Form 10-300 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

(Rev. 6-72) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM
(Type all entries complete  applicable sections)
jlyNAME
COMMON:

Peabody Institute Library

AND/OR HISTORIC:

Peabody Institute Library
jl. LOCATtON

STREET AND NUMBER:

Main Street

CITY OR TOWN:

STATE:

Massachusetts

COUNTY:
Essex

FOR NPS USE ONUy
ENTRY DATE

m 4 191

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT:

Peabody 6th
STATE CobE COUNTY:
Massachusetts 025
3. CLASSIFICATION

CATEGORY WNERSHIP
(Check  One) © s

District E  Building Q Public Public Acquisition;

Site . Structure . Private I 1 In Process

Object . Both

PRESEN T USE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

I 1 Agricultural I I Government . Park

1 | Commercial i | Industrial ! | Private Residence
E Educational . Military Q Religious

i | Entertainment 3 Museum [ | Scientific

[A. OWNER OF PROPeRTY

OWNER'S NAME:

Trustees of t hePeabodv Institute Library

uJ STREET AND NUMBER
v Peabody Institute Library, Main Street
CITY OR TOWN:
Peabody
5 LOCATfON OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION

COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC:

Essex County Registry of Deeds

STREET AND NUMBER;

CITY OR TOWN;

Salem
|[v  REARJStNtATIOjN IN EXISTING SURVEYS

TITLE OF SURVEY:

Inventory of Historic Places

DATE OF SURVEY; Federal

DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS:

Massachusetts Historical Conm ssion

STREET AND NUMBER:

40 Rp.acnn .qtr-pet

CITY OR TOWN ;

Boston

Essex

[ | Being Considered

CODE
009
STATUS ACCESSIBLE
TO THE PUBLIC
[3 Occupied Yes:
1 1  Unoccupied Q- Restricted
| | Preservation work | 1 Unrestricted
in progres r + No
Transportation m Comments

Other (Specify)



DESCRIPTION
(Check One)

jStl Excellent . Good Q Fair . Deteriorated Q Ruins . Unexposed
CONDITION (Check One) fChecft One)
Altered . Unaltered n  Moved H Original Site
DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Sche two-storey Peabody Institute Library® Peabody, Massachusetts, i s

located at Peabody Square, on Main Street. \Built on a high granite
foundation, thebuilding has a ridge roof and i s of redbrick with sand-
stone trim, i nasimplifiedlItalialiate style. The gable end which faces

the street has a bracketed cornice witJi return and contains an oculusi n

the pediment. The building i sthree bays wide at t he facade elevation,
pvinctuated by round-top wi ndows, each headed by a sandstone hoodmol dThese
wi ndows originally were divided longitudinally, withintheframe, into

two round-topped sashes with a circul ar opening above, but they have
recently been altered tosinmple triple hung sashes.

>

ix granite steps lead up t ot hecentered sandstone entrance portico, on
the facade, supported by lonic pillars with a balustrade above. The
structure has a double belt course of brick between thefirst and second
floors, with brick quoins on thefacade, running fromthe foundation to the
upper belt course. ~The original building, which contained a library and
conmttee roomon thefirst floor and a lecture hall above, was fifty feet
wide by eighty two feet deep, and extended five bays t ot herea3f?*~JIt was
enlarged i n1867 and i n1868 by a forty six foot el | addition built at
right angles totherear of thebuilding. | twas i nthis addition that
roomwas provided on t hesecond floor for theelaborately paneled Sutton
Ref erence Room

Vhie ori gi nal spear-topped cast iron fence separates t heproperty fromt he
street. The entrance opening i sdesignated by two heavy granite pillars
topped by cast iron light fixtures;

3 35S

70



SIGNIFICANCE
PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate)
Pre-Columbian’ . 16th Century . 18th Century g 20th Century
15th Century . 17th Century 0 19th Century

SPECIFIC DATE(S1  (If Applicable and  Known)

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

Abor iginal Education Urban Planning

1 1 Prehistoric | 1 Engineering her (Specify)
Historic I 1 Industry O40phy AAC/I/AnJSO’

I | Agriculture { | Invention

55 Architecture 1 | Landscape . |S«ip,ur.” n

E Art Architecture

I 1 Commerce fE] Literature vifpirion ~'O

I 1 Communications . Military o THAt@émn.

I'1 Conservation Music N Transpi>IMAE»iA> j) V A [ A A

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Vhe construction of the Peabody Institute Library was nade possi bl eby
consecutive monetary gifts, eventuallytotalling $200,000, from George
Peabody, international merchant, banker and philanthropist whogrewup i n
the*town of Peabody.”The cornerstone was laid i n18S3 with t heHonorable
Abbott Lawrence i ncharge of t hecerenony. Wen t hebuilding was
completed anddedicated i nSeptenber, 1854, Rufus Choate deliveredthe
dedi cation address; at this time thebuilding was named f orits benefactor
CGeorge Peabody. Fourteen years later (1868), when t hetown of South
Danvers separated from Danvers, i ttoowas naned for M. Peabody.

