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S T A T E : 

Massachusetts 
C O U N T Y : 

Essex 
FOR NPS USE O N U y 

E N T R Y D A T E 

j lyNAME m .4 1971 
C O M M O N : 

Peabody I n s t i t u t e L i b r a r y 
A N D / O R H I S T O R I C : 

Peabody I n s t i t u t e Library 
j l . LOCATtON 

S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

Main S t r e e t 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Peabody 

C O N G R E S S I O N A L D I S T R I C T : 

6 t h 
S T A T E 

M a s s a c h u s e t t s 

C O D E C O U N T Y : 

Essex 
C O D E 

S T A T E 

M a s s a c h u s e t t s 025 

C O U N T Y : 

Essex 009 
3. CLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY 

(Check One) 

• D i s t r i c t E B u i l d i n g 

• Site • S t ruc tu re 

• O b j e c t 

OWNERSHIP 

Q P u b l i c 

• P r i v a t e 

• Bo th 

P u b l i c A c q u i s i t i o n ; 

I I In P rocess 

[ I B e i n g Cons ide red 

S T A T U S 

[3 Occupied 

1 1 Unoccupied 

I I Preservation work 

i n progres r 

A C C E S S I B L E 

T O T H E P U B L I C 

Y e s : 

Q - R e s t r i c t e d 

I 1 Un res t r i c t ed 

• No 

PRESEN T USE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

I I A g r i c u l t u r a l 

1 I Commerc ia l 

E Educa t i ona l 

i I En te r ta inmen t 

I I Government 

i I I n d u s t r i a l 

• M i l i t a r y 

3 Museum 

• Park 

! I P r i v a t e Res idence 

Q R e l i g i o u s 

[ I S c i e n t i f i c 

O Transportation 

• Other (Specify) 

m Comments 

[A. OWNER O F PROPeRTY 

U J 

UJ 

O W N E R ' S N A M E : 

Trustees of the Peabodv I n s t i t u t e Library 
STREET AND NUMBER 

Peabody I n s t i t u t e Library, Main Street 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Peabody 
5 LOCATfON OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 

C O U R T H O U S E , R E G I S T R Y O F D E E D S , E T C : 

Essex County Registry of Deeds 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R ; 

C I T Y O R T O W N ; 

Salem 
| v RE^RJStNtATIOjN IN EXISTING SURVEYS 

T I T L E O F S U R V E Y : 

Inventory of His t o r i c Places 
D A T E O F S U R V E Y ; • Fede ra l 

D E P O S I T O R Y F O R S U R V E Y R E C O R D S : 

Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

40 Rp.acnn .qtr-pet 
C I T Y O R T O W N ; 

Boston 



\ 7 , DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION 

(Check One) 

jStl E x c e l l e n t • Good Q Fa i r • De te r i o ra ted Q Ru ins • Unexposed 

( C h e c k One) 

A l t e r e d • U n a l t e r e d 

fChec f t One) 

n Moved H O r i g i n a l Si te 

D E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N T A N D O R I G I N A L ( i f k n o w n ) P H Y S I C A L A P P E A R A N C E 

Sche two-storey Peabody I n s t i t u t e Library^ Peabody, Massachusetts, i s 
located at Peabody Square, on Main Street. \ B u i l t on a high granite 
foundation, the building has a ridge roof and i s of red brick with sand­
stone t r i m , i n a s i m p l i f i e d I t a l i a / i a t e s t y l e . The gable end which faces 
the street has a bracketed cornice witJi return and contains an oculus i n 
the pediment. The building i s three bays wide at the facade elevation, 
pvinctuated by round-top windows, each headed by a sandstone hoodmoldThese 
windows o r i g i n a l l y were divided l o n g i t u d i n a l l y , w i t h i n the frame, into 
two round-topped sashes with a c i r c u l a r opening above, but they have 
recently been altered to simple t r i p l e hung sashes. 

^ i x granite steps lead up to the centered sandstone entrance portico, on 
the facade, supported by Ionic p i l l a r s with a balustrade above. The 
structure has a double b e l t course of bric k between the f i r s t and second 
f l o o r s , with brick quoins on the facade, running from the foundation to the 
upper b e l t course. ^The o r i g i n a l b u i l d i n g , which contained a l i b r a r y and 
committee room on the f i r s t f l o o r and a lecture h a l l above, was f i f t y feet 
wide by eighty two feet deep, and extended f i v e bays to the rea3f?*~J!t was 
enlarged i n 1867 and i n 1868 by a f o r t y six foot e l l addition b u i l t at 
r i g h t angles to the rear of the bui l d i n g . I t was i n t h i s addition that 
room was provided on the second f l o o r f o r the elaborately paneled Sutton 
Reference Room. 
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Vhi e o r i g i n a l spear-topped cast iron fence separates the property from the 
street. The entrance opening i s designated by two heavy granite p i l l a r s 
topped by cast iron l i g h t f i x t u r e s ; 
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SIGNIFICANCE 

U 

I -

UJ 

U 

PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

• P r e - C o l u m b i a n ' • 16th Centu ry 

• 15th Centu ry • 17th Centu ry 

• 18th Century 

0 19th Century 

g 20th Century 

SPECIFIC DATE(S1 (If Applicable and Known) 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

Abor i g i na l 

1 I P r e h i s t o r i c 

• H i s t o r i c 

I I A g r i c u l t u r e 

5 5 A r c h i t e c t u r e 

E Art 

I I Commerce 

I 1 Commun ica t i ons 

I I C o n s e r v a t i o n 

Educa t i on 

I 1 E ng inee r i ng 

I I I ndus t r y 

{ I I n ven t i on 

1 I L a n d s c a p e 

A r c h i t e c t u r e 

f£ ] L i t e r a t u r e 

• M i l i t a r y 

• Mus i c 

_o4ophy ^^c/l/^nJS0, 

• | S « i p , u r . ^ ^ 

\>f<ir ion ^ ' O 

Th<*<(tef^^. 

