large portion of
Sandw ch including agrist mll, fulling mll and a weaving shop.

The third owner of the island in the eighteenth century was naned ina
deed dated January 17, 1736. In this deed Joseph Russell, Jr. willed
his share of Palner's Island tohis son Caleb Russell. Joseph Russell,
Jr. had arrived in Dartnouth in 1711 and purchased nost of the |and
south of Lhion Street along the Acushnet River.

Palner's Island was used as a garrison during the Revolutionary Ver.

A though the property on Palner's Island passed through nany hands, it
was not until 1849 that the first building appeared. At that time one
acre of land was purchased on the northern tipof the island by the
United States Governnent for the construction of a lighthouse and hone
for the lighthouse keeper. In this period the \/\Inalingi1 I ndustry was
still growng and New Bedford had one of the busiest harbors in the
worl d, exporting alnost half of the nation's supply of oil.

JAN29 190
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For alnost a hundred years |ighthouse keepers I|ived in the hone and
kept the waters illumnatedfor safe travel. In Septenber of 1938 a
hurricane destroyed the house and the keeper's wife, Sara Small, was
washed away by a wave. Se had been trying to reach her husband in
the lighthouse. The keeper, Captain Arthur A Small, vas injured
and took a |eave of absence. ile Captain Small ves keeper, the
light was changed from a revolving red beamto a fixed green |ight.

During Captain Small's leave a substitute keeper was hired and a port-
able two car gara%e ves noved to the island and equi pped for Iiving
quarters. The substitute keeper's nane vas Martin Mal oney. H ha
becone a hero during the 1938 hurricane: H had been stationed at

Bul lock's light in Providence and had mracul ously kept the Iight
going as waves crashed into the |ower ﬁart of the Iighthouse.

tain Miloney vas still tending the lighthouse on Palmer's Islandin
August of 1939 when the country celebrated the 150th anniversary of
National Lighthouse Véek. H invited anyone interestedto visit the
|'i ght house where he explained it soperation.

The |ighthouse no longer required a keeper when it wvas wired for opera-
tion fromthe Butler's Flat |ighthouse (located on the west side of the
channel inthe outer harbor). In 1966 the |ighthouse caught fire and
the insidews conpletely destroyed.

In 1866 the other five acres of the island were owned by George W
Furber who, together with Hutching Tillinghast, built a sunmer hone.

A few years later the buildingves altered and nade into Furber's Hotel.
The hotel soon gained a questionable reputation because of the enter-
tainment provided for the whalers between trips. In 1890 a dance hall
and bowing alley were added. Miny passengers were carried from the
mainland on the steaner "Genevieve."

In 1888 the property vas acquired jointly by Abbot P Smth and J.
Arthur Beauvais wo were often referredto as nentbers of a syndicate.
Runors spread of the operation of a ganbling casino on the island.

In 1893, Dr. Ezekiel H Noble acquired the property and converted i t
back into a sunmer hone. MNot long afterwards the property reverted
back to M. Smth and M. Beauvais w0 inturn sold i tto the Hathaway
MIl Corporation and the Acushnet M|l Corporation.

Ov August 30, 1905, the house - which had just been repaired for a tenant
caught fire and burned to the ground. The spectacul ar blaze, which was
viewed by people on both shores of the Acushnet River, nay have been
caused by youngsters seen playing in the area.

Before the old hotel was destroyed several proposals had been nade f or
its use. Qe sunmer Or. Inmanuel P Feiffer, wio claimed to have in-
vented a cure for rheunatism rented the hotel for use as a sanitarium
however, his plans never materialized. The City had also proposed to
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buy the building for aninfirmary. A A* '

JosePh B C Tuell wasthe only child ever born onPalner's Island. He
ves the son of one of the |ighthouse keepers. Vden hedied in 195 at
the age of 77 he had his ashes sprinkled over the island. Hs sister
Sarah vas married to Henry Worth, the fanous NewBedford lawer and his-

torran.

Snce the destruction of the ol d hotel several other pro%(gals for the
island' s use have been nade but never carried through. Hat haway and
Acushnet [*i[ls Corporations wanted to use the land for the storage of coal
but the plan proved uneconomcal. Aproposal was al so nade to install
landing strips for the use of an airport for small planes, but the island
proved to betoo small for planes to use safely in poor weather conditions.
A one tine the city wanted to run railroad tracks onto the island and
build a steanship termnal.

