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DESCRIBETHE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (F KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

LGCAL GONTEXT

Wthin Newburyport's downtown historic district, the Newburyport Post
Ofice i s located at one of the city's main intersections, Pleasant and
Qeen Streets. Adjacent are business offices, storefront retail, tw
churches (a Baptist Church to the west and the Church of the First Religious
Society to the east). Brown Square Park, and Newburyport City Hall (built in
1851 in an Italian Villa stylewth rusticated quoins, gable roof, and
round- headed pedi nent wi ndows). A new brick sidewal k has been |aid
t hroughout the area.

. PHYS CAL APPEARANCE

Overal |, the building and corner ot are in good condition. Its
distinctive features include three leirge arched, narble-trimed openi ngs
with a Palladian notif, symetrical floorplan and elevation, a hip roof,
brick quoins, and a nmarble belt course and cornice line. The structureis
on the front portion of the site, with a paved vehicle naneuvering area
occupying nost of the east side and al | of the back of the property. In plan
the building has an original vestibule that leads to a public |obby flanked
by the Postmaster's office to the right and service area to the left. Behind
the service screen i s the workroomw th nmail vestibule and platform beyond.

Seven granite steps with brass pipe railings create the main approach.
low wng walls, brick with a marble cap, frame the stairs; on top are cast
iron | ampposts. The front (north) elevation is a five-bay structure with a
three-bay central projecting entrance. The elevations are of red brick laid
in an English bond with corner quoins remniscent of the adjacent City Hall.
The w ndows are doubl e-hung wood sash, 12/12 |ightswth marble sills and
keystones. The central Palladian w ndows include narble trim keystone and
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springer stones, and a pilastered balustrade panel below The door is wthin
an arch opening franmed by narble Ronan Doric three-quarter engaged col umms,
entabl ature, keystone and springer stones, and fanlight with decorative
trimmng. The replacenment glass and al umnumdoors are topped with a

nanepl ate and decorative netal grilles. The entablature's cornice is
denticulated, and itsfrieze consists of geometric and floral patterns.

O the exterior front - the |obby, service counter and Postnmaster's
office - i s nmarked by a continuous decorated narble cornice, a brick psu apet
inset with nmarble balustrade panels above the arched openings, a slate hip
roof, and Inverted corners.

The side elevations are simlar in detail to the front facade. The
east elevation conforns to Geen Street once past the main front public
bl ock. The rear (south) elevation contains the mail platform Metal grilles
with a Geek key pattern are conmon above nost of the building's rectangular
w ndows. The back of the building has a flat gravel roof wth parapet walls.

(e enters the building through a steel and glass vestibule into the
two story height public Iobby. The floor isred quarry tile boardered with
white narble; the walls are plaster with a panel ed wood dado and bl ack
marbl e base. The coffered ceiling and itssinple nolding are also of
plaster. The Palladian wndownotif is recalled in the center of the
service screen wall and above the replacenent service counter on the east
wal | by the overhead wood frane openings.

| TERATI ONS.

The far east side of the south wall, which once contained service
w ndows has been replaced with a door and additional boxes. The individual
service w ndows on the east wall have been opened up and w dened beyond the
W ndow frame above to forma single service counter. The nolding along the
ceiling's edge i sin poor condition and parts have been replaced. The
interior side of the front facade has been replaced due to a roof collapse.
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Construction started:JulyMANANANNNNNNNNY James A. Wt nore, Sup. Architect
Dedi cation: My 5 1928 A M Lundburg, Builder

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE Arnol d Shorrick, Architects
Repai rs: 1975

SPECIFIC DATES

The Newburyport Main Post Office building is situated i nthe heart of Newburyport's
historic downtown. Built i n1928 it was designed inthe Colonial or nmore specifically,
Georgian Revival style. Architecturally it i ssignificant as anexanple of the US
Treasury Departnent's policy during the 1910's and 1920's t oerect "buildings adapted
to local conditions and i nkeeping with the inportance of the comunities i nwhich they
are erected." Compatibility, interiors fornms, style and materials wth surrounding
structures i s the Newburyport Post Office building's chief hallmrk. The nonumentality,
expensive building materials and lavish interior treatments, typical of the early
1900" s post office design, i s nowhere i nevidence. Its boxey red brick with stone
trimred form conplenents the red brick Italianate City Hall (1851) and other buildings
in the immediate area.