Transpi>l^t^£»i^> j" j V ^ j ^ ^ 

Urban Planning 

her (Specify) 

v i fb r i on 

• Th'^tef^ 

n 

S T A T E M E N T O F S I G N I F I C A N C E 

V The construction of the Peabody I n s t i t u t e Library was made possible by 
consecutive monetary g i f t s , eventually t o t a l l i n g $200,000, from George 
Peabody, international merchant, banker and philanthropist who grew up i n 
the^town of Peabody.^The cornerstone was l a i d i n 18S3 with the Honorable 
Abbott Lawrence i n charge of the ceremony. When the building was 
completed and dedicated i n September, 1854, Rufus Choate delivered the 
dedication address; at t h i s time the building was named for i t s benefactor 
George Peabody. Fourteen years l a t e r (1868), when the town of South 
Danvers separated from Danvers, i t too was named for Mr. Peabody. 

The f i r s t course of lectures given at the I n s t i t u t e began i n November, 
1854, and many prominent people, including Oliver Wendell Holmes and 
Ralph Waldo Emerson, were guest lecturers here over the years. 

George Peabody's philanthropy knew no geographical l i m i t a t i o n s . He made 
large g i f t s to numerous towns i n both the United States and i n England, 
l i b r a r i e s , i n s t i t u t e s and establishing educational funds. He contributed 
to churches, colleges, and, i n 1862, he established a t r u s t fund, for 
housing the poor of London, which eventually amounted to $3,000,000. 
For t h i s he was honored by Queen V i c t o r i a who offered him a baronetcy. 
Upon his re f u s a l , she presented him with an enameled miniature p o r t r a i t 
of herself framed i n so l i d gold, studded with jewels. This miniature, 
as well as Peabody's many other golden awards, representing the honors 
bestowed upon him, are a permanent part of the Peabody I n s t i t u t e Library's 
c o l l e c t i o n . They are exhibited i n an illuminated vault, b u i l t into a 
wall on the f i r s t f l o o r . This vault opens fo r public view of the 
treasures. 

Fitch Podle was the f i r s t and a long-time l i b r a r i a n , serving from 1854 
to 1873 '(with the exception of 1855). He was a member of the state 
l e g i s l a t u r e , town school committee. Board of Selectmen, and was appointed 
postmaster of Peabody by President Lincoln. He f i r s t served as editor 
of the Danvers Courier and l a t e r of the Peabody Press. A distinguished 
w r i t e r , he was considered by Oliver Wendell Holmes to be "the most 
genuine humorist i n New England". 

According to h i s t o r i a n Thomas C a r r o l l , t h i s l i b r a r y i s the "oldest free 
piiblic l i b r a r y i n America which has continued i n active service at the 
same location and p r a c t i c a l l y under the same conditions as when i t s doors 
f i r s t opened".>A 



^f. MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 
George Peabody, the Great Benefactor, Ruth H. H i l l , Peabody, 1970. 
Draft Manuscript, George Peabody, John Wells, 1972. 
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I L I S T A L L S T A T E S A N D C O U N T I E S F O R P R O P E R T I E S O V E R L A P P I N G S T A T E O R 

CODE COUNTY 

COUNTY; 

COUNTY; 

n . FORM PREPARED BY 
N A M E A N D T I T L E ; 

Elizabeth R. Amadon, State Survey Director n 
O R G A N I Z A T I O N 

Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 

D A T E 
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S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

40 Beacon Street 7?.7-R47n 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Rnfitn,n 
12. STATE LIAISON OFFICER CERTIFICATION 

Ma[!=isa,r!bnRPt.t.a,. 025 
NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION 

CO 

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that i t has been 

evaluated according to the c-iteria and procedures set 

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 

level of significance of this nomination is: 

Local 

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register 

Director, Office of Archeology and Historii Preservation 

National • ^ t a ^ ^ 

Name 

Dite 

T i t 

^ jJohn F . X . Davoren 
^Secretary Of the Commonwealth 

Chairman o f the Massachusetts 
H i s t o r i c a l Co_pnission 

GPO 931.894 
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COMMON AND/OR HISTORIC NUMERIC CODE (Aealgned by NPS) 

Peabody Institute Library Peabody Institute Library 
2. LOCATION 
S T A T E C O U N T Y TOWN 

Massachusetts Essex Peabody 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R 

Main Street 

3. MAP REFERENCE 
SOURCE D A T E S C A L E 

G. S. Salem, Mass. 1956 1:24,000 
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40 Beacon Street 
i^oifon, ^/aii. 02708 

February 23, 1973 

National Register of Historic Places 
Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 
18th and C Streets, N.W. 
Washington, D. C. 20240 CERTIFIED MAIL—Attention: Jerry Rogers 

Dear Jerry: 

Enclosed are National Register submissions for: 

Essex County, Peabody, Peabody Institute Library; 
Suffolk County, Boston, Boston Public Library; 
Suffolk County, Boston, Second Harrison Gray Otis House. 

These have been declared eligible for submission by the Massachusetts 
Historical Commission, the State Review Board, and has been signed 
by Secretary of the Commonwealth John F. X. Davoren, Chairman of 
the Massachusetts Historical Commission and designated the State Liaison 
Officer. 

Cordially, 

Robert B. Rettig 
Executive Director 
Massachusetts Historical Commission 

RBR/akc 
enclosures 