Athough none of these proposal s have ever gone through. Pal ner's |sland
renai ns |egendary. The |ighthouse greeted shi ﬁs comng hone from whal i ng
or fishing trips. For generations the island has al so been a special re-
creation place for famly picnicsand clanbakes.
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COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSE
[ITITITR” | Office of the Secretary of State
MASSACHUSETTS 294 Washington Street

Boston, IVlassachusetts
HISTORICAL 02108 i M [ CHARL JCBEPH GONINCLLY

COMMISSION 617-727-8470 Secret ai

Decentoer 14, 1979

M. MS Phillips

Chief, Real Estate Division

Departnent of the Arny

NewEngland Division, Gorps of Engineers
424 Trapel o Road

Vél t ham Mass. 02154

Dear M. Phillips: iy I A

| have reviewed, the nomnation formfor Palner's Island Light Station

in NewBedford Inner Harbor. | nrmyopinion, andinthe opinionof the
State ReviewBoard, it appears to neet the criteriaforlisting inthe
National Register of Historic Places. The |ighthouse has played an
inportant role inthe navigational history of NewBedford. |naccordance
with 36 GRPart 1202.15(b), | amreturning the formto you so that you
nay forwad it to the Secretary of Interior.

‘atricia L. Vsl owski .
Executive Director o
Massachusetts Historical GComm ssion

R\
enc.
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133 William Street City o New Bedfard

New Bedford, Massschussts 02740

(617) 999-2931 HISTORICAL COMMISSION

Carol Shull ~ - -
Acting Keeper of the National Register Boo
National Register
Heritage Conservation & Recreation Service
United States Departnent of the Interior
Vashi ngt on DC

20243

January 22. 1980
Dear Ms. Shull:

| he NewBedford Historical Cotinission at aneetingheld January
9, 1980, voted unanimously t osi*port the nammation of Palmer's
Island t othe National Register of Historic Places. I nviewof the
i nportance of Palmer's Island i n NewBedford History, the NewBedford
Historical Cormssion would like it t obe accorded Landmark Statias which
is alsoheld by the Bedford Landing - Waterfront Historic District.

Si ncerely,

Roger R Guay
Chai i man

RRG/ixn
ff:1/22/80



THE NAi: IC PLACES

29\m

DAIt .

DATE AC , .AMN

INITI?

» e

1%,



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF OF ENGINEERS
WASHINGTON. D.C. 20314

REPLY TO
ATTENTION OF:

DAEN-CWP-P 29 January 1980

Carol Shull, Acting Keeper

National Register of Historic Places
U S Departnment of thelnterior
Washi ngton, DC 20240

Dear Ms. Shull: : Aer

Inclosed are an original and two copies of your form 10-306 and
acconpanyi ng docurments nomnating thePalmers Island Light Station,
New Bedford, Massachusetts, t otheNational Register of Historic
Pl aces.

e of t he acconmpanying docunents i sa Decenber 14, 1979 letter from
the Massachusetts Historical Conmm ssion expressing theview that this
property meets thecriteria for inclusion i ntheRegister. The State
Historic Preservation Officer and | havjf both executed theoriginal oi
the nom nation.

Incls
as

AN %0ir
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M. Roger R Quay

Chai r nan

City of New Bedford

Hi storical Conm sslon

133 W lliam Street

New Bedford, Massachusetts 02740

Dear M. Qay:

Thank you f or your comments i n support of the nom nation of JPal ner-

I'sland Light Station. Bristol County. Massachusetts, to the National *

Regi ster of Historic Places. The nom nationi scurrently being

reviewed by the National Register staff.

[f we can be of further assistance to you, please let us know,
appreciate your interest i nthe National Register.