During the md 1970's, Newburyport was one of 799 towns and cities determned eligible
for a Federal building byaU S Treasury Departnment survey. The Newburyport Post
Office building owes its existencetothePublic Buildings Act of 1926 - a general
enabling act which allotted $100,000.00 for buildings outsidethe District of Colunbia.
The building falls within dass Cof the Secretary of the Treasury's 1915 Classification
of Buildings byvirtue of its location within a "second class city" and the type of
materials enployed i nits construction.

This building's US Treasury SupervisingArchitect was Janes A VWtnore - born

Novenber 10, 1863 i n Bath, NewYork, hewas a graduate of Georgetown University. He
began work as a | awand court stenographer and joined the US Treasury Departnent

in 1885. Qver a 45year period, heheld positions within the US Treasury Departnent
rangi ng from stenographer t o SupervisingArchitect. During his tenure at |east 2,000
buil dings were designed inhis office. He died March 4, 1940. Arthur Shorrick was t he
local architect charged with preparingdesigns and floor plans that would serve as

a guide for working drawings and specification produced within the SupervisingArchitect's
office (asearch i n Boston and local libraries didnotyield information on Shorrick).
The Public Buildings Act of May 25, 1926 (Keyes-Elliot Act) authorizedthe Secretary

of the Treasury tohire outsidearchitects i n"special cases."

The Newburyport Main Post Office occupies thesite of the old "Star Theatre, apopul ar
entertainment spot at theturn of the century. The governnent purchased the landi n
1911 for $25,000.00 and over the years slowy developed aplan calling for a two-
story post office. Theoriginal appropriation was $75,000.00 but war efforts caused
construction costs torise. Funds were raised t oneet building costs of $102, 000. 00
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Construction began i nJuly, 1927 and t hebuilding was opened on May 31, 1928, making
it thefirst permanent postal location i nthecity.

The Newburyport Post Office i ssymbolic of Newburyport's prosperity during the late
1920's. 1 n 1928 a major industrial devel opermt was conpleted i n buildings on Warren/
Kent Streets i ntheformer property of ND Dodge Shoe Conpany. Seventy-five
thousand (75,000) square feet of floor space was rented t o shoe factories and a rain
coat conpany along with smaller shops. I naddition a large branch of theb5 cents
Savings Bank was opened i nNewburyport i nFebruary, 1928.

In April, 1985 t he Newburyport Main Post Office Building received a $90,000.00 face
[ift. It was repointed by theAlan Tisbert Masonry Co. of Methuen. The three nonth
project included therepair of its slate roof. Compatibility with its surroundings
was once again an inmportant issue as it was "spruced up t omatch therest of the
downtown." The repairs were supervised by thereal estate division at Lexington,

A
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FIELD REAL ESTATE AND BUILDINGS OFFICE
P.O. Box 324
Lexington, MA 02173-0324

August 27, 1985

The Honorable Richard Sullivan 1" >
Mayor, City of Newburyport .
Newburyport City Hall NN r,

Pl easant Street
Newburyport, M\ 01950

Dear Mayor Sul livan: *
e f 1

The U S Postal Service, i nconjunction with theMassachusetts State

Historic Preservation Officer i nBoston, has evaluated t heMin Post Officei n

Newburyport and has determined i ti ssignificant froman historical viewpoint.

In view of t he above evaluation, theU S Postal Service intends t o nom nate
this building totheNational Register of Historic Places. V& would, priorto
our taking formal action, appreciate receiving your concurrence.

[ you concur with our proposed action, kindly return a signed copy of this
letter i ntheenclosed envel ope.

Jilieland
(Meral Manager

Concur
Encl osure

JPJ phw
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UNITED STATES POSTAL SERVICE
475 L'Enfant Plaza, SW
Washington, DC 20260

My 7, 1986

Ms. Carol D Shul

Chief of Registration

National Register of Historic Places
National Park Service

Department of Interior

Washi ngton, DC 20240- 1002

Dear M. Shull:

The Postal Service hereby submts a nomnation for the
post office located at 61 Pleasant Street, Essex County,
Newburyport, Massachusetts.

If you have questions concerning this nomnation, please
call ne at 202/ 268-3107.

Sincerely,

jorenson _
Realty Specialist, Senior
Office of Real Estate

Enclosure

MY 12 196