The first course of lectures given at thelnstitute began i n Novenber,
1854, and many prom nent people, including O iver Wendell Holmes and
Ral ph Wal do Emerson, were guest lecturers here over theyears.

CGeor ge Peabody's philanthropy knew no geographical limtations. He nade
large gifts t onunerous towns i nboth theUnited States andi nEngl and,
libraries, institutes andestablishing educational funds. He contributed
to churches, colleges, and, i n1862, he establisheda trust fund, for
housing t hepoor of London, which eventual |y amounted t o $3, 000, 000.

For this he was honored by Queen Victoria who offered hi ma baronetcy.
Uoon hi srefusal, she presented hi mwith anenaneled m niature portrait
of herself framed i nsolid gold, studded with jewels. Thismniature,
as well as Peabody's many ot her golden awards, representingthehonors
best owed upon him are a permanent part of t hePeabody Institute Library's
collection, They areexhibited i nanillum nated vault, built into a
wall onthefirst floor. This vault opens for public view of the
treasures.

Fitch Podle was t hefirst anda long-time |ibrarian, serving from1l854
to 1873 '(with t he exception of 1855). He was a nenber of t he state
legislature, town school commttee. Board of Sel ectmen, and was appointed
postmaster of Peabody by President Lincoln. He first served as editor

of theDanvers Courier andlater of t hePeabody Press. A distinguished
writer, he was considered by Oliver Wendell Holmes t obe "t he nost
genuine humorist i nNew England".

According tohistorian Thomas Carroll, this library i sthe "ol dest free
piiblic Iibrary i nAmerica which has continued i nactive service at the
sane |ocation and practically under t hesane conditions as when it s doors
first opened'.>A



. MAJAR B BLI GERAPH CAL REFEREINCES

George Peabody, t heGreat Benefactor, Ruth H Hill, Peabody, 1970.
Draft Manuscript, George Peabody, John Wells, 1972.

Peabody, Massachusetts, Peabody Chanber of Commerce, 1971.
Clipping, History of Peabody, SalemEvening News, October 19, 1972,

10 GECERAPH CAL DATA

_ATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES

LATITUDE AND LONGIT JDE COORDINATES
DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY O DEFINING THu LtNT"F! POINT OF A PrtOPERTY
R OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES
CORNER LATITUDE LONGI TUDE LATITUDE LON GI TU DE
Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds
NW ° : : o . it
42° 31' 29- ° "
o S o 70° 55 28
SE o t . ° .
SV 9 : * o 1 >

ILIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR

CODE COUNTY
COUNTY;

COUNTY;

n. FORM PREPARED BY

NAME AND TITLE;

Elizabeth R Amadon, State Survey Director

ORGANI ZATION

DATE
Massachusetts Historical Comm ssion 10/17/72
STREET AND NUMBER:
40 Beacon Street 7?.7-R47n
CITY OR TOWN :
Rnfitn,n Ma[l=isa,fbnRPtta,. 025
12. STATE LIAISON OFFICER CERTIFICATION

NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law | hereby certify that this property is included in the
89-665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion National Register

in the National Register and certify that it has been

evaluated according to the c-iteria and procedures set

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended

IeveI Of Significance Of thIS nomination iS: Director, Office of Archeology and  Historii Preservation

National Ntan n Local
Dite
Name

A jJohn F.X. Davoren

Tit NSecretary Of the Commonwealth
|

Chairman of the Massachusetts
Historical Co_pnission

GPO 931.894
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Form 10-301 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
(July 1968) N~JONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL RECITER OFHISTORIC PLACES

PRORERTY MAP FORM
(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map)

A NAME

COMMON AND/OR HISTORIC NUMERIC ~ CODE  (Aealgned by NPS
Peabody Institute Library Peabody Institute Library

2. LOCATION

STATE COUNTY TOWN
M assachusetts Essex Peabody

STREET AND NUMBER
Main Street

3. MAP REFERENCE

SOURCE DATE SCALE
G. S Salem, Mass. 1956 1:24,000
REQUIREMENTS: PROPERTY BOUNDARIES. WHERE REQUI REC<fAH<9n50RTH —-r-"-ix

GPO 932.010






i”oifon, Maii. 02708
40 Beacon Street

February 23, 1973

National Register of Historic Places
Department of the Interior

National Park Service

18th and C Streets, N.W.

Washington, D. C. 20240 CERTIFIED MAIL—Attention: Jerry Rogers
Dear Jerry:

Enclosed are National Register submissionsfor:

Essex County, Peabody, Peabody Institute Library;
Suffolk County, Boston, Boston Public Library;
Suffolk County, Boston, Second Harrison Gray Otis House.

These have been declared eligible for submission by the Massachusetts
Historical Commission, the State Review Board, and has been signed

by Secretary of the Commonwealth John F. X. Davoren, Chairman of

the Massachusetts Historical Commission and designated the State Liaison
Officer.

Cordially,

Robert B. Rettig
Executive Director
M assachusetts Historical Commission

RBR/akc
enclosures