Sincerely,

Carol D Shull

Acting Keeper of the National
Regi ster

IS Ms. Patricia L. Weslowski, SHQ Mssachusetts

bcc:  National Register File
S Harrison:ts: 343- 6401"/5/ 80 J)



ENTRI ES | N THE NATI ONAL REG STER

STATE  MASSANm SKTTS

Date Entered NR26 |%

Nane Locati on

Pal mer |sland Light Station New Bedford
Bristol County

Aipti
Al'so Notified
Honor abl e Paul Tsongas
Honor abl e Edward M Kennedy State Historic Preservation Officer
Honorabl e Gerry E. Studds Ms. Patricia L. Wesl owski
M. Richard Leverty, Executive Director, Missachusetts
Corps of Engineers Hi storical Conmm ssion

294 \Washington Street
Bost on, Massachusetts 02108

NR Byers/bjr 4/ 1/ 80

For further information, please call theNational Register at (202)343-6401.
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THEMATIC GROUP NOMIi“ATION ' AN\ -
Palmer Island Light Station, New Bedford \

Historical Description: Built between June 9 and Septenter 22, 1849 by
Charles M. Pierce, Masonry, under contract to the Superintendent of Lights, at
a cost of $1951. Though original specified to be octagonal, the tower appears
to have always been circular in plan, as it is today. Pertinent dimensions
are as follows: (U.S. Coast Guard RG-26{a)).

Foundation - 3 ft. high rubble masonry

Tower - Rubble masonry 24 ft high with 18 ft. 4 inch diameter and 3 ft.
thick walls at base, and 10ft. diameter and 18 inch thick walls
at top (Exhs. A-D).

Floor - Brick

Stairs - Three flights of wooden stairs spiraling the inner face of the
wall, and an upper flight of iron steps.

Entry - Two 6 ft. 10 in. X 3 ft. doors.

Windows - Three 19 in. X 21 1/2 in. windows of twelve 8 in. X 6 in. lights
(Exhs. A-D).

Lantern - Deck - 10 ft. diameter, of copper sheathed wood with iron

railing, and tower access via scuffle.

Lantern - Specified as octagonal, iron with 6 plate glass lights
of 24 in. X 15 in. on each face; 4 ft. X 2 ft. copper sheathed
door in ventilator in dome top 15 in. high X 12 in. diameter with
2 ft. X 1 ft. copper sheathed vane above. The light may have
been fueled by whale oil produced at this time, and was probably
of the fixed white form noted in 1889.

Note - The 9 sided lantern now present (1979) may be original.
Lightning Rod - On tower exterior, from ledge to 1 ft. above vane
on lantern.

A keeper's dwelling was built, and other buildings constructed on the island
in later years. Their history and present condition are assessed in the
attached Archaeological Reconnaissance Report. Various alterations were made
to the structure during its use (U.S. Coast Guard RG 26(b)).

1857: The lenses of the light were replaced.

1863: A new "lantern" was installed. This may refer to either a new
lamp in the structure, or replacement of the supposed octagonal
lantern described above, with the 9 sided one now on the
structure (Exhs. A-D). As noted above, the lantern may have not
been built in octagonal form as described in the original
construction specifications. By 1931, the lantern had a single
large pane of glass in each face, measuring 36 in. X 28 in. X 1/4
in., rather than the small panes of mid 19th century form. The
ventilator was in the parapet. Lantern door has dimensions of 6
ft. 8 in. X2 ft. 8 in. located on tower's N side.

1883: The iron hand rail on the dike to the tower was renewed (Exhs.
A-D). If the island's form on Deer's map 1871 is accurate (see
Archaeological Reconnaissance, attached) this dike may not have
been built until after 1871.

By 1889: The light is a fixed white type.

5/31/1900: A fog bell was installed in a frame pyramidal tower adjoining the
island end of the dike (Exh. A). New stairs and deck were built.

1902: . A frame covered way was built on the dike (Exh. B). The 1900
bell tower was apparently destroyed by storms or removed at about
this time.

3/\
N

SN



LIGHTHOUSES OF MASSACHUSETTS
THEMATIC GROUP NOMINATION ,

By 1929:(New A frame bell tower on a concrete platform was attached to the
Bedford Stan lighthouse side opposite the dike. Access was provided by a

Lighthouse #32
Page 2

card Times) small door and two rung ladder in the lighthouse (Exhs. C & D).
The bell was mechanically rung at 10 second intervals and hung in

an upper window of the tower. It was 3 ft. 4 in. diameter X 2

ft. 6 in. high, weighed 1160 Ibs. and was made by Henry McShane

in 1901. tHough a vestibule remained, the covered way on the

g dike was gone by this time (Exh. C). A revolving red light may
have replaced the fixed white one by this time, to be replaced by A,

a fixed green one during the tenure of Captain Arthur Small.

