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The English Tudor style Hazelden home of the late George Ade, author, humorist, and 
playwright, was built in 1904 (Billy Mann, Chicago, was architect). The many-gabled 
two story frame and plaster structure contains 14 rooms, three complete bathrooms and 
two half-baths. The house features leaded-glass windows, beamed and vaulted ceilings.

The front door opens into a large foyer dominated by a solid oak open stairway — its 
stairwell extending to the top ceiling of the second floor. Leading off either side 
of the foyer are large openings; one into a spacious living room, the other into the 
dining room. Two huge brick fireplaces compliment each other on either end of the 
massive rooms. Brick chimneys of these fireplaces extend through the ceilings of both 
rooms. A built-in-glass-enclosed book case lines one entire wall of the living room. 
A built-in sideboard (buffet) extends along a wall in the dining room. There are many 
brass candelabra walltype light fixtures. Other light fixtures are in keeping with 
the home of that era. All first-floor woodwork is solid mission finish oak.

Mr. Ada's Study is located off from the dining room, 
left it, including furniture and objets d 1 art.

It is completely intact as he

Three second floor rooms (formerly bedrooms) have been converted into museum rooms. 
These rooms contain much of Ade memorabilia, including an almost complete set of Ade 
books, plays. Numerous photographs and some original manuscripts are housed here. 
All are displayed in glass cases.

Alterations in the restoration Include an apartment for a caretaker (3 rooms), second 
floor west; living room, bedroom, and kitchen — these were formerly bedrooms. Two 
porches east (first and second floor), formerly screened, are now glassed-in and 
heated so they can be used during winter months.

Other buildings still existing on the estate grounds include a two-story carriage 
house with chauffeur's quarters and a large well house.

The home has been almost completely restored authentically at a cost of more than 
$50,000.00 — all by public donation.
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SPECIFIC DATES
Home built in 1904,

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

When George Ade moved in to his newly-built Hazelden Home in 1904, he continued play- 
writing—first written in his new home was The College Widow (this play grossed for him 
over two million dollars at the box office before going to stock companies). This was 
followed by Sho-Gun. the same year. Ade continued writing his plays, books, and magazine 
articles through the next several years to amass a fortune.

Ade, the party-giver, entertained the high and the mighty and also the not so mighty. 
Theodore Roosevelt, William Howard Taft, and Calvin Coolidge stayed at the house, as 
did Gene Tunney, James Whitcomb Riley, Booth Tarkington,Will Rogers, Damon Runyon, John 
T. McCutcheon, Kenesaw Mountain Landis, Ernie Pyle, Franklin P. Adams, and Douglas 
MacArthur (then a Lt. Col.), to name a few.

"The House Where Laughter Dwelt," had its serious moments too. In 1908, William Howard 
Taft launched his successful campaign for the 27th President of the United States. More 
than 20,000 people attended the rally at Hazelden Farm. Many political parties were held 
at Hazelden. Vice-President Charles Dawes was principal speaker there in 1924. Ade was 
in the national political background during most of his active life.

Sigma Chi held picnics; Indiana Society of Chicago (founded by George Ade and John T. 
McCutcheon in 1905) held frequent dinner parties. The annual summer Children's Picnics 
were much sought-after invitationals. National Golf Matehes on Ade's own golf course for 
the benefit of the American Red Cross were great events of consequence.

In June, 1941, a meeting was held in George Ade's Study to establish a national organiza 
tion of the friends of Mark Twain.
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