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Located at 1612 17th Street in Denver, the Oxford Hotel is a tripartite structure 
forming a single complex. The original building, a five-story, red brick structure 
in the shape of a "U", faces northeast from its placement on the southwest corner of 
17th and Wazee Streets. Immediately to the southwest is a two-story addition that 
faces onto Wazee Street. To the northwest of the original building there is the 
five-story, terra-eotta Oxford Annex, which faces onto 17th Street.

The northeast and southeast facades of the original building can be divided into 
two horizontal elements. The first takes up the street level. The original plan 
there called for large, plate-glass windows to face both 17th and Wazee Streets, but 
in recent years some panes have been removed and the openings boarded, particularly 
along Wazee Street. There is one entrance along Wazee and three along 17th. Above 
the ground level the building remains much as, it was when designed. The northeast 
facade has seven bays and the southeast facade six. Each of the bays has two win­ 
dows except for the two most southern bays on the southeast facade; they have three 
windows. The fenestration is particularly important, for the windows on the second, 
third and fifth floors have flat arches in contrast to those along the fourth floor 
which have radiating voussoirs. This change tends to lessen the overpowering scale 
of the building. All the windows are two sashed and double hung. The entire facade 
is decorated with ornamental features in a flower motif. Nonetheless, the structure 
gives the impression of a fortress due in a large part to its scale and to the treat 
ment of the roof line which uses square caps separated by ornamental brickwork to 

give the feeling of castellation.

The two-story addition located to the southwest of the original structure was built 
in 1902 to provide additional rooms. The treatment of the first and second floors 
as well as the roof line reflects that of the main structure.

The design of the Oxford Annex, however, departs sharply from the architecture of 
the other two structures. The Annex is a five-story building topped by a flat roof 
and decorated lavishly with terra cotta. The first story has a large number of 
plate-glass windows that face 17th Street, but above, the facade has six bays at 
each lev"? The upper floors are set off from the first story by the use of detail 
coursing and what resembles (but is not) an ornamental balcony.

-
the frieze and brackets are repeated across the front of the
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change also saw the installation of the magnificent stained glass windows with their 
representations of Dutch life. In 1930, as part of the alteration that saw aluminum 
siding added to the exterior, the owners built the Cruise Room bar with its paneled 
walls highlighted by ornamental scenes carved in bas relief. Later in 1956 there 
was an attempt to "modernize" the hotel by lowering ceilings and paneling the original 
black and white marble lobby with some type of veneer.
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The Oxford Hotel is significant for its role in commerce and for its association with 
Frank Edbrooke, Robert Willison, and Montana Fallis, three architects who designed 
many structures important in Colorado f s development.

The construction of the original five-story building to be known as the Oxford Hotel 
began in 1890. The work lasted a year, and the grand opening took place on October 2, 
1891. The new hotel became popular in short order due as much to the ideal location, 
a block south of Union Station in the city's railroad center, as to its excellent 
service, fine cuisine, and moderate rates. Business grew steadily. By 1902 it had 
become obvious that the 400 rooms in the original structure were inadequate to meet 
the demand. This prompted the owners to put on a fifty-room addition in the same 
style as the older building. Business continued to grow over the next few years, and 
in 1912 the owners erected another addition called the Oxford Annex. This building, 
however, had 200 rooms and was done in a different architectural style. Business 
remained good until after World War II when the collapse of the rail transportation 
system and the decline of the older area tumbled the hotel from its former glories. 
In recent years the building has been little more than an overnight boarding house in 
a sleazy part of town. Of late, however, this area appears to be undergoing a renais­ 
sance, and new plans to rehabilitate the Oxford may well begin a new chapter in its 
long history.

The designers of the Oxford complex were architects of great note in Colorado. The 
original five-story structure was the work of Frank Edbrooke, who has been termed a 
"master of street architecture," the man responsible for many buildings erected in 
downtown Denver in the 1880s and 1890s. Many of his commissions still stand, including 
the Denver Dry Goods Building, the Central Presbyterian Church, the Masonic Temple, 
Loretto Heights Academy, and the Brown Palace Hotel, all listed in the National Reg­ 
ister. The designers of the five-story Oxford Annex, however, were Robert Willison 
and Montana Fallis. Willison was the principal architect for the City Auditorium and 
the Post Office Building, and he was an associate of Edbrooke in designing the Brown 
Palace. Fallis designed the West Court Hotel, a building known for its elaborate 
ornamentation and use of terra cotta, and the Ideal Cement Building, the first concrete 
structure in Denver, a building also listed in the Register.
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Lots 28-32 and the rear 58.1 feet of lots 1-5 all in Block 15 of E. Denver.
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