By 1931: The following additional features are noted as existing by this

time (U.S. Coast Guard RG-26(c)).
In Lantern: A fixed light with green shade (replacing the

revolving one noted above), of 870 candle power operated off a

kerosene mantle of 1-1/4 in. diameter. The drum had 4 panels of A

5 elements each with 5 upper and 3 lower prisms in each panel,
all mounted on an iron pedestal. Focal plane was at 35.66 ft.

m.s.l. and the light was classified as 5th order.
Tower: Contains a closet with shelves, for spare lamp parts.
Tower is whitewashed.
1941: The lighthouse was automated to operate from Butler's Flat
Li ght house.
1962: Purchased by U.S. Amy Corps of Engineers.

1966: Vandals set fire to the building, gutting the interior. The bell

tower nay have been destroyed onthis date or sone tine after
1939, . T .

Present Condi tion: o "
Tover - Intact in 1849 formwith pre 1929 concrete base at bel | tower

| (Bhs. B | -
Stairs - (harred e of su%gorts are present innotches within the
interior masonry (Exh. F).

Floor - Sand covered, concrete post incenter probably stair support 1900

&h Q.

Entry - rs mssi ngl, evidence at door frame and roof of forner covered
e

way are visible
sife remains, with rungs (Exhs. G |, an

around doorway. (Exh. E). Entrytobell tower

cand J).
Wndows - Lover w ndow onSsilge I s bricked closed (ngh. H. N wndow

frames remain (Exh.

Lantern - Iron frame remains, slightly displaced; roofing and ventilator
. ad K. Floor of tower rslittered with 38

(Exhs.

goe (| E | .
in. thick broken gI| ass, probably fromlantern wndows; doorway is
a

bricked shut (Exh’I); pl
sides (Exhs. H I ad K).

tformgone, railing has slid dom towner

Dke - Nde of rubbl e stone with quarried bl ock upper course, islandend

vashed avnay ( Exhs.

Bases of iron railing visible, . .

SI E I ; .
railing fragments remain inwater inwater toeither side of the

di ke.
Satement of Significance

The significance of Paner Island Light lies intwo factors, its historic
association andits architecture.
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At the time of the light's construction. New Bedford was the major home port
of the world's whaling fleet, supplying nearly 50% of the American oil
supply. This prosperity was probably a major impetus for the lighthouse
construction.

The whaling industry collapsed during the second half of the century, but
considerable commercial and fishing traffic continued to operate out of the
harbor through out the late 19th and 20th century. The light was kept during
nor nearly 100 years, through several major storns, including a gale which
damaged the plank walk from the keeper's house to the tower on September 8,
1869, and the 1938 hurricane which destroyed the keeeper's house. The keeper.
Captain Arthur A. Small, was injured and his wife was drowned while attempting
to reach the light.

An 1851 representation of the lighthouse is a prominent feature of the seal of
the City of New Bedford (Fig. 3 of attached Archaeological Report).

The remaining features of the lighthouse are primarily those which date from
its original construction in 1849, as the 1966 fire destroyed the wooden
additions and modifications of the late 19th and early 20th century.

The tower, itself, has only been modified by the bricking of one window and
the parapet door and cutting of the early 20th century bell tower door.
Remains of the latter feature also include the concrete platform which
supported it.

The iron lantern frame and parapet railing appear to date from at least 1863,
and possibly from 1849.

The dike, though damaged, is substantially as built in the 19th century, with
most of the railings remaining in broken condition nearby.

The hurricane damaged and fire gutted condition of the structure, though
destroying much evidence of the 20th century interior and light mechanism,
provides potential from restoration of the structure to any of the earlier
periods of operation. As records of the structure appear to be fairly
complete, a fairly accurate reconstruction to 19th century condition may be
possible. The City of New Bedford has expressed strong interest in acquiring
the property with the intention of performing such a restoration as a major
component of a proposed park on Palmer's Island.

As one of the few early 19th century lighthouses remaining in the United
States, this structure is representative of its type. Its present overall
appearance suggests the 1849 form, due to loss of later additions. Further,
the lighthouse has important historical associations as an important local
feature of the local "made" landscape, reflected by its appearance on the city
seal and in numerous photo essays in local newspapers. Because of these
factors. Palmer's Island Light appears eligible for inclusion in the National
Register of Historic Places. The potential restoration of the structure to
operating condition would provide the modern visitor with a highly visible
link to New Bedford's maritime past.
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